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Embassies under siege as Kurds 
orchestrate Europe-wide Drntest. 


ENRAGED kubdish protesters 
were occupying a dozen Greek 
and Kenyan missions in Lon- 
don and elsewhere across Eu- 
rope last night, after Turkey 
captured and brought home 
from Nairobi the fugitive Kur- 
dish guerrilla leader Abdallah 
Ocalan. 

Last night more than 80 
Kurds had stormed and taken 
control of the Greek embassy 
in London's Holland Park, as 
hundreds maintained a tense 
stand-off with the police out- 
side. A 15-year-old girt set fire 
to her hair and was taken to 
hospital with hums 

Neda Kanpepei; 15, was 
saved by police who managed 
to use their jackets to put out 
the flames. Kurds inside the 
embassy told The Independent 
by telephone that if the police 
fe tried to force the situation, they 
would commit suicide. “AD of us 
are ready to die, " one said. 

In Ankara, Bulent Ecevit, 
the Prime Minister, told Iris 
countrymen that Mr Ocalan, 
wanted as a traitor and a ter- i 
rorist for his part in a 14-year 1 
dvfl war which has taken 29,000 i 
lives, had been hrought back 1 
from Kenya and was behind j 
bars. “We promised the state r 
would capture him wherever he 
went, and we have kept bur fa 
promise,” he said. d 

But even before Mr Ecevit la 
made his announcement, Kur- oi 
(fish exiles had started a pre- m 
risely orchestrated predawn far 
occupation of embassies and n 
consulates, after Greece had pi 
announced that Mr Ocalan, & 
who could face the death penal- in 
ty in Turkey, was in Kenyan 
hands. The order seems to et 
have been issued by the high ti< 
command of Mr Ocalan's Kur- 0 
(fistan Workers Party (PPK). gc 
Some 25 European coun- be 
tries were caught up in the PI 
protest Several had refused to ca 
aflow his plane to land on 1 Feb- he 
ruaryas the Kurdish leader; ex- nc 
pelled from Italy, sought M 
sanctuary. By evening, mis- ac 
sions in France, Russia and be 
elsewhere had been evacuated, N; 
either voluntarily or by force, hii 
But in Britain, Austria the sit 
Netherlands and Switzerland, wz 
tension was rising. no 

In the Hague about 150 wc 
Kurds stormed the Greek em- PI 
bassy residence, taking hostage 
the ambassador's wife, his pa 
eight-year-old son and a Filipino Ka 
servant. In Zurich, Demon- ad 
strators stormed into the Greek 


By Justin huggler 
in Istanbul, 

Paul Wood in Athens 
and Andrew Buncombe 
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ne consulate, taking hostage two 
ir- people. 

ah Yesterday’s events win have 
an impact cm the allied war of 
80 attrition against President Sad- 
an dam Hussein, on ever fraught 
sy relations between Greece and 
as Turkey on Ankara’s ties with 
»e the EmopeanUnkm, and nn (he 
tt- struggle of 20 million Kimfe 
ne spread among Turkey, Iran, 
to Iraq and Syria to forge an in 
dependent country. 

> Mystery surrounds the dr- 
d cumstances of Mr Ocalan’s re- 
»t capture. According to the 
e Greek Foreign Minister, 

6 Theodores Pangalos, the Kur- 
e dish leader had flown to Kenya 

7 on a private plane on 2 Febru- 
5 aiyaftera refuelling stop on the 

Greek island of Corih. There he 
f stayed incognito at a Greek em- 
bassy building until Monday 
when he left of his own accord 
and went with the Kenyan au- 
thorities to the airport expect- 
ing to fly to the Netherlands. 
Instead he found himself on a 
plane for 'Airkey where he ar- 
rived at Sam yesterday. 

But the Kenyans said they 
had nothing to do with the in- 
cident, while one of Mr Ocalan's 
lawyers said he was dragged 
out In Washington, a spokes- 
man for the Clinton adminis- 
tration, which is desperate to 
retain Turkey’s backing for its 
pressure on Saddam Hussein, 
said the US had no “direct 
involvement”. 

D iplom a t s in Athens paint- 
ed a picture of a Greek opera- 
tion to take charge of Mr 
Ocalan’s future, which had 
gone badly wrong, with Athens 
bein g fooled into handing the 
PKK leader into the arms of his 
captors. That line held £m- a few 
hours until the Turks an- 
nounced they had Mr Ocalan. 

Mr Pangalos was forced to 
admit the PKK leader was 
being escorted to the airport in 
Nairobi by Greek officials when 
his car “disappeared” down a 
side street. Mr Pangalos 
warned that if the violence did 
not cease, “serious measures” 
would be taken against the 
PKK. 

The president of the Kurdish 
parliament in exile, Yasser 
Kaya issued an appeal for the 
action to stop, but to no effect. 
Wave of attacks. Page 3 Ni 
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The Main flashpoints 


The Hague: 150 Kurds storm 
Greek ambassador's 
residence, caking family 
hostage 

Zurich: Demonstrators force 
way into Greek consulate, 
taking two hostages 
Paris: Police eject protesters 
(above) from Kenyan embassy 
and Greek consulate 
Strasbourg: Police fire 
teargas at 30 protesters 
inside Greek consulate 
Marseille: Dozens of 
protesters forced out of 
Greek consulate 
Bonn: Hostages held in 
Kenyan and Greek embassies 
Leipzig: Three held In Greek 
consulate * 

Stuttgart: 27 arrested after 
storming Greek embassy. 
Woman secs herself on fire 
Frankfurt: 50 protesters 
occupy consulate 
Hamburg: Protesters gather 
in front of Greek and British 
consulates 

Cologne: More chan 30 
arrested trying to occupy the 
Greek consulate 
Dussekiorf: Demonsrrators 
attack Greek consulate 


Hanover. About 1 5 
protesters occupy the Greek 
consulate and throw missiles 
ac police 

Moscow: Demonstrators 
occupying Greek embassy 
give themselves up to police 
London: A woman sets 
herself alight as about 80 
Kurdish demonstrators 
occupying the Greek embassy 
Brussels: About 50 
protesters occupy Greek 
embassy and douse 
themselves with petrol 
Vienna: Greek and Kenyan 
embassies stormed 
Geneva: More than 20 
demonstrators enter a UN 
building 

Berne: Demonstrators force 
way into Greek embassy. 
Copenhagen: Woman sets 
herself on fire at the Greek 
embassy. 48 protesters held 
Stockholm: 50 pro-Kurdish 
demonstrators arrested after 
scuffles at Greek embassy. 
Milan: 20 Kurds force their 
way into Greek consulate. 
Yerevan: Kurdish protesters 
occupy UN office in 
Armenian capital 
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stratocs stormed into the Greek Wave of attacks. Page 3 Neda Kanpepei; aged 15, who set herself on fire outside the Greek embassy in London Richard Lewis 

Sainsbury had official GM food role 


LORD SAINSBURY has attend- 
ed government meetings re- 
lating to genetically modified 
food despite his financial in- 
terest in the issue. The Inde- 
pendent has learnt 

The Science minister looked 
increasingly embattled last 
nigh t after clai ming earlier that 
he had stood aside from dis- 
cussions on the issue. 

Lord Sainsbury of TurvilJe, 
whose supermarket share- 
holding is in a trust, has ta ken 
a leading role in a government 
consultation to which GM food 
and crops are central. The only 
food industry figure on an ad- 
visory committee for the exer- 
^fiise is from Salisbury's. 

V ifae consultation will ask how 
me public views genetically 


BY FRAN ABRAMS 
Westminster Correspondent 

modified crops, genetic testing 
and doning. In December Lord 
Sainsbury chaired a conference 
on it attended by groups in- 
cluding Greenpeace and 
Friends of the Earth. Earfier tins 
month' he took part in a debate 
on the exercise in a cabins sub- 
committee an biotechnology 
John Redwood, the Conser- 
vative trade and industry 
spokesman, said Lord Sains- 
bury should resign. “He has a 
lot of explaining to do. A min- 
ister either has to sell all his 
shares or avoid contact with is- 
sues related to them. When is- 
this minister going to obey the 
rules?" he said. 


Yesterday Lord Sainsbury 
said there was no conflict of in- 
terest “I have not taken part in 
any government decisions or 
discussfons relating to GM food 
policy," he said. 

Later; his department is- 
sued a clarification, saying 
Lead Sainsbury took part in dis- 
cussions that did not involve 
pobcy-makmg. The only recent 
policy-making discussion on 
GM food had taken place at the 
February cabinet committee 
meeting and the minister had 
left, a spokesman said. 

“There is a very dear dif- 
ference between actually mak- 
ing decisions and discussing 
policy matters, and having a 
general discussion," he said. 

The Prime Minister, Tony 


BtLAftP $A\NS*UKH I 
SI BEST BEFORE 

Blais attacked the Tories for 
“hypocrisy and oppor tunism " 

He added: “There is no conflict 
of interest whatsoever ... the 
hounding of Lord Sainsbury is 
unpleasant and wrong." 

Norman Baker; the Liberal 
Democrat spokesman on GM 
foods, also attacked the Tories. 


“The real issues are the impact 
on the environm ent and the food 
chain. Until a few weeks ago the 
Tbries thought GM stood for 
‘General Motors’,” he said. 

Lord Sainsbury announced 
his public consultation on bio- 
sdences on 15 December; 
though a similar exercise had 
begun under his predecessor; 
John Battle. Its advisory com- 
mittee induded Alison Austin, 
from Salisbury's, as well as 
scientists and a biotechnology 
company though the DTI said 
she had been appointed by Mr 
Battle. 

The exercise would explore 
the implications of progress in 
the biosciences, Lord Sains- 
burr’s press release said. "Our 
long-term aim is to build public 


confidence in the Government's 
use of scientific information and 
know-how,” he said 
In addition to his super- 
market interests, Lord Sains- 
bury gave financial backing to 
two biotechnology companies, 
Diatech and Innotech Invest- 
ments. Yesterday he denied a 
report that he owned the 
patent for the cauliflower mo- 
saic virus, the gene at the cen- 
tre of the current food row, but 
said he did own another GM 
patent on a product called a 
translator enhancer. All the 
interests had been placed in his 
blind trust 

Scientists’ scorn, page 4 
Parliament, page 8 
Leading Article. 

Review, page 3 


No Gimmicks, 

No Games, 

Just simple 
savings 
on your 
phone bill. 

• Pay monthly by Direct 
Debit or Pre-Pay 

• Mo need to change your 
phone or phone number 


What would you expect from 
the fastest growing telecoms 
carrier in the world? 
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I made my brother a promise on his deathbed 
Nowl don’t knowif I can keep it 


VIRGINIA IRONSIDE’S DILEMMAS 


■ FILM 

ANTHONY QUINN ON 

‘AFFLICTION’ 

k : ^ 

PLUS LAW AND 
EDUCATION 


Trimble fights 

off rebellion 
as vote is split 


Baked 


DAVID TRIMBLE, the Ulster 
Unionist leader; successfully 
held his party together yester- 
day as the Northern Ireland as- 
sembly finally accepted a 
report on the future shape of 
government of the province. 

Only one of his 30 back- 
benchers voted against the mo- 
tion. which was passed by the 
large majority of 77 votes to 29. 
The scene is now set for a 
showdown on the issue of arms 
decommissioning which must 
be settled before the new ad- 
ministration comes into being. 

Among Unionist assembly 
members the vote was split ex- 
actly evenly. at 29-29. While this 
dearly does not represent a 
comfortable lead for Mr nimble, 
most of his supporters viewed 
the outcome as at least a relief 
and at most a victaiy of sort 

A second backbencher; Roy 
Beggs Jr. had vacillated on his 
voting intentions but in the end 
toed the party line. In doing so 
he apparently shrugged off the 
influence of his lathee who is an 
MP and a strong opponent of 
the Good Friday Agreement 

Mr Beggs Jr said that while 
he had reservations, he had re- 
ceived concrete assurances on 
the decommissioning issue 
from Mr Trimble. He added: 


By David mckittrick 
Ireland Correspondent 

“Public opinion across the 
British Isles is solid on this 
issue. Unreconstructed ter- 
rorists cannot sit in a democ- 
ratic government" 

After the vote the Northern 
Ireland Seaetaiy Mo Movdam, 
is technically in the position 
of being able to announce the 
formation, of a new executive. 
In political terms, however this 
must await a new measure of 
agreement on the decommis- 
sioning issue. 

This view was endorsed yes- 
terday by the Thoiseach, Bertie 
Ahern, in the latest of his some- 
times confusing statements on 
decommissioning. He told the 
Da3 in D ublin: “The political re- 
ality is that we cannot get to the 
position of setting 19 an exec- 
utive - which we desperately 
need to do, and we are getting 
to a situation that is getting 
more desperate every day - 

without finding a co mpromis e " 

The even 29-29 split among 
unionist assembly members 
denied the Rev Ian Paisley the 
chance to argue that Mr Trim- 
ble’s stance was supported by 
only a minority wi thin union km 

Although the result brought 


no loss of moral authority for 

the Ulster Unionist leader; it is 
plain enoug h that be kept his 
supporters on board by assur- 
ing them yet again that he 
could secure actual decom- 
missioning from the IRA, or al- 
ternatively could form a new 
executive without Sinn Fein. 

The republican refusal to 
decommission, on the other 

hand, remains as im p laeahle as 

ever, which means a tough pe- 
riod of negotiation lies ahead. 

Gerry Adams said last night 
the transfer of powers to the As- 
sembly would lead to a break- 
through over IRA arms 
decommissioning. The Sinn 
Fein president was speaking 
after a meeting at Downing 
Street with Tony Blair to keep 
‘ up the momentum towards the 
10 March deadline for trans- 
ferring powers to the Assembly 

Mr Adams rejected the 
Unionist demands for decom- 
missioning before sitting in the 
executive. He said that the 
transfer of powers would be the 
key to resolving the impasse. 

“My view is that if the two 
governments keep to the agree- 
ment and the parties keep to 
the agreement, while it will be 
difficult, this issue can be re- 
solved," he said. 




The Sinn Fein president, Gerry Adams, holding a grenade pin nsed in an attack on a Catholic pub in Co Armagh 
10 days ago, after he met Tony Blair in 10 Downing Street yesterday . Michael StephensfPA 


‘Save duty free’ campaign dealt blow by EU report 


THE EUROPEAN Commis- 
sion will deliver a blow today to 
the campaign to save duty-free 
sales by disputing claims from 
the European Union’s biggest 
members that abolition will 
cause massive job losses. 

Drafts of a report, prepared 
by commission officials, con- 
dude that an extension to duty- 


BY COLIN BROWN 

and Stephen Castle 

free sales would produce “both 
economic and legal obstacles” 
and would be a -dispropor- 
tionate answer to the identified 
problem”. 

Ferry companies have 
warned hundreds of jobs could 


be lost and fares would rise if 
they lose their unique trading 
advantage of duty-free sales. 

The campaign to save duty- 
free sales was taken up fay the 
Deputy Prime Minister, John 
Prescott. It was supported fay 
Germapy and France but Brus- 
sels commissioners are today 
expected to reject extension 


after a review fay officials and 
a report by Mario Monti, the 
commissioner for the internal 
market . . 

It could faring an end to duty- 
free sales from I Juty. A senior 
commission source said Britain 
would need unanimous backing 
to overturn the earlier com- 
mission decision to stop duty- 


free sales, and that was unlikely 
Denmark is believed to be bold- 
ing out against pressure from 
the campaigners, and Belgium 
is also among those classed as 
“doubtful”. 

Mr Prescott said last night 
that Britain attached “the high- 
est political importance” to get- 
ting a better deal for duty free. 


“We must look carefully at this 
new report from Commission- 
er Monti but if it does not offer 
an extension of duty free it 
does not go far enough. We are 

InpldTigbnlh fo rA .qgnififAntffl r- 

tension to the current arrange- 
ments and urgent work to 
develop a better successor 
regime," he said 


The decision willbe a blow for 
Tbqy Blair who wrote to Euro- 
pean leaders urging than to 
support the campaign The sup- 
porters warned that unless 
companies were allowed to con- 
tinue making profits from duty- 
free trade, thqynuy have to raise 
prices fay at least lOper cent Mr 
fares could also be effected 


ward off 
cancer 


By Jeremy Laurance , .- 
Health Editor 

INTERNATIONAL MEDICAL ex- 
perts rallied to the cause of fee 
baked potato as one of the, 
most effective defences against 
cancer. They were chafleng- " 
ing a US study that suggested ; 
dietary fibre, found in shun.- ' 
dance in potatoes with skins 
and in other vegetables, Baled ' 
to protect against bow^eaneec - 

Gordon McVie, director get ; _ 
era! of the Cancer Re&arch .- 
Campaign, said yesterdaythe 
study of 89,000 nurses hrtfae " 
New England Journal qf Med- 
icine last month was not-iepr * . 
resentative of the general 
populatioa *Tbe New Errand ' 
Journal paper does not dwnge 
the message. A hi^-fihre, low- 
fat diet protects against bawd 
cancer." 

The study contradicted the 
accepted wisdom of the bene- 
fits of fibre. The US researchers 
said cancer was as common in 
women, regardless of how 
much fibre they ate. 

But Professor McVie re- 1 
viewed the research on fibre 
and cancer; and said the over- 
whelming evidence supports, 
the benefits of a high-fibre diet 
which can also reduce the risk 
of heart disease, high blood 
pressure and non-insulin- 
dependent diabetes. 

Of the 39 studies on fibre and 
cancer, most showed it had a 
protective effect The latest re- 
search, in th e European Jour- 
nalqf Cancer Prevention, was 
further proof of the benefits of 
fibre, he added. Professor 
McVie said more research was - 
needed but the recommended, 
intake of 18 to 20 grams of fibre, 
or five portions of fruit and veg- 
etables a day, still stands. 

Tien slices of wholemeal 
bread. 18 bananas, four baked 
potatoes or 64 wholemeal 
crackers contain the suggest- 
ed dafiy allowance of fibre but 
Professor McVie suggested a 
variety of fibre-rich foods to 
keep cancer at bay. 
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Tba Charily Challenge in the Caribbean 

In aM of the latfanul Deaf Children's Society 

We axe looking fox adventurous people to 
join us for the trip of a lifetime cycling 
250 miles across the most beautiful of 
Caribbean Islands. Ybu can enjoy the lush 
tropica] landscapes, soft sandy beaches, 
fine architecture and warm friendly 
welcome. Experience this most 
fascinating of places the way most 
Cubans travel - on a bike! 

By taking part in this unique event you 
are not only guaranteed the adventure of 
a lifetime but will also raise vital funds 
for the national Deaf Children's Society. 

Interested? Send for your 
free information today! 
Call; 0870 129 PHI (24hrs) 

or Fax: 017! 251 S020 
e-mail: ndcs@ndcs.org.nk 
or write to: NDCS. 15 Dufferin St, 
London. ECIY 8 UR 


Al lidas must be orar IS. pay an biUai 
deposit of £250 and pledge to raise d» 
mMimsn amount of sponsorefrp lor die 
NaflnrcS Deal CNWrans SocKfy. 
IfegetmdOunuivr iuiG$32 

C^.UMMwu.annnuidVEiuiii 



lim National I^af 

CT^i/cfr©l3 

Suaety 




Tempera tune. *C 


Wind speed, mph 
'53' antidirection 








FORECAST 

General siRtaUan Southern and eastern England vrtH start chHIy with sunny breaks 
and dwrers. towards midday, ram will arrive tn Wales and w ester n England, with 
snow over northern Nils. Ootid win then spread east bringing ram and sleet to the 
rest or England by evening Scotland will start frosty but mostly nmy with snow 
showers m the north-east. Rain, sleet and snow w» reach the west latec Northern 
Ireland wfl have rain, possftdy preceded by sleet, before turning much mUder. 

SE England. L ondon. E Angto, E * ME England: Cold with sunny roeib and 
showers Ram and sleet later. A fre* north-westerly wind- Max temp 6-9C (43-M3F). 
Cent S England. Mid la n ds. Channel tc Rain later this afternoon with deet on the 
hdis atBrsc. A moderate to fresh west to north-westerly wind. Max temp 7-1 0C 
(•WOr|. 

SWT England. WNIes. TO * Cent N B ngt aa rf , Lake Disc. Me of ■» Rain from 
midday onwards, preceded by snow over northern hills. A Hght to moderate west to 
nortlt-westeriy wnd. Max temp 6-9C (43-48F], 

N Ireland: Early sleet and hill-snow turning to rain, the rein becom i ng heavier tNs 
afternoon but It will rum mild. A light westerly wind. Max oemp 7-1 OC [A5-5CF). 

SW A IIW Scotland. tHasgow, W tsies; A frosty but bright start. Ctaud Increasing 
soon bringing sleet and snow from the west turning to rain latec A Oohr and vari- 
able wind. Max temp 3-5C (37-4 IF). 

SE Scotland, Bdfabargtc Sunny but frosty this morning. Cloud irmeaslng this 
afternoon. A fresh north-westerly wind. Max temp 3-6C (37-43F). 

NE Scotland, Abcrrt e en . N Mess Very cold and frosty with sunny saells and heavy 
snow showers. A strong to near-&4e foree north-westerly wind. Max twnp 0-3C 

OUTLOOK 

It will turn much milder later tonight leaving tomorrow very mild but mostly 
cloudy with some dnazle and Nil- fog. The north will be wet and windy on Wdsv 
ft will then tum colder but brighter. Southern Britain will stay mild but windy 
with rain towards evening. 

~ — TRAVEL 


Londo n: A12 Groan Man Roundabout 
Leytonsions. Major roadworta on new Mil 
bnk mao. Unti 3lst December. 
Cambridgeshire aio between Fatten and 
Mil. Resurfacing aid bridge maireenan 
Wdrit Id shepretfi ML Unif14tf] February. 
Bristol: Mb J18-1B. Major Rcwfcrota an 
Awmmouth Bridge. Uid 23rd Jme StUI. 
Wanrtdc*ftlre:»« Between JlO’Gsnworth 
sewicesand J9 Sudan CokSSWd- Roadwotte 
anaccraaBMK Una 23rd Apri 
Grrotw Man c heMBr A57. Nanny I ra 
M a nch asa i-bowd, due lo Mafrtifnk con- 
s&ucaoi work. Una 20! Fetniay. 


Sot*i iVntaMK Ml Between J34 Tinsley 
Vtaduc* (AflIOB) & J34 Tinsley Vladuo 

(A8178). SfeBML Carriageway leducedtaa 
fmeesoutfibowxUlnti a November 2000. 
Gloucestershire: AM Lansdown Rd, 
Cheltenham. Ckrjao due to w adwqrt a 
J*®" 4 “***» h P*3“. UrtH I*. June. 
SuflOfc A14 BsfaMnee Docks. Roadworis. 
uhtn ZBth RetrawiL 

AARmdsBWE Cdl 0336 401777 for the 
latest local ana national oarfle news Source: 

The Automobile Association. Calls ctmej 
at SOp per min (Inc VAT). 
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Maoctieso 


K Mtartfang 11C(52F) 
5.34pm to 7.40am CoMest (day): Lerwick OC (32 F) 
5-23pm tn 7.18am wettesc Lerwick 0.55 ins 

5.19pm to 7.10am For 24hrs to 2pm toesday 
5.22pm to 7J2am _ 

5.16pm to 703am ™“ 


HIGH TIDES 
AM HT 

ith 7JS7 13.6 £ 

6.15 4.4 £ 
rt 6.29 5.6 < 

11.40 6.6 


PM HT 
8.1S 13.6 
6.33 44 | 
6.51 5.4 


Mnoath 6.00 5.4 

Greenock 1.09 3-2 

Harwich 12.23 3.9 

Holy h ead 11.02 5.6 

HuS (Albert Dk) 7.02 8.6 

Kings Lpm 7.04 6.7 

Leith 3.18 5.5 

Liverpool 11.59 9.7 
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H fa y w oot h 5.7 0.02 11 52 

24 hours to 6pm (GMT) Monday: 
htforriMUfoa by PA WeaeberConcre 

Rain or 
shine... 

HUNDREDS of communities 
cut off by blizzards in Hungary 
last week now tace a threat 
from serious flooding as tem- 
peratures start to rise. The last 
ofthe villages was reached yes- 
terday. Officials in Budapest 
said that the snow on the Alps 
and eastern Carpathians that 
surround the country could 
melt soon Thousands of sol- 
diers worked round the dock 
to get to more than 200 towns 
and villages that were cut off. 
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^ PARIS 

‘ Police remove Kurtflsh 
.. demonstrators from the Kenyan 
. embassy and free seven 
employees. 

Protesters occupying Greek 
consulate are also removed. 


J LONDON 

J About 1 DO Kurdish 
a protesters occupy the 
'( Greek embassy saying 
i they are prepared to 
I bum themselves to 
I death. A woman sets 
! herself on fire. 


BRUSSELS 

About 50 protesters 

enter the Greek 

embassy and threaten 
to set themselves on 
fire. They later leave 
building voluntarily 
after daks with police. 


BONN 

Protesters inside the 
Greek embassy are said 
to be holding one staff i 
member hostage. Two 
more people held in the 
Kenyan embassy.say the I 
German authorities. 


DUSSELDORF 

Demonstrators enter 
the Greek consulate. 
Around 30 arrests are 
made near the regional 
parliament. 


HANOVER 

Around 15 
protesters 
occupy the 
Greek 

consulate and 
throw missiles 
at police. 


STOCKHOLM 

Police arrest 50 pro- 
Kurdish demonstrators 
after scuffles in front of Stockholm . 
I Greek embassy. 

SWEDEN 


| THE HAGUE 

) Demonstrators burst 
Into the Greek 
ambassadors residence 
taking his wife, son and 
housekeeper hostage. 

and draping a flag from 
. the building. 


COLOGNE 

injuries are reporred 
among demonstrators 1 
and police after 
protesters try to occupy 1 
the Greek consulate. I 


(COPENHAGEN 

I A Turkish woman is | 
taken to hospital after j 
} setring herself on fire at j 
the Greek embassy. 
Protesters arrested 
after storming 
embassy. 


Copenhagen 


London^ 


BTOssels 


I Hamburg 

IS> 

- Hanover 

Berlin ,iv 

(i)Dusseidorf . 

® Cologne 


GERMANY 


BERLIN 6t LEIPZIG 

! Around 1 50 protesters. I 
inducting children. ■ 
-j break into the Greek 
; consulate. In Leipzig. J 
police free three Greek ; 
-I consular employers who j 
I have been held. I 


FRANCE 
■ ® Paris 


- Frankfurt 


200 miles 


STUTTGART 

I Police storm the Greek 
i embassy and arrest 27 
protesters. Outside the 
city a 1 7-year-old 
Kurdish woman sets 
herself on fire. 


Strasbourg 


Srutcgart 

•> 


CZECH REPUBLIC 


SWITZERLAND 


MARSEILLES 

Police force several 
dozen demonstrators 
out of the Greek 
consulate where they 
had threatened to set 
themselves on fire. 


GENEVA 

More than 20 
demonstrators enter 
United Nations building 
by slipping through the 
gates as a vehicle 
enters. 


7Wh Zurich 

_ -Ziincn protesters break into 
MD -15 1 the Greek consulate and 
(•) refuse to allow the 

Bern j buildings owner and a 


SLOVAKIA 




( HAMBURG i 

Police try to remove B 
i demonstrators in front 1 
j of Che British and Greek | 

' consulates. Protesters ) 

I smash windows and I 
j say they will set i 

themselves alight. } 

BELARUS 


j FRANKFURT 

/ Police forced into 
: action after protest in 
j which cars are 
i overturned. Around 50 
1 protesters occupy 
i consulate in early hours 
I of the morning. 




MOSCOW 

; Dozens of Kuidlsh 
: demonstrators leave , 


frvH ijr — I the Greek embassy ! 

' V-71 Moscow around mid-day | 
WFM ..! after giving j 

■S' - 1 themselves up to • 

; police. 



UKRAINE 


AUSTRIA 


Geneva 


Marseilles . 




I policeman to leave the 
building. 


MILAN 

About 20 Kurds break 
into the Greek 
consulate and hold the 
consul hostage for four 
hours before leaving the 
building. 


ITALY 


HUNGARY 


“j VIENNA 

[ Protesters take five 
hostages at Greek 
I embassy compound 
| while others storm the 
. Kenyan embassy and 
1 threaten to set the 
1 building on fire. 



i STRASBOURG 1 

! Thirty protesters armed ' 

■ with petrol c,im occupy 

' the Greek consuLire and . r 
> threaten to set fire to > 

; i lie building Police 
; latci remove .ill of ihc-m ' 

■ after lit mg teat g.is <- 
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Kurdish demonstrators 
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v 4 


afcl occupy the Greek 
embassy. 


Hour by hour, a new Kurd attack 


THE CALI£ began within hours 
of the news that AbduDah 
Ocalan had been arrested. 
They started after a meeting of 
the Kurdish Workers' Party 
(PKK) in its mountain strong- 
hold in the borderlands of Iraq 
and Iran and fanned out 
through Madrid, Rome. Paris 
London, Bonn and Moscow. 

At 4^0pm yesterday outside 
the Greek embassy in Holland 
Part London, Neda Kanpepei; 
15, doused herself in petrol and 
set herself alight while sbout- 
ing slogans of Kurdish freedom. 
As she was taken away on a 
stretches badly burnt, she gave 
a victory sign. The crowd 
cheered 

The hours between the call 
to mobilise and Neda’s self- 
immolation was a demonstra- 
tion of the power of the Kurds’ 
network. Across Europe build- 
ings were stormed and occu- 
pied, demonstrators set 
themselves on fire and there 
were battles with police. The 
raids had the precision of mil- 
itary operations. On Monday 


By Kim Sengupta 

night men, women and childre n 
gathered at PKK offices to co- 
ordinate action. Then the raids 
began. Mainly the targets were 
Greek embassies. Greece being 
the country the Kurds blamed 
for denying Mr Ocalan asylum 
and delivering him to the links. 

At 1.30am in The Hague the 
wife of the Greek ambassador 
to the Netherlands was asleep 
at hone with the couple's eight- 
year-old son and a Filip ina 
maid when they were awoken 
bypass and breaking doors as 
protesters burst in. 

As police went to the house 
the Kurdish flag, bearing a por- 
trait afMr Ocalqp, was hung out 
of the window. In the next few 
hours hundreds more Kurds 
gathered, trying to force their 
way in and being beaten bade 
by riot police. 

At 2.50am, at the Greek em- 
bassy in Park Road. Holland 
Park, the caretaker; Babis Pat- 
souris, was awoken by the front 
door being smashed. Scotland 


Yhnfs Royalty and Diplomatic 
Protection Group officers ar- 
rived with other colleagues and 
set in motion a plan boned 
over previous sieges. 

Over the next few hours 
similar scenes were played out 
in more than 20 cities across 
Europe. In Geneva, at LSOam, 
50 Kurds slipped through a 
side-door at the Palais des Na- 
tions, the UN’s European bead- 
quarters, and overpowered the 
only guard. A UN spokes- 
woman said the protesters 
“were probably armed” and 
demands had been issued for 
the freeing of Mr Ocalan. She 
said no such assurance could be 
given and the Kurds were being 
asked to leave. 

But instead of leaving, other 
Kurds smashed their way into 
the &eek embassy in the Swiss 
capital, Berne, and the con- 
sulate in Zurich, where they 
took hostage the consulate 
building's owner and a police- 
man who tried to negotiate. 

From then on every hour 
brought a fresh assault on a 


diplomatic budding. They were 
not always Greek. Kenya is 
also seen by the Kurds as cul- 
pable in Mr Ocalan’s arrest 
and in Paris police qected pro- 
testers who had taken over the 
Kenyan embassy. The no- 
nonsense approach of the 
French was also in evidence in 
Strasbourg, where they fired 
teargas into the occupied 
Greek consulate and retook it, 
holding30 Binds. They usetfthe 
same tactics to recapture the 
Greek consulate in Marseilles. 

The Kenyan embassy in Vi- 
enna was stormed at 8 -30am. 
Three hours earlier a group 
broke into the Greek legation, 
taking hostage the ambassador, 
Ioannis Yenmmatas, bis wife, 
and three embassy staff. 

In Germany, which has the 
largest Kurd ish population in 
Europe the Kieryan embassy in 
Bonn was occupied and two 
staff held. Another staffer at the 
Greek embassy was held 
hostage. Kurds occupied con- 
sulates or held protests in 
Leipzig, Stuttgart, Frankfurt, 


Psychopathic killer who 
is great hope of a nation 


OFFERING ONE of his regular 
Kurdish Workers’ Party (PKK) 
ceasefires to the Turkish anpy. 
Abdullah Ocalan appeared at a 
damp, draughty press confer- 
ence in a cement shark in the 
Bekaa Valley in Lebanon six 
.years ago. His theme: the 
.^brotherhood of the Turkish and 
Kurdish peoples. “We are so 
close, we are like the finger and 
the fingernail, ” he announced. 
And I couldn’t help wondering 
how often the two had been sep- 
arated in southern Turkey. 

Ocalan is. even in many Kur- 
dish eyes, a psychopathic killer 
- a Kurdish Abu Nidal who 
punished suspicion with death, 
whose guerrillas tamed their 
opponents not just with collab- 
orator executions but with the 
slaughter of every member of 
the famity of every collaborate 
The Turkish security forces re- 
sponded with murdec ethnic 
cleansing and wholesale inva- 
sion of the very northern Iraqi 
“safe haven” which we - the 
West - set up for the genocide- 
stricken Kurds. 

Ocalan is no political rnno- 
Jjtent, no abider by human 
li gh ts, no Robin Hood -though 
the socialist characteristic 
might suit the man with the 
bright, staring eyes. ;^>th 
Kurds and Ttuks are f^edaf 
bloodletting.” he told us m 1993. 

“Permit me to return un- 
armed to Kurdistan in peace to 

practice political action and 
start a dialogue between us_ 
The Turks told him to get lort- 

But the events of the past 24 
hours embrace more tbanjust 
international hypocrisy. There 


BY ROBERT FISK 
Middle East Correspondent 
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Ocalan: To be extradited 

is a broad©; far more important 
contest to the capture of Ab- 
dullah Ocalan .- a star? of 
American intrigue, Kurdish be- 
trayal and superpower support 
for the Muslim nation, Tbrkey 
which has become Israel’s 

newest ally in the Middle East 

Yesterday's seizure of the 
Kurds’ most raffical leader is 
likely to lead to much further 
violence: to the hijacking of 
Turkish aircraft, to attacks on 
Turkish embassies and diplo- 
mats - as the Turks are them- 
selves well aware. 

But it also raises questions 
_ i + Aia nnlWoc nffhfl TTrufo/T 
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millio n people, the largest na- 
tion in the world without a 
state. Only a month ago, the 
United States, whose CIA mis- 
sion in northern Iraq was de- 
stroyed by President Saddam 


Hussein in 1996, was trying yet 
again to create an anti-Saddam 
alliance between the two more 
parochial Kurdish leaders, Mas- 
soud Barzam of toe Kurdish De- 
mocratic Party CE33P) and Jalal 
Tfelabani of the Patriotic Union 
of Kurdistan (PUK). 

After toefr visit to Washing- 
ton Barzani, whose movement 
collaborated with Saddam to de- 
stroy the PUK three years ago, 
and Talabani. whose support 
from Iran gave Barzani an 
excuse for seeking his over- 
throw. are now - more or less 
- on board the latest US cam- 
paign to overthrow the Beast of 

Baghdad. 

With very good reason, 
Turkey was deeply troubled at 
■ this latest alliance. If Barzani 
and Talabani were ever to cre- 
ate an embiyo Kurdish state in 
northern Iraq, the threat of a 
much larger Kurdish entity - 
including pacts of Turkey, Syria 
and Iran as weH as Iraq -would 
appear greater The TUrks were 
thus veiy suspicious of ■Wash- 
ington’s latest “peace-making”. 

If the western Allies had of- 
fered independence to the 
Arabs who overthrew their mu- 
tual enemies (the Ottoman Em- 
pire) m the First VforidWa^wiy 
shouldn’t Washington offer in- 
dependence to the Kurds if 
they helped to topple Saddam? 

How could Turkey show its 
anger? Oneway, to invite a se- 
nior Iraqi official to Ankara to 
discuss a withdrawal of Tlnkish 
landing rights for US and 
British fighter-bombers at the 
Inririikand Batman airbases in 
southern Thrkey- toe very ato 


fields from which Anglo-US 
aircraft are bombing northern 
Iraq. Tariq Aziz duly arrived in 
Ankar a at the weekend as an 
honoured guest of the Turkish 
prime minister, Bulent Ecevit 
- only to be told, an Monday, that 
his request had been turned 
down. And then - momentum 
mirabilis - within hours of 
Turkey’s rebuff to the Iraqis, 
Ocalan fell into their hands in 
Nairobi, where the CIA happens 
to have its Africa headquarters. 

Aft^ its military-strategic al- 
liance with Israel, Turkey has 
become one of America’s best 
friends in the Middle East and 
an even more important strate- 
gic alty against Iraq. Ever since 
Ocalan was put aboard a flight 
out of Syria last year for 
Moscow Rome and points east 
and south, Washington has de- 
manded the PKK leader’s ex- 
tradition to Turkey. 

The US a dm i ni st r ation knew 
that Turkey would demand 
capital punishment for its most 
infamous “terrorist* - so its 
advice was, in effect, a death 
sentence. 

So what happens next? True, 
it’s not a good time to fly on 
Tbrkish airlines or take a Turk- 
ish holiday dr queue at a Turk- 
ish embassy visa office. Mr 
Ocalatfs chums are about as 
choosy as a Cruise missile 
when it conies to the civilians , 
they slaughter in the pursuit of I 
their kngertexm political aims. 

But toe Kurds, whose exis- 
tence merits a state every bit 
as much as the Palestinians, 
are again a major issue in the | 
Middle East 


Hamburg, Berlin, Cologne, 
Ddsseldorf and Hanover. 

The reaction of the govern- 
ments on the receiving end of 
the raids was mostly bewilder- . 
ment They were caught on 
toe hop. Greece said it was fu- 
rious and threatened ‘‘merri- 
less" retribution. Dozens of 
Kurds were rounded up and 
jailed in Greek cities. 

Through its political wing 
ERNK, PKK leaders said the 
occupations were a sponta- 
neous act of popular anger 


over which they had no control. 
But the plans were laid before 
Mr Ocalan arrived in Turkey 
yesterday morning, and when 
it was still believed he was in 
Keqya. The protests were or- 
ganised on Monday night, in 
what turned out to be failed last- 
ditch attempt to press Greece 
not to hand him to the Ankara 
government 

In London, as the siege con- 
tinued, toe Foreign Office said 
the matter was “essentially be- 
tween Turkish and Kenyan au- 


thorities”. Although “Ocalan 
has apparently renounced vio- 
lence, there is still substantial 
evidence of recent violent ter- 
rorist activities by the PKK”. 

The Kurds in the embassy 
retorted that, if necessary, they 
would kill themselves in trying 
to free their leader During the 
day it became dear this was no 
empty threat 

In Stuttgart a 17-year-old 
Kurd received serious burns 
after dousing herself in petroL 
In Copenhagen another woman 


was critically ill, also after self- 
immolation. 

News of events around Eu- 
rope filtered back to the crowd 
at the London embassy. Bottles 
were thrown and barriers 
kicked down. Negotiations were 
going on with those made the 
embassy. Itwas then that Neda 
Kanpeper poured petrol over 
herself and set herself on fire. 
Her mother said: “She did it in 
protest at the totally uqjustified 
British and world stance on the 
Kurdish issue." 
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Scientists pour scorn on food scare 


the sOENTisr at the centre of 


dkdflSM) foodbroketosiksQce 
yesterday to say tie was sure his 
fe&rs about it would be proved 

correct 

Less than two hours after a 
Sagging order on him was lift- 
ed* Dr Arpad Pusztai reiterat- 
ed his fears about transgenic 
potatoes be had used in ex- 
periments on rats. “I would 
not eat them," be said. His 
work is now being submitted for 
review by independent scien- 
tists, who will inform the Gov- 
ernment whether it has any 
merit Previously Dr Pusztai 
had claimed, through interme- 
diaries, that the Rowett Insti- 
tute in Aberdeen, where he 
had carried out the work, was 
suppressing his resuits. 

Yesterday, the Rowett an- 
nounced that it would publish 
the results and pass them for 
independent examination to 
the Royal Societies in London 
and Edinburgh. 

Since being forced to retire 
last August after the rat ex- 
periments were discredited by 
an investigation at the institute. 
Dr Pusztai, 68. has suffered a 
heart attack and been under a 
legal ban preventing him dis- 
cussing the matter publicly. 

In a statement yesterday, 
the Rowett said: “Dr Pusztai 
has been repeatedly requested 
to provide papers for publication 
on all his work. He has not yet 
done so." It added: "The insti- 
tute can no longer be respon- 
sible for his analyses or views." 

Meanwhile, leading British 
experts in plant science 
launched a withering attack on 
Dr Pusztai’s work with rats fed 


By Charles Arthur 
and Steve Connor 


GM potatoes, some of winch had 
had lectins -a potential toxin - 
added separately. 

The results were a ‘Ted her- 
ring", said a panel of scientists 
Gram universities and publidy 
funded research institutes, and 
should not be used as an excuse 
fora moratorium on the devel- 
opment and growth of trans- 
genic crops. One of the panel 
accused Dr Pusztai of double 
standards, pointing out that he 
bad applied for a biotechnolo- 
gy patent on a plant protein, and 
bad claimed in other studies 
that the same lectins used in 
the Rowett experiment could 
benefit health. 

“The gentleman wants it 
both sides,” said Professor 
Christopher Leaver, head of 
the plant science department at 
Oxford University. “The ex- 
periments from what I know of 
them were rather muddled. We 
must not generalise from a 
simple, labbased experiment" 

Supporters of Dr Pusztai 
have claimed that the results of 
bis rat feeding experiments in- 
dicate that the “gene switch" 
used in the process - called a 
cauliflower mosaic virus pro- 
moter - may stunt the growth 
and immune system. 

However Professor Leaver 
said the cauliflower mosaic 
virus is ubiquitous and everyone 
has eaten it many times with 
their food. “It’s the most wide- 
spread gene promoter in sdenoe 
and there is very little doubt it 
is safe,” he said. 

Ray Baker, chief executive of 
the Biotechnology and Biolog- 


ieal Sciences Research Council, 
said Dr PusztaFs views were un- 
representative and that there 
are thousands of scientists who 
would support the potential 
benefits of GM food and crops. 

He said it was important "to 
reject the idea that scientists 
are speaking with different 
voices" on an issue that has 
generated 25,000 field trials in 
45 countries involving 60 dif- 
ferent plant species. Professor 
Don Grierson, a geneticist at 
Nottingham University whose 
work led to the first GM toma- 
to, said his findings had meant 
less waste and a better product 
“It’s wrong to say ifs Franken- 
stein food,” he said. 

Claims that GM food is not 
thoroughly tested were also 
attacked by Mike Gasson, head 
of genetics and microbiology at 
the Institute ofFbod Research 
in Norwich. The tests on GM 
food cover nutritional value, 
potential toxicity; the unwit- 
ting transfer of genes from one 
organism to another and the 
concern over possible sec- 
ondary effects of genetic mod- 
ification. “AH of those issues are 
very rigorously assessed ...and 
nothing in the marketplace 
now is in anyway unsafe,” said 
Dr Gasson. 

■A coalition of 29 consumer de- 
velopment, health and envi- 
ronment organisations called 
for a five-year block on com- 
maxaal growing of GM foods for 
commercial purposes yesterday 
“The Government seems to be 
deaf to all but a few, carefully 
selected commercially based 
opinions," said the campaign co- 
ordinator, Sandra BelL 

‘Safety* a priority; page 8 
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GM food opponents highlight their fears with a display of a giant ice cube containing five ‘mutated’ fish in London yesterday Philip Meech 
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THERE ARE no scientific 
grounds for retaining the beef- 
on- the-bone ban, the govern- 
ment’s Chief Scientific Adviser 
said yesterday. 

Sir Robert May announced 
that there was “not much of a 
case" for the ban and claimed 
that it was politics rather than 
hard evidence that had per- 
suaded ministers to keep it in 
place. 

Sir Robert’s comments con- 
tradicted the Minister of Agri- 
culture, Nick Brown, who 
decided to extend the ban by six 
months on the grounds of sci- 
entific advice and because the 
need to protect public health 
was “paramount" 

Mr Brown infuriated farmes 
but claimed that he had to fol- 
low the advice, revealed in The 
Independent, of toe Chief Med- 
ical Officer, Uam Donaldson, 
that there was still a small risk 
of BSE remaining in beef 
bones. 


by Paul Waugh 
Political Correspondent 


But Sir Robert, the Depart- 
ment of Trade and Industry’s 
most senior scientist said that 
the ban was “a mixture, in my 
view; of a political and scientif- 
ic decision. On purely seientif- 
ic grounds I personally don’t see 

much point in banning beef-on- 
the-bone,” he told BBC radio. 

“But you have to see it in a 
much wider context of the past 
history; particularly in Europe,” 
he added. 

The Shadow trade and in- 
dustry secretary, John Red- 
wood, said that Sir Robert’s 
comments proved the “hum- 
bug" of the Government’s 
stance. 

The National Farmers’ 
Union also welcomed his com- 
ments, claiming that they 
proved the six-month ban 
should be lifted immediately. 

“We have always said that. 


based on the scientific evi- 
dence available and the minute 
risk from beef-on-the-bone, 
consumers should have the 
freedom to choose whether 

they eat it or not," a spokesman 

said. 

“Whether toe decision is sci- 
entific or political, the feet is 
that the ban has cot been lift- 
ed yet In term of our members 
this may cause concern but to 
a certain extent it doesn't mat- 
ter what the reason is." 

A leading Blairite think-tank 
claimed last night that the beef- 
oo-thfi-bone ban may have beat 
motivated as much by toe de- 
mands of Europe after .toe 
BSE-crisis as by concern for 
human health. ; 

Demos said that it was time 
for the Government to stop 
using “pseudo science” and 
allow consumers to make up 
their own mind about beef on 
the bone and genetically mod- 
ified foods. 
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Attack on 
Oftel’s 
number 
changes 


THE TELEPHONE watchdog 
Oftel came in Bor fiaw miifww 
yesterd^ for proposing yet an- 
other change to the numbering 
system. 

It was accused of failing to 
put customers first and rfhwn g 
too easily swayed by phone 
companies’ claims of technical 
difficulties with the pyretfng 
numbers. 

MPs said that Oftel should 
| review the phone numbering 
scheme “so that in future the 
scheme puts customers’ inter- 
ests first”. Plans to change 
phone numbers are due to be 
implemented in July. 

Customers in Cardiff, Coven- 
try. London, Portsmouth, 
Southampton and Northern 
Ireland will have to change 
their numbers under the 
scheme. 

The overhaul comes just 
four years after Phoneday, 
when numbers across the UK 
where altered by adding an 
extra l into every area code. 
Such changes are inconvenient 
for residential users and hit 
businesses with extra costs for 
publicising their new numbers. 

The report by the Trade and 
Industry select committee said 
that Oftel had foiled to consider 
alternatives to another up- 
heaval and did not ask cus- 
tomers for their views. “We 
recommend that when Oftel 

t next proposes changes to geo- 
graphic codes, residential and 
business customers in each of 
the areas affected are directly 
consulted,” the report said. 

Businesses that now use the 
freephone 0800 system are 
furious about the new system, 
which will see all such numbers 
changed. 

Many companies have spent 
thousands of pounds promoting 
their easy-to-remember num- 
bers, which wjU have to 
changed. The cost to buriness- 
of the swap has been estxmat- 


By Sarah Schaefer 
Political Reporter 

ed at £500m. Hie committee 
said it was “totally uncon- 
vinced" by Oftel 1 s arguments 
for the need to change free- 
phone numbers. 

It added that it was left with 
the impression that freephone 


to allow Oftel to take control ctf 
the most valuable numbers, 
which it could then auction to 
companies. 

OftePs director-general, 
David Edmonds, responded 
firmly to this last accusation, ar- 
gmng that OfteTs primary aim 
was to ensure sufficient ca- 
pacity on the telephone net- 
work. Mr Edmonds also said 
the changes to area codes were 

essp.nt jal 

“If these code changes do not 
take place as planned, London 
and perhaps other cities will run 
out of telephone number ca- 
pacity by summer 2000. It is 
highl y unlikely, therefore, that 

be made to what is now known 
as The Big Number campaign.” 

On 0800 numbers, Oftel said 
it had held (fiscussion with the 
Freephone Users Group and 
would look at new suggestions, 
which could allow some free- 
phone users to continue to use 
their existing numbers. 

The Freephone Users 
Group itself praised the MPs’ 
report Its chairman, John 
Chaplin, said: “Wa have waged 
a six-month campaign to 
Oftel see sense. This report 
must help Oftel realise that its 
ideas were and always have 
been flawed 

“We should now draw a line 
under this unfortunate episode 
and move forward with Oftel to 
achieve a solution that benefits 
business, the consumer net- 
work operators and the UK as 
a whale.” 
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Prize winners the Manic Street Preachers and Natalie Imbruglia 

Robbie Williams is 
the angel of the Brits 


Annie Lennox and Dave Stewart of the Emythmks reformed to accept their award 


ROBBIE WILLIAMS won three 
awards last night at The Brits 
- the biggest event in the rock 
and pop calendar The former 
Ihke That singer made a spec- 
tacular entrance at the start of 
the ceremony, coming on to the 
stage on a rope. 

Hie Manic Street Preachers 
won both the best group and 
best album awards; and there 
were two awards also for the 
Australian singer Natalie Im- 
bruglia, voted best interna- 
tional newcomer and best 
international female artist. 

The Eurythmics - Annie 
Lennox and Dave Stewart - 
reformed to play a set at the 
show's dimax after receiving 
the outstanding achievement 
award. 

In an evening at the London 
Arena in Docklands glittering 
with celebrities, and cabinet 
ministers, the focal point of the 
show was a political one - the 
launch of “Drop the Debt”, 
the music industry campaign, 
revealed in The Independent 
last week, to persuade world 
leaders to write off Third Warid 
debt 

The campaign was launched 
by the rock star Bono, of U2. In 
an emotional moment he pre- 
sented an award to the former 
world heavyweight champion 
Muhammad Ali, who has been 
an mtomatinnfli ambassador 
for the Jubilee 2000 campaign to 
cancel unpayable debt 

AH had said earlier: “Noth- 


by David lister 

Arts News Editor 

ing is more important to the 
poorest nations of Africa and 
Latin America than to be able 
to keep more of what they earn 
and invest it in their people and 
the lives and well-being of their 
children. I support Jubilee 

THE WINNERS 

Best group: Manic Street 
Preachers 

Album: Manic Street 
Preachers. This Is My Truth. 
Tell Me Yours 
Newcomer: Belle and 
Sebastian 

Dance act: Fatboy Slim 
Soundtrack: Titanic 
International group: The 
Corrs 

International 
newcomer: Natalie 
Imbruglia 

International male solo 
artist: Beck 
International female 
solo artist: Natalie 
Imbruglia 

British male solo artist: 
Robbie Williams 
British female solo 
artist: Des'Ree 
Single: Robbie Williams. 
"Angels" 

Video: Robbie Williams. 
“Millennium" 

Outstanding 
contribution: Eurythmics 


2000’s efforts to bring the issue 
of debt relief to the attention of 
the world." 

Fhtboy Slim, whose alter 
ego Norman Cook is marrying 
tile Radio One presenter Zoo 
Ball, was voted best dance 
act. and The Corrs were best 
international group. 

There was a further prize 
for the award laden Titanic, 
which won best film sound- 
track. Des'Ree was best 
British female artist, and Beck 
best male international artist 

Indy band Belle and Sebas- 
tian, highly papular on the col- 
lege circuit won the best 
British newcomer award. 

Robbie Williams's awards 
came for best British male 
artist best video for his song 
“Millennium", and best single 
for “Angels”. 

There was surprisingly no 
award, despite three nomina- 
tions, for Gomez, the band 
that won the Mercury Music 
Prize last year. 

Other familiar name s who 
missed out last night were 
Catatonia and Massive Attack, 
and in the international section 
Madonna and Alanis Moris- 
sette. 

Some of the biggest names 
in British pop - such as the 
Spice Girls and Oasis- did not 
receive nominations because 
their albums were released 
outride the quailing period. 

The tragic groupies. 
Renew, page 4 
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Student admissions 


revolution planned 







mm 


Exhausted runners gather after the world’s oldest pancake race In Olney Buckinghamshire, yesterday. The race, 
in its 544th year, is entered by women who compete for a kiss from the Pancake Bell ringer 2bm PUston 


A REVOLUTION in the way stu- 
dents apply for universities has 
been proposed by a working 
group of teachers and acade- 
mics. Students would apply 
electronically after tfcqy had 
taken A-leveis, instead of being 
offered places on the basis of 
grades predicted by teachers. 

Such a system has been dis- 
cussed for years but never put 
out to consultation before. Pre- 
vious attempts to introduce 
change foundered on the re- 
luctance of universities to alter 
terms and the insistence of 
exam boards that the dates for 
schools exam results could not 
be brought forward. 

At present, A-ievel results 
come out in the third week of 
August Under proposals de- 
vised by the working party ap- 
plicants would express a 
preference fin* courses and uni- 
versities during the previous 
two terms. They would go to 
open days and might be inter- 


By Judith Judd 
Education Editor 


viewed. Exam results would be 

published about 10 days earli- 
er in August Students would 
have a week in which to apply 
to university and would list 


would be abte to make three ap- 


tura rank students in order 

The exercise would be made 
possible by electronic matching 
of applicants’ choices to uni* 
versity places by the Universi- 
ties and Colleges Admissions 
Service. Students would then 
have to wait at least 10 days to 
hear if they had succeeded. 

Critics erf the existing system 

say students have difficulty 
choosing the right course and 
institution because they pick a 
list of six universities in De- 
cember nine months before 
they want to go to college. 

Some do not achieve the ex- 


pected grades and about 50,000 
people enter the clearing 

process nm by the Universities 
and Colleges Admissions Ser- 
vice, which matches students to 
spare places at the end of Au- 
gust in September Equal- 
ly, some students do better 
than they expected. 

A National Union of Stu- 
dents spokesman said: “The 
new system would give proper 
information to students, who 
could make informed decisions. 
We hope it will go some way to 
end the tottery of clearing and 
should be easier to administer 
and leave all concerned a lot 
less paperwork.’' 

Brian Smith, chairman of 
the working group and vice- 
chancellor of the University of 
Wales, sa id - “While the current 
system has some faults, it has 
proved to be generally reliable. 
Ws need to be sure azy new sys- 
tem will be a real improve- 
ment and will not present 


serious practical difficulties in 
its implementation. Once we 


officers and others we will con. 
sider the system further” 
Heads are eager for change. 
John D unford, general secre- 
tary of ffie Secondary Heads As- 
sociation, said: “We have been 
fighting hard to press the case 
for post-qualification entry to 
get away from the dependency 
on predicted grades and the 
tong period between application 
and admission. I bad hoped that 
the working port)* would lead to 
a full consultation of schools 
and universities rather than the 
present limited exercise.” 

The consultation will involve 
focus groups of admissions of- 
ficers and schools. 

Lord Dealing backed a post- 
qualification admissions system 
in his report on higher educa- 
tion and expected that the uew 
arrangements would begin 
within two years. 


Iceland 


The only 


Supermarket 


in Britain 


that has banned 


Frankenstein Food 


A year ago we became extremely worried about the tide of 
genetically modified ingredients secretly working their way into 
British food. 


Research showed that, while the food authorities were 
unconcerned, our customers were as worried as us. 


Last May we decided to trust our customers’ instincts and 

banned genetically modified ingredients from all Iceland own 
label products. We did it to give our customers a choice about 
the food they eat. And this is a real choice since Iceland sells just 
about everything these days, not just frozen. 


Of course, there is no conclusive evidence that CM foods are 
dangerous to human health. However, we are taking no chances. 
We like to say that if the Body Shop doesn't test on animals 
we won’t test on humans, and let’s face it GM food is a 
massive experiment. 


So, if the GM food crisis worries you, there is something you can 
do about it today. Shop with Iceland. 


And if the whole issue makes you angry, sign our in-store 
petition calling for a five year freeze, on GM food while you 
are there. 


£ 









k 








$ 

l 

/ 

C 

E 

L 

A 

N 

D 

% 


Fighting for better food 


For more information on the CM issue or Iceland's stance call our genetic hotline on 09 90 133973 or pick up a leaflet in store. 


Governors of 
failing colleges 
face the sack 


FAILING COLLEGES that do 
not improve could be closed 
under an aggressive drive to 
raise standards, which is due to 
be announced today. 

Ministers will tell governors 
they face the sack if they do not 
hit new targets for improving 
the worst performers. The 
tough regime is the roost de- 
manding yet to be imposed on 
further education colleges. 
George Mudie, an Education 
minister, is expected to deliver 
the Government's uncompro- 
mising message to the princi- 
pals and governors of the 446 
English colleges at their annual 
conference today. 

The best colleges can expect 
financial rewards, but there 
will be “zero tolerance" of those 
matted down by inspectors. Bfr 
Mudie is expected to tell the 
conference that some reports 
“make shocking reading”. 

“There are some excellent 
colleges. But there is too much 
complacency about standards; 
and there is some outright fail- 
ure,” he will say 

Colleges, which provide aca- 
demic and vocational courses 
for about four million people 
each year; are in the vanguard 
of Tony Blair’s drive to expand 
access to education and train- 
ing. As part erf this, ministers 
are determined to cut drop-out 
rates, as high as 85 per cent on 
some courses. Absenteeism is 
another target; with tp to 25 per 
cent of students missing class 
in some cases. 

But Mr Mudie will praise the 
very best sixth-form aixiforther 


BY BEN RUSSELL 
Education Correspondent 


education colleges, which pro- 
duce A-level results on a par 
with the highest-achieving 
grammar schools. 

Ministers will use a new 
£il5m standards fund to back 
measures to improve teaching 
standards and staying-on rates. 
New regulations giving them 
the powers to intervene are 
already fo place. 

Governors at one of Britain’s 
biggest colleges became the 
first victims oftheclampdown 
earlier this month when they 
were forced to resign after 
receiving unprecedented criti- 
cism from the FUrther Educa- 
tion BUndtng Council David 
Bfankett, the Secretary of State 
for Education, imposed a new 
board of governors at the 
23,000-student Wirral Metro- 
politan College after allega- 
tions of “mismanagement”. 

Reports due out at the aid 
of this month are expected to 
be highly critical of twqgirther 
colleges. Bilston Coutoonlty 
College in Wolverfaamjpband 
Matthew Boulton College in 

Bi rmingham • 

The warning to colleges 
comes after Mr Bliinkett's 
announcement last year of the 
biggest expansion yet ofsixth- 
fonn and further education col- 
leges. But he said the increase 
must be matched by improved 
standards. He warned f then 
the Government “will be as 
tough on foiling collegers' we 
have been on foiling schools”. 


The Worst Results 


Ranked by percentage of 
students who gain a 
qualification at the end of 
their course. 


Arnold and Carlton College, 
Nottingham - 26% 

College of North West 
London -31% 

Working Men's College. 
London - 31% 

Royal Forest of Dean 
College - 32% 


Hackney Community 
College -33% 

Barnet College - 34% 
Hammersmith and West ;' ’ 
London College -36% . 
Basildon College - 40% "• 
City of Liverpool College y 
-40% .r._ 

Stoke on Trent College -40% 
Thomas Danby College - 40% 


Source: Confirmed figures /Iran 
college performance Indicators 
1996*97. 


In Brief 


Acid attack conviction upheld 

PETER HUMPHREY 54, jailed for 12 years after settingup 
an aadattack that left a babysitter disfigured, lost his 
Court of Appeal claim that his conviction was unsafe. He 
tor^a man to throw acid at his estranged wife in Seaton. 
Devon. But Beverley Hammett, 19, opened the door 

Girl eats stashed cocaine 

a ge^ °f three ^ taken to hospital in Newcastle after 

eating cocaine hidden by dealers in a discarded . ” 

refrigerator; She thought it was sherbet and took a lick - 
before running home. She left hospital after treatments / 

Supermarket offers online love g 

of Somerfield, the J 

^ “V*" 1 ® given the chance to fall in., • f 
love through their own Intern** „„„„ c- B 


v 0 * 


aSt 


cei 


s iven «* chance to foil m, ■ 
love through their own Internet dating page Somerfield 
Soul Mates is thought to be a first in thewoxfcplace. ' ' . 

Crackdown on number plates -■/%. 

SSSTS? customise ** number plates to mate & 
to ^nsk befog fined and having the v. f 
amfecated The police and the Govmummt wffiA ; 
launch a scheme next month to try to combat crime. J\ 

Teenager killed mother over cari: ; 


t let him use her car. 
1A, of Darlington, Co 
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Group 
sex film 
passed 

by censor 


A HIGHLY controversial Danish 
film in which the characters 
pretend to be retarded and 
engage in some of the most 
explicit sex scenes outside the 
world of hard-core movies has 
been cleared for cinema 
release by the British Board of 
Film Classification. 

The uncut version of Lars 
Von Trier's The Idiots, a com- 
edy about a commune of young 
people wbo isolate themselves 
by pretending to be mentally 31 
or retarded, features a fleeting 
sexual penetration scene and 
erect penises in a group sex 
sequence. It premiered at last 
year’s Cannes Film Festival 
on a wave of notoriety about its 
copious sex and nudity. 

Although it received a fur- 
ther screening at the London 
Film Festival last November; 
there were doubts about 
whether it would receive the all- 
clear for a national cinema 
release in its unabridged form. 

The film’s UK distributor 
Metro Tartan, submitted The 
Idiots for classification at the 
beginning of December and its 


By Rhys Williams 

relatively swift sanction marks 
the second significan t decision 
by Robin Duval, who took 
over as director of the BBFC 
from James Ferznan four 
weeks ago. 

The fact that Mr Duval has 
wasted little tirm* in both 
approving The Idiots and grant- 
ing The £hx»x^avidfiO release 
wiD be seen by many in the film 
industry as evidence of the 
new regime’s determination to 
act derisively rather than let 
difficult issues drag on indefi- 
nitely. as has happened in the 
past with films such as Crash. 

Although the sight of pene- 
trative sex and erect penises is 
not unprecedented in British 
high street cinemas - the 1991 
Japanese film In fhe Realm of 
die Senses featured both, - it is 
extremely rare. 

The other likely area of con- 
trovert relates to the deletion 
of the men tally £Q ant? <fiqgh| pH 
As well as the pretence adopted 
by the film's central characters, 
T7ie Idiots also includes extras 



Lars Von Trier insisted on node days, where the cast, crew and director would all strip off in a bid to return to *pure cinema' Rex features 


who are genuinely disabled. 

Mr Duval said: “The first 
issue was whether the film 
would be offensive to people 
with genuine disabilities and 
that required a lot of thought, 

“The conclusion which we 
arrived at was that the 
approach was sensitive and 
positive. In no sense was it 


insensitive orparodic of people 
with genuine disabilities.” 
Sophie Thmchefl, managing 
director of Metro Tartan, said: 
“The film works as a whole. If 
you watch it for half-an-hom; 
you will come away with the 
wrong impression. The people 
who pretend to be disabled are 
revealing their inner idiot The 


film is more about the limita- 
tions of middle-class manners. 
If you are cracking up inside is 
it more useful to hold it in or let 
it out? It's about inhibitions, 
that's why there's so much 
nudity." 

Mr Vbn Trier has a reputa- 
thm as an enfant terrible of con- 
temporary dnema He directed 


the 1996 film Breaking the 
Wooes .which earned an Oscar 
nomination for the actress 
Emily Whtsoa and bis honor se- 
ries The Kingdom was shown 
on British television recently. 

The Idiots is the first prod- 
uct of Dogme 95, directors who 
agreed to maim films under 
strict rules, including shooting 


all scenes on location, using nat- 
ural light and hand-held cam- 
eras. This “vow of chastity" is 
an attempt, they say, to return 
to a pure cinema, stripped of 
technical trickery. During the 
making of The Idiots, Mr Vbn 
Trier insisted on nude days 
when everyone, cast, crew and 
director; all went naked. 


Racist threats drive English family out of Scotland 


AN ENGUSH family who moved 
to Scotland a year ago are 
packing their bags to return 
south after enduring what they 
say has been a year-long 
stream of racist taunts and at- 
tacks. Their two young girls 
were threatened with having 
their throats slit and their win- 
dows have been smashed. 

The last straw for John and 


By Stephen Goodwin 
S cotland Correspondent 

Jane Amiable, who moved from 
Nottinghamshire, came at the 
weekend when their house at 
Musselburgh was broken into 
- a burglary they are convinced 
was carried out by their anti- 
English tormentors. 

“Wfe know the people who (fid 


it,” Mrs Amiable. 31, said yes- 
terday “They were actually out 
in the street when we got bade, 
laughing about it and shouting 
T*** off back to England you 
English b****«*v 

Though the Commission for 
Itodal Equality mamtains such 
extreme anti-English behav- 
iour is rare, there is increasing 
evidence of an ugly side to the 


Scots' rekindled sense of na- 
tionhood The Annable family 
seems to have been unlucky. 

Mrs Annable is half Scottish 
and the family moved north 
after she traced her grand- 
mother to Musselburgh. They 
moved out of their first home in 
the Granton area of Edinburgh 
when “racists” smashed every 
window in the flat 


Mr Annable, 35, disabled 
since a mining accident 13 years 
ago, said it started with stones, 
but in the end their attackers 
were throwing rocks. 

Similar hatred greeted them 
in Musselburgh. Police were 
called when eight-year old Amy 
was attacked in the street a 
window was smashed and eggs 
thrown at the front of the house. 


A car window was broken days 
before the burglary, in which 
£20,000 of property was stolen. 

Bis wife claimed the trouble 
came from just two or three 
families who were not typical - 
“they’re the scum of the earth" 
- and a lot of neighbours had 
been good to them. Mrs 
Annable, who is a care assis- 
tant said she was too nervous 


to gooutunlessitwastowork. 
“I definitely think the Scottish 

Pariiampnl hag s omething to rin 

with this,” she said. 

Inspector Gavin Buist, race 
relations officer with Lothian 
and Borders Police, said a cor- 
relation had been noticed be- 
tween the announcement of 
the Home Rule parliament and 
anti-English incidents. 


Code on 
forged 
art to be 
issued 


By Ian Burrell 
Home Affairs Correspondent 


A CODE intended to protect art 
lovers who mistakenly buy 
forged or stolen works is to be 
unveiled by the Home Office. 

Raul Boat eng. minister for 
Crime Reduction and the Police, 
will give details next month of 
a due diligence code, which will 
help duped buyers to make 
insurance or compensation 
claims for works of art that 
hare to be returned to their 
rightful owners. 

The code has been brought 
in to reform a market that de- 
pends largely on cash transac- 
tions and which some art 
experts denounced last night as 
“medieval". Its introduction 
follows the jailing this week of 
John Drewe for masterminding 
the biggest fraud in contempo- 
rary art this century. 

Drewe flooded the interna- 
tional art market with works in 
the style of Alberto Giacomet- 
ti, Ben Nicholson. Jeon Dubuf- 
fet and Nicholas de StaeL He 
went to extraordinary lengths 
to provide histories, or prove- 
nances, for his works. 

The new code, featured in 
this week’s Law Society 
Gazette, has been drawn up by 
the Association of Chief Police 
Officers in conjunction with 
the Council for the Prevention 
of Art Theft It follows a 12- 
month pilot project 

Under the guidelines, art buy- 
ers will be advised to establish 
the identity and address of the 
seller and request a “paper 
trail" of documents to support 
the artefarfs sales history They 
will also be advised to make 
checks with registers of stolen 
art and pay by cheque. 

Robin Fly a council (firectoc 
said the code would help to 
modernise the art market “At 
the moment people take more 
care In bqying a lock-up garage 
in Southend than on the pur- 
chase of a piece of art costing 
£250,000. The art market is still 
operating the way it did 300 
years ago," he said. 


:* 




_ .1 {. *'* 




yjt $ 
„ : 


ri'V 


, •**!** 




f pjf 






A*** 


if** 


*♦ 

y‘- 



Compared re M. P>y™« * on an arerega 3 * bill of £330 


keeping prices on loud. British Gas 

Home Energy 



y-- 


Q 




8/PARLIAMENT 


THE INDEPENDENT 

WwJnesdny 17 February 1999 


j 1 



HQI 
ODf 
low; 
1 2.1 
2_2C 
A.SC 

9.01 
Hea 
65! 
Stai 
Gn> 
Fro* 
6.3C 
line 
spe 
5.5> 

12.1 

ILB 

ODI 

Hill 

4.2( 

Bre 

1.5f 

Utc 

S.« 

The 

Sha 

2.5C 

5.31 

K1L 

TH£ 

328 

Kinl 

Prir 

HIM 

AB« 

BR: 

ZA 

Fro 

Voii 

2.I* 

MU 

OD 

gat 

1A 

Ma 

4.1 
12. 
Ste 

PS 

PR1 

Pec 

Bu; 

4 4 
Bre 
8pr 
Hoi 

6.2 

5.3 
12. 
n. 

Pec 

1.3 
Egl 

4.0 
bla 

PU 

AB 

BU* 

8.2 

Grc 

15 

spe 

5.1 

PU 

AB 

Bri 

12. 

Jac 

Lit 

Ini 

Rl< 

OC 

Ric 

2.3 

lit 

9.: 

12. 

OC 

BR 

a 

■a ; 

2 .‘. 

2/ 

2.1 
An 
■?./ 

RC 
AE 
A I 

3 : 

Br 

6. 

1.' 

or 

05 
12 
• -i 

•i.' 

Dc 

Dr 

U 

lin 

■V 

Tr. 

M. 

" I 
12 


Vo 

SI 

AI 

Si 


SI 

VI 


Tories choke on chance to make a meal of GM panic 


IT WAS easy to understand why the 
geeks and political eggheads in 
the Tory party backroom thought 
they would be on to a good thing by 
exploiting the public panic over ge- 
netically modified food. 

There was the Prime Minister 
underpressure, they thought, from 
all quarters, with the high court of 
media and public opinion unim- 
pressed by his statements that he 
eats ftmny food with relish and lash- 
ings of genetically modified toma- 
to paste. All the politically organic 
ingredients were there for an op- 
position show-stopper media hys- 
teria, public outrage, ministerial 
links with supermarkets' profit mo- 


tives, sacked scientists, cover-ups 
and a general feeling of the Gov- 
ernment in a mess. 

So it was hardly surprising the 
Tbiy agriculture spokesman, Tim 
Veo, was encouraged to weigh in 
with a demand for a government 
emergency statement Opposition 
whips had succeeded, for once, in 
mustering a respectable turn-out 
and William Hague put in an ap- 
pearance to encourage Mr Yeo to 
go over the top. Yet thing; did not 
go Mr Yeo’s way for long. 

The Shod minister, Jeff Hooker 
blinded the House with science 
and bluster and regained the ini- 
tiative with a bravura performance. 


MrVeo began by complaining that 
the Minister of Agriculture, Nick 
Brown, was absent and that no cab- 
inet ‘minister was present 

He accused the Government of 
being under pressure from Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton and, in a gibe 
against the DTI minister Lord 
Sainsbuiy of Hirville, demanded 
ministers whose independence and 
integrity could be relied upon. 

It should have been an easy ride 
for Mr Yeo, but bis obvious political 
opportunism shone through too 
brightly for Mr Rooter to have 
much difficulty rebutting the as- 
sault His most effective response 
was a list of genetically modified 


The sketch 



MICHAEL 

BROWN 

products on sale, with dates, under 
Tory rule, when they were ap- 
proved. “'Tomato paste - approved 
in 1994; soya beans -1995; maize- 


first approved in 1996-97.” Mr Rnok- 
er soon got into overdrive, trapping 
the Tbries by saying he genuinely 
believed “we can say that the pub- 
lic ran have confidence in foods 
placed on sale by ministers in the 
previous government**. 

“What about raw potatoes?” 
shouted a Tbiy firm a sedentary po- 
sition, in a reference to the alleged 
finding s that have created the cur- 
rent scare. Mr Roofcer seized his op- 
portunity with a clever put-down. 
“My advice on raw potatoes is the 
same as on raw chicken -don't eat 
it; dont do it” 

His most devastating put-down 
of the Ibries was to remind the 


House they bad negotiated against 
other EU member-states’ propos- 
als for a food-labelling warning 
when they were in government 

By now Mr Rooker was in con- 
fident mood, aided by the Tory 

rebd Ian Thylor (Surbiton), vho re- 
ferred to “headless chickens” of the 

l ^man variety who were a greater 
threat to the’ consumer than ge- 
netically modified food. Mr Taylor 
brought common sense to the pro- 
ceedings by asking the minister to 
makp clear to the public that there 
is no such thing as safe food. 

Mr Rooker was on a roll and 
seized the opportunity presented fay 
Mr Tfrylor further to embarrass the 


Tories. Mr Hague could see things 
were not going his party’s way and 
made a quick exit William Cash (C, 
Stone) said “It doesn't matter what 
decisions were taken in the 1980s 
or 1990s". prompting Labour shouts . 
of “Oh yes it does". 7 

But Mr Cash made a plea, as 

cep ted by Mr Rooker that the issue 

should not be left exclusively to sci- 
entists and should be referred toaih 
ad-hoc select committee. 

Mr Rooter sat down to harirsfaps 
from his own side, with the Tories 
looking bemused at how he bad sue- - 
cessfully turned the tables against 
them. 

Thomas Sutcliffe is away 


Safety pledge 
on sale of 

% 

modified food 


THE GOVERNMENT made a 
fresh attempt to reassure the 
public about genetically modi- 
fied foods yesterday by declar- 
ing that consumer safety was its 
top priority. 

Jeff Rooker; the Fbod min- 
ister, promised MPs that such 
foods would be clearly labelled 
with no “free-for-all” on the re- 
lease of modified crops into the 
environment 

Answering an emergency 
question, Mr Rooker stressed 
that products such as tomato 
paste and soya were put on the 
market only after “careful 
scrutiny” of their health impact 

He said that much current 
public concern could have been 
avoided if the last government 
had forced American manu- 
facturers to segregate GM from 
non-GM ingredients. He said 
that the Tbries “missed the 
boat” by foiling to secure agree- 
ment with the European Union 
to insist that the products were 
separated and labelled. 

British retailers claim that 
they cannot identify modified 
soya products because sup- 
plies from the US use a mixture 
of GM and non-GM sources. 


GM PRODUCE 


by Paul Waugh 
P olitical Correspondent 

To the cheers of Labour 
backbenchers, Mr Rooker also 
revealed that GM-based toma- 
to paste was approved by the 
Tories for sale in 1994, soya in 
1995 and maize in 1996 and 1997. 

The Government had 
opened up to public scrutiny the 
activities of its advisory panels 
on GM issues and was pressing 
the European Commission to 
label animal feeds as quicfcfy as 
possible. 

“We believe we have a robust 
system for ensuring that the 
consumer is fully protected. 
Above all it is the Govern- 
ment’s first priority to ensure 
that the safety of consumers is 
fully protected.” Mr Rooker 
said. He condemned recent 
press “scare stories" about the 
issue and claimed that biotech- 
nology development bad “huge 
potential” to benefit society. 

However; the Tory agricul- 
ture spokesman. Tim Vfeo. said 
that public confidence over the 
issue was being damaged by 
government “mishandling”. 


He said the only way to re- 
store public confidence was to 
recognise the risks and have 
ministers whose “indepen- 
dence and integrity” could be 
relied on. 

He demanded to know 
whether Tony Blair had come 
under pressure from Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton to help out 
Monsanto, the American 
biotech giant that has led the 
controversial field, and called 
for a three-year delay before 
bertndde tolerant and insect re- 
sistant crops were planted on 
a commercial basis. 

“A Government that gets its 
friends to suppress the publi- 
cation of inconvenient research 
findings, accepts sponsorship 
from companies involved in 
promoting the commercial 
growth of GM crops and refus- 
es to publish the advice it re- 
ceives on this sensitive issue 
doesn't deserve the public's 
trust,” he said. 

Paul Tyier the Liberal De- 

. mnwat fpnii ^lcpgroin ; 

for effective labelling, which - 
he said was crudalto ailow the 
public and British. relfljlgrs to 
mate deasions. 



Tony Blair receiving a kiss from a nurse while visiting the emergency ward at North Hampshire hospital, Basingstoke John Lawrence 

Hereditary peers deal upsets MPs 


GROWING DISCONTENT was 
apparent among Labour back- 
benchers yesterday over Gov- 
ernment plans to retain nearly 
100 hereditary peers beyond 
stage one of House of Lordsre-" 
form, althou gh P eter Mandel- . 
son, the* former cabinet 
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LORDS HEFORM 

by Sarah Schaefer 
P olitical Reporter 

minister; insisted that: the deal 
would safeguard other impor- 
tant legislatio n 
Andrew Maddnlay, the MP 
for Thurrock, made dear he 
was “nothappy” about the pro- 
posal and said there was “deep 
concern” whether the “unsat- 
isfactory” transitional stage 
would endure. “The principle of 
hereditary peers is alien to us 
who are socialist," he said 
But Mr Mandelson defend- 
ed the amendment, to be put 
forward fay Lord Weather®, 
the chairman of the cross- 
benchers, which would allow 91 


hereditaries to be elected to the 
Lords during the transitional 
stage. He said it would be “an 
added incentive” for heredi- 
tary peers not to disrupt .the 
reform. .. 

Speaking .during tjtje^re- 
sumed committee stage of the 
House of Lords Bill, which will 
scrap their right to sit and 
vote, the MP for Hartlepool 
said the deal would enable the 
Government's entire legisla- 
tive programme to proceed 
“expeditiously.” 

John McADion, the Labour 
MP for Dundee East, said he 
would vote aganist such plans 
if introduced into the BH1 in the 
Lords. The Commons was 
being asked to pay “a kind of 


Danegeld” to the Lprds to stop 
it blocking other Bills, he said 

Tony Benn, the MP for 
Chesterfield, has already 
warned that the Government 
could face a backbench revolt 
if it accepts the proposed com- 
promise because it would 
breach the party’s manifesto 
commitment to abolish hered- 
itaries’ voting rights. 

Dr I jam Fbx, the Tbiy con- 
stitutional spokesman, said the 
Commons was being “treated 
with contempt” by a Govern- 
ment that expected Labour 
MPs to oppose the amendment 
if put forward in the Commons 
but vote for it when the B01 
comes back from the Lords. 
“We have a eunuch parliament 


Labour backbenchers are there 
merely for the convenience of 
the executive. Members allow- 
ing themselves to be patsies of 
toe executive is a deeply dispir- 
iting experience!” 

Margaret Beckett the Com- 
mons leader; ruled out accept- 
ing the compromise move m the 
Commons because, if the Bill is 
blocked in the Lords, ministers 
want to be able to invoke the 
Parliament Act to force it onto 
the Statute Book without foe 
Weatherill amendment 
Mr Benn said: “If this goes 
through, the first example <rf foe 
modernisation for the millen- 
nium is the Prime Minister 
making 91 hereditary peers 
into life peers.” 


Cook warns of Poll highligh ts 
Kosovo failure Tory Euro split 


ROBIN COOK, the Foreign Sec- 
retary, will return to the Koso- 
vo peace talks at RambouSlet 
after warning the Commons 
that the negotiations could end 
in failure. 

Mr Cook will meet his 
French counterpart, Hubert 
Vedrine, to review progress 
and try to push the Serbs and 
ethnic Albanians towards a set- 
tlement to stop the fighting . 
However; speaking in the Com- 
mons yesterday, Mr Cook 
warned that a successful out- 
come was far from assured 

“In my statement to the 
House two weeks ago, I warned 
that I could not guarantee that 
toe talks would necessarily end 
m agreement That remains the 
case today," he said. 

The international powers 
have set a deadline of noon on 
Saturday for a deal at the peace 
conference in the 14th-century 


PEACE TALKS 


By Bob Roberts 


chateau outside Paris. Serb 
negotiators appear to have 
backed down on the key de- 
mand to allow the ethnic Alba- 
nians wide-ranging self-rule. 

The Kosovo Albanians also 
seem reatfy to sign a three-year 
interim agreement and tone 
down their demands for inde- 
pendence. 

However the sticking point 
is whether the Serbs will agree 
to a Nato-led force coming into 
Kosovo to enforce toe (foal - 
which both the Albanians and 
the Americans have insisted 
upon. 

The talks continued as the 
first contingent of British tanks, 
armoured vehicles and artillezy 
destined for a possible role in 
a Kosovo peacekeeping force 
setsaiL 


A BREAKAWAY pro- European 
Tory party would embarrass 
William Hague by winning 
widespread support in this 
summer’s European Parlia- 
ment elections, a new Mori 
poll has found. 

The poll, commissioned by 
two former Conservative 
MEPs, showed 11 per cent of 
the public would vote for a 
party that strongly backed a 
single European currency at 
the elections in June. 

Mori found that support for 
the official Conservative Party 
would also be cut from 26 per 
cent to just 20 per cent leaving 
it with no more seats than in 
1994, when Labour swept to vic- 
toiy across the country. 

By contrast the party list 
system means that the pro- 
Europeans could win up to half 
a dozen seats. If Kenneth 
Clarke was their leader; their 


MORI POLL 


By Paul Waugh 


vote would rise to 19 per cent 
the survey found. 

The research was commis 
stoned by the Pro-Euro Con 
servative Party a group set uj 
by the former 'feiy MEPs Bren- 
dan Donnelly and John Stevem 
after they resigned from the 
party over its hardline stance 
on toe euro. They said William 
Hague could not survive suefc 
a “humiliation”. 

A spokesman for Conserva- 
tive Central Office said: “This 
is just sour grapes from the 
sour grapes party. These two 
guys have no credibility be- 
cause they couldn’t get through 
the democratic selection 
process of the party.” Other 
polls showed that the majority 
backed the Tbry stance to see 
how the euro worked first 


Reform setback 

for legal aid 

GOVERNMENT measures to 
overhaul the Legal Aid 
system suffered another 
setback when peers voted 
189 to 1S4 to prevent the 
proposed Criminal Defence 
Service (CDS) from 
employing lawyers. Under 
the Access to Justice Bill, 
the Legal Aid Board will be 
replaced by a new 
government-run CDS, which 
will give contracts to 
lawyers for publicly funded 
criminal cases. But Lord 
Thomas of Gresford, the 
deputy High Court judge 
and Liberal Democrat peec 
argued that there was no 
need for the change. 


The house 



Today’s agenda 

Lords ZJOpm 

■ Debate on closure of 
Severn Ttinnel in summer 

■ Debate on separation of 
powers in the Lords 
between judiciary and 
legislative and executive 
branches of Government 

■ Debate on replies to 
correspondence by 
ministers and offic ials 


Deaths from 
toxic fumes 

ABOUT 30 people a year die 

from carbon-monoxide 
poisoning and one-third of 
the deaths are believed to 
have taken place in rented 
accommodation, the 
Housing minister Nick 
Raynsford said. 

Official trips 

travel COSTS of Michael 
Meache^ the Environment 
minister and an 
accompanying dvfl servant 
were £8,709 when they took 
business class flights to 
New Zealand to discuss 
possible environmental 
damage to the Antarctic last 
month. The Deputy Prime 


Questions 

and 

Answers 

Minister, John Prescott, 
confirmed he had tafcpn 
RAF plane and helicopter 
flights six times since 
Labour took power in May 
1997. 

Parliament date 

the SCOTTISH Parliament, 
the first north of the border 
in nearly 300 years, will 
meet on Wednesday 12 May 
at its temporary building 
on the Mound, Edinburgh, - 
the Government 
announced. 
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Millennium prize winner 
derides ‘sickening hype’ 


Hilary Jolly, the -winner of the millennium hymn competition, at St Paul’s Cathedral yesterday Neville Elder 


ORGANISERS OP the St Paul’s 
Cathedral hymn for the mil* 
lennium competition were 
probably thrilled when they 
heard their winner was the 
aptly named Hilary Jolly. Yes- 
terday, at the prize-giving, their 
joy must have seemed a little 

premature as she lamhagtoa ap 

aspects of the celebrations. 

Given the choice, Mrs Jolly. 
52, would have ignored the ar- 
rival of the year 2000. She was 
“sickened by millennium hype", 
which she described as “pagan 
and most unpleasant". 

Her parish priest persuaded 
her to compose a hymn for the 
mfllennhnn. “As he put it, Tf the 
millenni um is going to be cel- 
ebrated, we should claim it for 
Jesus Chris?" she said, adding 
“And that’s about as positive as 
I can feel about the millennium, 
quite frankly.” 

Speaking in St Faith’s 
Chapel, in the crypt of St Rnd’s, 
Mrs Jolly, from Cambridge, 
elaborated on what she meant 
by pagan hype. “Dare I say it 
the Dome, and a lot of other 


By Clare Garner 

Religions Affairs Correspondent 


things besides ” At this point 
the Dean of St Paul’s, the Very 
Rev John Moses, was con- 
cerned that what was supposed 
to be a happy occasion was tak- 
ing a latter turn. “In this cathe- 


dral let's be quite dear what 
dome she means," he said, hy- 
ing to leaven the mood. 

But Mrs Jolly had the bit be- 
tween her teeth. “The other 
Dome, the lesser Dome,” she 
railed. “1 think it’s a temple to 
Man... I particularly dislike the 
feet that it seems to have as the 


THE HYMN FOR 2000 


First and last verses of the 
winning hymn. "Through 
the Darkness of the Ages”. 
Words by Hilary Jolly. 

Music by Paul Bryan. 


Faithful through two 
thousand yeors. 


Through the darkness of the 
ages. 

Through the sorrows of the 
days. 

Strength of weary 
generations. 

Lifting hearts in hope and 
praise. 

Light in darkness, /oy in 
sorrow. 

Presence to allay all fears. 
Jesus, you have kept your 
promise. 


Master, we shall sing your 
praises. 

Man of sorrows. Cod of 
power. 

For the measured march of 
seasons 

Shall at last bring in the 
hour 

When, as lightning leaps the 
heavens. 

You return to lead us 
home. 

You hove promised, ‘f am 
coming ". 

Swiftly, our Lord Jesus, 
come. 


centre-piece a giant human 
figure. The millennium is nul 
about Man, it’s about God." 

Mrs Jolly's hymn, chosen 
from entries, is set to music 

by Paul Bryan, director of 
music at St John's College 
School, Cambridge. His entry 
beat 309 other tunes. 

Mrs Jolly, who has two chil- 
dren, beard the combination of 
words and music for the first 
time yesterday. She was 
thrilled. “I was expecting, in 
rather a cynical way. some- 
thing much more upbeat I'm 
happy, because it’s dignified." 

The hymn will be sung at the 
national millennium service at 
St Raul's on 2 January 2000 and 
in churches across Ihe country 
throughout next year. The or- 
ganisers of the competition 
hope it will find its way into 
mainstream hymn bonks. 

Asked if she hud plans for 
New Year's Eve WW. Mrs Jolly 
said “1 will go to bed. as I al- 
ways do. at about 8 3Dpm and 
get up. as I always do. at about 
5 -30am." 


Pill scare 


drives 


abortions 


to record 


A LONG-TERM crisis of confi- 
dence in oral contraception, 
sparked by the PHI scare three 
years ago, has led to the high- 
est level yet of legal abortions 
in the UK, according to new 
government statistics. 

In 1998. abortions readied 14 
per LOOT women of childbearing 
age, compared with 12 per 1,000 
just before the October 1995 Pill 
scare. The rate was 8 per 1,000 
in 1971. Abortions were de- 
criminalised in 1968. 

There was national concern 
when seven of the most popu- 
lar; newer brands of the Pill 
were found to be twice as like- 
ly to cause dangerous blood 
clots as older cheaper brands. 
Users were advised to switch 
brands, but many immediately 
stopped using contraception, 
rwailting fn a rash nf unptonnpH 
pregnancies and terminations 

Latest government statis- 
tics suggest the problem has 
not gone away with a 4 percent 
increase in abortions in the 
last three months of 1998 com- 
pared with the same period the 
year before. The increase has 
been across all age groups. 

Karen DunneH editor of the 

Office for National Statistics 
(ONS) bulletins, said yesterday: 
There is a general feeling, 
perhaps, that the Pill scare 
caused a crisis of confidence in 
methods of contraception. It 
may be why slightly larger 
numbers of women are decid- 
ing to use abortion." 

Analysis published yesterday 

also revealed a mortality crisis 
for the thirty-something gen- 
eration. Although the death 
rate has been 'decreasing for 
generations, it has stopped 
falling for people in their twen- 
ties and thirties. For some 


BY LOUISE JUKY 


groups of men, death rates 
were higher in 1994-96 than 
they were 10 years ago. Drug 
and alcohol dependence has led 
to a higher incidence of mental 
disorders, the researchers said 
Hie problem is compounded by 
deaths from Aids and high sui- 
cide rates. One in four deaths 
among men in their twenties is 
a suicide. 

Fbr women, breast and cer- 
vical. cancer deaths are de- 
creasing. But deaths from 
digestive problems - particu- 
larly (hie to alcohol- are hitting 
women in their early thirties. 
Mortality rates have improved 
least among women aged 30-34. 

Statistics also showed that 
GPS had heeded advice from 
the British Thoracic Society 
on treating asthma with in- 
haled steroids rather than 
drugs that tacHe the symptoms 
alone. 

Dr Seeromame Harding re- 
ported a range of statistics 
proving you are more likely to 
die younger if you are unem- 
ployed or poor People who ex- 
perienced more than one 
period of unemployment had 
higher death rates than those 
who remained employed. Peo- 
ple raised in children's homes 
and men placed in detention or 
psychiatric centres had a con- 
siderably higher risk of ill- 
health and premature death. 

The ONS has previously pub- 
lished evidence of the high 
mortality rates of Irish mi- 
grants in England and ’Wales. 
New figures confirm a mortal- 
ity rate, even among second- 
generation Irish migrants, 20 
per cent high er than of all other 
people in England and Wales. 
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Plane nearly hit 
city’s radio mast 


AN AIRCRAFT carrying 48 pas- 
sengers came close to a trans- 
mitter mast in a heavily 


BY Philip Thornton 
TV ansport Correspondent 


miner mast 7*. 

populated part of a city centre 

after it flew wildly off course, 

■ miKhcmvi 


after it new wuoiy 
according to a report published 
yesterday. 


^TheBrymon Airways Dash- 
8 plane flew near the radio 

r anil nf 


8 plane uw . . — - 
mast in the Northfield area of 
Aberdeen as it was coming m 
to land on 29 September last 


^The report into the incident 
by the Air Accident lnvestiga- 
... .. found the plane 


by the Air Acaaem 

tions Branch, found the plane 

was only 27 metres from U le 

. IL.WlKATIIptrRA 


was only 27 metres ffo m me 
mast vertically but 650 metres 
away laterally. 

A^rdingW^ta^ 




School were rustled in the air- 
craft’s slipstream. The AAIB re- 
port found that the 51-year-old 
pilot made a series of errors. 
The course he set for landing 
was 90 degrees off what it 
should have been, it said. 

He had to abandon his first 
attempt at landing and as he at- 
tempted a “go around” to land 
again, he got his height/speed 
ratio muddled before the plane 
levelled at the height agreed 
with air traffic controllers and 
landed safely 

The report said the captain, 
who has since resig ne d, in- 
tended to attempt a manual ap- 
proach, but re-engaged the 
autopilot during the first de- 
scent. He ended up well away 
from where he should have 
been, but was unaware why. 


Evolution invests some with an 
/• enviable peace of mind. 
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The Laguna Alize with 2 years' free servicing 

and 0% finance.’ 


Every now and then evolution throws us a bit of a 
curve ball. The Renault Laguna Alize hatch- 
back and estate, for example, come with 2 years’ 
free servicing’ and 2 years' 0% finance.' 
Total peace of mind in a brutal dog eat dog world. 

Naturally you're thinking there has to be some 
trade off. Wrong. The Alize has all the creature 
comforts you'd expect, like air-con, ABS, a 
60 watt CD player, driver's airbag, electric sunroof 
and side impact protection bars. If you’re 
finding all that hard to swallow, wait until you hear 
this. The Laquna Alize 16V will cost you from 
just £14,700 on the road. Strange world, isn't it? 
For more information call 0800 525150. 


The New Laguna 
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SAVE { 30 


SAVE £150 




ON PERIPHERALS 


PACKARD BELL 


AGFA 

Flatbed Scanner 

600 x 1200 dpi optical resolution. 
MODEL Agfa Snajncan I212p. 


Cyrix Mil 300 Processor 

32Mb RAM, 3.2Gb Hard Disk, 512k 
Cache Memory, 32x Multimedia, 
4Mb Graphics,* 14" Colour Monitor, 
56k Modem, plus over £500 worth 
of software* including Windows 98, 
Word, Works, Encarta 98, GCSE 
Maths and English, Pingu, Actua 
Soccer 2, a selection of Internet 
software and more. 

MODEL: Club 40 


WAS £1 19 


resolution. « 

30 bit colour. JB 4% S 

MODEL; Simplex DP30F. U <kM 


SAVE ( 20 


ON PRINTERS 




PC WORLD SALE PRICE 



Sony 24x playback. 

4k Write. 2x Rewrite wmmmm 
MODEL: Sony CRX I0OE. W & tuU 
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NEW SPECIAL 
OFFER 



PACKARD BELL 


CAMERA 

Otynpn ltQ4 1 768 m nnHolutav 
MOOR; C-I00QL IWlf JLB»in 




1349 


extra 

SALE 
SAVING 

III 


PROCESSOR 


56k v.90 


NEW 

RELEASES 


ON SOFTWARE 


Earopress 

GCSERaan 

tame with the best 
sefcig range of GCSl 
software runmak Tiifcs 
avaiablr Matte English, 
Physics. Otenwtiy, 


EXTRA SALE SAVING 




366MHz Intel* Celeron 1 * 1 Processor 

64Mb SDRAM, 6.4Gb Hard Disk, 128k Cache Memory, 
32x Multimedia, 4Mb lx AGP ATI Rage Pro Graphics, 
56k Modem, 15" Colour Monitor, phis over £1000 
worth of software* including Windows 98, Ultimate 
Race Pro, Redline Racer, Word 97, Woks 45, 

Money 98 and much more. MODEL Pulsar (366. 


PC WORLD PRICE 


' * * *. 
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COMPAQ VJ 

333MHz AMD Kfr-2 Processor 

64Mb (Fast 100MHz) SDRAM, 512k Cache Memory; 45Gb 
Hard Disk, 32x Multimedia 4Mb 64-bit Direct 3D Graphics*, 
56k \l 90 Modan, 15* Cobw Monfes; tWxkw 98, Word 97 
Works 45, Quicken and choose 7 top software tides. 1 
MODEL Presario 2291 


SAVE {100 


PC WORLD SALE PRICE 


Moray's' 

A Bus's USe 
Activity Centre 

YouU be buftyed tnth 
radlrmem os you explore a 
«*wfd of creative game and 
actirtin based on die latest 
Disney Kwmuma 
btadbuster. 


A Bugs Life 
Action Game 


Let the action begin in the 
fast and turns nortd of 


A Bug’s bfe. There's 


HEWLETT PACKARD 


400MHz Intel 11 Celeron™ Processor 

64Mb SDRAM, 6.4Gb Hard Disk, 

1 28k Cache Memory, 4x DVD Drive, NC WORLD PRICE 

8Mb 3D 2x AGP ATI Rage Pro Turbo INC ^ 

Graphics, 1 5" Colour Monitor, Vfl T V 

56k v.90 Modem, Windows 98, £ I 

MS Works, Quicken, Money 99, £ B 

Encarta 99 World Atlas and more. 

MODEL: Pavilion 6405. 
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Sim City SOM 

create your own buikfings 
and customise your 
landscape until the 
tong^WMited tetast 
instalment in the 
Sim City senes. 





ftWc promise that if you find the same offer available at 
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of purchase, we'll refund the difference guaranteed - 
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HOME NEWS 


‘Bawdy’ police 
are cleared in 
air rage case 
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two police officers and their by Kate Watson-Smyth 
mend were acquitted yesterd*y 


of being drunk on an aircraft 

after they denied gyratingto the 

film The FuU Monty and mis- 
behaving on a flight from Flori- 


said they had clearly been 
bawdy and disruptive. 

Inspector David Gareth Per- 
rett his son, PC Richard Per- 
rett and Peter Beck, a publican, 
were returning to Manchester 
from a golfing holiday in Or- 
lando, where they enjoyed a 
“fabulous tune' 1 . 

They denied drunkenness 
on an aircraft, using foul lan- 
guage and dancing to the in- 
flight film during the seven- 
and-a-half-hour trip. But Mr 
Justice Ensor said the jury- 
had been merciful and the de- 
fendants’ conduct was clearly 
unworthy of the position they 
held as police officers. 

He refused to award them 
costs, adding: “You were not 
guilty of a c riminal offence but 
it was clear your behaviour 
was objectionable. There was 
dear evidence from five pas- 
sengers, supported by four 
members of the cabm crew; that 
you were behaving in a loud and 
bawdy mannwr and that you 
spwlt the flight for a number of 
passengers.” 

He said Mr Beck, 56. should 
have known better because of 
his position as a licensee. Kosp 



Richard Perrett: Cleared 

Herrett, 49, and his 25-year-old 
son, both with the West York- 
shire Police, were said to have 
insulted and mocked two el- 
derly lady passengers for re- 
fusing to watch the film about 
male strippers. 

Helen Bartlett, 78, of New- 
castle-under-Lyme, Stafford- 
shire, said: “They called us 
‘dykes’ and that upset me 
greatly because my husband 
had not been dead very long _ 
When the film came on I was 
not interested in it, but they 
were lauding uproariously and 
they started to get personal" 
Betty Bailey 7L of Whtefield, 
West Yorkshire, said the de- 
fendants had started drinking 
before the aircraft took off 
“They were bragging and 


showing off _ 1 think they were 
all trying to intimidate us." 

Insp Perrett, a policeman for 
28 years, claimed the women 
had misheard a conversation 
about motorbikes. “The only 
thing I can assume is that we 
were talking about trikes," he 
said. “They must have mis- 
heard or misinterpreted it. I bad 
not intentionally said any thing 
to the ladies." 

Ian Metcalfe, for the prose- 
cution, said a passenger saw 
Richard Perrett handing out a 
litre bottle of gin among bis 
group after their in-flight drinks 
had been served. The men 
refused to surrender their pass- 
ports to a stewardess when 
she asked them, and quietened 
only after the pilot had spoken 
to them. 

Later a senior West York- 
shire officer said internal dis- 
ciplinary action against the two 
officers, which had been sus- 
pended during the trial, was 
being reopened. 

■ Lee Thresher 29, an elec- 
trician, admitted endangering 
a BA flight by smashing a win- 
dow after drinking three double 
whiskies and taking a Valium. 
Uxbridge magistrates were told 
Thresher; of Huflbridge, Essex, 
also attacked two passengers 
on the plane from Heathrow to 
Bangkok. He will be sentenced 
at Isleworth Crown Court on 31 
March. 





Children from the Royal Ballet’s Chance to Dance programme at the topping-out celebrations at Cownt (iai .Jen 

‘Elite’ Garden goes all demo 
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Hotel guests wreak havoc 


HOTEL BOSSES and police are 
tackling a growing problem in 
the accommodation industry - 
hotel rage. Staff have fallen vic- 
tims to attacks ranging from 
verbal abuse to physical as- 
sault, said Strathctyde Police. 

The force is hosting a sem- 
inar to advise hoteliers how to 
cope with troublemakers. A po- 
hce spokesman said: “Glas- 
gow’s growing reputation as a 
centre for business, culture 
and tourism has seen an ih- 


By Paul hunter 

crease in the number ofhotels. 
Unfortunately this has also 
brought an increase in volatile 
behaviour. Staff can face vari- 
ous forms of violence and we 
want to make sure they have 
the best training so they can 
deal with these incidents.” 

Bill fbx whose company. 
Maybe, specialises in the man- 
agement of aggression and per- 
sonal safety advice, scud the 


difficulties experienced by hotel 
staff were no different to those 
experienced in other jobs. 

“This problem goes right 
across the board. There is in- 
creasing awareness and con- 
cern about violence In the 
workplace everywhere and the 
issue has a very high profile.” 

Tom Stannage, chairman of 
Glasgow City Centre Hotel 
Which, said: ‘Anything that carl 
help staff deal with difficult sit- 
uations is good” 


ACCESSIBLE, INSPIRING and 
exciting: none of these adjec- 
tives could have been used 
about the Royal Opera House 
over the past five years. 

Butyestenfay the £2i6m re- 
development in Covent Garden, 
central London, was unveiled 
for its topping-out ceremony It 
proved a transformation of the 
House, not just in terms of ar- 
chitecture and public image. 
The renovation of the original 
1858 building by the architect 
Jeremy Dixon includes new 
public areas, new rehearsal 
and performance studios and a 
pubfic -rooftop terrace with 
views over London. 

Most impressive of all is the 


By David Lister . 

Arts News Editor 

restoration of the main part of 
the I9th-centuiy Floral HaH the 
roof of which was destroyed by 
fire in the 1960s, and which was 
recently used as a scenery 
store. Yesterday it was dear 
bow this will become a vast and 
striking main foyer open to 
the public during the day, and 
with a large glass frontage on 
to the street 

What underlies afl the ar- 
chitectural improvements on 
display was a belated realisa- 
tion that access and anti-Clitism 
must speak through the shape 
of the building as well as 


through ticket prices. And so 
there are studio theatres that 
will give lunchtime perfor- 
mances, free at least once a 
week, better sightlines and 
leg-room In the newly air- 
conditioned main auditorium 
and better access for people 
with disabilities. Everyone will 
enter through the same en- 
trance for the first time and 
mingle in the same spaces. 

And there will be a pedes- 
trian fink from Bow Street to the 
Covent Garden piazza, which 
will encourage visitors into the 
building, almost by stealth. 

The buD ding itself, in stone 
and glass, anchored in a gran- 
ite plinth, demonstrates the 


skilful way m which a Victori- 
an cast-iron glasshouse - the 
Floral Hall - has been restored 
and sandwiched delicately be- 
tween the familiar stone porti- 
co and a new, narrow glass 
tower that houses tire elevator. 

At yesterday's ceremony 
Chris Smith, the Secretaiy of 
State for Culture, Media and 
Sport, said: “This is a wonder- 
ful day. It marks an end of the 
doom and gloom. More people 
will be able to come and enjoy 
excellent work than lias ever 
been the case before." 

Increased public access at 
the Covent Garden theatre has 
been one of the conditions for 
continued Arts Council sup- 


port, ihr V.l •! 
hitting !•*-(;, r 

oriv^niii-i* :<:h! Ji 

Criticism lV: ;i 
MFs. the An* < *0 .v 
Guvernnent 
becaio.e »i the l'.j-. 
Uiltny uivuit imv 
development 
cause a the Ei-m . 
resident R> oral BJ. •: 
Op'M’a c««i.r|. anitf.. . 
subsidy. 

Yesterday ir * • 
gale, v ho tool: i.. r.t 
man when ti:o •< 
ivrig.ied a yerr at>« 
as.nse.it belong i « 
in tills rwuutiy \\ . 
a lottery ticket.' 


B&O Stena 


LINE 


DOVER TO CALAIS 


FROM 


RETURN 


IN 1999 


(CAR & UP TO 9 PASSENGERS) 


‘APEX 99’ 

Book & Pay by 
31 March 1999 


5 Day 
Return 
£95 


Flexible 

Return 

£155 


1 July to 23 December 

5 Day 
Return 

Flexible 

Return. 

£105 

£165 


inf ormation and Booking Hotline: 087 0600 0600 
or see your local travel agent. 

* * ^r™«/mmibuses and transit fares are subject to a £25 return supplement. 

Motorhomw/numu ^ cancellation fee. Offer subject to restricted space. 

offer cannot be combined with any other offer and replaces any previous APEX -feres. 
Flexible return qualifies for journeys over 120 hours. 
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When you take out a Scottish Widows UK Tracker I'M’ x 


investing in the fund which has outperformed 


1,436 unit trusts since launch in November 1 v> ‘ , o. 


The Fund - the Scottish Widows UK Index Tri 


Financial Times Stock Exchange 100 l.id« 


includes companies like BP, Marks Sp 


our Trust charges are low - in fact, vou wont find 


unit trust 


Our UK Tracker PEP is an easv wav to invest in 


UK stockmarket. 


And remember, after 5 April JV99 you 


to invest money into a PEP. Shouldn t 


more today? 


For further details, return lire coupon t r i .ill 

0345 6789 10 


Quote reference no. 4. 3D!\ 


SCOTTISH W1IDOW5 


w ivw.se 01 r ishn ii It in «.l i ». ill 


Please return ire Scottish Widows, Direct Sales, PO Box 17036, FREEPOST SC03744. Edinburgh. EHJ UBR 


Surname (Mr/Mre/Mbs/Ms) RmNjmc(il 


Dale ol RinJi 


Telephone Na Worfe 
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Asterix 
routs 
rivals 
at box 
office 

By John Lichfield 


THE INDEPENDENT 

Wednesday 17 February 19&9 
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Uproar over 

‘lazy’ judge 
in Aids trial 


AFTER SUCCESSFULLY re- 
sisting the Romans for 40 
years, Asterix the Gaul and 
bis monumental sidekick, 
Obdlix, have defied all the 
odds - and the treachery of the 
French movie critics - to 
defeat the massed legions of 
Hollywood. 

Despite a series of stinking 
reviews in the French press, 
the first Asterix movie with 
live actors, including Gerard 
Depardieu as ObClix, has had 
a triumphant first two weeks at 
the box office. In its first week, 
the movie, Asterix et Obelix 
Contre Cesar, broke the 
French attendance record 
with 2,718,443 tickets soid By 
the end of its second week it 
had reached A3 million, well on 
the way to the 10 million tar- 
get set by its producer. 

The feisty little cartoon- 
book Celt and his dim friend 
are fighting a rearguard action 
in defence of French - and 
European - cinematic culture, 
almost as desperate as the 
Gaulish resistance to the 
Romans 2.000 years ago. At 
£27m. the movie is the most 
expensive made in France. It 
carries the hopes of the entire 
French cinema sector, the 
only fully functioning such 
industry still surviving in 
Europe. 

Attendance at French films 
in France fell below 30 per 
cent of tbe total audience for 
the first time last yean large- 
ly because of the success of the 
Hollywood blockbuster Titan- 
ic and several American full- 
length cartoons. 

The French industry was 
counting on the Asterix movie 
to reverse this trend and to 
prove that it was not doomed 
to become a bit player even in 
its domestic cinemas. 

The film, supported by 



Christian Clavier and Gdrard Depardieu are defeating all-comers with the film of Asterix and Obelix 


French, German and Belgian 
money, with French, German 
and Italian actors, was vicious- 
ly received by the French 
movie critics. They said it was 
clumsy, too dependent on 
Hollywood-styie, computer- 
generated special effects and, 


unkindest cut of all, not very 
funny. Host adults who have 
seen the movie tend to agree. 
Children and adolescents, the 
main target audiences, do not 
care. 

As the movie's producer, 
Claude Bern (Jean de Flo- 


rette) said, the cerebral, slow- 
moving, sensitively-acted 
movies praised by French crit- 
ics tend to vanish at the box 
office, even in France .He said 
tbe panning of Asterix was a 
good sign. And so it proved. 

Asterix et ObdUx Contre 


C6sar now benefits from the 
French school holidays, and 
should flourish for at least two 
more weeks. It has beaten 
main chief rival for the chil- 
dren’s audience, the Disney- 
distributed A Bug’s Life, into 
a poor second place. 


By John Lichfield 
in Paris 

THE HIGH-PROFILE trial of a 
former prime minister and two 
ex-ministers for failing to pre- 
vent Aids from befog passed on 
by French blood banks is 
threatening to subside into 
chaos and farce. 

The week-old trial has tur- 
ned into a media witch-hunt, not 
against toe accused but against 
the presiding judge. He has 
been accused by all sides of 
infnmp fltflnp*, laziness, arro- 
gance, bad manners, laxity 
towards the accused, making 

jofcpg in fcyj lifting bun- 

guage more usually associated 
with the far right. 

The president of the court, 
Christian Le Gunehec, 68, a for- 
mer appeal judge who has 
never presided over a trial 

heftm* has hinted that he migh t 
stand down if tbe complaints 
continue. He attributes his dif- 
ficulties not to his own failings 
but to the feverish media ex- 
pectations of the trial, the first 
of its kind before a new, part- 
political, partjudidal court 

“This trial is in public. But it 
is not made for the public," he 
said at one stage - a remark 
that was taken as further evi- 
dence of his arrogance. Doubts 
about Mr Le Gunehec’s com- 
mand of the detail of the pro- 
ceedings were compounded by 
a question he whispered to a fel- 
low judge, while forgetting to 
turn off his microphone: “Re- 
mind me, who is Garretta?” 

Dr Michel Garretta is the 
man at the centre of the whole 
affair the former head of the 
French state blood service, 
who has already served a pri- 
son sentence for allowing plas- 
ma contaminated with Aids to 
be given to haemophiliacs. 

On another occasion, the 



Former prime minister Laurent Fabius yesterday AFP 


judge used the word “Sidaique" 

for “Aids victim" (after the 
French acronym Si da). This is 
a di-CTiiag ypand inCTil tin g word 
used only by the far-right Na- 
tional Front The next day he 
made a doubtful joke about 
heroin addicts and Haitian 
homosexuals but most damn- 
ingly of an, according to lawyers 
for toe victims, Mr Le Gunehec 
has given an easy ride to the 
three accused, and especially to 
toe former Sodtalist prime min- 
ister; Laurent Fabius. 

Mr Fhbhis and (wo of his for- 
mer colleagues are accused of 
manslaughter It is alleged they 
delayed toe systematic testing 
of donors’ blood for five critical 
months in 1985 to allow a 
French Ann to complete its 
development of testing equip- 
ment. An alternative was 
already available from the Unit- 
ed States. 

In a two-hour rebuttal of the 
accusations last week, Mr 
Fabius denied he was even 
aware of these commercial 
considerations. He said he had 
done all he could to bring for- 


ward the testing of donor blood 
and save lives. He gave a con- 
vincing performance but critics 
pointed out be was given a free 
run. The president of the court, 
the only person able to do so, 
did not interrupt him once to 
ask a question or challenge 
his assertions. 

Part of Mr Le Gunehec’s 
problem is that there is no- 
precedent in France for a trial: 
of this kind It is being heard by 
a new court — toe “Cour de Jus- 
tice de la RCpublique". in which 
erring ministers are tried by a 
panel of three judges and 12 fel- 
tow politicians. The criticism of 
Mr Le Gunehec has come 
partly from the media and 
partly from victims and their 
famili es. But it has been fed, 
anonymously, by the politician- 
judges sitting alongside hint 

Relations between the court 
president and toe politida&r 
judges came to a head at the 
end of last week at a private • 
meeting, in which the MBs 
strongly advised Mr Le Gune- 
hec to spend the weekend 
catching up on his homework. 


Jury visits death path 


A BRITISH court convened in 
the village of Domachevo in 
western Belarus yesterday, 
with judge and jury visiting 
the site in a forest where 
Anthony Sawoniuk allegedly 
slaughtered Jews in the Second 
World War 

The 77 -year-old, who now 
lives in south London, denies 
killing two men and two women 
in Domachevo between Sep- 
tember and December 1942. 


BYADAMLEBOR 
in Domachevo 

The case is the first war 
crimes trial in British history 
and the first time that a British 
court has convened on foreign 
soil Judge Humphrey Putts 
and 12 jurors arrived in Belarus 
on Monday. 

Yesterday they began to 
relive the horror that was vis- 
ited on Domachevo after Ger- 


man forces occupied parts of 
toe Soviet Union. 

Led by Belarussian prose- 
cutors, toe court walked down 
toe “path of death", the route 
from the Jewish ghetto to a 
nearby forest, where 3300 Jews 
were killed and dumped in 
mass graves. Nearby was the 
site where Sawoniuk allegedly 
slew hfe four victims, after they 
escaped one of the massacres. 

Review, front 



Firms to pay Nazi-era slaves 


Sawoniuk: Denies crimes 


ACCEPTING “MORAL respon- 
sibility" for toe Holocaust, top 
German companies are to set 
up an industry fond to com- 
pensate former slave workers 
and other Nazi-era victims. 

The companies promised to 
launch the fond by 1 September; 
but did not say how much in- 
dustry will pay into it 

The chair man of De utsche 
Bank, Rdf Breuer, an architect 
of the fund, called a joint deda- 


By tony Czuczka 

ration establishing toe fond by 
12 German companies and the 
government a “milestone" 
Chancellor Gerhard Schro- 
der said: “This paper shows 
that German business can deal 
responsibly with its history.” 
The pledge was German in- 
dustry’s first formal step 
toward creating toe compen- 
sation fond, a response to law- 


suits against Goman compa- 
nies in toe United States by for- 
mer slave workers. 

Mr Schroder’s chief of staff, 
Bodo Homboch, said 200,000 to 
300,000 former slave labourers 
would be eligible for payments. 

Those firms setting up the 
foundation for “remembrance, 
responsibility and toe future" 
include car makers Vbftswa- 
gea, DaimlerChrysler and 
BMW, chemical and pharma- 


ceutical companies Bayer, 
Hoechst and BASF, Deutsche’ 
and Dresdner banks, toe in - 
dustrial firms Siemens, and . 
the Allianz insurance company 
A US lawyer pressing vic- 
tims' claims, Ed fbgan, called, 
the announcement “a step in 
toe right direction” but said the 
small number of companies 
backing the effort was not yet 
enough. At least 263 firms used 
slave labour, he said. CAP) 
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It could be you 


he lottery begins at birth. 

The odds are, one in three babies will 
be born into poverty. 

This is not the developing world we're 
talking about. This is here, now, in Britain. 

The downward spiral that leaves thousands 
of children excluded from society is random, 
relentless and no fault of their own. 

Where you happen to be bom can have a 
profound effect on the rest of your life. 

The highest concentration of disadvantaged 
children can be found in only 59 local 
authority districts in the country. They may 
be no-go areas to some, but they, can be 
no-exrt areas for the young people who have 
to grow up there. 

How can we gamble with the future of 
children this way? 

With 3.3 million existing in families with less 
than half the average national income, 
children are now the largest group caught 
in the poverty trap. 

So where does the buck stop? 

With government? Or with each anti every 
one of us? 

The Children’s Society believes we all have 
a responsibility to the next generation. 

And with your help, We can tio something to T . 
redress the balance between the 'haves’ 
and the ‘have nots’. 


When the disadvantaged 
become the disappeared 

Every year thousands of children fall 
through the net 

In the local areas, where these chi Id ran are 
concentrated, more than 25% of them will 
begin life as underweight babies, they have 
a 30% higher mortality rate and they are 
twice as likely to die in'childhobd accidents. 

These same children are disadvantaged in 
education. They can ftecome disruptive in 
1 class. Unable . to cope r Schools exclude 
them in their thousands -150,000' exclusions 
in a single year. The majority are children 
from poorer homes. ' 

Without a decent start in life, many young 
people never catch up. 

Truancy in these deprived districts is 
currently running at four times the national 
average. 

While one in four pupils at secondary 
schools near rundown housing estates, 
leave at sixteen without a single GCSE, five- 
times the national average. 

The vast majority of underage pregnancies 
can be traced back to the same areas. 

4,700 girls of school age fell pregnant in 
1998 - more than any other country 
in Europe. 

Uneducated, unhappy young people 
will buck the system when they feel 
abandoned by it 

Many turn to crime. And pay the price. 

Britain locked up 11,000 teenagers ini 998. 
That's a 40% increase in just five years - 
a depressing European record. 

A staggering 43,000 children run away 
each year. 

Life on the streets can be desperate 
and dangerous, with the real risk of being 
caught up with drugs and prostitution, 
simply to survive. . 
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Beating the odds 

Many of the problems children face are 
complex and interlinked. 

The way we see it, they demand an holistic 
approach. 

There is no quick fix. But there is progress 
to be proud of. Last year The Children's 
Society helped nearly 40,000 children, 
directly. 

We are the only national charity working 
with youngsters on remand in prison. 

We were the first to open a refuge for those 
at risk on the streets, the first to develop 
programmes in primary schools to 
proactively prevent exclusions and the first 
to introduce family centres. 

Whilst our resources are modest, the 
impact we make on children’s lives is not. 

Helping them realise their full potential, 
enables them to act as catalysts for change 
within their own neighbourhood. 

The Children's Society is their advocate, 
advisor, friend. 

^ When Mum left we stayed with 
Dad. He couldn’t get work so they 
took our home. Social Services 
put us in one of them bed and 
breakfast places. Dad and my 
brother were upstairs, / was on 
another Door. It was horrible. 

The guy in the next room started 
touching me. One night he tried to 
rape me. They were going to put 
me and my brother in care, ft was 
the people at The Children’s 
Society that stopped t it. They 
talked to me lots about what 
happened l And they helped us get 
a Hat. Life savers, that’s what Dad 
calls them. W 

Karen aged 14 

As a Voluntary Society of The Church of 
England and The Church in Wales, we 
reach out unconditionally to children when 
they are at their most vulnerable. 

And they are nearer than you think. 

The vast majority of you live within a short 
car ride of real poverty. To see exactly how 
close you are to the most deprived areas in 
England, Scotland and Wales, you can 
phone for our Lottery Scandal Map. 

Being bom in the wrong place can extinguish 
every opportunity a child might have in life. 

Which is why your support is invaluable. By 
helping to fund our work, you will be helping 
those children who have never had a decent 
chance. 

It shouldn't be a lottery. 

Help us put it right. 

Please call now for your free copy of 
our Lottery Scandal Map or to make a 
donation. Thank you. 

08456004400 


* * 


The 

Children’s 


A Voluntary Society of The Church of England 
and The Church in Wales 

Room 229, Edward Rudolf House, Margery Street, 
London WC1X 0JL. 

Chanty Registration No. 221124 
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14/foreign news 


UN plea over Indian burnings 


AMID A darkening national 
mood of gloom and apprehen- 
sion after the burning to death 
of an Australian missionary 
and his children three weeks 
ago, the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Human 
Rights, Mary Robinson, met die 
Indian Prime Minister; Atal Bi- 
hari Vajpayee, yesterday and 
voiced the international com- 
munity's dismay about this and 
other anti-Chris tian attacks. 

Mrs Robinson's trip to India 
to take part in a regional human 
rights workshop was planned 
months ago, but it assumed 
new significance after the mur- 
der of Graham Staines and his 
sons Philip, 10, and Timothy. 8, 
in a remote village in Orissa, 
eastern India, on 23 January. 

The Australian, who had 
spent more than 20 years work- 
ing in leprosy hospitals in Oris- 
sa, was barricaded into his 
jeep with his sons by a chanting 

mob in the middle of the night 
and the vehicle set alight 

No one has been charged 
with the murders but pobce sus- 
picion settled on a Hindu 
nationalist fanatic called Dara 
Singh, who was linked to a 
series of attacks on Muslims. 

The Hindu nationalist 
Bharatiya Janata Party-led 
coalition government threw itself 
into damage limitation, dis- 
patching a ministerial team to 
the site of the murders.d It re- 
ported that organisations with 
links to the governmentwere not 
involved The report was met 
with scepticism because, who- 
ever the true culprits, the hor- - 
rifying crime took place in an 
atmosphere of anti-Christian 
hysteria deliberately whipped up 


BY PETER POPHAM 

in Delhi 

by the BJPs Hindu nationalist 
allies. In the past organisations 
such as the Bajrang Dal Vish- 
wa Hindu Parishad (VHP) and 

KhivSena havg India’s 

biggest minority the Muslims. 
ThedestrurtkmtrfBabriMasJkl 
in Ayodhya and the communal 
massacres that followed are 
blamed squarely on the- storm 
troops of Hindu nationalism. 

Until last year Christians had 
never Celt the brunt of such at- 
tacks. Ah that has changed 
Since the election of the present 
government 11 months ago, 
India's Christians have faced an 
unprecedented onslaught, with 
dozens of cfauitiiesdesteqyed or 
damaged The murders in Oris- 
sa appeared to be the dimax of 
an orchestrated campaign- As 
Mrs Robinson told the BBC on 
Monday the attarirs “have dam- 
aged India’s reputation in the 
world for religious tolerance" - 
and as religious tolerance was 
a key issue of human rights, it 
was an issue she Celt should be 
raised with the government 

The Orissa murders have 
proved to be a watershed in the 
government's relations with 
the intellectual community, 
prompting a spate of gloomily 
reflective articles on the state 
of the nation. Even cheerlead- 
ers of Hindu nationalism such 
as The Pioneer newspaper have 
joined in the breast-beating and 
hand-wringing. But horrifying 
though the killings were, there 
is something artificial and un- 
real about the strength of the re- 
action to them. Terrible things 
happen in India ail the time; 
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Bombs 
rock 
Uzbek 
capital 


BY PHIL REEVES 
In Moscow 

THE CENTRAL Asian nation of 
Uzbekistan was reeling yes- 
terday after its rigidly policed 
peace was shattered by six 
almost simultaneous bomb 
; blasts in the capital Tashkent, 
which killed nine people. 

The president of the former 
Soviet republic, the autocratic 
Islam Karimov, a one-time 
Communist parly bos s, said 
the explosions were an attempt 
on his life. 

One blast was inside gov- 
ernment headquarters where , 
Mr Karimov was to address the ; 
cabinet yesterday morning. 

A policemen said he heard 
gunfire and grenade concus-. 
sions as the president's car 
approached the cabinet build- 
ing. The city centre was sealed, 
off by armed police and troops 
and Russian television showed 
several wrecked vehicles next 
to deep craters, and tall build/ 


The UN Human Rights commissioner, Mary Robinson (left) with Sonia Gandhi, president of the Congress Party 


sharing the front page with the 
Orissa murders was the story 
of an unattended newborn baby 
dragged from a hospital fay a 
dog and destroyed in the street 
Despite the condemnations, 
ntiwfcg on Christians have con- 
tinued. In Gujarat where Hindu 


O 


nationalists are in ptnra; a cen- 
sus of Christians is being carried 
out, which has raised the com- 
munity's anxieties. Elsewhere 
the VHP has launched a cam- 
paign to “welcome back” to Hin- 
duism tribal people formerly 
converted to Christianity. 


Anyone brought up to be- 
Eeve in the tolerant character of 
Hinduism may be baffled. Its 
true goal is almost certainly to 
marginalise Sonia Gandhi the 
Italian-born president of the 
Congress Party, stigmatising 
her as a member of an alien mi- 


nority that is also weak: Hindu 
zealots have accused her of 
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prime minister Ra^ Gandhi to 
be converted to Catholicism. 

But it is the poor and de- 
fenceless whose lives are being 
thrown into turmoil by the per- 


secution. And it is India's repu- 
tation as, in Mary Robinson’s 
words yesterday, “a country ... 
which from the vray outset erf the 
United Nations has championed 

rights'’ which is being damaged; 
perhaps beyond repair 


Cresson dossiers 
sent to police 


EDITH CRESSON, the belea- 
guered European commis- 
sioner, suffered a serious blow 
yesterday when four dossiers 
detailing suspected fraud in 
one of her multi-million pound 
EU spending programmes 
were sent to Belgian police. 

The move is an embarrass- 
ment to Ms Cresson, who had 
insisted that any pndriems with- 
in the Leonardo programme - 
administration of which had 
been contracted to a company 
called Agenor- were limited to 

mismanagement 

The news comes at the 
worst possible time for the for- 
mer French prime minister; 
who is battling to save her job 
as commissioner with respon- 
sibility for science, research, 
youth and education. She has 
been the prime target for crit- 
ics of mismanagement and 
nepotism in Brussels, after 
revelations that she employed 
a dentist from her home town 


By Stephen Castle 
in Brussels 

as a scientific adviser on Aids. 

Hie development increases 
the pressure for Ms Cresson’s 
resignation, less than a month 

before a mmmiftPP nf is 

due to deliver an interim report 
on the European Parliament 

Last night Fat Cox, leader of 
the parliament’s third largest 
group, the liberal Democrats, 
said the revelations were sig- 
nificant and left Ms Cresson 
“potentially in the line of fire”. 

The Commission also an- 
nounced that it had terminat- 
ed the contract of Agenoc The 
Belgian-based private compa- 
ny earned a £70,000 annual 
management fee for adminis- 
tering Leonardo, a youth ex- 
change and training project 
with a £400m-plus budget 

The allegations relate to 
over charging and false invoic- 
ing by Agenor staff. 


Shortly after the bombs - a 
rare outbreak of political vio- 
lence in this country of 22 mil- 
lion - president Karimov; 61, 
said on state television the at- 
tackers aimed to “sow fear arjcl 

panic in the civil population j 
The president nicknamed 
“Papa” by his subjects, has ret 
shortage of enemies.. Aided by 
his ruthless security forces, he 
has crushed almost all opposi- 
tion in the last seven yearsJ 
He was first elected in 1991 
in a poll widely seen as suspect 
and he extended his terrd in 
office by a referendum in 1*95. 

Two suspects were hell at 
Tashkent airport in the after- 
noon, said Russian commen- 
tators. Speculation is likoy to 
focus on an Islamic connection. 
Secular Uzbekistan has Jiang 
feared the rise of Islan T fun- 
damentalism, imported tfrom 
neighbouring Afgt^nistaix Pak- 
istan and Iran, ignited by tie re- 
Hgious freedom and diresodal 
conditions resulting fromSoviet 
collapse. I . 

Tensions have also ^harpty 
increased with next-door Tajik- 
istan, which has accused 
Tashkent of fuelling Its civil 
war by helping the anti- 
government forces. j 
And Uzbekistan, irked try 
what it saw as domineering 
Russian tactics, recently an- 
nounced its withdrawal from a 
security co-operatibn treaty 
between the 12-meniber Com- 
monwealth of Independent 
States. i 

Yesterday, the Kremlin 
moved quickly to condemn the 
attack, issuing a statement 
from President Boris Yeltsin, 
who called it a “cynical terror- 
ist act”. 
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In the first independent survey 
commissioned by OFTEL. the official 
government telecoms regulator, 

Orange came top. The survey measured 
the performance of all 4 mobile, 
networks across major cities, roads and 
rail routes. What more evidence do 
you need to switch to Orange? 

Bring your number to the network that 
performs better. Call 0800 80 10 80 
or visit www.orange.co.uk 
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with Jimi Hendnx 
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AMERICAN TIMES 

" WASHINGTON 


DESFERA3E TO boost its image 
and electoral prospects for 2000 
after President Bill Clinton’s 
acquittal, the Republican Party 
has launched a nationwide ef- 
fort to “reconnect” with its 
grassroots through more than 
100 town hall-style meetings 
across the country. 

How difficult that reconnec- 
tion effort will be was iDostrated 
yesterday in Washington, 
where leaders of three minority 
constituencies lambasted the 
Congressional party for giving 
succour to the Democrats’ 
presentation of the party as 
“extremist”. 

The three groups - the Log 
Cabin Republicans, represent- 
ing the party’s gay and lesbian 
members, the New Majority 
Committee, promoting the in- 
terests of black and Hispanic 
Republicans, and Republicans 
for Choice, which combats the 
party’s hardline anti-abortion 
stance-attacked tiie Congress- 
ional party for perpetuating 
Republicans as “mean-spirited, 
intolerant, and agenda-less”. 

Citing Republican losses at 
the mid-term Congressional 
elections last November and 
the persistence of President 
Clinton’s high poll ratings 
throughout the impeachment 
process, they warned that the 
party risked fulfilling Democ- 
rats’ accusations of “extrem- 
ism” unless it became more 
inclusive. 

Where Republicans had suc- 
cessfully made “liberal" the 
scoki word for the ESgities. they 
said, Democrats had managed 
to make “extremist” the scold 
word for the late Nineties - and 
make it stick to Republicans. 
According to Richard Thfel of 
the Log Cabin Republicans, 
“the rank and file are so de- 
pressed by the state of the 


party that they might bring 
back Newt Gingrich”. The 
right-wing populist House 
Speaker resigned in November 
after the party's perceived fail- 
ure at the polls. 

In their single-minded pur- 
suit of impeachment, he said, 
the Republicans had scared 
the public into thinking it was 
an “anti-eveiything party” and 
laid it open to accusations of 
hypocrisy. There was Bob Barr; 
he said - referring to one of the 
more rabid House prosecutors 
- who was now introducing “a 
defence of marriage Act" into 
Congress, “and he's on his 
third marriage”. 

Arguing for more inclusive- 
ness towards minorities, Faye 
Anderson cited the efforts of 
more centrist state governors, 
including George W Bush of 
Texas, who campaigned in 
Spanish as well as English, 
and reinforced the Democrats' 
view that it was the bigger 
than expected black turnout in 
Southern states last November 
that had helped to remove two 
apparently safe governors in Al- 
abama and South Carolina. 
“The party is in trouble,” she 
said, “and needs all the help it 
can get” Its adverse image 
among voters through im- 
peachment “has iwflietpH in- 
credible damage”, she added, 
and borrowed from Bill Clinton 
the notion that the party should 
start to “look like America". 

fbr pro-Choiee Republicans, 
Ann Stone said the party’s 
stance on impeachment had 
sent the message that Repub- 
licans “wanted government out 
of 'the boardroom but were 
content to have it in your 
bedrooms”. 


A reveller dances on top of a float in Rio de Janeiro’s Mardi Gras carnival Reuters 


School sweetheart lingers 


WHILE THE White House sex 
spgnriai hnc vanished from the 
Washington map almost as 
rapidly as it arrived 13 months 
ago, some of the associated al- 
legations - tiie use of dirty tridcs 
against troublesome women, 
for instance - have lingered. 

Making a rare appearance in 
Washington yesterday was 
Dotty Kyle Browning, Bill Clin- 
ton’s Arkansas school sweet- 
heart, who claims the Clinton 
camp sought to “disparage, de- 
fame and destroy her reputa- 
tion” when she tried to publish 
lan expose df what she said 
.was. a long-term relationship 
between them. 


By Mary Dejevsky 

Ms Kyle Browning, a prop- 
erty lawyer living in Texas, 
wrote a book. Purposes af the 
Heart, which recounts a 
woman’s affair with a southern 
governor The book, however 
found no publisher and she 
and her husband published it 
privately last year complaining 
that “Clinton, his agents and 
surrogates” did their utmost to 
stop it appearing. 

The case was taken up by a 
watchdog organisation, Judi : 
dal Watch, Which served pre-’ 
liminary papers last year ang , 
gave Mr Clinton until 27 July 


to respond or face civil action. 

Mr Clinton and Ms Kyle 
Browning have given different 
accounts of a meeting they had 
in 1994 at their school reunion. 
She says Mr Clinton apolo- 
gised to her suggested she 
come to Washington and offered 
to find hera job. Mr Clinton said 
during his testimony in the 
Paula Jones case that she ac- 
knowledged that the account in 
her book was untrue, but said 
she needed the money. His ac- 
count was corroborated by a 
member of his staff, Marsha 
Scott, whom Mr Clinton had 
asked to remam within earshot 
to protect himself. 


IT CAME into our building 
here in Washington a few 
months ago, and at first I 

baiety noticed it But it was al- 
ways there somewhere, float- 
ing in the air just out of reach. 

It is music. Or rather; it is 
Muzak, for there is a differ- 
ence. As well as being a 
generic term, it is also a large 
and thriving company based 
in Seattle, in the fashionable 
Pacific North-West of the 
United States, with revenues 
of about $100m. It pumps out 
its product via satellite feeds 
to thousands of businesses 
across America, broadcast- 
ing 60 different programmes, 
of which onty one is now clas- 
sic “background music”. 

It has its o rig ins way back 
in the 1920s, when a military 
officer was trying his hand at 
the new science of telephony. 
General George Squiers was 
a formidable character; who 
experimented with radio in 
1897, onty a year after Marconi 
sent the first wireless mes- 
sage, and was the first pas- 
senger in an aircraft when he 
flew with the Wright brothers. 
He helped to create two of the 
most powerful instruments 
of American global domina- 
tion: the United States Air 
Force, and Muzak. 

General Squiers formed 
the name of his company from 
“music” and the name of his 
favourite high-technology 
company; Kodak. It was a 
roaring success, quickly be- 
coming the soundtrack to the 
American century. 

Whispering strings played 
cover versions of the 
Carpenters’ “Afternoon De- 
light” or “A Walk in the Black 
Forest” as Americans went to 
the supermarket, the garage, 
motels, restaurants, fast-food 
joints or tiie toilet It even ac- 
companied Neil Armstrong 
to the Moot. When the US left 
Vie tnam in 1975, the heli- 
copters clattering away 
through small arms fire, 
Muzak played heedlessly on in 
the lobby of the American 
embassy while puzzled North 
Vietnamese soldiers skidded 
about the marble floor 

Much of it was, by common 



.fimi Hendrix is a hot item in the mnzak invasion 


consent terrible; unimagina- 
tive, dreary, saccharine-sweet 
rubbish that grated on the 
nerves. If that is still your 
mental image of Muzak, how- 
ever; it is perhaps time to 
think again. Two years ago, the 
company had a small revolu- 
tion, and it has put the em- 
phasis back on the main 
product 

“This company was built on 
believing in the power of 
music,” says Kenny Kahn, the 
vice-president for marketing, 
»nri music is now what it is 
about. Most of the pro- 
grammes offered by Muzak 
these days are what they call 
“foreground music” - original 
versions of the songs, not 
camped-up reproductions. 
And it is more likely to be 
Nirvana or Jimi Hendrix, 
great products of the city of 
Seattle, than “Puff the Magic 
Dragon” arranged for strings. 

The company no longer 
wishes to think about the bad 
old days and has become 
(slightly selfconsciously) hip. 

“Our goal is to say to peo- 
ple. ’We are not what you 
think we are’,” says Mr Kahn. 

It has a whizzo website 
and lots of new concepts to de- 
scribe what it does, winch 
sound like the sleeve notes 
from a techno album. Its tech- 
nicians are now described as 
“audio architects”. And it has 
paid off: last week, the com- 
pany was bought out for more 
than $250m (£i50m) by a 
Boston-based firm. It will take 


a long time before the ward 
loses its associations, but at 
least people have heard of it. 

“We have to deal with that,” 
says Mr Kahn. “It’s better to 
be recognised in some shape 
or another than not to be 
recognised at all,’' he says, 
paraphrasing Oscar Wilde. 

Muzak is the the world’s 
largest radio station, sending 
DJ-free music around the na- 
tion by satellite and wire. It is 
about to start using the Web 
to sell its wares, taking a log- 
ical step on from its earlier use 
of technology: after all, 
General Squiers' company 
was originally called “Wired 
Radio”. 

And Muzak is no longer a 
term of pure invective, as it 
was a decade ago. Back- 
ground music has become 
deeply fashionable, with the 
sound repackaged as “ambi- 
ent”, “lounge" or “cocktail". 

It has not been universally 
popular in the Independent 
building in Washington. The 
property company that owns 
the block told us in its newslet- 
ter that everyone loved it, and 
that feet had been seen tap- 
ping in the corridors. Some, 
however woe banging their 
heads on the wall There were 
dark plots hatched, whisper- 
ings about pliers and wiring 
systems. Suddenly last week, 
the seventh floor was silent 
again. But by Monday it was 
back Muzak is. it seems, an 
unstoppable force. 

Andrew Marshall 
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Barclays declares war on 
costs as profits slip to £1.9bn 


THE RAPID rehabilitation of 
Barclays Bank accelerated 
further yesterday after Sir 
Peter Middleton, the arming 
chief executive, declared an 
all-out war on costs. 

Speaking as the group re- 
ported a pre-tax profit of 
£1.92bn» roughly in line with 
what the market was told to ex- 
pect last November; Sr Peter 
highlighted the 5 per cent rise 
in costs last year as evidence of 
where the bank needed to turn 
its attention now it had dealt 
with the problems elsewhere in 
the group. 

Sir Peter said that there “is 
substantial opportunity to re- 


By Andrew Garfield 
Financial Editor 

duce costs over the next three 
years,' 1 adding that the 15 per 
cent savings announced at Bar- 
daycard last September 
showed what could be done. 

Filling in the details of both 
the size and scope of the sav- 
ings will be the job of Mike 
cyNeffl, the new chief executive, 
who takes the reins next 
month. 

Sr Peter said the plan is to 
give more details at the half- 
year stage. He also warned 


purposes," adding that retail 
financial services and corporate 
banking the areas where the 
axe was most likely to faU. 

In the meantime, he said, 
Barclays’ costs will be held at 
1998 levels as a “payment on ac- 
count”. 

Some of the rise in costs 
came as a result of the bank’s 
£160m total expenditure on 
both the euro conversion and 
the year 2000 problem. These 
costs are budgeted to fall to 
£120m this year 

However Sr Peter admitted 
that the focus last year had 


and with the economy's down- 
turn, the emphasis had to shift 

The tough talk from Sir 
Peter provided further cheer to 
the City where the bank's 
shares have soared by nearly £4 
since the appointment of the 
new chief executive was an- 
nounced. 

Barclays’ shares dosed up 
I02p at 1692p, brushing aside 
what would in normal circum- 
stances have been sera as a 
disappointing set of results. 

The group also announc ed a 
16 per cent increase in dividend 
to 43p and pledged to maintain 


year for 1999. Sr Peter said that 
following the reorganisation of 
the business into four key divi- 
sions the bank now had the 
structure it wanted 

He insisted that as far as 
mergers were concerned, the 
group had “nothing on the 
stocks". 

He said that the group would 
look at anything which was 
consistent with the strategy 
but was not “mesmerised” by 
the idea of a merger, adding: 
“We are interested in both the 
UK and abroad.” 

Sir Peter said that Bard ays 


tional charge for cost reduction rather than containing costs, at the current level ofEOOm 


August's financial turmoil, had 
exited the businesses that 
caused the problems and was 
now an integral part of the 
group. 

He said that at Barclays 
Capital he expected this year to 
see a positive sign where there 
is a negative sign now. 

The operation has pulled 
out of proprietary trading and 
reduced the risk profile of the 
business. 

"Barclays Capital is a key 
part of the offering to large 
corporates,” Sir Peter said. 
“It now has no businesses that 
po 


Brown gets 
£12bn boost 
for Budget 
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GORDON BROWN, the Chan- 
cellor; received an unexpected 
pre-Budget boost yesterday 
after official figures revealed 
that the Government achieved 
a record budget surplus in 
January. 

Economists predicted that 
the Government could be on 
cour& for an annual budget sur- 
plus of as much as £10bo, mean- 
ing that the Chancellor could 

flffopri to intr o duce a star ting One 

rate of 1 Op without cutting into 
mortgage interest relief or the 
married couples’ allowance. 

Jonathan Loynes at HSBC 
Securities said : “Mr Brown 
could cooceivabty spend several 
billion pounds on the March 
Budget and yet still forecast that 
he will meet his fiscal rules'’. 

Other economists, however 
were more gloomy, warning 
that monthly public finance fig- 
ures tended to be volatile, ’frea- 
sury offic i al s also cautioned 
against reading too much into 
one month’s data. 

Although corporation tax re- 
ceipts mean that January is al- 
ways a good month for the 
public finances, the record 
monthly surplus of £i2.4bn was 

substantially higher than City 

expectations. 

Analysts said they had un- 
derestimated both the impact 
of self assessment on income 
tax receipts and the faU in de- 
partmental spending. 

Inland revenue receipts to- 
talled £8.1bn in January the Of- 
fice for National Statistics said. 


by lea Paterson 

£7.5bn higher than December 
Departmental spending fell 
£4Jlbn to £2Llba 

January's bumper figures 
mean the Government has 
achieved a budget surplus of 
£I3.7bn so far this fiscal year; 
£10bn more than at the same 
point last year Although the 
Government tends to borrow 
both in February and March, 
only a sli g ht year-on-year im- 
provement would leave it with 
a surplus for the financial year 
of as much as £10bn, according 
to Mr Loynes. This is substan- 
tially higher than the £4Jbn 
forecast by the Treasury in No- 
vember’s pre-Budget state- 
ment, and would leave Mr 
Brown with considerable room 
for manoeuvre when he unveils 
tiie Budget on 9 March. 

Some analysts, however; 
warned that the public finances 
could r ktferjnratfl* su bstantia fly 
over the coming months as 
economic growth slowed. 

Anumber also noted that de- 
partmental spending tended 
to accelerate towards the end 
of the financial yean 

Neal Parker at Royal Bank of 
Scotland said: "We would cau- 
tion against over-exuberance. 
We believe that departments 
will increase spending in the 
last two months of the year to 
use up all available tends. This 
could add £4bn per month to 
government spending". 

Outlook, page 19 



High-street shoe shops cut prices in January by 6.8 per cent more than at any time since 1947 Tom Cra 

Record fall in clothes and shoe prices 


CLOTHING AND shoe prices M 
mare sharply in January titan at 
any time since 1947, according 
to official figures released 
yesterday, writes Lea Paterson. 

However; despite the record 
fell in some prices, the UKs un- 
dertyinginflatiou rate remained 
at 2.6 per cent, above the Gov- 
ernment’s 25 per cent target, 
the Office far National Satisfies 
(ONS) said 

Prices of clothes and shoes 
fell by 6^ per cent last month - 
the largest monthly drop since 
records began in 1947 - as 
retailers slashed prices in an 


attempt to draw consumers 
back into the shops. 

Tbugh conffiiions on the high 
street also hit prices of house- 
hold goods, including furniture 
and electrical appliances. Taken 
together; the prices ofbousehold 
goods fell by 4.7 per cent, the 
largest monthly fall since 
records began in 1956. 

Despite these sharp falls, 
increases in non-seasonal food 
prices and higher fuel and light 
charges meant the underfying 
rate of inflation remained 
unchanged at 2j6 percent in Jan- 
uary. This was the second con- 


secutive month that underlying 
inflation overshot its target 

Analysts said the data made 
Anther interest rate cuts next 
month look less likely and the 
pound hit a record high against 
the euro, dosing at 68.45p. 

The headline rate of inflation. 
- which indudes mortgage in- 
terest payments - fell 0.4 per 
cent to 2.4 per cent, the lowest 
rate since September 1996. 

The drop was largely due to 
lower mortgage costs, analysts 
said, with lenders passing 
recent interest rate cuts onto 
consumers. 


percentage changes 
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ONS to cut 1,000 jobs Boots’ option scheme 
in efficiency shake-up breaks new ground 


MORE THAN 1,000 jobs are set 
to go at the Office for National 
Statistics CONS) as part of a 
wide-r anging shake-up of the 
agency, it emerged yesterday. 

Announcing the recom- 
mendations of an independent 
efficiency review, Patricia He- 
witt, Economic Secretary totbe 
Treasury, said there was scope 

for annual cost savings of up to 

£20m at the ONS. 

Ms Hewitt said she would 
consult with trade onions 
before implementing the rec- 
ommendations of the review, 
which included involving 
private sector firms in data col- 
lection and rationalising sup- 


By lea Paterson 

port services. An independent 
steering group, (haired by the 
Lloyds TSB chief executive 
Peter EHwood, recommended 
that the ONS’s 3100-strong 
workforce be reduced by one- 
third. 

If the recommendations are 
implemented. 680 ONS jobs 
would transfer into the pri- 
vate secton while another 350 
would be dhnmateri altogeth- 
er 

No redundancies should be 
necessary, according to the 
steering group, with natural 
wastage accountingformost of 


the reduction in head count 
The departments most affect- 
ed are likely to indude per- 
sonnel, finance , mar ketin g and 
IT. 

The steering group also rec- 
ommended a shake-up in se- 
nior management at the 
agency, arguing that a 
strengthened management 
team and a new management 
structure would be needed to 
cany its proposals forward. 

The ONS, which came under 
fire for its handling of contro- 
versial revisions to key earn- 
ings figures in the autumn, is 
also the subject of a series of 
separate reviews. 


BOOTS YESTERDAY claimed it 
had broken new ground in the 
way companies account for 
employee share options with a 
scheme that will see Boots buy 
in gristing shares rather than 
issue new ones. 

The change will lead to a 
charge of £6Sm against Boots’ 
profits in the current year with 
an expected charge of £20m a 
year thereafter Boots said the 
arrangement would avoid the 
dilution of easting sharehold- 
ers and help towards a more ef- 
ficient capital structure. 

“As for as we can see we are 
the first UK company to ac- 
count for employee options in 


BY Nigel Cope 
A ssociate City Editor 

this way,” a Boots spokesman 
said. Boots has already under- 
take £80Qm<rf share buy-backs 
in the past few years and paid 
a £400m special dividend. Boots 
shares rose 325p to 9265p on 
the news. 

Under the terms of the new 
arrangement. Boots has set up 
a qualifying employee share 
ownership trust (Quest) con- 
nected with its SAYE share op- 
tion scheme for staff members. 
Bools will bqy existing shares for 
the staff trust and charge the dif- 
ference between the option 


price and the actual price to its 
profit and loss account. This re- 
duces the number of .shares in 
circulation and thereby in- 
creases earnings. Boots has 
granted SAYE options on 18.3 
million shares at prices rang- 
ing from 310p to 808p. 

Accountants said the move 
might put pressure on other 
companies to follow suit 

SG Securities retail analyst 
Ashley Thomas repeated his 
“buy” recommendation on 
Boots and said: “The Quest 
scheme demonstrates Boots' 
farther commitment to deliv- 
ering shareholder value." 

Outlook, page 19 



AROUND THE WORLD’S MARKETS 


gg|5g LONDON 

SHARES MOVED towards their aB- 
time peak wiihFbotsie dosing 85.4 
points higher at 6J08.6, just 70 l 4 from 
its July record. Supporting shares 
were firm. 

Banks fed the Bbotsie charge with 
Barclays, Mowing results and a 
higher dividend, up 102p to l,6S2p. 
Tobaccos also made a big 
contribution, pushed up by the 
Government's decision to stop the 
National Health Service starting 


related costs. 


Derek Pain, page 21 


^fc=jNEW YORK 

US STOCKS rose, helped by 
lower bond yields and 
unexpectedly strong earnings 
from Wal-Mart, the world's 
largest retailer. 

The Dow Jones Industrial 
Average rose 75.44, or 0-8 per 
cent, to 9449.26. The Standard & 
Poor’s 500 Index gained 1946, or 
L6 per cent, to 124943. The 
Nasdaq Composite Index 
climbed 34.49, or 14 per cent, to 

24554 & Eight stocks rose for 

every five that fell on the New 
York Stock Exchange. 


0 [TOKYO 


FRANKFURT — Id PAMS 


TOKYO STOCKS rose for a fourth 
straight session as interest rates Ml 
on news that the Ministry of 
finance would resume buying 
government debt The Nikkei 225 
average rose 17742 points or 147 
per cent to end at 1443244. Nikkei 
March futures stood 200 higher at 
1443a Earlier in the day the 
finance Minister Kochi Mfyazawa 
said hfc ministry would hpgin huying 
government bonds from the 
secondary market later this month 
or m March, faeOing a sharp drop in 
brad yields. 


GERMANY’S benchmark Xetra 
DAX index ended barely higher 
yesterday in lacklustre carnival- 
season trade, supported by a 
robust start on Wall Street The 
Xetra DAX closed up 6.16 points, 
or 0.13 percent, at 4495.11 points. 
In floor trading, the DAX climbed 
25.13 points, or 0.52 per cent, to 
4,904.68 points. Shares in 
Deutsche Bank shares ended 4.6$ 
percent higher at 4&95 euros 
after New York authorities 
withdrew objections to the bank's 
purchase of Bankers Trust 


STOCKS ended a choppy session of 
diminished liquidity slightly lower. 
The CAC-40 index dosed down 0.32 
per cent at 4.05&32 in volume of 1.6 
billion euros. 

Eurotunnel dosed 17.7 per cent 
higher on a combination of bid 
speculation combined with talk 
that the company may continue to 
buy back debt Energy engineering 
group Technip rose 1355 per cent 
after better than expected 1998 
results and it forecast a 50 per cent 
increase in earnings per share 
within three years. 
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£“°* and love is a high-inflation, 
“^“en^rfoyment nation, with a 
burgeoning hnWo^f . „ 


go awaj? even m ihe good times. Over 
the past year or two, however the 
econcany has started to look discon- 
certingly different 


mon ths now. Employment isTaHi 

record the public finances Htitt aai/ 

as the latest set of figures show on ly vJ UTLQOK 



too cleady- are in amazingly good 

shape. The Government’s budget 
surplus hit a monthly record in Jan- 

liarvll9sHiyvTnM.A^_ ■ . . 


diet a surplus for the year of more 
than filObn. This is more than double 
the level forecast bytheTfreagny hsuAr 
i n Nov ember; and leaves Gordon 
Brown looking exceedingly comfort- 
able going into next month’s Budget 
Or does it? The UK's budget sur- 
plus is a notoriously unpredictable 
beast. As the difference between two 
s taggeri ngly large numbers - total 
government receipts and total gov- 
ernment expenditure - the series is 

igmetos uh^bfllfti^^^ fnyn 

month to month. It is also highly sen- 
sitive to cyclical variations. Even a 
small downturn in economic growth. 


'which reduces income tax receipts 
and boosts spending on unemploy- 
ment benefit, can leave a large hole 
in the Governments numbers. 

Mr Brown’s success with the pub- 
lic finances so far is amixfure of good 
management good lock and good tim- 
ing. Although the Chancellor de- 
serves to be congratulated for 
keeping tight control of the public 
purse, and for his bold move to grant 
the Bank of England independence, 
he has received a helping band from 
unexpected quarters. 

No (me predicted, for example, the 
positive impact self-assessment 
would have on tax receipts. Timing 
has also been on the Chancellor's 
side. The economy reached its 


growth peak in 1998 - if s all down- 
hill from here. 

This afl means Mr Brown should 
approafhyesterd^'sjnihScfinance 
figures with care, and resist the 
temptation to loosen the purse 
strings too for in the Budget The 

well It would be a terrible shame to 
put it in jeopardy 

Share options 

SHAREHOLDER VALUE has long 
been a prioriiy at Boots, and it rarely 
tires of lecturing all-comers on the 
subject - just don’t mention Ward 
White, now eradicated from the 
record as if this destruction of value 
never happened. Tb tins end, Ibe com- 
pare has scrapped share options for 
directors and replaced them with 
long-term bonuses based on total 
shareholder return. And at every re- 
sults meeting Lord Bfyth, the Boots 
chan -man, gleefully flashes upaEt- 
ttetaWeshowingjust how well Boots 
is performing against its peer group 
on this measure (share price pea> 
formance plus divide id payments). 

Tb boot tforgjve the pun). Boots 
has undertaken £800m of share buy- 
backs in die past three years and paid 
out a special dividend of £400m. Now 


it has pushed out the envelope a lit- 
tle further 

Yesterday’s announcement that 
Boots wiD satisfy its obligations on 
staff share options by buying exist- 
ing shares in the market rather than 
issuing new ones is the kind of sub- 
ject onfy an accountant can get ex- 
cited about The main benefit is that 
buying in existing shares rather 
than issuing new ernes means the 
value of current shares is not dent- 
ed. It also means that the scheme is 
consistent with Boots’ policy of re- 
ducing the number of shares in cir- 
culation and thereby enhancing 
earnings. And it recognises that 
share options as a form of remu- 
neration cany a real cost They 
should not be treated as manna 
from heaven. 

Boots will as a consequence late 
a £83m hit to the bottom foie this year 
and £20m ayear thereafter The real 
cost of share options thus becomes 
disclosed and transparent In most 
otherschemesthe cost of option pay- 
ments is passed straight to the re- 
serves and nobody bats an eyelid 
This is seen as acceptable in the UK 
where the amount of staff compen- 
sation paid out in the form of options 
isfoirfylow. 

The situation is very different in 


Mr Brown 


the US, where nothing is done by 
halves. Many tech companies pay a 
high proportion of their wage hill in 
stock options, prompting growing 
concern about a potentially vast cor- 
porate Eabflifywhicb goes almost en- 
tirely unrecognised in accounting 
terms. The most oft-quoted example 
is Microsoft, which has created hun- 
dreds of Microsoft millionaires 
through the issue of options. The 
story goes that if Microsoft had 
recorded those as a cost to the prof- 
it and loss account, or paid them as 
salary the business would have 
made a loss onfy a few years ago. 

On this side of the Atlantic; the 
problem doesdt exist on anything Bke 
the same scale. That, of course, 
makes it a much easier one to dea l 
with. Even so, full marks to Boots in 
grasping the nettle in this way. 

Boardroom pay 

BEING ESSENTIALLY a Glastonian 
Liberal atheaitlbny Hair has always 
believed he ought to be able to refy on 
businessmen to lead by moral ex- 
ample and exercise restraint in the 
amount they pay themselves. Unfor- 
timatefyit doesn’t vrorkth3tw^y in the 
modern world, if it ever did. Since 
Labour came to power the pay de- 


ferential between those at the t(^> of 
the pile and those at the bottom has 
continued to widen. 

The boardrooms of Britain's 
largest companies increasingly feel 
it neeessaiy to pay themselves ac- 
enrding to global gmeraBy American, 
benchmarks, and there has been a 
continued news flow of multi-million 
pound remuneration packages for se- 
nior executives. Barclays is having 
topay Mike O'Neill an American style 
package of salary; options, shadowop- 
tions and bonuses to persuade him 
take the chief executive's job; he re- 
fused to come for any less. 

So if executives cannot be relied 
upon to exercise restraint, what can 
toe Government do about ft? Like 
John Major; it could refuse offending 
businessmen their gong, but that 
doesn't seem to do the trick either. 
Nor can Labour; having fully con- 
verted to the cause of free market 
economics, realistically impose re- 
straint centrally through Act ofPar- 
liamenL Alternatively it could tax the 
rich more highly but onfy the Lib 
Dems believe in doing that. 

Instead. Stephen Byers, the Hade 
and Industry Secretary, is reported 
to be failing bade on that old chest- 
nut -obfigmg shareholders to do their 
dufy. Such an approach is not entirefy 


without merit Rarefy do sharehold- 
ers get an opportunity to vote directi}' 
on (Erector's pay, and even when ther- 
eto, the structure of share ownership 
in Britain, with control focused in the 
hands of a small number of highly- 
paid fond managers, means their 
stance is often an apathetic one. 

This could be remedied in two 
ways. Companies ought be obliged 
through the listing requirements to 
put directors’ remuneration to the 
vote on an annual basis, in the same 
way as they do with auditors' fees. 
Secondly, pension fund trustees 
might be obliged to exercise that vote 
-with abstention no longer an option. 
There is a general objection to be 
made to any form oflegally imposed 
coercion, but even so, neither of 
these measures could be regarded 
as particularly contentious. But 
whether they would haw what Mr 
Byers seems to regard as the re- 
quired effect is another thing. Nor is 
it dear that to put moral pressure on 
shareholders to ratchet down the 
salaries of their executive officers is 
in their own best interests. We can 
all poinlto examples of excess in the 
boanhrxm but if the effect is to make 1 
British boardroom pay uncompetitive 
when set against the alternatives, 
then that would plainly be a bad thing. 



EU raids 
eight banks 
in exchange 
rate probe 


EIGHT of Europe’s best known 
banks, including lenders in Ger- 
many France, Italy and Spain 
were raided yesterday in a Eu- 
ropean Union-wide investiga- 
tim into charges for exchanging 
notes and coins within the ll-na- 
tkm eurozone. 

Tile European Commission 
said it also sent letters to banks 
in virtually all of the 11 nations 
demanding information on then- 
tariffs. The move is the most 
dramatic evidence yet of con- 
cern m Brussels that consumers 
are not benefiting from one of the 
main selling points of the euro 
-the locking of exchange rates. 

Karel Van Miert, Europe's 
Competition Commissioner was 
seeking evidence to support 
Haims of collusion and anti- 
competitive behaviour among 
banks. Mr Van Miert told jour- 
nalists that the banks raided 
were Deutsche Bank AG, Dres- 
dner Bank AG, Credit Agricole, 
Soctete Gdndrale, Banca Com- 
merdale I tali ana, Cassa di 
Risparmio delle Province Lom- 
barde SpA, Banco Bilbao Viz- 


by Stephen Castle 
in Brussels 

caya SA and Argentaria Corp 
Bancaria de Espana SA. 

The commission added that 
the investigators were “not 
made espedalfy welcome in 
same places”, effing France as 
an example. Since January the 
commission had, he said, re- 
ceived ind i cations that “some 
kind of concertation” was taking 
place, perhaps through nation- 
al hanking associations and at 
the European level 

MrVhn Miert added that he 
singled out the eight banks that 
were raided because “a choice 
had to be made” and there was 
a “likelihood'’ evidence would be 
found. 

Transaction charges have be- 
eome especially controversial 
because the advent of the euro 
has ended the publication of 
different rates for buyers and 
sellers. Banks argue that the dif- 
ferential between the two rates 
allowed them to m a k e a profit 
from the transaction - some- 




Voss Net catches 
Internet fever 



Karel van Miert, Europe’s Competition Commissioner: Seeking evidence to support claims of collusion 


VOSS NET. the AIM-listed elec- 
tronic commerce group, has be- 
come the latest stock to catch 
Internet fever after the com- 
pany announced an agreement 
to supply free Internet access 
to schools in Britain. 

Shares in the stock market 
tiddler doubled in early trading 
before closing 21 -5p higher at 
65p on the agreement with 
Free Computers for Educa- 
tion, a regikered charity 

FCE collects unwanted com- 
puters from industry, refur- 
bishes them and supplies them 
free to schools. Under the terms 
of yesterday's deal \foss Net has 
a four-year contract to supply 
schools with unlimi ted free In- 
ternet access under the FCE 
name. It will earn its income 
from a proportion of the tele- 
phone revenue generated from 
the Internet usage. FCE will 
also take a cut of the telephone 


By Nigel Cope 
A ssociate City Editor 

charges and will use the money 
to buy more computer equip- 
ment for schools. Voss Net said: 
“The provision of free Internet 
access will form an important 
dement of the company’s strat- 
egy going forwards." 

Free Internet access has be- 
come the latest trend in the 
small, but rapidly growing UK 
electronic commerce market. 
Dixons was first with the launch 
in September of its Freeserve 
service which now has more 
than a million members. Tesco 
and last week BT have since fol- 
lowed suit and experts predict 
a wave of copycat launches. The 
providers waive the usual 
monthfy subscription fee and 
make their money from the 
helpline charges and the call 
revenue while users are on-line. 


thing that now has to be done 
solely through commission 
charges. However; investiga- 
tions by members of the Euro- 
pean Parliament suggest some 
commissions have been as high 
as 3.75 per cent 

A Deutsche Bank ^okesnan 
admitted that two members of 
the ecanmission’s anti-trust 
committee and one represen- 
tative of the Gennan federal anti- 
trust office bad paid the bank an 

“They inquired how we de- 
termine diarges for exchanging 
national currencies and we pro- 
vided information. Tfcerewas no 


raid," a spokesman said. The 
spokesman also denied the al- 
legation, saying there bad not 
been collusion over the charges. 
“The setting of our3 per cent sur- 
charge for currenty exchanges 
has been a normal decision- 
making process,” be said. 

Banco Bilbao Vizcaya SA said 
itwas confidents vrould be vin- 
dicated, adding that its com- 
mission charges were the 

IHIHliyHIHL 

The comnasaop is worried 
about the reaction erf travellers 

in the eurozone, as they realise 
the benefits of the single cur- 
rency are slow to materialise. 
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IT breeds new multi-millionaires £ 968 


A new batch of computer in- 
dustry executives are set to be- 
come paper multi- milliona i r es 


gp r TTROTTimeS IU> 

information technology stocks. 

Duncan McIntyre, the chief 
executive of Morse, is likely to 
j^be worth around £25m on paper 
“when the computer distribu- 
tion group joins the Stock 
Exchange in a £3 00m flotation 
later this year. 

Meanwhile, Mark Hunteq the 
Chief executive of the consul- 
tancy Axon, will see his share- 
holding valued at up to £S0m. 
The firm, which specialises in 


BY PETER THAL LARSEN 

implementing business soft- 
ware supplied fay the Gennan 
giant SAR wiD be valued at 
£80m to £lO0m. 

It has also emerged that the 
chief executive of Synstar the 
desktop services and disaster 
recovery group, wiD pocketup 
to £7m from its flotation which 
will be valued at S252m to £30lm. 

Richard Phrrd is thought to 
have invested under £lm in the 
company 18 months ago when it 

was the subject of an £89m man- 
agement buyout from Granada, 
the hotels and media giant 


The bonanza suggests that 
British investors are once again 
enthusiastic about information 
technology stocks. Shares in 
leading computer services 
companies have recovered this 
year after a serious wobble in 
the autumn of last yean 

However; the rash of flota- 
tions has revived ac c usations 
that the management and (hear 
venture capital backers are 
seeking to cash in ahead of an 
expected slowdown in demand 
for IT services later this yean 
Those fears were fuelled by 
the revelation (hat Synstar is fee- 
ing potentially damaging com- 


pensation Harms if its clients’ 
computer systems feD as a re- 
sult of the miTlprmium bug. 

Synsteris flotation prospectus 
reveals that its disaster recov- 
ery division - which provides a 
back up of companies' comput- 
er systems to prevent informa- 
tion being lost in a disaster - 
could be Irresponsible for tbe 
failure of two of its clients' sys- 
tems which are unlikely to be 
reatfy in time for the millenm - 
um. Synstar is liable to pay up 
to £4m of damages if the sys- 
tems feuL In the year to last Sep- 
tember; the company made a 
total operating profit of 29.4m. 



The Tune 400-2c Family PC 
package comes complete 
with powerful 400MHz PC, 
printer, scanner, office 
software suite and much j _ 
more for just 
£799+ VAT. 

Buy the EXEC model now and pay 
nothing until the year 2000, with our 

No Deposit, Interest Free 

0pthHl!or 

choose our Low APR 
Plan and pay only... 
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Business Direct 
Interest Rates Change 

With effect from Tuesday 16di February 1999 
Thu Co-operative Bank Business Direct Account 
Credit Interest will be as follows: 


£2.000+ °- u/ 

£25.000+ I- 51 

£100.000+ 232 

£250.000+ 459 
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IN BRIEF 

Birds Eye Wall's creates 275 jobs 

BIRDS EYE WALES, the UK-based ice-cream arm of Anglo- 
Dutch consumer products group Unileva; is to create more 
titan 275 jobs in sales and distribution. The company said 
yesterday it was creating a new network of contracted out 
service providers undo 1 the “Wall’s Direct” name, which will 
be fully operational from I March. 

ICL set to win £500m PFI deal 

CUSTOMS AND EXCISE has named a consortium led by ICL, 
the IT services company as the preferred bidder to supply 
secure IT and telecoms services to HM Customs & Excise, in 
a private finance initiative deal expected to cost £500m over 
the next 10 years. The contract is expected to be awarded 
nest spring. 

isle of Man unveils 15% company tax 

THE ISLE OF MAN is to introduce a 15 per cent tax band from 
1999/2000 for companies’ first £100,000 of taxable income, the 
tr^my ministeg Richard CorfeiD, said in his budget 
yesterday- He added: “British ministers have constitutional 
statement to Europe, which indicates it would be 
unprecedented for the UK government to interfere with our 
domestic legislation, which includes taxation.” 
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Banks edge 
Footsie towards 
all-time high 


ONCE AGAIN Footsie fnr*hptf 
towards its all-time high, 
dinibfng 85.4 points to 6J.08.& 
Since peaking at 6^79 in July; 
the indexhas raademore than 
half-a-dozen attempts to es- 
tablish a new top. 

Blit although it managed a 

trading high last month it has 
found it impossible to strike a 
new dosing record. Banks, 
helped along by Barclays, 
were behind the latest ad- 
vance. 

Barclays rose 102p to l,B92p 
and National Westminster 
Bank 97p to J,379p. Bank of 
Scotland was 36p higher at 
90&5p and Woolwich 17.5p at 
365Jjp. The stock market 
latched on to Barclays’ in- 
creased dividend. With inter- 
est rates falling , hi gh er 
dividend payments are achiev- 
ing even greater significance 
than in the past 

There is also the growing 
possibility of takeover action 
among the hanking commu- 
nity. Last week Lloyds TSB, 
up 22pto904Jjp, displayed its 
acquisitive inclinations and 
although Barclays wiD, at least 
for the time being, mark time 


STEPHEN DEAN has sold 
most of his shares in 
Environmental Property 
Services. 

A 29.6 per cent stake 
has been picked up at 9.8p 
a share by investors led 
by Lupus Associates, 
where Charles Ryder, 
formerly of Magellan 
Industries, is a leading 
light 

Mr Dean intends to 
concentrate on builder 
Artisan (UK), which split 
from £3% last year. 

EPS held at 9.75p and 
Artisan edged ahead 0.25p 
to 4.75p. 


unto new chief executive 
Michael O’Neill gets his feet 
under the boankoom table, the ' 
group wQl not ignore future 
consolidation. 

Mergers between clearing 
and mortgage banks are 
thought to be tbe most hke)y 
development although more 
cross border deals are also ex- 
pected 

Allied Irish Banks is re- 
garded by many as the next 
bank to fall to a bid, with 
Lloyds now the favourite to 

strike. The shares have had a 
volatile run and rose 30.5p to 
l,132.5p in brisk trzxfing. 

New 'arks early strength 
was a positive influence and 
there were also vague hopes 
that: perhaps Tbkyo’s despair 
is coming to an end 

The banking excitement 
helped swell trading volume 
back above 1 billion shares 
with Centrica, the gas group. 


Market 
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Pain 


the most heavily traded with 
Seaq putting volume at 24.1 
million. Supporting shares 
were firm. The mid cap index 
rose 23.7 to 5.200.9 and the 
small cap 7.5 to 2£4&L 

Cattles, the consumer 
credit group, underlined the 
widespread appeal of finan- 
cials, scoring a I3p gain to a 
peak of 759-Sp. Year’s results 
are due next month. They are 
expected to come out at 
around £48m, against the 
£55 Jm achieved in the previ- 
ous yean 

Amvescap, the fund man. 
ages was the best performing 
Fbotsie constituent, gaining 
44J5p to 607.5p. 

Tbbacco shares continued 
to be puffed higher Mowing 
the Government’s decision 
that the National Health Ser- 
vice cannot sue a^rette mak- 
ers. Imperial Tbbacco swiried 
43p higher to 754Jjp and Gal- 
laher 21p to 444p. British 


share price, pence 
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American Tobacco was up 
165p to 6125p in sympathy. 

Eurotunnel rose lip to 84p 
chi rumoured stake bufidmg. 
French financier Vincent Bol- 
lore denied hewas interested 

Marks & Spencer firmed 
to 367.5p ahead of an invest- 
ment presentation tomorrow 
by the new chief executive, 
Peter Salisbury United News 
& Media, holding City brief- 
ings, was flat at 600p. 

Scotixshftwergained 8p to 
6G2.5p on the appointment of 
BiD Allan as chief executive of 
its telecom arm. Goldman 
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Sachs has been appointed to 
explore the options available 
to the telecom business. Tbe 
market expects Scottish- 
Ftower to go for a flotation. 

RoDs4toyce was ruffled by 
sto ri es of increased compe- 
tition from General Electric of 
the US, whida is thought to be 
trying to squeeze the B ritish 
group's engines out of some 
Boeing aircraft. The GE ru- 
mour overshadowed a £15Qm 
engines contract from British 
Aerospace. 

Engineer Haden Magel- 
lan rose 5p to 4L5p, a partial 
recovery from Monday's prof- 
it warning fan. Albert E Sharp 
and Warburg Dillon Read up- 
graded the shares to a buy. 

Voss Net caught Internet 
mania, surfing 2L5p higher to 
65p, following a supply deal 
with a charity to provide free 
Internet access to schools, hi 
the past year the shares have 
Men from I60p and three 
years ago were 4l3p. The com- 
pany is raising £125,000 plac- 
ing shares at 45p. 

Charles Stanley, the stock- 
broker thought to be consid- 
ering corporate action, was 


EXPECT ACQUISITIVE 
ITG, the AIM-traded Irish 
telecom and computer 
group, to disclose another 
takeover soon, possibly 
today 

Only last week the 
company paid £7.65m in 
cash and shares for 
Computers in Ireland. 
Last year ITG, which was 
started in 1989, pnt 
through four takeovers. 

The group’s shares 
firmed to 282.5p; they 
have been as high as 
422.5p since arriving on 
AIM nearly two years 
ago. 


dealt 29p higher at 499p, an- 
other peak 

Victory Corporation, a 
Richard Branson company 
held at 6.5p as it settled a near 
£2m debt owned fay Cadoro, 
the trendy retailer where Mr 
Branson is a shareholder 

Cadoro now owes the cash 
to Victoiy. Because of trading 
difficulties, the retailer's 
shares were suspended last 
month at 0.75p. 

Booker, tbe cash and carry 
chain, responded to the £23m 
exceptional charge following 
the disposal of a wholesafing 
business by dropping k5p to 
56p. The shares were 296p 
last year Low & Bonar, the 
packaging group, fell I5p to 
165p after losses and a grim 
trading statement. 

SEAQ VOLUME: L08bn 
SEAQ TRADES: 93^74 
GILTS: 114J57 +0.48 


Pay day 
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Profits rise puts Sema back 
in the market’s good books 


BY PETER THAL LARSEN 


SEMA, THE Anglo-French com- 
puter service group, yesterday 
moved to re-establish its 
growth credentials when it re- 
ported a sharp rise in pre-tax 
profits and stressed its expo- 
sure to the fast-growing areas 
of mobile telephony and elec- 
tronic commerce. 

In the year to December; 
Sema made a pre-tax profit of 
£97.8m on revenues of£1.25bn. 
However; the figures were dis- 
torted by the sale in July of BAe 
Sema. its defence systems joint 
venture, to British Aerospace. 
On an underlying baas, profits 
grew by 31 per while turnover 
rose 21 per cent 

The figures went some way 
to restoring the stock market’s 
faith in Sema after an indiffer- 
ent performance in previous 
years. The company pointed to 
booming demand from mobile 
phone operators for IT sys- 
tems as one of the reasons for 
its growth. Sana reckons it has 
16 percent of this fast-growing 
market, making it tbe leader 
ahead of rivals such as Logica. 

In tbe past yean Sema has es- 
tablished its credentials as a 
co mp ^itor for laxge contracts by 
winning the five-year deal to 
handle toe Benefits Agency's 
medical services systems. Last 
year it won a contest to oversee 
all IT systems for the Olympic 
Games from 2002 to 2008. 

Pierre BoneDi, Serna’s chief 
executive, said 1998 was an “in- 


SEMA GROUP: AT A GLANCE 


Martet value: £3.4 1 On, share price 741 .5p (-f Ip) 

Trading record 94 95 96 97 

Full year to 31 December 

Turnover (£m) 996 678 927 1.130 

Profit For che year (£m) 29.5 36.9 50.0 64.1 

Earnings 'per 'share (p) 5.19 6.06 7.74 9.79 

Dividends per share (p) 1 .00 1 .22 1 30 1 .83 


Profit breakdown 

£m. year to 31 December 1998 

System , j 

Integration h — f 


Outsourcing 


3 D 1997 
□ 1998 
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tense and pivotal year” in which 
the company “has reshaped it- 
self to concentrate on its chosen 
high-growth markets and to 
continue to exploit its unique po- 
sitioning as a provider of a 
complete range of services". 

But analysts said Sema stni 
had some way to go before it 
could truly measure itself . 
against the US giants of the com- 
puter services industry such as 
IBM and EDS. They said the 
oompaqy stiD does Dot have a sig- 
nificant presence in the United 
States, even though it suggest- 


Share price 

Pence 

800 



94 95 96 97 93 99 

ed more than a year ago it could 
afford to spend up to $ibn on a 
US acquisition. Buffidu Maim, 
Serna’s vice-president, said the 
company was merely being pru- 
dent “When the right opportu- 
nity comes up you can feel it it’s 
like a marriage,” he said. 

Another area of concern is 
the software products division, 
which is still losing money as a 
result of a major two-year in- 
vestment programme to bring 
Serna’s software up to speed. 

William B itam, S erna ’s fi- 
nance directm; said tbe cEvisfon 



Pierre Bonelli: Sema “reshaped itself” last year 


was likely to break even in the 
current year. But some ob- 
servers are concerned that 
Serna’s decision to mix prod- 
ucts and services was a de- 
parture from toe usual practice 
of IT services companies. 

“My concern with Sema is 
how they are changing the per- 
sonality of the company," said 
George O’Connor; an analyst at 
Granville. “In the past. London 
investors have proven their ab- 
solute love of service compa- 
nies. If you go down the product 
track, the business becomes 


much more risky and. on the 
back of this, investors might 
start reviewing their portfolio." 

Nevertheless, most analysts 
yesterday upgraded their prof- 
it forecasts for 1999 to about 
£95m. reflecting the expected 
growth in telecoms and the 
potential benefits of Serna’s 
joint venture with Broadvision. 
the US ecommerce software 
supplier. Most observers rate 
the shares, which edged up lp 
to 741. 5p yesterday after a 
strong run in recent months, a 
solid hold. 


Low & Bonar tipped for takeover 


LOW & BONAR was tipped as a 
potential takeover target yes- 
terday after shares in the pack- 
aging group fell 13 per ceit due 
to a faD in underlying profits for 
the full year and a cautious 
statement on current trading. 

Analysts said American 
predators, which are already 
circling rival Field Group, 
might be attracted by Low & 
Bonar’s low|y valuation. 

The shares, which dosed 
I5p lower at 165p yesterday 
currently trade on a forward 
multiple of just 6 and yield over 
10 per cent Analysts ques- 
tioned whether toe dividend 


Heated time 
for receivers 

WE'VE all heard of accoun- 
tants “cooking the books”, how- 
ever I doubt if many people 
have heard of a recent House 
of Lords proposal that re- 
ceivers should be microwaved. 

On 26 January the House of 
Lords debated a motion to end 
the practice where an investi- 
gating accountant sent in to 
help a troubled company is 
subsequently appointed its re- 
ceiver _ 

In support of the motion, 
Lord Montague of Oxford pant- 
ed out that “a Chinese wall is 
like a Chinese takeaway. One 
takes it home and puts it in a 
microwave. 1 suggest to noble 
lords that many erf the receivers 
should be dealt with in a simi- 
lar way.” 

Ken Baird, a partner with 
City law firm Freshfieids, who 
passed on this snippet, added: 
“Possibly this is more of an ar- 
gument for reform of tbe upper 
chamber Hum for reform of 
toe Insolvency Act 1986”. 


By nigel Cope 

Associate City Editor 

might be cut this year although 
management pledged to main- 
tain the pay-out which is cur- 
rently 12-times covered before 
exceptional charges. 

“We have no intention of 
cutting the dividend We just felt 
it was prudent to maintain the 
second half pay-out,” said Jim 
Heilig. chief executive of Low 
& Bonar 

Low & Bonar has been hit by 
a series of problems in its 
nuqor markets following the 
£67£m acquisition of Wadding- 


PEOPLE AND 
BUSINESS 

BY JOHN 
WILLCOCK 

Footy saviours 

THERE’S CERTAINLY no ex- 
cuse for wanting to microwave 
Tom Burton, and John Ariel, 
administrators of Portsmouth 
Football Club, who are work- 
ing hard to find a new backer 
for toe troubled side. 

The recovery specialists 
from accountants Kidsons 
Impey were sent in at the be- 
ginning of the month to sort out 
the finances of “Pompey”, as 
the south-coast club Is called 
Messrs Burton and Ariel 
have quite a track record in 
rescuing footy dubs. They got a 
taste of it carrying out toe re- 
structuring of Brighton & Hove 
Albson in 1992. But they claim the 
recgver s hfrof QTin g h a m PCm 
1995 as their best performance 


ton cartons last au tumn, its 
packaging operations have 
been affected by both an influx 
of lower priced imports from 
mainland Europe while the 
economic crisis in the Fhr East 
has led to further overcapaci- 
ty in Europe while cutting de- 
mand for its specialist 
materials products. 

Underlying profits were 
lower than expected at £46.2m. 
However; the group plunged to 
a pre-tax loss of £3 .3m after 
more than £50m of exceptional 
and re-organisational charges. 

This includes £40m to cover 
the cost of closure of a plant in 


Manchester which serves Kel- 
logg’s, and £9J>m of integration 
costs relating to the Wadding- 
ton deal winch will yield annu- 
al savings of £6m. 

Under Mr Heilig, Low & 
Bonar has started to achieve 
organic growth and is also 
shifting tbe balance of its sales 
towards higher marg in busi- 
ness and away from low price 
packaging. 

But institutions have be- 
come frustrated at the slow 
pace of change in a company 
whose shares have under-per- 
formed the market by 52 per 
cent in the past year. 


Analysts point out that the 
high yield makes the stock an 
interesting income stock as 
interest rates fall. On top of this 
there is toe prospect of a break- 
up bid either from a packaging 
player keen on using the carton 
business to boost market share, 
or a financial buyer. 

Added to this is the prospect 
of new management being 
brought in if the current team 
do not deliver . 

This makes the stock a pos- 
sible speculative punt, though 
if trading conditions continue to 
weaken there could still be far- 
ther downside. 



so for Mr Burton says: “We 
found a buyer; when Giflmgfrara 
was second bottom of Division 
3 ... the dub has now risen to 6th 
place in Division 2.” 

Mr Burton is a native of 
Glasgow, “where football is fair 
ly difficult to avoid"; be supports 
Rangers. As for Mr Arid, he 
comes from K e n t, and supports 
Gillingham. He also used to 
support Maidstone - before 
they went out of business. 

New letterhead? 

IS THE venerabteSG Warburg 
name to return? The sugges- 
tion doing the rounds of the 
trading floors at Warburg Dil- 
lon Read in the City’s 
Broadgate is that the firm 
should make a bid for the newly 


created SG Paribas - thus re- 
turning the Swiss-owned in- 
vestment bank to its original 
name of SG Warburg. 

The hank was named after 
its founder Sigmund Warburg, 
a German refijgee who built the 
bank into a global force in the 
1950s and '60s. In the 1990s it 
was gobbled up fay SBC to be- 
come SBC Warburg. The merg- 
er with Dillon Read in the US 
followed to create SBC Warburg 
Dillon Read. Then the merger 
last year with UBS created 
Warburg Dillon Read. Whatev- 
er happens, this must cost a for- 
tune in new stationery. 

O’Neill ‘threat’ 

ONE COMMENT by Michael 
O’Neill which has been missed 
by coverage of his appointment 
to the helm of Barclays Bank 
has been his reaction to one 
journalist’s question last Friday: 
“Have you ever killed anyone?" 

The 52-year-old former US 
marine replied cooUy: a Not 
yet", drilling words for staff at 
the underperforming bank. 

One militaristic touch at 


Barclays' head office in Lom- 
bard Street should help to 
make Mr O'Neill feel at home. 
The chairman's dining room is 
called “The Chairman’s Mess". 

Perhaps this is the legacy of 
Andrew Buxton, the outgoing 
chairman of Barclays, who is a 
former Guardsman. Mr Buxton 
is the last member of the orig- 
inal 20 Quaker families that 
built Barclays in the last cen- 
tury As one wag commented on 
the transfer of power “From 
Quaker to shaker". 

IT’s Lapthome 

MORSE, THE IT services com- 
pany, has announced its inten- 
tion to float and has appointed 
a heavyweight non-executive 
chairman, Richard Laptfaorne. 
to help its cause. Mr Lapthome 
is finance director and vice 
chairman of British Aerospace, 
and has a dutch of other non- 
exec directorships, including 
Nycomed Amersham, Orange 
and Robert Fleming. 

E-mail j.wiUcocki'a indepen- 
dentco.uk 
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‘I like Giggs and Beckham. And I tibink the lad at Arsenal, Overmars, is a good two-footed player, very similar to what I was 
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Sir Tom the pride of Preston 


WHILE I wait for Sir Ttom Finney to 
arrive, the receptionist at Preston 
North End’s Deepdale football 
ground tells me that a stretch of 
Deepdale Road - from the Territo- 
rial Army building to just past Sains- 
burys- has recently been renamed 
Sir Tom Finney Way. She then asks 
if I would like to contribute to a fund 
to raise money for a statue of Sir 
Tom Finney. At this point. Sir Tom 
Finney arrives, having safely nego- 
tiated Sir Tom Finney Way, and 
graciously agrees to pose for the In- 
dependent's photographer in front 
of the Tom Finney stand. 

A master of understatement 
might say that Preston is rather 
proud of Sir Tom Finney. When his 
knighthood was announced last 
yean the Lancashire Evening Post 
printed a 48-page tribute. And North 
End's deputy chairman was not 
being over-sentimental when he 
said “for the town's senior citizens, 
it is the news they’ve been waiting 
for for many a year.” 

The object of this veneration is a 
spcy 76-year-old with a kindly pink 
face and snow-white haiz; a little 
plumper than the 1 0-stone waif who 
left defenders kicking air and was de- 
scribed by no less a judge than Rill 
Shankly - who played alongside 
him in the Preston team between 
1946 and 1949 - as “probably the 
greatest footballer who will ever be 
born." The story goes that when 
George Best was at his peak, 
Shankly was asked if he thought 
Best was a better player than 
Finney. “Aye he is, just about" 
growled Shankly. “But don't forget 
that Tom is 50-odd." 

It seems incongruous, in a way 
that such a homely, unassuming 
man should have inspired so many 
cracking after-dinner anecodotes, 
one of the best of which is told by an- 
other old Preston team-mate. 
Tommy Docherty. When I remind 
him of it Finney chuckles. 

“That one’s quite true," he says. 
“Tommy came down from Celtic, 
and had a fairiy good season with us. 
In those days we used to line up in 
the corridor before going in to the 
manager to find out our terms for 
the following year: I went in to see 
Bill Scott the manager, and he said 
I'd be on the same terms as the year 
before, £12 a week during the sea- 
son, and £10 a week in the summer; 
which was known as 12-and-lO. 
Tommy went in after me, and was 
told he’d be on 12-and-eighL Tm not 
signing,' he said. Tvejust found out 
that Finney's on 12-and-lO.’ The 
manager couldn’t believe it 'But 
Finney’s a far better player than 
you,' he said ‘Not in the bloodjy sum- 
mer he's not’ Tommy said" 

Tom Finney grew up in a council 
house near Deepdale. and first dis- 



THE 

Brian viner 
Interview 


played his sublime skills in 30-a-side 
kickabouts on a potholed patch of 
waste ground His father; an elec- 
tricity board clerk, had him appren- 
ticed to a firm of plumbers when he 
was 14. The following yean Preston 
North End invited him to join the 
ground staff, but his father said he 
had to finish bis app renticeship first 
He was devastated but the old man 
was right Tbm Finney Ltd set up 
just after the wan eventually em- 
ployed 60 staff, and has given Finney 
-who hung up his boots in 1960, the 
year before football’s £20-a-week 
matimum wage was abolished - a 
comfortable retirement 
He finally joined the Preston 


1 I've never played 
against such a good 
side. We lost 7-1 and 
it was racehorses 
against carthorses* 


ground staff in 1937, and was inside- 
left in the unde»18 team until one 
fateful day when he stood in for the 
injured outside-right and played a 
blinder. When Preston won the 
1940-41 FA Cup final against Arse- 
nal - a victory wiped from the offi- 
cial records by the war- Finney was 
on the right wing tormenting the Ar- 
senal and England ca ptain and full- 
back; Eddie Hapgood. A year later 
he was conscripted into the army. 

“I was stationed at Catterick, 
and actually played seven or eight 
games with Newcastle, who got fan- 
tastic gates of 40,000-odd even in 
wartime I also played a game ortwo 
for Southampton when I was down 
at Tldwarth. With players moving all 
over the show in the forces, you used 
to approach the nearest dub and say 
‘any chance of a game?' sort of 
thing. When I came home on leave, 
rd get a game for Preston, although 



Nottingham Forest’s Geoff Thomas has a tough assignment 
as Tom Finney shows his ball skills down Preston’s left wing 


the ground here was a prisoner-of- 
war camp so we had to play at the 
Leyiand Motors ground. 

“Then I was posted overseas for 
three years, and played in Italy with 
the Eighth Army team. It was a veiy 
strong side. We had Stan Cullis at 
centre-half, and Bryn Jones, who’d 
been sold for a record fee to Arse- 
nal just before the wan and I re- 
member we played the Polish XI and 
- the RAF XL In Egypt I played with 
The Wanderers who had some very 
good games against King Faro ilk’s 
XL which was quite an eye-opener; 
because one or two of them played 
in bare feet with bandages round 
their ankles.” 

In 1947, the England manager; 
Walter WmtertwttQm, experimented 
by moving Finney to outside-left If 
Glenn Hoddle’s experiments had 
worked half as spectacularly he 
could have claimed to be the rein- 
carnation of John the Baptist and 
still retained public support Fbr with 
Finney on the left wing and Stanley 
Matthews on the right England 
went to Portugal and won 10-0. 

Over the nest few years, a debate 
raged in the nation’s pubs - was 
Finney better than Matthews? As 
with Arnold Palmer and Jack Nick- 
laus in another sport, the consensus 
now seems to be that Matthews had 
more charisma, but Finney was the 
better player At the time, the press 
stoked up the debate into a bitter 
personal rivalry, which Finney ro- 
bustly denies. “No, no. We were 
friends, me and Stan. We travelled 
down to England games together 
And he called to congratulate me 
when I got the knighthood." 

Both men were playing in April 
1948 when England beat Scotland 
2-0 in front of 130,000 at Hampden 
■Park and Finney scored what he con- 
siders to be his most memorable 
goal a screamer from the edge of the 
area. And they were both playingthe 
folkrwing month when England went 
to Turin and overwhelmed Italy, 
the World Cup holders, 4-0. But 
Matthews was absent in April 1952, 
when England held Italy 2-1 in Flo- 
rence Finney sparkled that day, 
and afterwards received a message 
that the president of the Sicilian chib 
Palermo wanted to see him. 

“He offered me a £10,000 signing- 
on fee £120 a week, a house and a 
car I was on £14 a week at the time 
and I must say I was very tempted. 
My room-mate Ivor Broads couldn't 
believe his ears. I came home and 
told the chairman of Preston, a 
man called Nat Buck, who was in the 
building trade and had a broad Lan- 
cashire accent He said Til tell thee 
now, if tha doesn't play for us, tha 
doesn't play for anyone’ And that 
was the end of it. A year or so after 
John Charles moved over there. He 
was the first But my kids were 
young and it would have caused a lot 
of problems. Pve never regretted it” 

Eighteen months later Finney 
was injured for what was to Ite a his- 
toric meeting wifo Hungary England 
had never lost at Wembley and their 
6-3 trouncing had seismic reverber- 
ations in the English game. Finney 
remembers the occasion welL 

“The Hungarians came out 20 
minutes before to warm up - we'd 
never seen that before. The little fel- 
low Puskas was doing all sorts of 
fancy things with the ball, balancing 
it on his back and whatnot They 
played with a deep-lying centre- 
forward and we’d never seen that ei- 
ther Manchester City went and 
copied it with Don Revie as a deep- 
lying centre-forward and he caused 
all sorts of problems. Oh yes. It was 
a shock to some people to find we 
were not only not the best team in 
the world, we weren't even the best 
team in Europe. We started ques- 
tioning the 2-3-5 formation, which 
we'd always taken for granted.” 

Finney was fit for the return 
match in Budapest. “I've never 
played against such a good side. We 



lost 7-1 and it was racehorses 
against carthorses. It was quite a 
nice day and Ivor Broadis said it was 
the first time he’d ever had a sun- 
burnt tongue, because he spent all 
afternoon haring up and down with 
bis tongue hanging out” 

If the 1953 Hungarians were the 
greatest team Finney ever encoun- 
tered. who was the greatest player 
he ever saw? He doesn’t hesitate. 
“The player I have admired more 
than any other was Di Stefano from 
Real Madrid.” And what about the 
modem game? “I like Giggs and 


Beckham vezy much. And I think the 
lad at Arsenal, Overmars, is a good 
two-footed player; a very, very sim- 
ilar player to what I was. But I am 
saddened that the game is not as 
wide as it was. The number of times 
I see a man shape up to take a fella 
on. then give a pass inside. We used 
to love one-on-one situations, with 
only one man to get past When it 
happens these days, the commen- 
tator goes on as if he’s just seen a 
Martian. Giggs goes past people, and 
McManaman used to. butl do think 
pace was used better in our day.” 


Whether or not Finney is right, it 
is a sobering thought that he earned 
less in an entire career than some 
inferior players now earn in a week. 
You have to take account of more 
than inflation to get from £20 a 
week in 1959 to £30,000 a week in 
1999. But characteristically, he ex- 
presses no bitterness. “The only 
thing that disappoints me is that 
players don't seem to honour con- 
tracts any more,” he says. 

In peacetime, Finney only once 
played for a British dub other than 
Preston. In 1963, he was tempted out 


of retirement by George Eastham, 
manager of the Northern Ireland 
side. Distillery who had been drawn 
in the European Cup against mighty 
Benfica. With 4 1 -year-old Finney a * 
centre-forward. Distillery held Ben- . 

fica - including the great Eusebio - 
to a remarkable 3-3 draw. “I played 
fairly well,” recalls Finney. In well 
over an hour; this is as near as he 
gets to boasting. And yet, as I watch 
him dimbmto his car and rejoin the 
traffic on Sir Tbm Finney Way, I 
reflect that there is nobody in foot- 
ball with more to boast about 


Replay weakens 

referee’s rule 

Sin With good common sense, Ar- 
sene Wenger called for the Arsenal 
versus Sheffield Utd FA Cup tie to 
be replayed. The argument was 
based on the unwritten rule of un- 
gentlemanly conduct, which by de- 
finition, has no definition. 

Butwhat of an earlier tie, between 
Oxford and Chelsea? Vialli dived his 
way to a stoppage-time penalty, 
thereby rescuing his team from de- 
feat Does this not also constitute un* 
gentlemanly conduct? 

It seems that the Fbotball Associ- 
ation has set a precedent Any team 
suffering from a controversial deci- 
sion will justifiably pointto this game 
and ask for a replay. Wfe are then at 
the mercy of the after-game honesty 
of managers and players. And where 
does this leave the referee? 

GARY JACOB 

Si Catherine’s College 

Oxford. 


Sports letters 


Post letters to Sports Desk at 1 Canada Square, Canary Wharf, London E14 5DL and include a daytime telephone number. Faxes to 0171 293-2894 
or e-mail to spomS independent.co.uk E-mail correspondents are asked to give a postal address. Letters may be edited for length and clarity 


Whistlers turn 
to whining 

Sir How depressing and predictable 
that referees should whine about 
their powerlessness to disallow that 
Arsenal "goal". Everyone knew the 
goal should not have been allowed 
and the referee should have used 
some initiative and common sense 
and ruled it out I would have 
thought that unwritten rules could 
be enforced using unwritten powers. 
Aqy referee with a real feefing for the 
game would have used them. 

Failing that, the referee as the 
sole arbiter of feet could have ruled 
the throw-in a foul, or the scorer off- 
side, or deemed teat the ball never 


crossed the line. In feet I am sur- 
prised that this solution didn’t occur 
to him, as referees seem quite 
happy to defy objective reality on 
other occasio n s. 

Replaying the game is preferable 
to allowing the result to stand, but 
it would have been a lot better if the 
referee, players, and management 
had done their duty and sorted 
things out at the time. 

BILL TRUMBLE 
Oxford 

Blame Overmars 

Sir I am a totally committed Man 
United supportec but I still agree that 
Wenger deserves respect and 
admir ation for his replay offer: How- 


ever I am amazed that all the at- 
tention has been focused on 
Nwankwo Kanu and the constant 
pleas thathe (fid not realise what the 
convention is in England. What 
about Overmars? Wfiy has no report 
I have seen or heard mentioned him? 

Does be not know the convention 
of the game here? Has he just ar- 
rived? Even if we accept that Kanu 
does not know what should be done 
in such circumstances (which I 
find hard to believe), I am totally 
amazed that Overmars has not 
been roundly criticised for his part 
in the fiasco. 

All he had to do was stop. That 
would have sorted the whole mess 
out and ensured that the replay offer 
was not required. However he 


played on and now must surely take 
the responsibility for causing this 
situation. 

JEREMY GRAY 

London SW20 

Nothing new 
under the sun 

Sir: The decision that the FA Cup 

game between Arsenal and Sheffield 

United should be played again is not 
unprecedented. Back in 1887 the 
fifth-round match between West 
Bromwich Albion and Lockwood 
Bros ended 1-0, but there was a dis- 
pute over the goal so the game was 
replayed at a neutral venue. 

KEN FOX Leeds LS6- 


England in need 

of an overhaul 

Sir; Last Wednesday's internati onal 
with France dispelled the myth that 
“We would have won the World 
Cup” and it is not too difficult to see 
where England's deficiencies lie. 

TOs need a dear-out of the old mind- 
set and the older players, and a rad- 
ical new approach. We should no 
longer think in terms of 1 who partners 
Shearet; who is probahfy the besterer 
old -fa shi on ed En glish forward, but 
that is simply not good enough any 
more at international level. It is no 
longer about holding it up until help 
arrives - two touches is one too 
many France and Nicolas Ane&a 


showed how these days a striker's 
first touch has to be a cushioned pass 
or a flick that keeps the tempo going. 

In midfield, Ince is long past his 
sell-by date and Redknapp is a 
clever; classy player; but unable to 
impose himself as a playmaken 
Batty will never really hack it (or per- 
haps will always hack!) and Ander- 
ton is too inconsistent Wh should set 
our benchmark by Zidane and Petit 

At the back, the post-booze 
Adams has been superb, but Anelka 
ran him ragged in the second half- A- 
tithe ball is at the feet of quick clever - J 
players, he ain’t in the game. Bench- 
mark.- DesaDly or Leboeufi Le 
Saux is a disaster defensively. Sea- 
man is as slow and sluggish now as 
we realised Shilton was, all too late 
in 1990, as that deflected German 
free-kick flew over his head. 

I suggest we throw Joe Cole, Matt 
Jansen, Gareth Barry and Darren 
Huckerby in with Beckham, Scholes, 
Eter dman d . Owen etal for the next 18 
months and let them mature. 

NIGEL CUBBAGE 
Martq/ate. Herts 
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Woodward relies on Wilkinson 


By Chris rewett 

NOW THAT the Boy Wonder 
has grown a few hairs on his 
™ est ’_? n ^ an ^ consider him 
properly equipped to mix it 
mth the grown-ups. Jonny 
'y ikmson ' yet to emerge from 
his teens but making a very 
decent fist of life in the man's 
world of the Allied Dunbar 
Premiership, will attempt to 
solve two of his country’s most 
■pressing problems at Twick- 
enham this weekend when he 
makes his first Five Nations 
start against Jim Heifer's buoy- 
ant band of Calcutta Cup-hunt- 
ing Scots. 

Wilkinson fills the gaping 
hole in the red rose midfield by 
playing at inside centre - a big 
enough ask in itself, given that 
his immediate predecessors in- 
clude Will Greenwood, the most 
influential flireequarter in the 
country, and Phil de Glanvffle, 
the most astute defensive or- 
ganiser in Britain. But there is 

more, far more. Newcastle's 
19-year-old prodigy will also 


from Matthew Dawson, whose 
occasional mark sm anship just 
■happened to earn En gland their 
famous victory over the world 
champions of South Africa 10 
weeks ago. 

“He’s a talented player, 
Jormy and he’s in on merit" pro- 
nounced Clive Wbodward, the 
England coach, as he revealed 
his hand yesterday. “As soon as 
I knew both Greenwood andDe 
GlanvQle were unfit I put the in- 
side centre position at the top of 
my priority list and set about 
watching the contenders. Jonny 
plays a good 60 per cent of his 
Premiership rugby in the role 
and his defence is very strong 
indeed. I also took into consid- 
eration the fact that there is less 
pressure at inside centre than 
at outside-half In terms of his 
development, this win stand 
him in very good stead." 

In reality, though. Mikin' 
son’s promotion has more to do 
with putting the funny-shaped 
ball between the sticks than his 
ability to knock opposition cen- 
tres into the middle of the next 
millennium. Woodward backed 
Dawson's kicking to the hiltbe- 
fore the Springbok Test but al- 
though the gamble worked for 
him on that occasion, it was 
never the most convincu®ofar- _ 
guments. “It would have been 
asking slot of Matt to do the job 
again," the coach conceded:. 
^Jonny’s kicking was a big fac- 
tor in my decision." 



England’s teenage centre Jonny Wilkinson takes an early look at Twickenham before Saturday’s Calcutta Cop match against Scotland 


David Ashdown 


According to Dave Aired, 
the specialist England coach 
who has worked closely with 
Wilkinson for three years, the 
new front-rank kicker has the 
potential to join the pantheon 
inhabited by the Ollie Camp- 
bells and Grant Fbxes of rugby 
legend. “Is Jonny a natural 
kicker? There’s no such thing 
in my bock,” he insisted Horny 
is a worker just as Campbell 
and Fbx and Rob Andrew were 
workers. He has the right atti- 
. hide, the self-motivation to get 
out . there on a wet Thursday 
night and kick balls iaitil he gets 
itright" - 

Eight months ago in Bris- 
bane, Wilkinson got it very 


wrong. His two kicking failures 
against a rampant Waflaby side 
at the Suncorp Stadium did 
not exactly cost an embar- 
rassingly half-baked En gland 
side the Test -he would have 
needed to chip over a good few 
penalties to cancel out the 11 
tries registered by the opposi- 
tion in the course of a record 
76-0 victory -but the experience 
rocked him to his very bones 
and he admitted he still has not 
watched the tape. 

However; the misery of that 
humiliation set him on a learn- 
ing curve bordering on the ver- 
tical. “I -came homs-'fram the 
southern hemisphere deter- 
mined to make myself a better; 


stronger player Yfes. I was fear- 
ful that it would take an awful 
lot to get bade into the En gland 
squad, but I’ve been given a hell 
of a lot more responsibility at 
Newcastle this season and it’s 
worked out fine. My kicking is 
dose to the 75 per cent success 
rate and I have no fears about 
doing the job on Saturday.” 
His highly educated right 
boot gives Wbodward the chance 
to retain the hatf-beckpartner- 
ship that worked more then ad- 
equately against the Springboks, 
although MflceGatt has not been 
in the best ofTecent shape at 
stand-off and Dawson has been 
feeling the heat from Kyran 
Bracken, whose run of form at 


Saniffmg mnkftfi him the form 
scrum-half in Europe. “Matt is 
fufiy aware how well Eyran is 
playing, bid it would have been 
hard cm the team to impose a 
change at scrum-haffwithout re- 
alty having to/* said Wbodward. 
“It’s a position I have no prob- 
lem with, except for the fact that 
I ahvays have to tell one world- 
class player that he isn’t in the 
line-up.” 

Quite reasonably in the light 
of the Springbok triumph, 
Wbodward has kept his changes 
to a minimum; indeed, there is 
onty a single unenforced alter- 
ation, David Rees returning to 
the right wing in place of Tbny 
Underwood In the other obvi- 


ous area of choice, Nick Beal of 
Northampton continues as fall- 
back over end above Matt Pmy 
whose dub form with Bath has 
been of the curate's egg variety. 
“In some areas, we've got 
strength coming out of our 
ears," said Wbodward It is now 
up to Wilkinson to add goal-kick- 
ing to that list. 

ENGLAND fir Scotland, Hue Notions’ 
Championship, Trilckanham, Satur- 
day): N Beal {Northampton}: D Rees 
(Sale). J Wilkinson (Newcastle). J Gas- 
con (Bath). D log* (HvhaJm): M CM 
(Bath). M Dawson (Northampton): J 
Leonard (Harlequins), R Cocker!!!, D 
Garfortb, M Johnson Ml Leicester), T 
Rodber (Northampton). L DallagBo 
(Wasps. Capt). R Mil (Saracens). N 
Back (Leicester). Replacement*: K 
Brack an (Saracens), P Grayson 


TOMORROW 



(Northampton). M Parry (Bath). D 
Growcocfc (Saracens). G Rowncraa 
(Leicester). N McCarthy (Gloucester). 


Chris Wyatt, the 
Welsh lock, talks 
about life in 
the Dragons' 
engine room 


Quinnell 
provides 
some joy 
for Henry 

by Chris HEWETT 

SOME YOU win, some you 
lose, some you struggle to work 
out Graham Henry endured 
another complicated day an 
the Welsh selection front yes- 
terday, rejoicing in Craig Quin- 
nell’s return to fall fitness while 
lamenting the withdrawal of the 
equally physical Jonathan 
Humphreys from his side to 
ploy Ireland at Wembley on 
Saturday. As for the tight head 
prop position... well, Henry is 
still waiting on that one. 

News of Quinnell ‘s recovery 
from knee trouble came as a re- 
lief to the national coach. The 
Richmond lock's bulk and ag- 
gression was missing against 
Scotland at Murrayficld 1 1 days 
ago. However Humphreys' back 
condition, which now requires 
surgery, balanced the feelgood 
factor with a splash of reality. 

Barry Williams, another 
Richmond forward and one of 
Martin Johnson's 199? Lions’, 
replaces Humphreys at hook- 
er. His loose head will be 
Swansea’s Darren Morris, but 
the identity of his right-hand 
prop is still open to question. 

David Young may yet recov- 
er from calf trouble in time, but 
Henry took the precaution of 
bracketing his name with Chris 
Anthony’s. 

The Irish selectors were 
also in tinkering mode yester- 
day. Jon Bell, who lasted less 
than a quarter of the opening 
Five Nations match with 
France, returns to the emerald 
midfield for Rob Henderson. 

There are changes in the 
back row, too, where Eric Miller 
switches from blind-side flank 
to replace Victor Costello at 
No 8, while Dion O’Cuinnea- 
gain is joined on the flank by the 
Ulsterman Andy Ward. 

WAIFS (• Ireland. Han Hatton’ dun. 
plneriil p, Hto nti la s Stawtoi) : S U n-wrii 
(Sale); M Robloun (Swansea). M toriar 
(Swansea). S Gliln (Swansea). D Jams (Ron- 
Eyprtdd): N Jenkku (ftmtyixldd). R H ci iw k, 
(CaidUr); D Morris (Swansea). B IMIIBans 
(Richmond). D Yount (Cardin) or C Antho- 
ay (Swansea). C Outiia) l(R)c>MTxyul).CII>>- 
att (Llaneiuj. C Owens (Swansea). M 
IMIana (Pontypridd). S OtilaaeB (UanelB). 
Replacement*! K Main (Pontypridd). L 
Darias (Cardiff). D U e me P yn (Ebbw V6le). 
G Lenta (Pontypridd). Mlfoyle (Liar**). G 
Jenkins (Swansea). I Gough | Pontypridd) . A 
Leads (Cardiff). Young or Anthony. 
IRELAND: C 0*Stoa (London tafedi); J Bishop 
(London MsM. K NagBjBath). J BaE (Ouv 
Ramon). O Dempsey (feroxee CcMege). D 
(Dun ga nnon). CMc Sdnau (Sc 
ngMrfweO. 

I (Saracens). 
capQ.JDauktaan (poms). 


i (Dungannon), R I 


^SKLS: 

r GasceOo (St 
(Shannon). J Rez- 
jtfrie (Newcastle). 


Hill undone by false optimism 


MoriQGQes 


IT DID not need a Stephen 
Hawking to work out that 
Richard Hill’s tenure at 

1 Gloucester had become tenu- 
ous. The home defeat against 
Harlequins just accelerated 
the inevitable. 

The board had met last 
Thursday and had already de- 
cided that Hill had to go - 
thereafter it was only a matter 
of time. And, after speaking to 
the dub's owner Tom Walkin- 
shaw, who was abroad on a ski- 
ing holiday, the Gloucester 
chairman, David Fbyle, called 
Hill in on Monday to inform him 
of the decision. 

Walkin g; haw went off piste 
and flew in to Stave rton airport 
to the north of Gloucester yes- 
terday morning and at 9.30am 
addressed the whole of the 
playing and administrative 
s taffs in person. According to 
one insider there was a collec- 
tive sadness at Hill's departure, 

^ even though the rumour mills 

» had been churning for weeks 
' there was still an element of 
surprise. 

When Hill took over the rems 

in October 1995 his task was 
straightforward, avoid relega- 
tion and keep Gloucester fa the 
First Division. The former Eng- 
land and Bath scrum-half 
' achieved that target by the 
narrowest of margins, the dub 
finishing eighth out of 10 that 
season. There was no big 

spending budget so the foUow- 
ingyear (1996-1997) could be re- 
garded as possibly Hill s best 


Coach made fall guy as investment 
fail to pay off. By David Llewellyn 


since, with a limited amount to 
spend on players, he contrived 
to move the club up to seventh 
place out of 12 and they 
equalled their Cup run of the 
previous year as well, reaching 
the semi-finalsL As happened in 
Hill's first season when they 
met Bath in the last four; they 
lost - this time to Leicester - 
the eventual winners. 

At the end of that season H31 
had a big clear-out. Players 
whose better days were well 
behind them were gently 

helped out By tins time TOalkm- 
shaw had bought into the dub, 
paying an estimated £2J>m for 

a 73 per cent share in April 1997, 


and so suddenly that H31 had 
what was regarded as the miss- 
ing piece in the jigsaw, cash 
with which to buy players. 

Hfll is a canny m an and he 
spent wisely and well In came 
some remarkably good over- 
seas players - Philippe Saint- 
Andri, Terry Fanolua and 
Richard Tombs - as well as 
other astute domestic buys. 

- Sadly, it made no difference. 
At the end of that season, hav- 
ing been dismissed in the fifth 
round of the Cup, they failed to 
improve on their position in the 
Premiership, once more fin- 
ishing seventh om erf 12. There- 
in lay one of the factors behind 



Hill: Spent wisely but recent results have been poor 


the decision to terminate his 
contract 

At the start of this season 
HiD had told Walkmshaw to 
expect the dub to finish in 
fourth p l ac e , the reality finds 
them ninth out of 14 with only 
an outside chance of reaching 
half-way. 

Another of Hill's big 
headaches throughout his 
three and a bit years in charge 
was Gloucester’s chronic 
homesickness. They just could 
not win enough matches away 
from Kngshotm to make a sig- 
nificant im pact in his time in 
charge HiD watched the Cher- 
ry and Whites lose 30 league 
matches in 38 trips away, win- 
ning seven and drawing one. It 
was not good enough. 

Walkinshaw, though, did not 
incline to the view that the 
away fom was the chief factor 
HO said: “Everyone has talked 
about the away games but it 
was onlya matter of time before 
we slipped up at KIngsholm 
because we were struggling to 
hold on in the home games as 
welL” It remains to be seen 
whether his successor; Saint- 
Andrd, can improve matters. 

Where Hill, who is involved 
with the England A squad, goes 
from here is unclean 

Before joining Gloucester 
he was heavily involved with 
Bath, both as player and official, 
and it could be that Glouces- 
ter's fierce Wfest Country rivals 
could find a place for him on 
their coaching staff. 
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Healey apologises for stamping 



If you wont o mortgage that helps you plan for the future, call 
NatWest right away. We can give you a quote in five minutes 
and a provisional decision just ten minutes later. 


Call 0800 400 999 


You'll find us on the Internet on: www.notwest.co.ulc 
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AUSTIN HEALEY- the 
serum-half issued a tukome 

lied Dunbar 

against London Irish last week- 
end when his 

Kevin Putt suffered JHJjry 

requiring stitebes. writes David 

Llewellyn. , . thfiL 

Healev was cited by th 
Exiles, Ldcester have farmed 
him for 21 days and ** 
player faces the 
extension to that ban 
Rugby Football Vmon decide 

that the dub punishment - 
insufficient. 


As it is be will miss Eng- 
land's two openingFive Nations 
«, 0 tnhf>s aeainst Scotland and 


Ireland ana i => * w - 

Bitter Cup quarter-final tie at 

Richmond next week. 

Healey said yesterday: 
“Rirther to the hearing of the 
Leicester disciplinary com- 

^tteelwouldliketoexpi^ 

rny deep regret at the incident 
fSto state that there was 
no malice or intent in nty ac- 
tions and 1 certainly did not 
wish to cause Kfcnn any: 

The moment I realised what 
had happened I apologised to 
Kevin immediately- 


“The TV evidence shows the 
incident in a bad fight and does 
not portray what I truly believe 
to be an accident. I accept the 
findings of the Leicester com- 
mittee and whilst it is very &s- 
appofating to be excluded from 
key Leicester and England 
games, I appreciate thatl could 
perhaps have taken a better 
option in the moments imme- 
diately prior to the incident 
1 deeply regret the inci- 
dent, but would like to say that 
I would never intentionally 
stand on anybody's face.” 

The Newcastle takeover 
eg gw has a farther twist 


with the news that David 
Campbell, the former Falcons 
director; las tabled a bid for Sir 
John Hall's 76 per cent share- 
holding, on behalf of a consor- 
tium of Tyneside businessmen. 
The Shareholders’ Association, 
who have the remaining 24 per 
cent now have 30 days in which 
to match Campbell's bid, but 
that may be cut to 1 March. 

That is the dab* the New- 
castle directors Freddie Shep- 
herdandDouj^Hall.sonofSir 
John, are believed to have toid 
the Association that fteywill end 
their funding erf the dub unless 
a new deal has been signed. 


YOUR HOME B AT RSK IF YOU 00 NOT KEEP UP BERWMEMTC ON A MORTGAGE OR OIWEB LOAN SECURED ON IT. 
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Figuring out 
winners the 
Whitley way 

Punters are turning to a Yorkshire-based computer 
analyst in the quest for winners. By Greg Wood 


THE THICK, smartly-bound 
.book which dropped through 
several hundred letterboxes 
last week is not - if you will ex- 
cuse the pun - the most obvi- 
ously racey of reads. Computer 
Racing Farm. an annual pro- 
duction by the organisation Rac- 
ing Research, is an analysis of 
the 1998 Flat season, crunched 
into 467 pages of closely-printed 
names and numbers. Michael 
Crichton it is not 

To its devotees, however; the 
annual, and in particular the 
daily ratings and racecards pro- 
duced by John Whitley, Racing 
Research’s founder, are as es- 
sential a part of the process of 
betting as a pei and a blank slip. 
Whitley, a mathematics gradu- 
ate. was an employee of Time- 
Jbrm for nine years, until he left 
in 1983 to develop his own ideas 
about handicapping and speed 
figures with the help of some se- 
rious computing power in Brig- 
house. Whst Yorkshire. 

Many punters believe that 
finding winners is an art rather 
than a science, a matter of in- 
stinct and emotion rather than 
cold analysis. Whitley begs to 
differ "Our methods are entirely 
objective." he says. “We have a 
database which is basically all 


British horseraring results, and 
programmes operate on top of 
this database, which in the case 
of jumpers goes back to 1993, to 
produce collateral form ratings 
as rapidly as possible. Wfe do a 
complete re-handicap every 
day usually overnight because 
the programmes tike several 
hours to run, even on modem 
computers.” 

For those who str uggl e to set 
their video, a rough translation 
goes like this. Each day, Whit- 

R1CHARD EDMONDSON 
Nap: Astrac IHo 
(Musselburgh 4.20) 

NB: Salmon Breeze 
(Folkestone 3.00) 


ley feeds the results of every 
race in Britain into his com- 
puter. The machine then looks 
at what it already knows about 
the horses concerned, and all 
those that have raced against 
them since 1993, in the light of 
this new form. It then decides 
how relevant the information is 
- recent form, clearly, being 
more important than old - and 
reassesses its opinion of every 
horse in t raining accordingly. 
The same process would take 


Three horses killed 


THREE HORSES were killed at 
Sedgefield yesterday after a 
pile-up involving nine of the 15 
runners in the -L30, a novices’ 
chase. Problems began at the 
first fence when Joss Bay fell, 
bringing down Skane River and 
Sfiema Creek. All three then ran 
loose in the opposite direction 
round the course until they 
collided with the rest of the field 
at the second last fence. An- 
other six horses were brought 
down. Royal Scimitar was killed 
together with Floss The Boss 
and Skane Riven 


John Maxse, the Jockey 
Club public relations officer 
said it was: “an horrific and 
freak accident,” adding: “no 
issue has a higher priority with 
the Jockey Club than the safe- 
ty of horse and rider and if 
there are lessons to be learned 
from this accident, we wfil take 
them on board straight away.” 
■ There will be a 7.30am in- 
spection at Musselburgh today 
because of an expected heavy 
frost overnight. 

Hunter chase pointers wOl 
appear tomorrow 


RESULTS 


LEICESTER 

Gong' Chases Good to Soft (Good r 
ptacesi HunSes - Soft (Heavy patches) 
2.20 Cm 4f TOyds handcap chase) 

1. REAGAN ESOUE 


2. Ketty Mac 


R Farrant 9-2 

,W Marston 9-2 


i. n-2 


3. Daddy Dancer 0 McPtall 12-1 

Also ran: 3-1 tav River Bay B-1 Seymow- 
svnft (40i). 9-1 Ctttadna XM Gorethsan. 
12-1 Brambteberry (5th). 33-1 Amencanval 
(60i). Cufane Late; Just Bruce: 50-1 Parras. 
12 ran. 2. •»>. *. 5 ta (Winner bay gefdmg 
by NiftfJsAy out of BbsooI. traned by P Mur- 
phy at Bristol tor Mrs John Spreknan) Tate: 
£540. £2W. £170. £360. DF: CTL5Q CSP 
C22S4 Tncasi: £20896 
2.50 (2m darning hunde) 

1 . BRAMBLES WAY A Maguire 7-2 

2. Prussia G Torre ey 100-30 taw 

3 Brancepetti Belle H Other 7-1 

Also ran: 9-2 Prerogative. 13-2 Break The 
Rules. 9-1 Ftauno Ro&n (40i). n-1 Spnm 
Op 20-1 Arutagctf. 33-1 Btenctfend (Kh). 
Manfcjtft Sprvwtayre (501). 100-1 Trust 
Gvwge 

12 ran. 27- 7. 7. B. «. (Winnor chestnut 
5*a. ng by Ckudune out of Streets Ahead. 
uoncB tow F Jordon at Leraranstra far Bvm- 
ogn.Tm BlooflstockL Tote: £440. £220 . 
£t30l £190 DF. £640 CSP CVUS 

320 12m 11 maxten chase) 

1. BOULEVARD BAY J A McCarthy 50- 1 

2 FUou du Bok» J Culloty 6-1 

3 Sweep Clean ,T J Murphy 12-1 

Atao ran: 65 tav toiaynflato (potted up), 
rtgh Gale 8-1 Merry Shot. 12-1 
£:vH? (4Ui). Rnrerode Strok 20-1 Errawiar* 
Mag; (50i). 33-1 Swan Sneer (6th). XXM 
Fever Pitch Golant Lord. Gate Got 

13 ran. U 3 9. 27 28 Winner bay geld 
• m is- Royal Fountain out at Gama, trained 
-v-d owned by- Mrs P Robeson at Newport 
P^jneJ) Tote: £6220. £10 TQ £280. £280 
C*F CJ3T80 CSF C30318 NR- Smart Guy 
3S0 iTm 71 TOvns harxt cap chase) 

1 . NOISY MINER R Johnson 2-1 tow 

2 . Dark Stranger _A P McCoy 9-4 

3. Oneanthraequarters .A Maguire 12-1 
Also ran: 9-J Wishing VWfiam (4fll). 16-1 
Cwtev Lad (Stti). 25-1 A N C Egress (6th). 
to-r SaSydougan 

7 ran. n 8 212, (iVnrrer boy getting 
Li hjmbjlAs out of Puny Lady, ttamed by 
C rtcbolson at Temple Gurtmg tor Mrs R J 
5hjm Tola: £250; £17U £1« L DF: £560. 
CSF £857 Tncast C3561 NR: Wy Boy 
J20- i2m Jyo hurdei 

1 C00OW000CAMMJERJtJchnaai6-l3iw 

2. Comlcha L Harvey 12-1 

3. Sadler's Secret A P McCoy 9-4 

Also ran: 20-1 Mss Pasadena (6!h), 33-1 
ELick WbaseL 50-1 Stopw a t c h. Toms Pres 
(40i). 66-1 Dancing Dervrsft, B Fuerte 
(Stti). »0CM Aheme 

10 ran. > 4 23, 13. JQ iW/merttaygald- 
•■'0 te’Etoo out of Brassy Nett, framed by 
Miss Wfljms at Hereford for C B 
Brock** TWO: £170; EtIQ CL9Q, CVO DF 
£d40 CSF: £851 
460 Cm hancicap hurdle) 

1. WELSH MOUNTAIN A S Smith 3-1 taw 

2 Province J Magee 100-30 

3 Ring of Vision A P McCoy 8-1 

Also ram 5-1 Far And Fancy (40i). 5-1 Ugh 
Lon (50i). n-2 Nessun Dora 2CM Grate 
British (6th) 

7 ran. V.\ 22. 26. X) (Winner toy ge<cf- 
" tv Welsh Captain out of Miss Nasto. 
'■timed by K Mo»to at Mellon Mowbray tor 
Mrs PAL Butlert Tola: ££70; CUCL £25Q 
TF L55Q CSF; CT2.X1. 

Ptacfipot C252SQ QuadpOt £66.70 
PIMM G: £4147 Pisco S: £1296 
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rA tflp prr , 


tl\ Ud. SaKtai 9 ICU rq 


SEDGEFIELD 
Gong: Good 

2 .00: 1 . MUTA8ARRF (S Mebtse) 20-T ; 2. 
Galindo tM; a Jaraab ft -i 15 raa 31 jt 
lavs Moris (4th), Lrdafane. 7, 6 (J Dodds. 
Alnwick) Tote: £4230; EBta £6tl E82Q DF: 
£52160. CSF: raB7Q Tncast: £234642. 
230: 1. TURNPOLE (ta A Dempsey) 4-5 
bv; 2. Menahaar 8-1: a Lottitan Com- 
mand or 40-1 15 ran. A hd (Ms M Reve- 
ley. Saltbum). lota: £230: £140. £2.m 
£1050. DF: £62a CSF: OTQ 
3.00: 1. CALOAMUS (A Dobbin) 3-i; 2. 
SaMKiVlctwy4-i;3. Kansma 7-1 15 ran. 
94 tav Joty Minster (401) 15. 2'lt. (Ms Mer- 
nta Jones. Lemboum). Tote: £370; CT50. 
£160 £260. DF: £8SQ CSF; £067. 

330 1. FATEHALKHAIR (C McCormack) 
5-1; 2 Country Orchid 15-2; 3 Once More 
For Luck 8-1 12 ran. 7-2 tav Papua. V-. 1’/<. 
(B Bteon. Consort, Co Dirham). Tbte: 
£540; C22a £260, £260 DF: CUBQ CSF: 
£4123 Tncast £27931 TWfecta: £34450 
4.00: 1. BALLESWHIDOEN (LWyer) 3-1 taw; 
2 Another Red 12-1; a Moes Pageant 9-2 
10 ran. >/., £1 (R Fahey Matai). Tbte: £330; 
Cl 70 £230 S2JKL DF: £2650 CSF: £3239 
Treasr £M308 

430: 1 . DISTANT HILLS (J Burke) 25-1 : 2. 
Heavy Hustler i*-i; 3. Mica Stan 5-2 lav. 
15 ran. 7. 26 (J Dodda. AhwidO IWk £2520: 
£31Q £270 CtfiQ OF; £17120 CSF: £3800 
5.00: 1. SIMPLE TONIC (R McGraOr) 4-6 
tav; 3 Barton Nic 8-1 : a Lambrtni Mar 20-1 
13 ran. 6 1 V. fT Easter by. Matton). Tbte: 
£170: CUQ £3X1 £570 DF: E64Q CSF: EBfiO 
Nft Mathemaocat 

Jackpot Nat won; £937155 earned forward 
to Wotvq Hampto n today 
Ptacepot £70370. Cuadpot £1840 
Place 6: £26282 Place 6: £3166. 


LI NG FI ELD 

Gotog: Standard 

310: 1. PACIFIC ALLIANCE (G Carter) 4-i; 
2. Legend Falla 5-2: a PartH Prtma 12-1 
10 ran. 7-4 fav kwee (40i) 5 IV.. (R Arm- 
strang). Tbte: £840: CibO. Euo. £200 DF- 
£5.70. CSF; £K53. NR: Cafldat Seventeen 
2A0: 1 . NAUTICAL WAFPUNG (N D3y) 2S-1 ; 
2. Homestead B-i ; 3. Without Friends W-t 

12 ran. 5-2 lav Critical AW. 2. 6 [B Johnson l 
Tbte: EKGO: E230 C34Q B4J0. DF: £13500 
CSF. CB7T2 Tncast £200934 

3.10: 1. VAN GURP (J Oram) 0-4 tav: 2. 
Ztdac fri; 3. Ertlon 5-1 11 ran. XL 3'A. (G 
L Moore) Tote: £310: £110 £370. £220 DF: 
CXJ90 CSF: £1860 

3.40: 1. BANK ON HIM {J Qum) n-2; 2 
7lMkryaa63-l t3v;3.TbRutahBene6-l 10 
ran. Sh-hd. sh-hd. (G L Moore) Tbta: 
£KL2Q; £360 £150 EUO DF: £1010 CSF: 
£2144. Trlcast £9632. 

4.10: 1. BOLD EFFORT (R Cochranel 
14-1 : a. Mukarrab 2-1 tav. X DoitoteO 201 
9 ran. 4, V* (K Curr*igtiam-Brm*n). Tbte: 
£1240: £270 CIXL £300 DF: C17BO CSF: 
£3881 Thcast: £45838 
440: 1. HURGILL DANCER (P Doe) H-2; 
2. Ruahed S-i; 3. Haydn Jamas n-4taw. 

13 ran. V/u hd. (R OSu*van) Tbte: £720; 
£200 £400 £160 DF. £10750 CSF: £13805 

Thcast £436.77. 

Ptaeapoc E3625Q Ouadpoc esto 
P lace 6: £18683 Place 5: £64* 


FIRST SHOW 
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a human with a pencil and 
paper years, probably decades. 

The end results are speed 
and form ratings for every run 
by every horse, which are then 
supplied to Whitley’s clients in 
the form of racecards, for a fee 
varying from £6 to £3 per meet- 
ing depending on the length of 
your subscription. Some of his 
clients have taken every race- 
card since Rarin g Research 
was founded 15 years ago. 

“We look at it as raw mater- 
ial for people who are already 
raring experts,” he says. “We 
don’t say there’s anything mag- 
ical about them. They are a 
starting point before tailing 
into account all the usual so- 
phistications which relate to 
any race." 

In other words, considera- 
tions such as distance, going 
and track must still be home in 
mind Noc this being rating are 
there any guarantees. There 
are, however many raring pro- 
fessionals - including book- 
makers - who always turn to 
Whitley’s ratings before they 
open the form book. At the 
five-day stage before the 
Hrpleprint Gold Cup at Chel- 
tenham in December; for in- 
stance, they found that 



Bookmakers 
bet ‘without 
Istabraq’ 


Northern Starlight (centre) was a big-price winner for John Whitley’s followers 


Northern Starlight, who was 
available at 20-1, had a much 
stronger chance according to 
Baring Research than any of 
the other entries, including his 
better-fended stablemate, 
Cyfor Malta. On the day North- 
ern Starlight won- Cyfor Malta 
was a non-runner- at 15-2. 

Last Saturday’s Tbte Gold 
Trophy also looked very differ- 
ent to Whitley’s subscribers. 
“According to our figures,” he 
says, “Decoupage should have 
been the favourite, and 


Tiutchev [foe actual and red-hot 
favourite! should not have been 
in foe first three in the betting.” 

Other subjects to come 
under foe cold santiny of Whit- 
toy’s computer analysis are the 
effects of foe draw and the rel- 
ative merits of jockeys. Kieren 
FkOon, for instance, was regu- 
larly rated among foe best in the 
country, long before he became 
the champion jockey. 

Whitley though, is never en- 
tirely happy with the numbers 
his computers give him. “My in- 


terest is in developing the 
mathematical ride of the sys- 
tems,” he says. “We add algo- 
rithms to the ones we already 
use, which improves foe so- 
phistication of what is already 
there.” Raring and betting will 
never be an easy way to make 
a living, but for those who can 
afford it, Whitley’s analysis at 
least ensures that they will 
walk into IbttersaHs with sev- 
eral thousand pounds-worth of 
silicon on their ride. 

Racing Research 01484730 979. 


Folkestone 


^.00 


HYPERION 

2.00 Running Man (nb) 

2-30 THE HILLS HAS MOVED (nap) 

3.00 Uontroe 

330 Below The Salt 


4.00 Thkeamemo 
430 Sprlngfarm Rath 

5.00 Llste Rouge 


GOING: Chase - Good to Soft; Hurdes - Soft 

■ Fight-hand wxkdstins course wMi a ruvin of one fwtong. 

■ Carase B 6m W of town off A20. Wfesaanhanger station (service from London, Char- 
ing Crow) azotes corse. ADMISSION: CU> & tattereals £X7. F^crtc Parts £4 par car 
plus £4 per occupant Acoompanfed wder-'Ba free CAR PARK: Free 

FIVE-YEAR STATISTICS 

■ LEADING TRAINERS: 4 Gifford 1367 (64%). D Qrtasefl 11-68 (87%). N Hender- 
son XT-28 05.7%). M Pipe 7-32 (219%). Mra D HaJne 8-22 (273%). R Rowe 6-63 (95%). 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: N WBrem 0-55 (236%). M A FfagereM 11 -55 (20%L A P 
McCoy 952 (173%). P HMe 960 (S%J H Dumwody 344 (U2%J. B Fenton 7-48 (146%). 

■ FAVOURITES: KI7-260 (412%) 

BUNKEHH7 FIRST TIME: Tfe Bon [visored 200) Drafting Invader (visored 230) Chard- 
en (visored 430) Sprtngtana BaBi (430) 


2.00 


BURMARSH NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) £2,900 added 
2m If 110yds Penalty VUue £2,854 

21 ARCTVFkNCV pq 0)) (COdCbsones) JGSnqflh-OtamCIl 9 WMvatan 

F14 HUfMMGI<AN(FR}(11)IUsCA¥taan)PR«ttte5ll9 JCttwr* 

00 BARAN FTSU (30) (FH Vtoknisj K Bui* 5 11 3 BMnn 

OOP-6 COASTGUARDS IBI0(Pt1)(DNBHnsn)BF^ra 6 11 3 M BMcMor (5) 

DOC RYAIfS (F78) (P J Ftoiti) M Ry*i 5 tl 3. JRyw 

tOP eMS(«)Dl»OBpOuartoqLMre6ii3 LAapel 

0 - SOHDiE LAD (F39B (Mtor Ptaca Partnaship) U Bateick 5 Ti 3 CUeeeOyn 

P JEAN PtBWEptgpDBunaflJJ Barks 6 113 HThortren 

PP MORE RJN (USA) (13) (M C ^rks) W Berts 6 T 3 NOcteds 

4 Rf£BMQU)(a9(Cfcnanl)MsAEJdraor»51l3 A P McCoy 

0- SLEPWH (364) (Mg Jcfri GrtaO D GrlssM 6 tl 3 JR Ki— M l 

0F2D TBJJON (3GQ (CcreeltocfigLto) JJ*MB511 3 JNARbOMMdV 


THE BOflBN STALKS (Uic Dace) LA Dace 9 11 3. 


. — DBltoOwsp) 


WfSCSALffiTr(F2S9PDar«f3) JRftxAan4t)7 BPtraM 

-MdadMd- 

STTINGtl-ll R unnin g Han. 7-2 Hhotafcoid, M Arcfc Fancy. tM Doc Ryoo'A 14-1 Wton.25-1 

More Fra, 33-1 odwte 

1998: te ainapo rfng medtog 

FORM GUIDE 

Arctic Fancy: Form of Phmtetan 7 tongtfw win over Ayeni looking suspect, with the 
subsequent defeat of ronnewjpi Pterfy to ftod but open to hyaowmant 
Riming Man: Form pick on 22 tangths Mussetoragh 2m nov win over aubaequent 
tmrmrEaGa but doap p otiUiy 22 tor^a« 4tf».lo Ttnxo In good company at Wto»- 
by (an non. good) since Looks the one to beat 

BaranttercWal-beaten hot favourite lor a Kemptonbunpar last February and taled 
off behind Al Gong on Doncaster fortes debut last month 
Coaatgumta Here: 'bled off two rwtoe hurSe starts before rfetart 60i to Breteche 
in saler over C&Q Uttle obvious ctance 

Doc Ryan’s: Moderate wtontog naddto efatanca h a rkfle app er on Fist FH from the 

At Weather and worth a check h She market 

EIvte: Shored a liUie afaftty in bumpers but teled off only hiffdtes start 

Geonfle Lad 25-1 when tided off r Taunton darner only hurdes start 

Jean Pierre: Prominent early; but talad off whan puled (3> 2 out behaid Gematone 

on Hwnngdon debut (3m non soft) 

Mora Fun: Formerly far Flat performer up to rrdt in France far Criquatte Head No 
sign of abBty m two futsas aterts 

Rnetabott wfantog mddfedlstance handcapper on FlaL Promising debut when 8 
lengths 4th to Gemsana at H i toftiadai (aw new. soft) but wB need above-average 
mpravament to figure here. Suited by soft oouxt on Iho Flat 
Stoipnir. 33-1 chance and beaten 60 lengths on debut in Uhgfleid bumper 
Tad torn Placed at up to tn4f on Hal and showed p ron to a when be a ten 4 lengths 
by Gtadteteur W at Ungfleid lest month but possUy feeing ttie effacta of hks hard 


3.30 


BILSINGTON HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS F) £2,250 
added 2m 4f 110yds Penalty Value £1,953 


03t-46 ME7*LBtA(103) (D) (G A fUbad) G tthbad 9 11 X). 
<S>ZM SOPME MAY (22) (Q CT (J Osnete) Derrt* Utres 8 n 9 
■64600 7H7WIL AJKTDC (33) (D) JTD JSjda^ 8 MricrS 71 9, 


.JUaaid 
._BPowel 
— CWhb 
PMda 


JRKavanagh 

JOA4 


running batoy behind Arctic Fancy at nuwpton. 

The Boraen StaOcer. Son of Borneo makng beteted debut 
Wherata Alberc Mkfctedbtance plater (to the FIbl Kurdtos debut 
VERDICT This ahotid be one-way traffic with RUNNING MAN at the head of af- 
fairs. H he Ives up to las Mu as atotagh proniaa bade on an easy surface The dan- 
ger may be Rhetobofd who showed promise at Huntingdon but has a tak way to 
go fa (uBbfy las Supreme Nonces Hurtte entry at Cheltenham 


2.30 


| NEWCHURCH MAIDEN HURDLE (CLASS E) £2,900 
added 2m 6f 110yds Penalty Value £3,057 



_P HoOey 

— PHMa 


1 TG94 CONCHOBOH(B5)(BQ13coBHBrthF ht in w ha|KMay7lt 8 k OTfamaun 

2 FO DASItolB WVAttgi (USA) P) (D L Wtatrej D Waara 0 fl fl BCMordV 

3 ECO WAfWOfl (The Spider Partnershp) D lAiray Snth a tl 8 PCdbahar 

4 5 HBMY CANDO («Q ILptands Boodmck) S Smood B 9 B Cl 

5 0- HBSSAHEAD ^2^ (U Bskhekr & 0 Btehta) II WMnson 7 11 8 

6 50P-13 JOHOTORSAfTTR 0*dplBtfiPbCtog)Rflud*r6ti8 

7 kJOKT REFLECTIONS (F21 2) (Mss JCoEui)Plikrthyew 8. 

8 650 LDffGSTOICLAD (13) [G FEriwantJ G Ed»rara7 Tl 6 

9 06 NEELY RaAXajflZJ) (BTS»w»V8n7«rr^ OShentoOdEW B JOsbonM 

V P-0 RAlATIAL1HEW(71)(Kius»Benfad4KearMxae)RQtta7Ti 8 J Larch 

Tl 00 SHAHrtS) (Ffalsr Kaha^ D Nthdscn 6 W B .RTtanten 

12 003 SMOKEY ROBOT (n)(Cckbabou'Raang] Ms SErMords 611 B UrNMily(7) 

t3 P-4521 TTEWlHASUOVB)(13)^RCCahBrwaod)PHdtsBl18 -RDunwoody 

M OW VSBMHJTOWpty £FHW»rrefK Bute 5 71 S BFarton 

V 06 SRAKSCOIBE (S3) (ABtetecr Cvpre Lafi Wra P DJflted 6 Tl 3. 

S Pi SO MV5t DIAMOND (37) (WEGa^JQffad 6 113 

-16dadarad- 

BETTillG: 53 The H9 Has Moved, 7-2 Condatooc 4-1 Mealy Rebated, 5-1 Johraton's Ail. 12-1 
Stab, Kanry Canto, 16-1 Lragstone Lad, 20-1 SraAey Robot, Rtnr Dfsnood, 25-1 otfiare 

FORM GUIDE 

CoBchobor: Dual bumpar wbnar. warm fawxrte but (raped poortywhan 36 langlhs 

4th to True Maefcto on Worcester hratSes debut (2m heavy). Probably capable of 

better but stable out of term end 6 weeks without a wtans 

Dashing bander: Ex-potaac WeB beaten to bad Herafanl dakwte on Monday 

Ecu VltanfOR Be My NMkra gefcfag, mektog racecourm debut 

Henry Candw IbrKterly handed when 36 tengttB 50i to M0ak on hudes debut at 

Ludlow (2m5L soft) From a good tamiy and open to improvement 

HaAtoaheact Lterkel rtofter whan » lengths 7» of S to Lug©sy on Mfercaatertarx»r 

detxit far Graham McCourt n Sept Rial run far new yeid 

Jofmaton’a Art Lived m fa b mip e - p io ma e when ^aytog on Si lengths a-d to Ma»- 

ter Plgrim at Fontwel (Jrn21 nov, soft) on hunSea debut Should be siiied by thio 

e«ia 4f and Bgely to play te a ring rote 

Ughi Beflecaonrc Son ol R a inbow Oueat maktog twgee dabut Ltole dgn of abt- 
iiy on Flat 

Longnone Lad: Promse of better to come wtnn 23 tengois 3rd of 12 to asm Cb»- 
tie on outoi preps debut (3m now, good to aoftl fata w to u tang layoff 
Nicely Rataad: Brother u smart Berude Not Tb tffeak In marvaL but prantae of 
better Bangs when 18 lengths 50i of XS to Lad Nsele on Iurh debut at Stratford 
(Zm6f raw. good) Shoda not be tar awr 

Pabdtal VtoK Ex-potot-B-pototer. Not a s g aced h Hunttodon bumper in Dec and 
worth a check in the mortat 

Shah: 50-1 chancB when 43 lengths 1201 of 17 to Al Gong on Doncaster hurcSss 
rtetait pnvu nov. good) Uttte otwfaus chence 

Smokay Robot Looked snort of pare when ploddrg on 10 be 3« lengths 3rd to Ar- 

deni Ofaer at LmgfiBld (2m7 1 raw, horary) and makes Rtte apeat 

The MR Has Monad: Point-to-point srperience bef or e settee of good burner M- 

farta. taetaSng Ibwcester win over LMyre. Sue to be wbI atooated 

ItanB BUdor: No s^i of abBty In bunpara or aver fud« 

Branreombe: Buckskin nrere making huifes debut ttnt Of abCtv to buipars 
Rhrar Dtamond: Winrang potot-to-pototor. Promtoert araty but taled off from 80i whan 

ctstam 8tti of 12 to Skpcart on Fontwel hudes dabut OneL soft) 

VERDICE This longer shoUti brtog out the best to Johnaton'a Art and Nice- 

ty Ratered, txrf THE HILL HAS MOVED appeals as the most Maly wtonec He Is 
(rtx*y not to coma here wtth a double utder his belt, and with the benefit of pafc* 
to-pamr expartence n hetand has better aadenUB San moat taxdee nereomora 
Concfiobor. who has a tar raputaaoa looks the pick of the r ameindec 


(KF36 BBJCM THE SAU (t9) (J L (Xntop) J Bnbp 6 n 6 

» 40k SUFR3E TROGLODYTE ^8) (The fiog^ C Itortcck 7 11 0 _ 

-50201 LLUM0MTE (12) (J S Court) D OBrtan 6 9 0 

4-U655 EXACT (FR) (2f) (pxd Farm itedngl D Nchabm 7 D 12 Mr H Hrcfeey (T) 6 

30004 CHEF PREDATOR (12) (No Wh No Feed Syndotel D Wtams 5 S 9.__A P McCoy V 

025304 H* IBNDBt (ffl) (1^ |G F Eorenfe) Q Edwacb COB M A Ftegemld B 

POOH TORANGA (33) (QllMarPIsar Raring CULJMBrarbto(a(7D5 — R Sbattotaa (9 ^ 

l ywna SUMIB1 FLOWER (12) (BF) (Barry MM) lfcs2DsBtoi9D3 DGataghar 

503IP CONE OR BUSH (79) (tA^)(Ttieel**sashoMCkteJypewi 6X12 -GtaapteW 

0W9> HAffiYBHraZEpqOtaJdnGiBqOGraedBDI^. -BFartoo 

5 KMU TAKALfWLAJ(9a)(M»JCofaon)PMkphy5X)0 LAapal 

02000 StWWSEGUNRBL(B)(NPVigjr01*BMJraas9DO TJHurpby 

1P06Q GREENSK7E CHAT (20) (tuba Oacef LA Q kv 9X10 OBUroreffl 

ROW WKfT77frNE(48)(MteRobertflMjnBberts7»0 
-17 • 
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AHw es^ rost rrra taktaap reVAta )M Atarax m SMptoe GumarW rob; GeansUr 
ctatNwrTJfiwtetab 

BETWG: 6-1 Tbpreo^ Itaftaa, 7-1 Mem The 5M. 8-1 Stprana Troglodyte, Cteaf Pnd>- 

toc SopUa Itay; litantoNA 10-1 Cotae On SBifi, 12-1 T» AltasL 14-1 Royal Arctic, End. Tta 
MtadK 20-1 atom 

FORM GUIDE 

Hteflaite:Daappotothgowrtances.RBafn8dtohur(lBswhen6thaf8toP^MKharte- 

maatUttu*tar(2 l Am, soft) in November and first rut store than 

ScpMe May: Bast with aoma give In the ground. 2B> tower than whan 2nd to Sor- 

blara over 2 Yre hens in December, but stable out at term 

Hoyl ArcMc Sponger In ihe martat wtwn tailed off at Kampfan(>aart1Uaat month. 

Soon oH the brida and 0wutfi wel handcapped a one 10 tea* atone 

Below Tlw Salt First dgn of farm when BY- length 3rd to SMpcerl at FoTCwel (ZYre. 

soft) last month. Ftat ran to a handcap and chance to week went 

Sopeme Tioglodyte: Novlca hurdtar, 2nd to Arllc Qrtxmd on reappearance in Ds- 

carnbet FaAed fa confirm that promise when taled off rear 2m5f next tfcne 

Uuntoate: Easy wtoner at Ltogfield (2m3t soft) 12 days ago. with CM* Prodatoc 

now 14b better kv« ta«(hs in 4W. More to do off an 8to higher mark 

Exact: Nonce hudec but has won over fences to R-ance. Drops bade to ek though 

hreiwwn signs of tempaaTBrn and has acqJredtantara 

Chief Pradrem Booking of McCoy bgrtfleant. thre^i going agahst hRi (has won 

twice on tot grouto) Wal herafcapped and cfcopped 6b since tera run 

The Mfaden Seim Ita beat tor Ikumon &«»wtoaway*omthere)HM/ian* 

cajpfld on dd tom aral probatily more aftoeflw bat* over tfw shorter trip 
Upwim- Couae Wtoner gw 2m1f (heavy) tel morah. 40i off a 7fa higher mark 
twre next fima and bade on wtor*ig marie. tfxxi£#i torm tooks modardB 
Sumawr Ftaww: Only setoig dess, ereme beat at 2m and weakerwd 2 out when 

6th [beaten 36 1 /. lengths) to Shoofle here [&n1t heavy) tea month 

Cum On EBah: MBkten hudta wtoner at Tbafaestee (&n5L soft) to Norembet Ran 

bactv hen (P/re, serft) next time aban ptled 14) betora the last 

Hrcdy Brerer Ncwire fudar, piled 141 ow« toons last tnw and tated df after 3 

out when Sth to Sated hero p/re, heavy) over tudn tea month 

WfcAltara|:FrstMgnofab0tyovBrhud96«»hen40ito'rTieBargBm*iMEwter 

BYxn pood) in Octcbet Hard to fancy after a tt-wede layoff 
sLartea Gumwi Msvita handwp hwdter; tated off 3 rurw this smso* Mxtog 
when of 8 to Whdpert* Cout (Come On ash 3rd) over an to November 

frgmaMe Chat Utekten hudar. IghOy raced last 3 seasons and mptored a9 n 
atats red taled oflhst of 6 in a setar hare (2Yre. heavy) last month 

Nfaftt TVna: No torn h nwtee hurttea Did not appear fa stay 2Y-m whai taied off 

twice here to Decwnbee Stable haw not had a wtawr far over « months 
VERDICT Merita* should be happier beck over tiwfes after a dsappotottog 
aptfl to chases and b 7to tower ttian whan second to Mm Ante teat season Her 

ta* of a recent outing B apintt her and fanytadfayimuit Chief Predator wdd 

be to w» a brtax dwnce if the grotnd dried out omrtgW. However, tl may sti be 
too soft tor hhi and SUPftaE TROGLODYTE, tatad oft teat thw aftar mektog a 
pmnw^ r^ppearreca at wareridc. b worth another chance ai a trappy event 


WITH ISTABRAQ odds-on, 
WDiam Hill have issued betting 
on the Champion Hurdle with- 
out the hot favourite. The firm 
make French HoIJy; second to 
Isfehraq at Leopardstdwn last 
month, their 3-1 fevourite. 
Happy Change, 20-1 with the 
Tote, is owner The Winning 
line’s main Champion Hurdle 
hope. The ex-Gennan Group 
Shree winner makes his jump- 
ing debut in the Kingwell Hur- 
dle at Win canton a week 
tomorrow. The main aim of foe 
same owners' Str etare z, aiso 
trained by Vfenetia Williams, is 
the Orromde Stakes at Chester 
in May He may not make his 
hurdling debut until the Cham- 
pion Hurdle, at the Cheltenham 
Festival next month. 

Meanwhile Hywel Davies, 
The Winning line syndicate’s 
manager; feels Saturday’s Mit- 
subishi Shogun Ascot Chase, al- 
though over a trip - two miles 
^nH three furlongs and 110 
yards - short of Tfeeton Mill's 
best, will be an ideal prep race 
for the Chel tenham Gold Cup. 

Davies said: “He has had all his 

races this season won after 
two and a half miles.” Teeton 
Mfll tackles Direct Route, who 
is being prepared for the two- 
mile Champion Chase. 

Nicky Henderson yesterday 
again angrily refuted rumours 

that all was not well with 
Katarina, his Triumph Hurdle 
hope. Katarino has headed foe 
betting on the four-year-old 
hurdlers’ championship for 
same time. Henderson said: 
•The horse worked this morn- 
ing and is fine. Last night, 1 


counted 26 calls about him, 
there is nothing wrong with the 
horse, ok?** 

The trainer Len Lungo has 
warned be may withdraw Santa 
Concerto from Saturday’s four 
mfle-one-furiong Eider Handi- 
cap Chase at Newcastle. He 
fears foe going may be unsuit- 
able and is considering switch- 
ing his Grid Cup entry to foe 
GreenaBs Chase atE^ydock the 
following Saturday. It means 
both horses at the head of the 
handicap may miss the race, as 
ffim Of Praise is also doabtftiL 


EIDER CHASE 



H 

L 

T 

Young Kanny 

5-1 

4-1 

31 

Santa Concerto 

9-2 

31 

n-a 

Patar 

7-1 

7-1 

7-1 

Him Of Praise 

31 

31 

31 

Rjfl Of Oats 

31 

31 

131 

Hoflytaeik Back 

9-1 

131 

131 

Naughty Future 

31 

131 

31 

Raked Oat* 

131 

131 

11-1 

Parahmdy 

12-1 

131 

11-1 

Jeflriea 

131 

131 

131 

Faeb tfta Gold 

131 

12-1 

131 

Ottawa 

231 

131 

231 

PanmraBoy 

131 

231 

231 

The Last Ring 

131 

231 

0-1 

Ibughlbst 

231 

14-1 

0-1 

FUmsy Troth 

231 

231 

231 

BaRyflita 

231 

331 

25-1 

Aly Delay 

231 

431 

331 

Simpson 

231 

331 

33-1 

Klbby Bank 

231 

1031 

68-1 


CHAMPION HURDLE WflBsra WT baiting 
without Istabraq: 3-1 French Hot* fl^ Hap- 
py Change. 9-1 wattoa Sarah. XS-1 Btowtog 
VAxtOatoStacLady Cnckefn»aDHwali 0-1 
Snot 14-1 SNt»ec.T1ttF)y 
1 Zatorabari. 25-1 afters. 


16-1 

WILLIAM HILL HANDICAP HURDLE 

9-1 tenant XM BtoduaL QtabeAnw; C-i 
BkJsdonM, M-i Polar Prospect Sesame Seed 
16-1 SuremeGanoih. 20-1 OuWt 22-1 Btoes 
Me Satar. 25-1 B Fredtfc. Malar RU 


(VYCHURCH NOVICE CHASE (CLASS D) £5,250 added 
2m 5f Penalty Value £4,143 

1 63501 HARDING (33) (C)(D)(SPTrahqSMafcrB It X) CWtob 

2 632421 nPARIUS (USA) (T9) (CD) (MiDMI BacktunjPRVStobarBn to JOsfaome 

9 iPi.TU SALMON BFEZEfTT) (CO) (Sa*nonPartortip)NHeKl»sonB 11 DMAHCgarald 

4 0221/ AT0URS(F481) (Tta Rraa Partners^ »a A MNarevvSnteiTl 11 4 Byroa (7) 

5 2-4F BANGOftBHSffiHTtaaapQsBftLIMsBIH PHo Hay 

6 2IP-PS BUBBLESGALa&pr)(EuredltanrRarindTDIfaca«iy8ii4 D Byres 

7 3-rara KBfTtSH BAfS) (22) (Ul Gonton pBfpw) N OflBftBe 7 H 4 CUtofatyn 

8 P2Q- lONGTS WWSrai (3M) |Q A Hiirad) G Hubbafl 6 ft 4 JTterat) 

9 -SOBS) IfOWTROEfll) (D) (M* IkrtiJndA RHo«o7 Tl 4 RDumroody 

t) YSPf* ROTN.RAWEN(20)|ADWBto)JGNad6T14 LAspM 

11 43353 TAKE MT SBK (3tq(Mte Robert MJ torts 7 ft 4 A P McCoy 

-Udadtead- 

BETTMG: 94 SMroan Braea, 74 Matoao, 5-1 10-1 Atoon. Uta My SMa, 12-1 KMMi 

Bard, ffipafas. Royal Raven, 15-1 King's Whiaprc 25-1 ottwra 

FORM GUIDE 

Hanllng: Useful staying (writer 3 Mesons aga Overcame eoriy irfatake far wtontog 
chare oabut hero last mo nt h (2m nov Heap, aoft) Open to improvamanf and shqtad 
be auttd by «tm Sf 

RipartoK Series of modartoa afforts befara ludey 9 lengths vrto rear Super 5aftron 
over couaa and dstancetatesL Safe jianpo; but tooks faity «el «qxsedt 
Saknon Breen* LMjcky nottofeJowip bnpraaaiva ’RMcestorchaae debut win when, 
dear test, traaaaad rider in rare mi by Danger Flym at FMterttem (toi novice chaaa) 
Normaly a quck lancer and scope taki^rreatitent 

Atours: Fbmter top-fl^x tartar far David Benorth. FW outing store serious tajny 
to 1996 and making chase debuL Market 0» best gude 
Bangor Errta Shored a Mile abMy ini tate^j at baBiwy In rare won by Joda Cross 
at Fontwel (3m2f nov *, soft) Up aganst ft 

Bubbles Gtoora: Left cSstant 3rd when Setoxn Breezo tel at 0w last a! Fakanham. 
SSm prospeda to this tewgher rare 

Kantteh Bard: Falng abort of wpectatana over fences and Wte improvement atwn 

dstant 3rd to Ever Bteaaad at Owpstow (an7t maldan. soft) bleat 

King’s Whiapen Son of Ktogs Rkta. Wtonra and placed twice in kwr bWi patot-to- 

potota From a flood chasing )wd and worth a check to die market 

Monkoa: FMng to Iva 143 to last seasons huda pram but promtatog ebaatog debut 

whan stayiig an 25 tangbts 2nd to Tresor Da Mai at Lmgfiefd (2m heavy) Bade over 

hunfas store but every chance hare 

Royal Raven: Ascot novice huRla winner to S96. Shodd Improve on chasing debut 
30 langOte 4ft to AndauapN at Wtocanton. but teaks 19 against it 
Take My Side Running consistently In modest company, but plenty to find on U- 
•SMI lengths 3rd to todan Rui at Ptompton pm5l heap ch. heavy) 

VERDICT! This rightly shorter trip shodd auS SALMON BRS2E. who was com- 
ing to the end of his tether when unsemtog tea rider attar shaking off a decent field 
over 3m at Fakanham Hto Jireptog b usuaSy sound and it should give hfcn toe edge 
over fta teas experienced Mantroe - Itay to benefit from 0w longer trip -and Herd- 
ing. who has the makings of a useful handcappet 


4.00 


THREE COUNTIES HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS E) 
£24)00 added 2m If 110yds Penalty Value £2^45 

SQ3TM SHOOK (1$ (CD) (Sean DMWS Doe 8 ft t! — Rtanaoody 

63-314 TAKEAMBIO (HQ (BF) (9»nmod Psrtnud^] Ctob) 0 Shcnnod 6 11 12 — J Oabonte 

223 H1AN IKPfTS (12) (ThaCCTittoreftrtoBrft^T Casey 711 1 .Wllaraton 

P/480- TUKANO(CAN)(«4q(ltaTMcCouteBy)JJar*tosaX)n M QrtRBte(5) 

•pen <WWa B B MSr(tefn»0*IDcBBn>9IWer7tllO CVM* 

4/122- R0059CK HUDSON (Fl 5) (MraM Lour) JR Potion 7 1>6 JLP McCoy 

2PB5-3 HOT Tf SAJJCY (139) (The FLiy Red Partnareti^)) J Ir* 7 D 2 RBataqi 

-Tdadarad- 

BETT1N& 53 Wteananxi, 3-1 Shoofle, 7-2 EdanHMgMa, 5-1 Roderick Hudaon. 7-1 Hot "n Saucy, 
8-1 Staptarts Rate, 33-1 Dikano 

FORM GUIDE 

Shoofle course and ttatance w mar from Tutrfl House fcflorang Ungfteld 2m wwn fare 

Ttokartyb Gift. Strug^g from new mark when IQ taigfts 4ft to Equity's Dating at 

LngMd last tree and 2b higher hare Best on heavy ground 

Tbkoamanio: Every rftance on X)lengftawto over Nordarak at Fonhref (2m2t) tom 

7b tomat but ran body at Ptaqpton Mast and aafd to haw wtod problem 

Edan Helgim: Has not retay projeaaed from 8 langth a debut 2nd to Maraey Beat 

at Wndspr. despita ptaringa at Ludow and Llngflald. Handcap debut 

TMcano: Bangor raxl Parft Wraiar to W9& SWatnad since 4« lengths 7ft to hrorta 

Ftottar at Wtocbor 18 montta ago 

Shepherds Root Wtoner from 6b tester at LJngflaid to [faoanbar, «96 but naming 
modaralBly over tongar ftp s l a tely Rahre to an irighttalpL but probMaly beat walchad 
far the moment 

Roderick Hudson: Soudiwel maxlan hurda wtoner In Jriy 1907. ftst hurdtes wit- 
tog for 18 months, but runrmg respectably on Al-Ytaafter and McCoy booted 
Hot Tl Saucy: Sfens of Improvement when 2 langdn 3rd to Man Jockey on Here- 
ford reappearance to October, but sttetaed snea. Best on souid surface 

VERDICT: It may be worth taking a chance on TAKEAMaM. who looked on 
thoipgrade at T ontwet. but was halted by 0w very danwndng u oraWonaMPfcrep- 
kn a» Is wel handtoapped on her best farm Shepherds Heat tala into the same 
category, but W capable of taking a hand in this moderate bre-up at hta bast 


4.30 


R. E. SASSOON MEMORIAL HUNTER CHASE (CLASS H) 
£1 ,400 added 3m 2f Penalty V&lue £1 ,075 

1 05012/ MRBNADBl(6SS)0XA6oddn{yon) NGasetea OC7 Mr J Trice-Roll* p) 

2 425/PS CHAW30i(P35 (D) [CoiRI WBbfrflwwn) JMfcsGl20..ColHWBbbBowanp) V 

3 CHARUOfS WELL (397) (T Cray) Gann 11 'SO JteHFehByB 

4 133P-F SHraAaurrprT) (Carl Foster) R Crosby 13 -HO Iflaa Ronajana MflaM 

5 IP3F1- SPRWG«RM RATH P91) (Tta a»mg9OW)GBwfaBB0._.J»rT GSnay (3) B 

6 2H2-5 TITUS AMXU96CUS 671} (BF)(1tesH tong) MssHtoring'QGO.lBsaHbwg (7) 

-•ttedmd- 

BEniNfe 11-8 maAndronkars.4-1 Mr InndK MSprfagton Raft, StaarAbOBA 5-1 Ctarnter*i 
DM, 25-1 Chanfan 

FORM GUIDE 

Ite Invader: Hsrodcap chase winner and first outing since May 1997. Slays wel (has 
won w 3'/vn) and partnered by an experienced amateur 
Chardan: hfcreer«haae winner to ««L but Wted off 3 out when distant 3ft to Ta- 
ping Along on reap pe a rance at Laikhfl (3m good to soft) last month. Visored first 
Wne and rider would not to the moat competent around 
Charmer's total: Ughtty raced handcap tender and first nn over fences since un- 
seating rider at 0w first to 3m Heap chase at Ascot In 1995. Rider one of this sea- 
sonfc toadng amatatas 

Sheer AbfBty: OraMree usafut ttoaser. Fat 3rd on reappearance at Aiqpton last month 
SIS capable of being placed in hunteKftases, but wfl need to find an easiar one 
ftan ftisto wki 

Springtarxn Radi: Ran to 4 Irish poW-lo^wints last reason and deari-haatad far 1st 
ptace wfft Hoofay SWnt n makteti at L annymo re (soft) in May. W1 find this a great 
date harder 

TMua Andronicurc Had a auocessM reason to potots test year, winning 7 bmee Bom 
9 outtngs. D taapp d M tog favourite whan only Eth to Aroric GhB on ha raappearanoe 
at 7weaaldown goad to soft) test montft but should come onfar the net 

VERDtCTi Although THUS ANDROWCUS w» soon struggftig after ho/fway on 
tta seasonal debut to a potot-to-pekn test month he e entitled to anothar chance 
a gainst tfta company Hawes moat impressive when beatng subsequent ta rt ar-ch ase 
wtoner Broad Sroane six lengths at Modngton ai March. 


c nn| LEVY BOARD INTERMEDIATE OPEN NH FLAT RACE (H) 
.1 £1,750 added 2m If 110yds Penalty Value £1,420 


BORMGGORMG(BcnngHaW)IAssAMNNrton-STih5ft4 -GBradtey 

32 K10CKTDNQLai(4tg (MraDALal/tte) RBuddBrBTM BPorefl 

3 DRCUXlRAN(il9(FJHacBBS}PRMtabsr6n4 1 Osborne 

LOTE ROUGE (USA) (Chwfton Bbodato* LU) R flhsr 6 11 4 A P McCoy 

STTXUOsugri)OSheraood5 7l4„ J A McCarthy 

02- DREAMNGTONROVS18979aHOradBy)JJartBB5t)d MAItaganM 

CASTLE HflL(7ho Unicom Parswdx^OOBran 4 X) 8 M Btatatar (5) 

etSn(QwaUCrinnori)TC3Sey4X)8 WMantrai 


5 M0LU/CARRS9B(fiA5T (W) (Ms J Cra-Ewm) W G M Traisr 4 X) 8 J Power p) 

NOAM (RH tort) R tort *X> 6 WPItek 

-TOdadarad- 

KTTBtQ: 11-6 tatredaraii, 11-4 Lteta Rouge. 4-1 3qBt,a.i Bneiitangtoa, 10.1 jansM. Drawn- 

tagtan Rosen, 2D-1 Costa HO, 33- 1 Noah, Boring Gortofl, 59-1 MaRycandireklM 

FORM GUIDE 

Bortag Goring: Unracad Aristocracy gakSng out tel a MMontatoa mare 
BrocMon Gle n: Place d both oultogs to bumpers Beaton 28 lengths whan 2nd to 

Abdrino at Tbwoestar pm, heavy) bM monft with MoaycfflrisbreldtBt ldtod off 5ft 

and woidd have to immva on that etfart 

Dremdoran: Easy u back tto-1 iron 6-1) when promising 3rd of 21 behind Devfs 
Advocate on h$ debut al Huntingdon (2m. soft] teat month. Junta Osborne takes 

over the tkne and wfl be hold to beat 

Usto Rouge; Umaced Red Rfinsom gta»»g out « a Going Straxftt mara Flat rare 

perigee and booking of far* McCoy looks agrifleant 

9tyx Ltoraced Over The Kvar gatetng out 01 a Brave tnvralor rrwa. 

^ ra * l "^ l ^^!^ < ”"^_ g9Cte ( 11 4 |ffi>ath3 " rt,en2n d I08i ^ >sw f LjBn,u8aftj ^* jrca * rAi 

Gang s Fawnhan (2m. good) to May and flra ran snea then 

?. l f ! Caringfaid Cftatte gMJng om ot an Upper Case mare • 

JenkE Utraced Patodd gektog out of a Avar Kteftt mrae 

31 or whan datant 5ft of a to AbaMno on her dMui 

Hoate Unrared Bare BWcaney gekfcig out rf an Anac K^ 

SSlSlS^l^ naV,US * Exportaw COOTOtoftere 

wmreftwhenfitedinChaitenhampraapeciDeiiftAdsocataLhaaaoreatdaM^ 
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Soldini turns 
the saviour 
in heavy seas 


GIOVANNI SOLDINI, the I talian 
who so narrowly escaped death 
when making a record attempt 
across the Atlantic last y ear , 
yesterday turned rescuer him- 
self; sailing 200 miles in heavy 
winds and seas to come to the 
aid of a fellow competitor in 
distress. 

It was the second time the 
top French solo yachtswoman 

Isabelle Autissier has had to be 
plucked from her upturned 
yacht, this time in the remote 
southern Pacific, between New 
Zealand and Cape Horn on the 
third leg of the Around Alone 
Race from Auckland to Punta 
del Este, Uruguay. 

In 1994 the Australian Navy 
came to Autissier’s aid when 
she was dismasted and sinking 
when leading the second leg of 
the same race from Cape Town 
to Sydney. Yesterday the pin- 
point accuracy of her position 
beacon enabled Soldini to find 
her in the dark. In what was de- 
scribed by the race organisers 
in Charleston, South Carolina, 
as “a masterfhl, heroic act of off- 
shore seamanship”, there was 
an immediate echo of the way 
in which Britain's Pete Goss 


By Stuart Alexander 

went back to take Frenchman 
Raphel DinelE off his upturned 
yacht over Christmas in the 1996 
single-handed Vendee Globe. 

Hie causes of Autissier’s lat- 
est problems were unclear last 
night Only a brief message had 
been received from Soldini, who 
had been using a 25-mile range 
radar to dose in on Autissier in 
the final stages, lhat confirmed 
that Autissier was safety aboard 
Soldini’s 60ft Ffla and continu- 
ing the race to the tip of South 
America still i£00 miles away. 
There ware no reports of any in- 
jury. It is believed that 
Autissier’s yacht, I > RB, in which 
she had been overall leader; 
had been abandoned. 

Earlier, when Autissier acti- 
vated her distress beacons, a 
brief message had been re- 
ceived saying that she had cap- 
sized. But it was not known 
whether she was rescued from 
her yacht orwas already in a fife 
raft 

Part of Autissier’s good for- 
tune was also that Soldini was 


dose enough and able to sail 
fast enough to make the rescue 
relatively quick 

The new overall leader Marc 
Thiereefin, said he was unable 
to turn bad: as mast problems 
would make sailing upwind dan- 
gerous. It leaves just Thierce£m 
and Soldini in Class X after 
Britain’s Josh Wall also retired 
ot this leg after being dismast- 
ed and the leg one winne? Mike 
Golding, never made toe start of 
leg three after naming aground 
less than 200 miles from the fin- 
ish of leg two in Auckland. 

As well as expressing hope 
that she would be safety res- 
cued. the remaining Briton in 
the race, Mike Garside in the 
Class II 50-footer Magellan 
Alpha, said he was glad his lead- 
ing trio, of win di he Kes second, 
was also dose together to help 
each other is time of trouble. 
Twice previously Around Alone 
competitors haro had to rescue 
each other on leg three, the 
En glishman Richard Broad- 
head picking up fee Frenchman 
Jacques de Roux in 1982-3 and 
South Africa’s Bertie Reed res- 
cuing his fellow countryman 
John Martin in 1990-91. 



Isabelle Autissier is wished well by the man who was to rescue ben Giovanni Soldini, before the third leg of the Around Alone Race AUsport 


i' •« 

A* 


HBO give Hamed chance to win back fans 


-;±* 


NASEEM HAMED is being 
— — „ backed to finally win over Amer- 

ican audiences after signing a 
six-fight deal with cable televi- 
, skm network Home Box Office. 

. “ HBO yesterday announced it 
<• has purchased the worldwide 

’ television rights for Hamed’s 

fights over the next two years, 
while Sky Bax Office wifi show 
the fights in this country. 

The first broadcast will be 
Hamed’s 12th defence of his 
World Boxing Organisation 
featherweight title against RjuI 


BOXING 


Ingle in Manchester on April 10. 

Hamed’s following two fights 
win be in the United States, the 
second in the summer and 
probably in LasVegas or New 
York and the third in November 
or December: 

It will provide an add test of 
Hamed’s popularity in the US 
following the cold reception to 
his points defeat of Northern 
Ireland’s Wayne McCullough in 
Atlantic City last October 


“When you add up all of his 
deals be win be the equivalent 
of any major sports figure in 
America,” said Kerry Davis, 
HBO*s director of programming 
The Ingle fight will be 
Hamed’s first since leaving 
promoter Frank Warren and 
trflbiPT-R rpnrkm Tngfe Hamed, 
94 . wt now bemg managed fry hty 
brother Riath, with Barry 
Hearn handling the Ingle fight 
Lou DiBefia, senior vice- 
president of HBO, claimed the 
deal wifi help stabilise Hamed’s 


career after a rocky patch. 
“Naseem’s primary financial 
arrangement for television wfll 
be handled by us,” he said. “Tb 
a large extent we have cut out 
the middle man. I think Naz has 
a lot of reasons to be very 
happy today.” 

The undefeated WRO rham- 
pion was equally delighted 
today with his new training 
regime under American Oscar 
Suarez. “Tm becoming a new 
fighter: Fm gonna be more 
compact, more skilful and an 


even st ronger and harder fight- 
er;” said Hamed. 

“Tve got a new trainer who’s 
shown me new stuff I've been 
doing the same stuff for 17 years 
and won 31 fights with it Now 
I'm training harder than ever" 
Tbe Hamed team see the 
Ingle bout as a stepping stone 
towards featherweight unifi- 
cation. “I want to beat the 
best” said Hamed. “I want to 

imity my w eigh t class Fight cm 

love the belts. We want them 
wrapped around us." 


Clarke enjoys “best win’ 


DARREN CLARKE reckons he 
was due a change of luck after 
a succession of personal prob- 
lems and last night his pa- 
tience was rewarded when he 
landed ‘the best win” of his ca- 
reer with a 5-1 defeat iff Steve 
Davis in the £370,000 Scottish 
Open at Aberdeen. 

“Hopefully this wiH be a step- 
ping stone to something better;” 
added the world No 87. Clarke 
proved an insurmountable ob- 
stacle to the out-aftouch the six- 
times world champion, Davis, 


SNOOKER 


and this victory will be a wel- 
come boast as he continues his 
recovery after a serious motor 
way accident in 1997. Hie 28- 
year-old qualifier suffered badty 
damaged nerve endings in his 
neck after a whed flew off a trail- 
er and struck his can 

“I could have an operation to 
try and correct the problem but 
I’ve been advised the success 
rate is only 60-40. If it goes 
wrong I might not walk again 


so I've decided not to bother,” 
he said 

Not even Davis' safety-first 
tactics could prevent a downfall 
that once again threatens his 
long run in the top 16. “It wasn’t 
a bad day at the office, it was 
worse than feat,” groaned the 
41-year-old provisional world 
number 15. « 

Davis made the highest 
break of the match - 55 in 
frame three -but missed many 
easy balls he would have potted 
wearing a blindfold at his peak. 


a 


Musselburgh f&s 


HYPERION 

1J50 Master Tern 220 Chamwood Jack 250 
Kierchem 320 Danbys Gorse 350 Flighty 
Leader 4.20 Astrac Trio 450 Regal Island 


INSPECTION: 7.30am 
GOING: Good to Firm (Good m places). 

| Right-hand oral cowsa with Sight tuma 

■ Course is 5m E of Ednbiagh on A1 Bub link from EcMxrcfi 

station 5m ADMISSION: CU> Eft Grandstand & Paddock Cl 
(QAPs and rawmptoywl M). Accompanied under-IBs tree. CAR 
PARK: Roe 

FIVE-YEAR STATISTICS 

M LEADING TRAINERS: M Ha mmo nd 22-TT8 (BB%). J H JoftTV- 
son 20-Tto 1172%), P Uontakf! 1M0 {TO*! C PariurSS8 («»). 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: A Dobbin ttrioa (TO*). P Carbeny 
t&*3 (3B3V, P Niven 13-71 (*3%). B Storey 12-139 

■ FAVOURITES: Tfi wins n 284 races (405*.). 

LONG DISTANCE RUNNERS: Z9«d (Z2D) & Charts Banker 
050) sent 350 mtes. 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Madman's Mtrage (150). WSBam Ot 
Orange 050). Batter Bythe Glass 


ANDERSON STRATHERN NOVICE 
HANDICAP CHASE (D) £5,250 added 2m 

33303 RDSSS. (15) (CD) P Morttth 6 D TJ C UcCanr* (3) 

20654 ZAHID (57) (D) K Bute BUS .RJofanm 

-303*5 ST0NE58Y (48) G M Moot 7 Y) 2 


3.20 


SWOP BWWBEE(B3)UHmwnd51)0 -BtMngB 

333CC- UPF0RRAN90MEPM) IbsAltatfMi f)f>0 JSuppto 

4330GF CHARNWOO JACK ffl) Mlxfirigr 600 JfrJ Crabby S) 

44-OP BUOFHHUM(10PMonbBi7»0. Sfartor 


603644 FALCONS FLAME (U) VlhaRacnBOO. 

»3P40 SLY® PEARL pB) JBad^eOO 

-9t 


rMTborapaaa 
...Jl McGrath 


i c n | TOM MCCONNELL MEMORIAL HURDLE 

I ifs, acc n\ ri nno added 4Y0 2m 


Ifimra might too. 7m» Am&ap mAjMl fihbySeaM 13b, Fv 
ransoms aa 13b. Ctorwood Jack, tob Ot Atom Sst 7b, Aabmb Ftoras SB 
flfcSher flaw# as 2b 

0ETTWG: 7-2 Rtrani, 4-1 ZMrid. M Stonsfay, 5-1 Weetfs Ftora, M 
Up Fw Rwane. Ctanweod Jack, 10-1 BKi>yBM.SSyBrPMri. *5-1 
Mb Of Rtam 

FORM VERDICT 

A race where wry tew can be rated on to produos their 'best ■ . 
present Zehldtas possUtaa whie fMetai’a Ftoma (though «■ 
wMessMtor 22 rafarpts) can fa 0ren a squsak It Ns mast »- 
carA ran csn be belerad. However. ROSSa. b the sold cat He 
b cwsMsto aJtad by oonddons, end w* find todbyh opposition 
fa lass bang then the company he has kepi of tela. 


I J.R. MCNNAIR HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS F) £4,000 added 3m 

1 -BIWI DANBYS GORSE (t3) (C) JUJeflaani 7 hto.TSkkbi (5) B 

2 53330 SALB4BEAat(15)(CO)UlX*xrar7T1 1 CUcComwekp) 

3 45B32 GA1£ FORCE (48) PBsurartBtlB. BGMtmft 

4 -3322 SANTA JET (2S) (D) (BF) G UMneB D9 J Caflagbrai 

5 QUMTOSAUflUS(331)fCD)DAtfaf)t>5 A Dobbin 

6 KP34 MAYBE OSRADY (6q (D) W Cwringhem V t)5. NSraRi 

7 -3U045 GSWAM LEGEND (4) (D) 0 LbibS t) 1 — ilr J Crorfey (5) 

S 6P3000 BROWNRATHKWG(8fl)CairtOt>0- RSuppfe 

-8 factored - 

Mmtun italic mo. Hue OanOcap eafgbC AsanMl King nr Rb 
BET1WG: 11-4 Santa JM, 3-1 BNera Beach, 4-1 DartqnQam,GetaForaa, 
10-1 Caeptosaraos, 12-1 Maybe VQmtf, Bra aa ra f h Wng. 20-1 German 
ugavl 

FORM VERDICT 

IheioplDwkiBiehandcaphakltoelisytowhBitoefaafaerfy- 
cafaatod handoen Denbye Goree, Salem Beach and Santa Jai 
al boast aold farm but in GALE FORCE (hey could face a rhaf 
who b noely se^d Ha ran aline raca at Catierick and. wfa the 
Beaumnt teem going so wel now; father impimement b a db- 
met posakdty 


4.20 


FIFE HUNT CLUB HUNTERS’ CHASE 
(CLASS H) £2500 added 3m 

1 ffi-H ASTRAC TOO (P10) (D] JBowto9127 — lira A tfaritan (7) 

2 hFO- COOLE ABBEY (321) (D) ItoC Mooe7 Q7JUrM Btadbume 

3 U2T1-4 JOTfT ACCOUNT (2«) TOFENeethanS-C 7 

MreFNaadhaag) 

4 a>5U2- ACROSS TIC CARD (Pg77) {DjCHanaaf It COJAAfartar 

5 TttZ-1 BETTetBYTtC GLASS (PIO) (D) SaaterOearan t>«0„ 

Mr C Steer B 

6 -50660 ROYAL PALM (13) VThorTpstr 712 D MrMTtnqaan 

7 WB- SATW tjOVSt (266) (D) (BF) MB S Dot 11 BO— faSSMn 

6 4CU06 TVBKABOUTTHAT (P24) (D) J Lfa V C 0 ibJIUr(7) 

9 TIPiP- UNOR^T^P) PVVton QBO »DMd(7) 

* 3F5-13 CRAIG BUHM (13) (D) N Bwrt ® tl B HrjEmt[7) 

-10 declared - 

BETTBfGe 34 AatmcTMo, 114 Coob Abbey. 7-2 Bafiw Bythe Qasa. 8-1 
Joint Account Sdki Lover, Craig Bun, 1 (FI Across The Cad, 56-1 othara 

FORM VERDICT 

COOLE ABBEY bfaadohaw a good kiua bat Mason and oouU 
we* be ■ be better fan some ot the agatog oppoMbon he meets 
today: Satin Uwor a the ctarger but he was beaten in both fas 
races unebr Mae last season and aMy »struggteag*Kt Coob 
Abbey 


000 


ivni mvwmi w - 

_ (CLASS D) £4,000 added 4Y0 2m 

1 ALBRIOITON (30) (CO) F LfaphyH 5 . _A May ** 

3P3 CURRJCULUS (15) U fcdvrter 0 12 C McCornadiCT 

P 0HT(13)M Ba raw, » «--■-» fJSE 

j, sss 

a 23 MASTEHTERN<51)JJ0NB«O12- -.R Mc&efl 1 

r OP SMtLEf (33) EWTuWOC 

e STACCATO (F12) D SraBi t ) 12 — -— 

9 STAGE WHISPBI (F2S6) M tfanmend VEtafay 

« TAAKJD (F128) U KamionflW 

It R TTS ACCOUNTANT (13) Ms KLurb DIE MbeSUwb 

* P BEAU VIENNA (F44) A 

e RAHLEZUOI D , AM0UR(Ftf9 DSmieiD7 P»rao 

VI fl STONE BECK (23) JMJBttWMP 07 ^ 

-14 factored- 

gn™& 7-4 Itesw fait 94 Atet^aoftMCuntafaa,1M Stone B«4, 

7-1 UK 12-1 Stoge WWsper, 50-1 «hm 

FORM VERDICT 

. t** y Hammond K* ^ 

k u —y- .Thp, Thp farmer, efeo a Trfanph hopflki. has >s conce de 


2.50 


DICK VETERINARY COLLEGE FYC 2002 
HANDICAP HURDLE (E) £4,000 2m 

-3823 UMON TOWN (166) WVThar^erai 511 DJbMThoopaon 

PS-112 DORANS WAY (2 ^ P)GM Moot BH 5 NHanrty[7) 

04FB BirOMAQICfl8)(QWRA*to71IO ADobbfa 

20R3-0 OOH AH CANTONA (88) M HsrrtnontJ 8 D O BHanfag 

13254 BERNARD SEVBi (13) Mbs L Russel 7 012 RJotmoo 

50050- AOARAMAfM(RBqfEnnWSai7D11 JSu«*> 

mPP NOmHTTPPftW) JBardByOOD AUagvfa 

5P4526 WERCtffli p5) (D) C Grart 8 D D_ RSuppfB 

(1-434 PLANNWGGWt{5«)lD)TlXn8«5— lbMft«faume(J) 

04300 PRDOVRUR (13)(D)Blbcaoga16D5 B9toray 

BOOPOO KA7TYMANN(4J (TQ B9k90n7D4 

, - 11 . 


3.50 


BEnwe iMOotans Why 9*UntonTbrat Kbtehan, 6-1 Bamart Swan, 
7-1 Bt O Magic, Pfaefag Qfai. 10-1 PtWdy Fib, 2S-1 otters 

FORM VERDICT 

An uaspsing tuchtoe mafatty edfarfataHaonandtorraasTtog 
from lengthy tayntfs. Bh O Uaglc t* tun wel tfa perhaps nrt 
wei enou^i to mMtar DORANS WAY. The Ufa terete to rate 
the odd enor but wB be BOTsd by contftons and can make tt ttise 
wins from tar attempts Ms season 


RAMBLING RIVER NOVICE HANDICAP 
HURDLE (CLASS D) £4500 added 3m 

B6-1P4 CHARLE BANKER (30) K Bute 7 11 D AMagfae 


A enl WEATHERBYS “STARS OF TOMORROW 
1 OPEN NH FLAT RACE (H) £2,000 2m 


4W5 PHANTOatHA2E(423 CPartEfSIf 8 Dl 

3C222 GOU3B»1HU»BBOlH41)H4fa»dto6flB.LOoeper(T) 

•03304 RJGHTY LEADS! (18) (D) L Lingo 7 It 1 RSuppta 

64-PTO SANDOY LAD (4) RSMeSDD A Dobbin 


493440 SHARDANTE (IS) J Jetbaon6D9_ XWyer 

002 D0MU!SDANCHipqM3ANto^ian5D5 — JSra^faV 

/FOF-P RmHtES7RADSk(l«6Mt«ranmd6D4 DBefaey 

(MJOOF WUIAM OF ORANGE p3) J Jefferson 7 D3 .T SUM p) B 

4D060 SHESALLt«ART(47)LUrgo6D0 WDowtngp) 

-lOdacfasd- 

mnmn might 10m. Two hanicap might She's A/ Heal Bm Ob. 
BETTOQ: 3-1 Dona's Danes; 4-1 Flgbty Laadar, W Charfle Bantot 
5-1 GoMenThunfarbol,7-1 Shenteata,>-1 WHan Of Orange, 10-1 Phan- 
tora fare, 20-1 othara 

FORM VERDICT 

TOta CHARLIE BANKER to prnre too Strang tor some very ImB- 
ed nvele Ha boasts two good eHora; tram bto last tfree end gvas 
fa strong imp ress ion ttiat One iribaiomd a sharp back Btathb 
coUd art Mm very wal Mend 


1 CU9tMACUSHWbth*fa5H4 Btfadng 

2 0 HAIKOMEtWW(4a)NHdwrheil4 — A Dobbin 

3 5 JANStS CHARLE (50) RMran5 II 4 — .CMcComaekn 

4 005 PLENTY COURAGE (IS) FSaaey 5 H 4 BStaray 

5 PRINCE SAtOROWTCH J U Jvfferstr 5 11 4 _TSUMm 

B 6 LABOCfiOJ) DMcfWt5 VO DJUoflaB 

7 3 BLUE MOON (42) (BF) C Horton 4 tl B R Johnson 

B CHARTERR0WU.ADtoen4«8. -.DPartar 

9 GREY BtPcCTATIONS Mttotr»nond4 BB _ a horracksp) 

«l GUtQKTALj VfaMrig<4 D8 AMbgfaa 

It OUMJTAK SURVIVOR TBhemgDn 4 «S LWyvr 

tt 2 REGAL ISLAND (2qNRchar(b 4 tIB .TKaggarp) 

BETTWa M Bba Moon. 74 Ragal Wand. 6-1 Plenty Coorege, Prtoce 
SandrtNlKh, 14-1 Gray Ejpactobora, QuaBtor Surfaoe 25-1 Orator Royto. 
33-1 others 

FORM VERDICT 

BLUE MOON ran rerty wel when fard n what looks a hot race 
over ihfc corase and dWarce on Na debut (uerner fa Lamb was 
bcupe lot QSflOO ganeas subsequently and second has hacked 
if) snee) and it would be a tog surprise 4 he wot net good eno^t 
today The na n coma ra towtaJi are Prince S ana u v ttJ i and Onto- 
kabSwehror. 


Wolverhampton 

HYPERION 

2.1 0 Port He«tow ^ ” an '^ h 3 :l^S 
3.40 Grassland^ 4.10 Louflhanlea 

Copper Shell 


2.40 


TULIP CLAIMING STAKES (CLASS F) 

£2,750 added 1m 6f 1 66yds 


GOING: Standard 

STALLS: T1&m6l- 7t 

DRAiV ADVAffTAGE; Low to rrvdcfa Des w 

■ Rbrasand. ^vVOWthampran station wl 

■ Course s N ol town i on ^ Q^p merntrars 

EMISSION: CtoO »: W^^pSTiBo » S3SBS 
ol Diamond dub). PARK: hea 

aown 38-304 nzs^t J Weaver » 

■ nWOURTTES: 478 jnjj” 8 r8C8S 
BUNKERED FIRST TIME: None 




MV UTTLE MAN (7a) o snw. > - ' - DaanMefafaan 

POLKA m CTW, Tn ? Viff IJ. A 0*«w l 

ROTOR MAI^Jf^i^g -Deb »«" “ 

FUE AND ROSY tWUODffl ^ 8 7 Nossotby^ « 

7 34 DUfORO (221 )8 R *^*"3 = 5 ... A Garth 5 

B 5J- MOSOUSW (IBS) J GossW M ' - JSprate 3 

1 ’iKK'SEr* " 

fad 25.1 Royal Measare. 33-1 

.ar-HfllP. I 



1 1-0R6 raWCE0A»BS6fl8)(P)0NBrBK896-JPSpaBe6r{S|3 

2 m-Si afAJ«£NO(iD(OW»fcsSWlDn594 RPrieaB 

3 43600 EWBORWOWPDJNUaTOifcnTStrTOMd— (fac2V 

4 WJZ22 gtfAMOUS (1 1) B Uarelyi fl B 10 RHavtaB 

5 /56-5S ALflaWS(8)AJUcresl)08_ NCaB»p)5 

e 55« MONACO GOLD (21) pF)OCosgwe7BB Jtt*ai4 

7 00006 LOfflJCHE (T2) N CSupmai 4 B 3 SWgfa«(7)7 

8 SKM RJLLHOON (11) W&sboure4 81 AGraftl 

-Bdedared- 

tfTTWG: 1M Karim. 3-1 Pthee Danzig, 4-1 Wsmoua, W Eaazto 
Ftofo, 8-1 Monaco Goto, 12-r Al faiakt a, 1W Rd Moon, 2S-1 Lobucha 

FORM VERDICT 

ManHano is We c<w pick on term end on rtflefa ratings, bul 
M trainer has stead he does not go so w«l on the toek ee 
hedtjesBtStxrthwel and wBssutficiBmty ireonvincedty hb 
ttmraa nuHrarnhBrelHsmonWtolhrafliBnhBaflfliliifnegtniA 
wtich has not nfaensfced Perhaps rt is arorth Hlurg fan on 
with MONACO GOLD, who shaped ■« a certain tufas wn- 
ner onto re ap pearance atfa a tongay absa nca He p oeatity 
foutdihe race comtag too soon when dsappcenng befwd 
Eaezio ftrto and hrfgnioua In a afiBer hare next tfena 

| STANLEY RACING HANDICAP 
(CLASS C) £10,000 added 7f 

*3*3 CLASSY CLEO (28) P Brans 4 IOC. JP6panew(3)6 

2 B-aTHREADWHJtEfM)PJKaifa69tt NCrtao(5)3 

3 -4S?C rTAUAN SYW’HONY (7) (CD) P cW» 5 9 7 -C Cogwi (7) 8 V 

4 52000- DIM CIS (130) BP8irg490 Gftdfaer(3)1 

5 2m-2 ADELPMflOY(2B) MCSwptl'WSBS. Sfflgtton(7)n 

B 643(H) RIPS80NGpi)(qDr J Sea | g» 4 B5 GfanJwrtS 

7 040-0 COOL8EC8ErfflKftifa48i _FNnra»a 

b 50468 SFTOFflOLD(7)(P) A8aky^80 _AUiCkay7 

o 4C044 G0«raSHAMRMK(B){qnPWB»7B0 

fbhntinnUl 

n -nnraw tEKAgTABLEfiB KS TO pQapran67g_ LCbranndl4 

„ n-c: WttRRY(2l)(C0)aHc*nsfa«iS7« Jitotana 

-11 dectarad- 

LMamrn^TmimTnalanileapeai^&imBYTmati. 

ogrTiNBiT-a faBrai Syiapbooyi M C-Hany. 11-* M 

GcdBjarfaSBi Park, H Thn««S»atlo,aoO( Gold 12-1 Cod 
gana. RadcubtaMa. 16-1 Dan OK. Pip* Song 


FORM VERDICT 

Claasy Cteo: AW winner at Lkigflaid and Southwet but out- 
paced 21 out when 3rd to Ftytog OWcer and Adelpbi Boy here 
(61) laa month. Tbugh task on sb vrarae letms with the 2nd 
Threadneedle: Has wan 4 tknes on We AW at Lto^eto. Betow 
tvs beat when Bth ot 11 here (tnl ’ftO lost month and 2to bet- 
tor in tor 7r length with Italan Symphony (6*1 
Itafian Symphony: Most ccnsblent on the AW. Has never wen 
OH « Ngh a marie as Wb. but 4|> lower Wan when V: IcngW 
2nd e meatman* Wefai fare (tnVJ) lest week 
Dim Ota: AW debut Acts on any pokig on tirl and only 3to 
fttfierlhan when wnwig al Kempton (6t hew^ In Aprl, but 
frs race shoe OctoberO 

AdalpN Boy: Has won 3 tmes over 5( on AW. Looked » H 
he wotid stay father faien 2nd to Flyng Otflcar fwe (6f) last 
month and to iSb better In with Cbssy deo pid] 

Pips Song: Won makfal over C4D in Apri and credtabia el- 
fartshh'caps skips. Ftat race shea August wh en ataw tyavay 
and soon beheld when 6th ot Where (Bfl thb mnh 
Cool Secret: Wbn daknar on AW detail at Soutfwml (6Q Ms 
month. Soon n rear and ati u g^ ig "hen Kth ot C behtod 
Atamsin at Lhgfaid (7f) on Safadsy 
GNt W Gold: Wmer on bat yet to show much on AW. FVst 
nm since October when outpaced vi rear untl riayeig on one 
pa» whan 6th ol B to BuofeSo at UngMd (71) ki Decomber 
Godmarahann Parte Successfii 4 times on AW tost yeas in. 
CfaSng over hlW here RonFftiwi* bo mouid ba staled ftr 
tTO drop back h trip Nfaifartog over tm 
RedettMatofa WU handkapped on old form 1hot«p has ncs 
won ^ara Last 2 rms ha* been over 61 but bettor effort over 
toi when 3rd to Matamania at Lhgfletd das month 
C-tfaTf. ttewonfifam here. 4 itmas war thb tfattnee. to 

(he toon atths moment kt oblmara. Wtn off 3 3b hghar marti 
herein m? and can make Ns faperiawo or this surface tel 
VERDICE Most of meee have sdl » win over ws rtstanco 
.and though C-HARRY B Bb tvghor than when recmtSng his 
fourth couse and dstance success h December he has l>e)d 
hb farm h deknora hare and at Southwel *ce that. Dim Ott 
appaab as a btety outsider 


FORM VERDICT 

DtSPOL CLAN, moa artraccvety waghted with Dro)an Ort on 
fat season's torn goes wel over fas C&D and sh owed her 
am d not far away again when nanowly beaten h a sfaer here 
bst week The biggest threa ctfad be GnastondflL sbo has 
c o ntinued cn the upgade since tendnoaiWng race touch on 

hb debut bsi year. 


Tm ml ULY SELLING STAKES (CLASS G) 
£2500 added 3YO 6f 


1 60504 L£GAL VENTURE (7) NUsnodcn64„...TGMdJtigMn7 

2 (JW05 LDUGHANLEA (5) D Mcbcfe 8 H • FNMMBB 

3 40056 ABSTRACT D1)JWMMnhtB 6 GBMdwNB 

4 DBJA GEORGIA A Bbby SB JLHacfcayl 

5 0536 DIAMOND ROUGE (t4) A Bate 8 6. RWkbton(^3 

6 00034 JUST FOR YOU JANE f^TJtfagwn 86 T%faa2B 

7 3350- MBDWaue5(T7aMDafa66 WtOtoMtA 

8 442038 RIDDLE (13) P Evara 3 6 J P Sponsor (3) 5 B 

-Bfacfaed- 

BETT1NG: 1 V4 Legal \fabn, 3-1 Jutt For Tbu Jna. 4*1 Looghaolaa, 
W Aboraa 7-1 Rktta.a-1 Ufady Btoas, w-1 Dtanond Roags, 20-1 
Delta Geon^ 

FORM VERDICT 

JUST FOR YOU JANE has had plenty of chances bath with 
and without bfirtare but ran wal enough in a (tamer on this 
a/faca a Southvral lost manh to suggest she ratans enough 
sbtty and enhusiasm 10 tm a we we ttfa Loughsniu s a 
threa on Me good effart behhd Baron de PSshon a Southed 


4.40 


3A0\ 


FREESIA HANDICAP (CLASS D) £5500 
added 3Y0 5f 


1 fiEM AA4DUKWMIIi0m9iG(27)(nMsJOaa9?.TWfara6 
Z «-« TROJAN GWL (14) ICO) H UKHdan 9 4_T fl Mctfap*! 4 
8 142 GfUSSLNCWan(D)(BRANeKmtt92_-Ja*ai1 

4 OH4 AVOtBM£GM.(to(D)COwyvBO NOManB2E 

5 noth Cbjic seal os) (□) j Baton s it. — J&famdsa 

8 KMJZ DGPOL CLAN (7) (CD) DIAroySnafi 8B — RWbam($5 

-Sdecfaed- 

BETTOa: 3-1 GnaOTntft, W Ttofa GW. 7-2 Ae-TbuknoaoHttlng, M 
Dbpol Oae, 10-1 CMc ShI, 14-T Avcnfab GH 


ROSE APPRENTICE HANDICAP (CLASS 
F) £3,000 added im 4f 

1 3Z3S0- OPBABUFFpO) (CO)QK*wRfBnO_PRedaridra(J)7 

2 C2S3 NOUKAIS (7) (Dj P&ans899 CCogan(^8 

3 -446TT WOWS STAR m (CO) M Bean 695 (Ba) .JtmMtCk2 

4 20600- AMMHANfliq D lAnsy StlBh 5 9 4 . «CMfal4 

5 -BIO COPPER SHQJ. (S) (D) (BF) MraLJe^l 5 S4 PpfaB 

6 06450- RWERJUNC710H («1)(C) B&rerlBBd PDoodB(3)1 

7 30W- MVSTB)UM(ta^(C)NUnnd9n57«^ J)Thomaa(5)5 

B (KKHI IMTUS (SQM Chapman 67to Sftfafai(3)3 

• Bdsctand- 

AMsun ireglr 7B 70b Due t»nicap iregrar NJatarajm TBBb Unas 

ran 

BETTINGS*- 4 Copper SbeB, 7^ Open BA 4-1 Nratort, M Mdtob Sfa 
W-i Andanaa, 15-1 Un*^ 2M Rtvr Juwdoc, 25-1 Hyafatom 

FORM VERDICT 

Preference bferCOPPER SHELL whoehaidftg h£ form wel 
deapto a Ibe in the harefiav and whose Southwel conoonr 
EMcTwpn MSB not dbgraced in detat on Mandqr. 


England A win 
against the odds 


ENGLAND A fought back to 
win an astonishing first match 
in the one-day series at the 
Queens Club after they bad 
appeared to be coming second 
for almost tbe entire contest 

A fine aD-round per for mance 
from Andrew Flintoff and a 
mature 70 from^ Vikram Solanki 
saw England home with one 
wicket and three balls to spare. 

For the first time on the 
tout; Michael Vaughan lost the 
toss and and saw Zimbabwe 
make a steady start on a splen- 
did batting pitch. 

An enterprising fourth-wictet 

partnership between Dirk 
Vfljoen (73) and Stuart Carlisle 
(80) produced 112 runs in 19 
overs, but the rest of the line-up 
provided little resistance with 
the exception of Craig Evans’ 
breezy 30 from 20 balls. 

In reply England lost wick- 
ets steadily and when Graeme 
Swann was run out after col- 
liding in midwicket with Solanki 
England were 156 for 6 with 13 
overs remaining. 

Solanki then took charge, 
putting on 66 in nine overs 
with Paul Franks before the 
latter was controversially run 
out after he gave the charge to 
a no-balL 

Thomas was bowled in the 
same over; and Solankfs in- 
nings ended in the next, so 
Dean Cosker came in to join 
Chris Read with 25 needed off 
19 balls and one wicket in hand 


CRICKET 


By Mark Hargreaves 

in Bulawayo 

Zimbabwe A 262 
England A 263-9 
England A win by one icicket 

Needing four off the last 
oven Read scrambled two leg- 
byes off the first balL then an- 
other off the next Then Cosker 
pushed the third ball towards 
mid-on. Hie the throw hit the 
umpire and the batsmen and 
England were home. 

Jontwfa* A ivofl row 

ZIMBABWE A 

C B WfeJUTi c Rcjd b I tonus . 16 

tT N Madorato < Windows 0 Ttonus 18 
*G I MMltjil ( iNkidovn b FVniott .2 3 
D P Viljorn c SoUiiki b Matty . . 7 3 

S V Cailtslc c jna 0 Middy .... 8(1 

C N Evans b Ftlntoll 30 

A M Bllfyuul run out 0 

AJ Macttjy t Itaigtun b Flllwoff .. 4 

M D Abrams tow b Mjdfly 1 

GBBtnKrvtow ... .7 

D J Prucccli not hh 0 

Extras (bl IM w3| B 

tout (49.* ouersl 2G2 

Fall: 1-40 3-41 M9 v-301 5-335 b-238 

7- 352 8-753 9-361 

B aw l in g Fianln S-O-45-O. Ttonvs«-0-4J.7 
Maddy 54-3: FViHOll H 4-1-30-3. Cosher 
10-0-51- 0. Swann 6-0-3441 

ENGLAND A 

D L Moody c iVhtaii b Bumuui . . .0 

M B Loye c Evons b MwK.iv 34 

A Ffinroll si Modundo b F>.sco k 57 
‘M P Yaufitun tow b WImioII .... 5 

MGN Windows run out 26 

V S ScrlmVi t Coons b WhiiioV 70 

O P Soojnn run out . . 8 

PJftonterunmit 3) 

S P Ttonvy b Wfatolt t 

tC M W RMd not out 14 

O A Cfnkrt nor out 8 

Extras |M *6 to3 "b4| 17 

Vttt|Twr 9, 493 M r>) 263 

Mb 14)3-61 3-71 4-1 14 VI 3b 6-156 ? 227 

8- 224 9-338 

Bsallaf Blioiuui 7-1-29-1. Mj-Kjy 
1DJ)-37-1. Wnlttoll 8 3-1-55-2. Brml 
B-D-30-D. Evans Wl-lWI, fVJtocv fl^W.8-1. 
VHtoen 5-0-36-0 

Umphw; C Coventry And K Kanjw. 


Pakistan rescued by 
determined Moin 


a BATTLING 70 by Moin Khan 
rescued Pakistan from a pitiful 
first-innings total yesterday 
after Javagal Srinath, the In- 
dian seamei; ripped through 
their top order on the first day 
of the opening match in the 
inaugural three-nation Asian 
Test championship. 

Pakistan were 26 for 6 after 
an hour of play but recovered 
to ntalrp 185 all OUL Inriia, in 
reply were 26 for l at the dose. 

After Wasim Akram, the Pak- 
istan captain, had won the toss 
and elected tobat, Srinath, in taa- 
dem with Ifenkatesh Prasad, re- 
moved the top six batsmen in 41 
balls. Srinath, who finished with 
5 for 46, his best performance 
against Pakistan, started the 


Pakistan 185 
India 2&-1 


collapse when he had S 
Afridi caught behind in tin 
over. 

Prasad dismissed l 
Anwar for a duck and 
hatuDah Wash, while S 
took the wickets of Ijaz Al 
Yousuf Youhanna, and , 
Mahmood in quick succe 

Moin and Salim Mali] 
staged the recovery add 
runs for the seventh 


after tea, before Moi 


then hit an aggressive 38 to give 

Pakistan a reasonable total 
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Football: United and Arsenal meetings have an underlying mood of aggression that often escalates into violence 

Belligerent night at Old Traf f ord L 

United 
baptism 


By guy HODGSON 

WHEN ALEX FERGUSON 
strayed into his private 
thoughts and "off the record” 
territory last month it was bo 

Arsenal he headed. “Belliger- 
ent’' was how he described last 
year’s Double winners, a twin- 
edged accusation if ever there 
was one. 

No team which contains the 
spiky talents of Roy Keane and 
Nicky Butt can be labelled 
supine so the Manchester Unit- 
ed manager was also wander- 
ing among pots and kettles. 
Winners are belligerent and 
both Ferguson's team and Ar- 
senal have their fair share of 
wbat are euphemistically called 
“winners”. 

Amid this smokescreen of 
accusation, Fterguson did put 
his finger on one fact When 
United meet Arsenal there is an 
underlying mood of aggression 
and frequently it escalates into 
violence. If tonight's Premier- 
ship meeting at Old TTafford in- 
cluded a sending- off no one 
would be surprised. 

The strange thing is the sup- 
porters of both clubs have re- 
served their utmost loathing for 
nearer targets, Liverpool and 
Tottenham. Meanwhile, the 
players and the managers have 
been t rainin g their sights on 
each other. 

The managers dearly are 
not bosom buddies, an atmos- 
phere that began when Arsene 
Wenger criticised Ferguson’s 
perennial moan about fixture 
congestion in his first season at 
Highbury, but the players go 
bade much Anther. 

The teams have a history of 
antipathy. You could return to 
the Sixties and examine the 
seething bfie that would erupt 
whenever Denis Law and Ian 
Ure laid eyes on each other 
(ironically they would later be- 
come team-mates at Old Traf- 
ford) but that is archeological 
There are more pertinent and 
recent relics of rancour 

Only Tony Adams remains 
from the Arsenal team which 
surrendered a 17-game un- 
beaten run at Old Trafford in 
January 1987, a game in which 
David Rocastle was sent off and 
six players were booked - and 
those were times when cau- 
tions were not showered like 
confetti by referees. 

The traditions have been 
taken up by their successors. In 
1988 there were reports of a 
scuffle in the Highbury tunnel 
in the aftermath of an explosive 
FA Cup tie lost 2-1 by United 
after Brian McCIair blazed a 
last-minute penalty into the 
North Bant 

Nigel Winterburn had an- 
gered the United players that 
night with over- the- top cele- 
brations and it probably was not 
a coincidence that the Arsenal 
full-back was to the fore at the 



Arsenal and United were involved in a 21 -man brawl in 1990 (above) and Peter Schmeichel (below) lies injured after Ian Wright’s two-footed tackle three years ago Empics 


most notorious of incidents in- 
volving the dubs in October 
1990. 

A 21-man brawl broke out 
during the Gunners' 1-0 win at 
Old Trafford (only Dadd Sea- 
man failed to get involved) and 
as a consequence Arsenal were 
deducted two points and Unit- 
ed one. Both dubs were also 
fined £50,000 by the Ebotbafl As- 
sociation and warned about 
their future conduct 

Matters simmered rather 
than flared - although Eric 
Cantona was sent off on one 
controversial evening at High- 
bury - until three years ago 
when lingering hostility be- 
came embodied in Peter 
Schmeichel and lan Wright A 
late tackle by the striker an- 
gered the Dane, who was later 
accused of making racist com- 
ments by Wright 

Later in the season Wright 
made a two-footed tackle which 
Ferguson called “a disgrace” 
and the FA arid the Professional 
Footballers’ Association be- 
came involved. Even now 


Schmeichel will not talk about 
either incident although 
friends have let it be known he 
was very upset about the 
racism allegations. 

Tensions heightened since 
last season when Arsenal beat 
United home and away en 
route to their first title since 
their point-penalised season 
of 199091 and were not soothed 
at Highbury in September 
when the latter produced their 
worst performance of the sea- 
son, going down 3-0. Not far the 
first time the visitors ended 
with only 10 men. Butt being 
sent off. 

Ibnighfs game is unlikely to 
be less aggressive because 
both dubs regard the other as 
the most likely to stop them 
winning the daampionship this 
season. “If you finish above 
Manchester United you will 
win the League," Tony Adams 
said last week, while Ferguson 
fears Arsenal if only because 
“they now know what it takes 
to win the title”. 

Ferguson’s comments to the 


Sunday Times last month, for 
which he has since apologised, 
will have thrown a match into 
the acetylene. “Til ten you what 
they do,” he said, “and I’ve 
spoken to other managers 
about this and they all agree. 
When Arsenal are not doing 
wen in a game they turn it into 
a battle to try to make the op- 
position lose concentration. 

"They do that all the time. 
The number of fights involving 
Arsenal is more than Wimble- 
don in their heyday” 

Ferguson said those com- 
ments were off the record al- 
though, pertinently; be did not 
deny making them, and in the 
unlikely event of Wenger need- 
ing to fire up his troops this 
evening then pinning the 
above to the dressing-room 
wall would be as good away as 
any. 

And if the game is won by a 
amtroversial goal this evening? 
Both managers will contact the 
FA and insist the game is re- 
played. And hell will start 
advertising skiing holidays. 



By Bill Pierce 

MARC OVERMARS last night 
backed the Nigerian Nwankwo 
Kanu to handle the pressure of 
n-iairing his Premiership debut 
against Arsenal's main title 
rivals Manchester United 
tonight. 

Qvermars and Kanu were 
the men involved in Arsenal’s 
controversial FA Cup fifth- 
round “winning’ goal” against 
Sheffield United an Saturday. 
Although both players have 
apologised for breaking the un- 
written law of sportsmanship in 
combining to score Arsenal’s 
second goal against the Blades, 
they can expect a rough 
reception from the Old Traflbrd 
crowd. 

“It will not be a problem," 
Overmars said. “Kanu and I 
both know we did not mean to 
do something wrong. It was 
purely a reflex reaction and it 
took about 20 seconds to realise 
what had happened.” 

Overmars believes Kanu, 
who looks set to replace the sus- 
pended Dennis Bergfcamp in 
possibly the most defining 
match of the title campaign so 
far , will be a handful for United 
- who include Jaap Stam, the 
Arsenal winger's Netherlands 
team-mate. “I played for two 
years in Holland with Kanu for 
Ajax and he is a big, big talent,” 
said Overmars. “People over 
here who perhaps do not know 
too much about him wfll soon 
see how good he is." 

Though Emmanuel Petit is 
suspended, the Arsenal man- 
ager; Arsfine Wbngeq has his 
ca ptain, Tony Adams, and full- 
back Lee Dixon back from the 
head injuries they sustained in 
Errand’s defeat against 
France last week, but Martin 
Keown is sffli out with hamstring 
trouble. Stephen Hughes looks 
set to deputise for Petit after 
Remi Garde damaged an ankl e 
in Saturday’s Cup tie. 

The Manchester United 
manages Alex Ferguson, has 
ruled Ryan Giggs out of bis 
plans even though he is near- 
ing fUfl recovery from his ham- 
string injury. Denis Irma is 
Ferguson's biggest concern. 
The Republic of Ireland full- 
back hasagrom injury so Philip 
Neville is standing by. Roy 
Keane and Paul Scholes have 
given United a boost as they re- 
turn to the squad after each 
serving a one-match ban. 

Meanwhile, United have 
signed 17-year-old Bojand 
Jordic on a four-year contract 
after the Swedish youngster 
was spotted playing for Rrara- 
ma-Pojakama, a lower-league 
side from the Stockholm area. 
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Dublin plays through pain 


DION DUBLIN win go through 
the pain barrier to try to put- 
Aston Villa’s Premiership title 
challenge back cm course, but his 
manages John Gregory may yet 
force the striker to have surgery 
which could keep him out of the 
game for several weeks. 

Dublin will ignore a trouble- 
some groin problem to lead 
Villa's attack in the absence of 
Stan Collymore against Leeds 
tonight 

Gregory admits that the per- 
formances of his £5.75m sign- 
ing from Coventry have been 
badly affected by the iqjury. He 
says that instant surgery would 
be the best option even though 
Dublin is wilting to delay going 
under the surgeon's knife until 
the end of the campaign. 

“Dion is not doing himself 
justice," Gregory said. “He's 
had rest and missed a couple of 
games but it hasn’t cured the 
problem. It is still there. 


BY TOMMY STANIFORTH 

“Ifs one of those injuries that 
he cannot do any more damage 
to than be lias done already He's 
having to play with the injury It 
is a bit uncomfortable and you 
can see his lack of movement 

“He should play tomorrow. 
We will strap him up. He’s des- 
perate to get on the pitch and 
is willing to try and get throu gh 
to the end of the season with- 
out having surgery. 

“But he is not doing himself 
justice and if it becomes too un- 
bearable and causes him too 
much embarrassment then we 
will have to make the decision 
for him to have surgery. 

“If he does have to have 
surgery he could be out for 
several weeks but it might turn 
out to be the best option for him 
even though we are a little 
restricted in who we can select 
at present" 


Paul Merson and Gareth 
Southgate will return for 
Gregory as they aim to bounce 
back from successive defeats at 
the hands of Newcastle and 
Blackburn. 

Southgate has been troubled 
byahip complaint which forced 
his withdrawal from the Eng- 
land squad to face France last 
week while Merson was ruled 
out of the same international 
with a back problem. 

Gregory said: “I don’t think 
there is too much wrong and in 
the last match against Black- 
burn we played well and 
created chances but paid for a 
couple of individual errors. 

“We need a win now to give 
usaMandabftmoresal£belie£ 
Two or three wins now and we 
are right back in the bunt 

‘‘We are not too despondent 
even though a few pundits who 
said w e we ren' t going to stay at 
the top have got a bit of a smug 


took on tiieir feces after our Last 
couple of results. 

“This is the first hiccup I've 
had in my 12 months in charge 
and rm disappointed to have 
slipped out of the top three but 
it is not as if we are mile adrift 
“We think we are going into 
the last part of the season still 
as serious title contenders." 

Gregory admitted: “It is- 
probably a good thing for us that 
we are going to be up against 
one of the inform sides because 
that will bring the best out of 
us". 

“In all honesty I couldn’t 
give a monkey’s what it looks 
like tomorrow night providing 
we get the three points to get 
back into the promotion race.” 
Gregory revealed that Colly- 
more wQl not return to Villa 
from his stress counselling for 
another 10 days and that makes 
it even more urgent for Dublin 
to be patched up. 


Phillips hopes 
to stand tall 


Morris backs Chelsea’s cause 


JODYMORRE3 expects a tough 
Premiership battle when 
Chelsea meet Blackburn at 
Stamford Bridge tonight. The 

mirifipliter han gstahtishe ri htm- 

self in Gianluca ViallTs squad 
and is looking forward to pitting 
his wits against' Brian Kidd’s 
resurgent team. 

Chelsea have slipped out of 
their fluent eariy-season form, 
but Morris feels Saturday’s 
1-0 FA Cup win at Sheffield 
Wednesday may give them the 
right tonic as the season enters 
its crucial final stages. “I 
thought we played really well on 
SatunJ^K and the manager was 
really buzzing after the gaine,” 
said 20-year-old Morris. 

“Hopefully we've turned the 
corner after a bad patch. AH of 


us believe that Blackburn are 
a tough team. They can play a 
physical game, but I think there 
are enough players in our team 
known for their physical at- 
tributes as well and rm confi- 
dent we can come away with 
something from the game." 

Vialii’s team have stumbled 
since topping the Premiership 
and now have to daw back 
ground on Manchester United. 
Long-term injuries to Gustavo 
POyet, Pierluigi Casiraghi and 
Tore Andre Flo and the trans- 
fer of Brian Laudrup have not 
helped matters. 

Viam has been the first to ac- 
knowledge less of form but the 
Italian has seen his team grind 
out points while playing indif- 
ferently. As a result Chelsea are 


second in the League and alive 
on two cup fronts. The Hills- 
borough win booked a place in 
the last eight of the FA Cup, and 
the Blues continue the defence 
of their European Cup-Win- 
ners' Cup crown next month. 

Fixtures will come thick and 
fast over the coming months, 
and Viaffi knows the hectic end 
of season can catch dubs out 
"We (ike to play well, but its not 
easy because of the fixture 
schedule,” he said. 

“It’s nice to see that after a 
few poor games we are now 
pitying weft This is the way we 
would like to pity. But it's not 
always possible because you 
pity so many matches in Eng- 
land. But we hope from now to 
the end of the season we will 


keep giving good performances 
and keep winning." 

Dennis Wise starts his latest 
ban against Blackburn. He was 
sent off for the fourth time this 
season in the FA Cup fourth- 
round rqjlty win against Oxford. 

Eddie Newton, Bernard 
Lambourde, Andy Myers and 
Mark Nicholls are all added to 
Saturday’s squad, while Morris 
is likely to continue in midfield. 
The England Under-2i in- 
ternational has no intention of 
stepping aside for a ay of his 
more illustrious team-mates. 

Morris told Chelsea Club- 
Call: *Tm definitely a better 
player than I was this time 
last yean Off the pitch Pve ma- 
tured, and that’s reflected in my 
performances” 


THE SUNDERLAND Striker 
Kevin Phillips is hoping to 
strike another blow for the little 
man as his side returns to 
Worthington Cup semi-final 
action tonight 

The 5ft Tin striker saw Tony 
Coffee -just an inch taller-' give 
Leicester a 2-1 first-leg lead at 
The Stadium of Light last month 
with two instinctive finishes. 

While the former Watford 
player knows that his side are 
the_ underdogs he is deter- 
mined to disprove the assertion 
that big is necessarily beauti- 
ful TToby Cottee is the sort of 
player I look up to,” said 
Phillips without a hint of irony. 

‘‘Since Fve been in the 
North-east, people have men- 
tioned me in the same bracket 
and as the same sort of player 
If I can achieve wbat he’s 
achieved in bis career then I'll 
be more than happy. 

“It just goes to show that not 
everyone has to be six foot to 
succeed. Tony’s a great role 
model for the smaller lads." 

Phillips, who missed three 
months of the current season 
with a toe injury, has never- 
theless readied double figures 
after his 35-goal contribution in 
1997-98. 

His late penalty winner at 
Bristol City on Saturday took 
him to IZ but he knows he will 
be facing one of the more for- 
midable defences at at Filbert 
Street “Matt Elliott, Steve 
Walsh and Gerry Taggart are 
the three biggest centre-halves 
Pve ever played against," he 
said 

“We've got big men up front 
in Niall Quinn and Danny 
Dichio, if he plays, so we ran 
challenge them, but they’re 
very strong. 


e 





by Mark Pierson 

“They've also got two good 
central midfield players and 
Emile Heskey and Cottee up 
front, who were a different 
class on the night up here. But 
if we can keep than out then we 
stand a good chance." 

Gavin McCann’s late goal 
allowed the First Division 
leaders to just about keep the w: 
tie alive and Phillips is confident 
that Martin O'Neill's men can 
expect a tough battle. “We’ve 
given ourselves a chance and 
well go there and enjoy it," he 
said 

Peter Reid, the Sunderland 
manager; acknowledges that 
Leicester are favourites to 
reach the final, but refuses to 
write off his side's chances of 
reaching the final at Wembley 
next month. 

“We have to go to Leicester 
with a positive attitude, but I 
know my players are up for it 
and you never know what can 
happen,” he said. 

“Leicester are a good foot- 
balling side and they have a 
positive manager but they 
might freeze in front of their 
own supporters. 

“I think we have played quite a 
well against three Premier- M : 
ship dubs in cup competitions ' 
this season. Vfe were unlock at 
Blackburn in the FA Cup and 
while Leicester probably 
deserved their first-leg win, 
we are not out of it" 

Sunderland have bounced 
back from three successive de- 
feats, albeit two to Ifremiershq? 
clubs, to take maximum points 
from games against Swindon 
and Bristol City to consolidate : 
their position at the top of the 
First Division. 
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THE INDEPENDENT 


Mellor argues to preserve status quo 


DAVID MELLOR, the Former 
Tbiy MP who is now the ^?ir - 
man of the Football Task Flcffce, 

explained to a court yesterday 
the raison d'etre of Sit 0 Sir, 
the Radio Five Live football 
phone-in he hosts on Saturday 
evenings. toy to make jour- 

neys a shade less wearisome,’'’ 
he said. 

The statement seemed es- 
pecially apt as Mellor pro- 
ceeded to turn two hours of 


been a dull journey - through 
a maze strewn with legal wran- 
gjings about contracts for tele- 
vised football - into something 


football 


BV Nick Harris 

considerably less wearisome. 
Using his platform as the sup- 
porters’ friend (“I have my own 
views, but not out of line with 
fans' opinions”; and his prac- 
ticed skills as an advocate, he 
imposed his larger than life per- 
sonality onto the proceeding s, 
“Where is all this going?” he 

asked on several occasions, af- 
fecting a bluster in the face of 
protracted cross-examination 
Questions. “I’ve answered the 
same question in three forms 


already,” he appealed at an- 
other point to the Judge, Mr 
Justice Fferris, as if he could not 
wait to get to what he consid- 
ered the core issue of the case. 
By the time he stepped down 
from the stand at around 
12.30pm, there were whispers 
in the press gallery along the 
lines of *if tbis’d been a boxing 
match, it would’ve been aban- 
doned for the safety of MeUor’s 
opponent" 

The opponent in question 
web Geoffrey Vos, QC, repre- 
sen ting the Office of Fbir Trad- 
ing in its case against the 
Premier League, Sky TV. and 


the BBC over the League’s 
right to negotiate television 
deals collectively on behalf of its 
20 chibs. MeQoz; called as wit- 
ness for the League, was there 
to aigue why the status quo was 
the best way to maintain foot- 
ball's current good fortune. 

Having confirmed he had 
been an MPfor 12 years, a min- 
ister for nine and the chairman 
of the Task Jbrce since August 
1997, Mellor had also furnished 
the court with the information 
that he pays £2£0D per season 
for his executive season ticket at 
Chelsea. “It’s like the Rftz," he 
said, denying that access to the 


Kenwright 
is backed 
by Smith 


best seats at Stamford Bridge 
club was a dosed shop. “Open 
to everyone, you know." And 
then he got down to the business 
of mauling his inquisitor 
“People don’t like to be crit- 
icised," Mellor said of the OFT 
when Vos suggested that a 
Ifcsk Fbrce report - overseen fry 
Mellor - bad been biased in 
suggesting an OFT win in the 
case would harm football. “And 
when they are, they say those 
being critical don't know what 
they’re talking about" 

He said football had a right 
to maximise its income. “What 
is valuable for the purchasers 


is the monopoly, and what is 
valuable for the game is the 
money that the sale of television 
rights brings in." he said. Clubs 
such as Ldcesler which cur- 
rently receives around £6.5m 
per season - around 38 per cent 
of its total income - from tele- 
vision, would lose out in a free- 
for-all, Mellor said. Clubs such 
as Leicester he said, meant 
every dub except a small elite. 

When challenged by that 

television Income could stHI be 
fairly redistributed tf individual 
deals were introduced, Mellor 
replied: “That is a presenta- 
tional refuge point you’ve t aken 


which is not convincing.'* He 
added: “I* place more confi- 
dence in the central direction 
of the Premier League than the 
individual goodwill of the 
dubs." 

When asked to concede that 
individual sale of rights would 
at least lead to competition, 
MeQor replied: “It’s not called 
competition. It's called non- 
sense. What is the value of 
something everybody's got?" 

Mellor did concede that 
Sky's dominance in the football 
market might perhaps lead to 
inflated prices for televised 
football but he added: “If prop- 


er steps are taken when these 
things are negotiated you can 
have the best of both worlds." 
At the time of the next rights’ 
negotiations, he said, the Pre- 
mier League could insert a 
price ceiling in any deal with 
broadcasters. Tb tamper with a 
system that appeared to be 
working well as it was seemed 
foolish, if not dangerous, he 
added. “You could bring the 
temple down on people’s heads 
when iL simply needs some re- 
roofing," be concluded. Having 
brought the house down him- 
self. he made his exit- The case 
continues. 


THE EVERton manager, Wal- 
ter Smith, has backed Bill Ken- 
wrighfs bid to buy the 
struggling club. 

The theatre impresario is 
fronting a consortium to bqy out 
the holder of the major share- 
holder Peter Johnson. A bid of 
around £50m is on the table and 
it is thought Johnson is on the 
brink of accepting the offer for 
just under half of his 68 per cent 
stake. 

"It’s important that the 
takeover situation is resolved 
and i would be pleased to see 
Bill gain control of the dub if be 
could." said Smith, who yes- 
terday completed Ihe signing of 
Hearts’ Scottish World Cup 
defender David Weic “I think 
it’s important for everyone here 
that this situation is cleared up 
and all the uncertainty is fin- 
ished." 

Don Hutchison’s long wait 
for international recognition 
from Scotland is about to end 
wife his firstsemor call from the 
mana ger, Craig Brown. Ever- 
ton’s Hutchison, one of Smith’s 
rare success stories this sea- 
son, has impressed Brown 
enough to be pencilled in for 
duty against Bosnia and the 
Czech Republic in Euro 2000 
qualifiers next month. 

Liverpool have contacted the 
fbotball Association to ask for 
the red card Jamie Carragher 
received at Charlton cm Satur- 
day to be reconsidered Car- 
ragher was sent off by the 
Birmingham referee Mike Reed 
following a dash with Charlton's 
Martin Pringle during the Lon- 
doners' 1-0 victory at The Valley. 

Wimbledon have missed the 
14-day appeal deadline to dis- 
pute John Hartson’s £20,000 
fine and three-match suspen- 
sion for his training-ground at- 


ByKteran paley 

tack on his former West warn 
team-mate, Eyal Berko vie. 

West Ham insistedyesterday 
that their Chilean defender 
Javier Margas had not gone 
AwoL The dub's chief executive, 
Peter Storrie, says they gave 
their blessing for Margas tore- 
turn to Ins native South Amer- 
ica for a cartilage operation 
shortly before Christmas. 

The Manchester City man- 
ager Joe Royie, has taken the 
captaincy from Jamie Pollock in 
the wake of his third sending-off 
of the season at Bournemouth 
on Saturday. Pollock, who faces 
a three-matdi ban, was also sent 
off in August and September 

Premiership stragglers 
Southampton have signed the 
22-year^ old striker Marian 
Pahars from the Latvian cham- 
pions, Skrmto Riga, for a re- 
ported £800,000 and are now 
waiting for a work permit 

Mark Vidukafind^ made his 
debut far Celtfoyesterday - and 
marked It with a goal The Aus- 
tralian striker; Who controver- 
sially returned home before 
Christmas, immediately after 
sigespg for the Scottish cham- 
pions, was on target as an over- 
age player for the under-2i 
team who played Motherwell. 

The former Doncaster 
Rovers owner Ken Richard- 
son has been charged with 
misconduct by the Football As- 
sociation following his convic- 
tion for conspiracy to commit 
arson. Richardson was con- 
victed at Sheffield Crown Court 
last year for his part in the plot 
to burn down Doncaster's 
stand. He has parted company 
with the dub since their 
relegation from the Fbotball 
League. 
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Hie Army’s Darren Kosher goes to ground in his attempt to tackle Cambridge University’s captain, Alastair Cotton, at Milton Keynes yesterday 




Robert HaUam 


Cambridge exploit Army’s poor defence 


CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY took 
their annual fixture against the 
Army yesterday to the Milton 
Keynes National Stadium as a 
dress rehearsal for next 
month’s Varsity match at the 
venue. It is doubtful, however 
that they will find the Oxford de- 
fence as charitable as they (fid 
tiie Army’s in their 5-3 victory 

in an action-packed and enter- 
taining game. 

The soldiers had survived a 
furious opening salvo from the 


HOCKEY 


By Bill Colwjcll 
at Milton Keynes 

Cambridge University - 5 
Army . 3 ' 

students and were just begin- 
ning to get back into the game 
when Adam Laird snatched an 
improbable opening goal in the 
eighth minute. 

The former Dark Blue strik- 


er gracefully collected a loose 
ball on the half-way line and 
with little effort glided through 
the Army defence in a 40-yard 
dash, drew the goalkeeper and 
placed the ball into an empty 
neL 

The arrival into the battle of 
England’s Guy Fordham after 
18 minutes saw renewed Army 
assaults, with the equaliser 
coming a minute later at a 
penally corner from the Army 
captain, Ian Jennings, who at 


the weekend became the first 
to score 200 National League 
goals. 

The first of two solo goals 
from Cambridge’s Belgian 
Thierry Grushn sent the stu- 
dents to the interval with a 2-1 
lead. 

Gareth Weir scored the first 
of his two goals eight minutes 
after the resumption before 
Jennings claimed his second. 
Gruslin’s and Weir’s second 
goals were separated by & well 


taken goal from Scotland's 
Richard Fhrsyth for the Amy’s 
third 

Forsyth, who completed the 
Army’s useful midfield along 

with Je nning s and Fhr riham, 
was unlucky with earlier efforts, 
particularly a fierce drive 
against the upright a minute 
into tiie second hal£ 

Cambridge, who had left 
their captain Rob Hudson tm his 
sick bed at home, will have 
found the game useful prepa- 


ration and no doubt the pitch 
was to their liking. The Army 
sorely missed their England 
Under 21 full-bad; Jon Evened 
who was cm manoeuvres. 

Cambridge University: M Harris; N 
Jones: I McCHwe. P Ovi train. P Dodd; R 
W1 frock- T Gruslln. A Cotton (cape). G 
Wtelr J Costelloe, A Laird. Substitutes 
used: S Amerasekera. J Craven. 

Army: Cape D Sherry; S/Sgt G Symes; 
Pte I Ison. Lt J RHph. Capt A Taylor; CpI 
S Greenwood. WO. I Jennings (capt). OC* 
R Forsyth: Fus C WUUarns. Capt T Wood, 
S/Sgt D Bosner. Substitutes used: Lt 
G Fordham. Rid PMonreith. LCplT Slater. 
Umpires: A Budd (ECHUA) and T Kelly 
(C5HUAJ. 
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SNOW REPORTS in association with WorldCover Direct ■SpK 


SKI HOTLINE 


Detailed independent sno w and 
weather reports from 180 resorts 

First, obtain the access code for 
the resort of your choice. 
Phone or Fax 0870 51 OO M3 
(the fax lists codes for 180 re- 
sorts] 

To Itecen to the latest snow and 
weather report: 

Phone 0901 4770051 +«*Je 

For a fax copy of the latest snow 

and weather report: 

Fax 0906 55 00 086 + code 


SKI HOTUNE 
SNAPSHOT 


summary or 


Resort Area 

open 

ANDORRA 
Pal 100% 

AUSTRIA 

Hochgurgl ..100% 
Mayrhofen ._.98% 
BULGARIA 
Pamponwo TOO% 
CANADA 

Whistler 100% 

FRANCE 

St France*: — 85%~ 
Ugnes B5% 

itaiy 

Lhngno 100% 

Maaignaga ..100% 
SCOTLAND 
Cairngorm ....80% 

SWEDEN 

Storllen ..._...50% 
SWITZERLAND _ 
Zermatt .. — 90% 
UNITED STATES 
Snowbird 95%~ 


CoiTiment Slopes (cm) Last Tmip Forecast 

Lwr Upr snow 

Some good skiing 100 115 ill -9C Changeable 

Fresh, powdery 60 270 14.2 -6G CM 

Excellent 60 160 14.2 -SC Cold 

Fresh snow 100 160 isl “ Snw 

Deep powder 180 365 TOJ it Flurries 

Good on all runs 220 190 fT5 -8C Clear 

Great all levels 140 300 10.2 -17C Changeable 

Good conditions 65 1 62 oil -IOC Changeable 

Swiss Hnk open 80 200 10J SC It snow 

Cover fresh snow 45 70 Hil -2COa*Jji smow 

Good cover now 30 40 toZ 3c 353y 

UrUiS re-opened B5 200 I5l *C Oungeabte 

New powder snowl 95 265 10.2 -IfiC Cloudy 

Information supplied by Shi Hatihte 


On or off piste, with WorldCover you’re covered. 

WORLDCOVER 


0800 365 121 

ONE CALL AND YOU’RE 


www.wDfidcoviir.ooni 


FOOTBALL 

unless stated 
WORTHINGTON CUP 
SEMI-FINAL SECOND LEG 

Leicester (2) v Sunderland (I) 

BV CARLING PREMIERSHIP 

Aston VI ID v Leeds 

Chelsea v Blackburn., 

Euerton v Middlesbrough (8.01 - 

Man Utd v Arsen# tBJS).^.„_ 

Newcastle v Coventry 

auto Windscreens shield 
NORTHERN SECTION 
OUARTBt-FINAUS 

Rochdale v HaBfa* — 

SCOTTISH PREMIER LEAGUE 

Celtic v Kilmarnock 

SCOTTISH LEAGUE 
SECOND DIVISION 

Par trek v Stirling . 

THIRD DIVISION 

Dumbarton v Cowdenbeatn (7-30) 

IttPRESEWDOTVl! MATCH; Or Marten* 
League v Hellenic League (7.30] 
HIGHLAND LEAGUE; Rut William v 

Qachnacuddln 

WELSH CUP Eouna-Rwad DmUi: 

rontardawe Town v Inter QMe-lU (2.0) . 


TODAY’S FIXTURES 


RYMMN LEAGUE First DMskm: Brain- 
tree Town v Leatherhwd. 

DR MARTENS LEAGUE Southern EH- 
ut$to«c St Leonards » Ashford Twin. 
JEHSOM LEAGUE Premier DMskmlp- 
swich Wanderers v htibread Town. 
JEWSON WESSEX LEAGUE Rm DM* 
Sian: East Cowes Vks v Bcmenon heath 
Karl Whitchurch Utd * Wlmbome Town. 
LEAGUE CUP Oaarter-Aial, Second teg: 
Hamble ASSC v Cowes Sports. 

JEWSON SOUTH-WESTERN LEAGUE: 
Tavtstock v Salcash Utd. 

NORTieRN COUNT1E5 EAST LEAGUE 
Prenriw DMsloa: Hal lam » EcdesttiH Utd. 
NORTH WESTERN TRAINS LEAGUE 
First Dtvbloa: Leek C 5 O B * Cheadle 
Town. Swood DhtsknK Casdeton GatuleS 
v Tetley Wftlker. 

S CR EWF U C DIRECT LEAGUE Hrat D4- 
eWao: Tom'ngton v Mnehead 
UNUET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE 
ftoc DMataw HaBsham "fawn it Hassocks. 
UHLS PORT UNITED COUNTIES 
LEAGUE Premier DIvWme N Spencer u 
Buckingham. 

pONTStS LEAOUC Ast DMriom Bwn- 
leyvSarnsley (7.15): Tranmerev Ron Vale 
(7. 1 SI; West Brom v Bolton (7.0): Second 


ham (7.0J: Notts County w c — 

12.01; Third Dhriskm: Bury vQiesterneld 
^ g OO I^cun. 

CacSwm vSroke (7.0J. GrB ^ , 

AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION 
Rnt Shrtskm: Bournemouth v Watford 
(2.0): Cambridge * OPR (2.0): Peterbor- 
ough vOiarlton (7.0): Wimbledon « Brent- 
fore (7.30); GiBngham v Arsenal (2.0). 

BASKETBALL 
BUDWDSER LEAGUE 
Gr London leopards v Chester (7.30)-.. 
(at Brentwood Leisure Centre ) 

Milton Keynes wEftntxash I7.30J 

Newcastle v Thames Wiley (7.0) 

UNUBAU. TROPHY 
SEMB-nNAL. SECCMD LEG 
Manchester * Sheffield (7.e0) - 

OTHER SPORTS 

ICE HOC3UM! SCkonda Superleague: 
Sheffield y Ayr (7.0). 

RUGBY UNION: Old) Match: Herrford- 
sforeu Combined London OB (of /faffed). 
SNOOKER: Regal Scottish Open 
(Aberdeen). 


whoa! 

free banking 


(7. 1 51: West Brem v Bolton (7.0); Second 
Dhrismi! Shrewsbury v Huddersfield (7.0): 
Stockport v Shelf Utd [7,0]; York v Wns- 


24 hours a day, Bob’s your uncle’ 

0800 24 24 24 

w ww.fi rstdirect.co.uk 




























David Howells, fresh from his Dubai success last week, chips on to the 10th during the Qatar Blasters pro-am in Doha yesterday AQsport 
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Keegan may 


be England 


coach today 


KEVIN KEEGAN could be con- 
firmed as England's new coach 
today after another day of hard 
talking produced progress on 
the issue of his working rela- 
tionship with HcjwardWQkinsc»i 
and his refusal to walk out on 

F hlham 

The Ftootball Association’s in- 
ternational sub-committee con- 
vened for two hours yesterday to 
discuss the snags which arose 
during Kenan’s discussions on 
Monday with the FA’s acting 
chief executive, David Davies, 
and the rihairman of the in- 
ternational committee, Noel 
White. 

After a meeting attended by 
White, Davies, Ipswich chairman 
David Sheepshanks, Sheffield 
Wednesday chairman Dave 
Richards and Arsenal vice-chair- 
man David Dein, an FA 
spokesman reported “progress 
is being made". He added that 
there had been further contact 
with Keegan fay phone at his 


By Phil Shaw 


home in the North-east 

The talks are understood to 
have centred on two main 
areas. One was Keegan’s insis- 
tence that if he takes the job. be 
wants absolute control of the 
England set-up, from who 
works aiongside<him as assis- 
tant and backroom staff with the 
senior squad to the composition 
of Under-21 and B squads. 

Keegan’s perception of what 
the post entails runs contrary 
to the concept of continuity es- 
poused by Wilkinson. The FA’S 
technical director took over as 
England’s caretaker coach 
after the fall of Glenn Hoddle 
and supervised the side for 
last week's home defeat by 
France and efforts were made 
yesterday to find a compromise 
that does not undermine die 
power base of the former Leeds 


United fans vote 


Cantona the best 


THE ARRIVAL of Eric Cantona 
in 1992 may have heralded the 
most concentrated period of 
success Manchester United 
have known, but United fens 
clearly have little sense of 
history 

The fens have voted Eric 
Cantona the best player in the 
dub’s history. A readers’ ballot 
organised by United’s official 
magazine puts Cantona in first 
place ahead of George Best Sir 
Bobby Chariton and legendary 
players of the past like Duncan 
Edwards and Tbmmy Taylor: 

Ryan Giggs took third place 
between Best and Sir Bobby 
and eighth-placed David Beck- 
ham finished ahead of another 
1960s luminary, Denis Law. 

Bbrgotten were Billy Mered- 
ith - the Cantona of the early 


1900s - and the Busby Babes 
TJam Whelan, Jackie Blanch- 
flower and David Pegg. John- 
ny Carey, who led United to 
their first post-war League and 
FA Cup successes, foiled to 
make the top 50. 

Justyn Barnes, the maga- 
zine editor; is not too surprised. 
“The average age of our read- 
ers is 22, and that is reflected 
in the high placing of modern 
players," he said. 

“The 90s have been the most 
consistently successful era in 
United’s history but it is still ar- 
guable whether Ryan Giggs, 
who helped win two Doubles 
deserves to be ranked above 
Sir Bobfay.” 

Tbp 10: l Eric Cantona. 2 George Besc. 


3 Ryan Giggs. 4 Sir Bobby Charlton. 5 
Bryan Robson. 6 Duncan Edwards. 7 Pe- 
ter SchmeicheJ, 8 David Beckham. 9 
Mark Hughes. 10 Denis Law. 


United mflnflgff. 

The other sticking point, 
which is believed to concern 
Keegan more, has been his de- 
terminafionnotto breaking con- 
tract with Pblham as chipf 
operating officer It still has 18 
months, and he believes he 
could juggle the two roles. The 
FA’S acting chairman Geoff 
Thompson, has been adamant 
that the 48-year-old former Eng- 
land captain would have to leave 
the Second Division promotion 
favourites by the summer. 

Whether FUlham's owner 
Mohamed al-Fhyed, has now 
given Kee gan hts biessing fn ffi e 
national interest is unclear. 
However it is thought that the 
discussions have brought the 
parties closer to a mutually 
agreeable solution. 

If compromise has indeed 
beenreached and Keegan is pa- 
raded at Lancaster Gate with- 
in the next 24 hours, his first 
mafr » h in charge win be Eng- 
land’s make-or-break qualifier 
for Euro 2000 against Poland at 
Wembley on 27 March. The 
European campaign resum es 
in June against Sweden and 
Bulgaria, while there is also a 
friendly in Hungary on 28 April, 
when Fliflaam could well be at 
a critical point in their season. 

Arsine Wenger who figured 
in earty betting as the man most 
likely to be England’s first for- 
eign coach, came up with a 
light-hearted solution to the 
club-v-country conflict yester- 
day. “Maybe the answer would 
be for Ffcyed to buy all the top 
England players for Rilham, ” 
the Arsenal manager said. 

Wenger also shed light on 
why the leading Premiership 
managers have not been rush- 
ing to fill the hot seat vacated 
by Hoddle. “Being an interna- 
tional manager used to be the 
most prestigious job of all, but 
times have changed. Club com- 
petitions have become more 
prestigious than international 
games, apart from one month 
every four years for the World 
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Hill ‘shocked’ after 


Gloucester sacking 


ACROSS 

I His Excellency lodging 
in Panama, perhaps? (9) 

6 Commodore initially is 
indebted to yachting 
centre (5) 

9 Theatre intended for 
smiting (5> 

10 Butterfly operating all 
over the place (6-3) 

II From purse, coins go 
at such great speed (10) 

12 River that does not 
start in the country? (4) 

14 A flinty product 
somewhat (7) 

15 Accommodation for 
passengers unsuitable 
for chicken-in-the- 
basket? (7) 

17 Clerical men sometimes 
taken on board? (7) 

19 Bob taking bullet? That 


shows how for a quarrel 
can go (7) 

20 Holly is one taking 
law (4) 

22 They go off in smote as 
a learner’s surrounded 
by guns (4-6) 


of medal, perhaps <10> 
Retrenchment required 
of company in money 
trouble (7) 

Up with the lark? (7) 
Composer limited to 
four notes (4) 

Drink tea brewed in 
West Riding, initially (5) 
One brought in to 
take the place of 


25 Actor cued to get 


dressed for 


parade (9) 
University 


to get 
military 


petitioner (9) 

13 what gives relief after 
a heavy fall? (4-6) 

14 Construct forge (9) 

16 “Else”- white rose 

variety (9) 

18 Rugby population 
supporting prison using 
U-shaped damp (7) 

19 Note one who ignored 
Pptomus, to get a 


26 University celebrate 
creating employment (5) 

27 Cleat hammered to 
striking effect (5) 

28 Stiff paper for church 
people in short section 
of exam 19) 


RICHARD HILL yesterday be- 
came the second managerial 
casualty of the season when he 
was sacked by Gloucester after 
three years and four months in 
charge at Kmgsfaolm. 

Philippe Saint-Andrd, the 
France international wing, will 
take over until the end of the 
season. HID, who was appointed 
director of rugby in October 
1995, said: “It has been a fair old 
shock. We are all very dis- 
appointed at Gloucester's cur- 
rent position in the table and it 
doesn't look good from the 
outside, we are fifth from bot- 
tom and I cannot argue with 
that fact" 

The Gloucester team man- 
age^ John Fldlen a dose friend 
of HUTs keeps his job, and he 
said: “Ifisaverysaddayhereat 
the dub. But we have to realise 
that we are in a business." 


By David Llewellyn 


Tom Walkinshaw, the part 
owner of the Arrows Fbrmnla 
One team who holds a 73 per 
cent stake in the dub under- 
lined the b usiness approach 
when he said; “He [HUB is the 
guy in charge and he is the one 
responsible if it doesn’t work." 

The dismissal will fuel 
speculation that Hill may 
attract the attention of Bath. 
Their former scrum-half still 
lives in the city, and Bath are 
struggling too. 

Privately they acknowledge 
that they would like to appoint 
a director of rugby to relieve 
head coach Andy Robinson, a 
former team-mate of Hill's, of 
some of his administrative bur- 
dens and let him concentrate 


on getting things righ t on the 
field. 

Last night the Bath general 
manager; Bob Caileja, said: 
“The reality is that we are ail 
under constant review but I can 
confirm that we are not con- 
templating any immediate per- 
sonnel changes." 

H31 confined himself to a 
cautious: “At the moment I 
have no plans in place because 
I had not intended to lose my 
job overnight like this." 

Even after their ninth league 
defeat against Harlequins last 
Saturday Hffl was insisting that 
Walkinshaw had not lost 
patience at the club's poor 
showing, but last night he said; 
“At least Pve got plenty of time 
nowto concentrate on my Eng- 
land A coaching duties.” 

Hill’s false optimism, 
page 23 


The race that had no winner 


DOWN 

Retains advantages (5) 
Athletics leader, with 
awards, wastes away (9) 
Coordinate presentation 


kitchen appliance (7) 

21 Do better than 40, say, 
in Rome (5) 

23 A good deal of vision (5) 

24 Essential thing for musi- 
cians on shea (4) 
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WAS THIS the worst horse race 
ever? The world of racing, used 
to dealing m winners and losers, 
had a rare no-score draw when 
a steeplechase at a Yorkshire 
point-to-point became the race 
with no winner Now they know 
how it feels at Goodison Park. 

The opening contest at Sun- 
day's Badsworth meeting, on a 
custom-made course on the in- 
side of Wfetherby racecourse, at- 
tracted just two runners, the 
veteran 13-year-old My True 
Clown, honest but slow; and the 
ex-Irish eight-year-old Can I 
Come Too, who had fallen twice 
andbeen pufedtqj (he got sofer 
behind his rider decided it was 


BY Ian Davies 


“pointless” to continue) in his 
four runs in his native land. 

My Triie Clown soon lived up 
to his reputation for coming off 
the bridle in the paddock, lead- 
ing only as for as the third 
fence, from which point Can I 
Come Too overtook his rivaL My 
Triie Clown plugged on gal' 
lantly, but, despite the slow 
pace, found it increasingly dif- 
ficult to remain within the same 
postal district as toe leaden 
Louise Hampshire, his ridee 
gave up the ghost and pulled 


him up at the fourth-last fence, 
half a mfle from home. 

However; Can I Come Tbo 
Med to profit The horse re- 
fused to jump the next obstacle 
-the third last -and; despite the 
best efforts of jockey fan Ben- 
nett, declined to negotiate the 
fence on any of Bennett's three 
subsequent attempts. 

Tie race was therefore aban- 
doned and all bets - bookmak- 
ers act on the principle ‘ifyou 
cantwin, you cant lose’ -were 
returned. So, if you ever go for 
a day at the races, doht forget 
to ask the bookies to quote you 
a price about toe draw. 

Racing, page 24 
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The Man Who owns Cyberspace 

OR HOW MASAYOSHI SON NETTED $151)11 IN FOUR EARTH YEARS 
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Inside: The superstore that ate America, 
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The Business world 


Employ clever people and make work fun 


WISE COMPANIES make work 
fun. Even wiser companies create 
an umbrella where their creative 
people work for themselves as well 
as for the firm And the wisest com- 
panies of all are those that can 
make their best people bring their 
good ideas to them, rather than 
leaving to develop them them- 
selves. 

One of the great boom areas in 
international business is organising 
events - product launches, "thank 
yous" for good customers, days 
out for staff and their families, and 
so on. If done well, they can be won- 
derful; done badly they can be toe- 
euriingly embarrassing. The one 
thing all have in common is that 
events are expensive, time con- 
suming and just a little dangerous. 

So why do companies take this 
risk? Tins answer I think, ties in two 
words: "human capital'*. 

Most businesses are very well 
aware that their key asset lies in the 
minds of the people they employ. 
Add up the identifiable value of the 
total assets of apy company, the fac- 
tories, the product stream and the 
licensing agreements. Then look at 


the company’s market capitalisa- 
tion. There is invariably a gap, 
sometimes a huge one. In the case 
of some of the fastest-growing 
types of business - investment 
hanking, management consultancy 
software development - there are 
virtually no conventional assets at 
all. All the value is in the people. 

This raises string of profound 
questions for company leaders. 
How do you manage these assets? 
How do you build the stock of 
human capital? How do you extract 
the value of this capital for share- 
holders? On at its simplest, how do 
you get clever people to work for 
you? 

Unsurprisingly companies pro- 
duce a string of different answers 
to these questions. Many devise 
elaborate incentive programmes, 
which has been reasonably easy in 
a strong share market you give peo- 
ple shares. One company Skandia 
Life in Sweden, has tried to mea- 
sure the stock of capital in the heads 
of its employees and deploy the 
knowledge as widely as possible 
across the group. It produces a 
human capital report alongside its 


financial reports to make its com- 
mitment more explicit 

Other groups like Andersen 
Worldwide, the accountants and 
consultants, or Motorola, the com- 
munications group, have "univer- 
sities'' which are devoted to 
improving the doll level of their em- 
ployees. Enormous resources are 
put into this: the Andersen campus 
near Chicago feels just like an ex- 
clusive US liberal arts college. 

Quite aside from the general 
benefit to the group of putting re- 
sources into training, there is a 
simple business rationale for such 
ventures. I once asked an execu- 
tive why his company spent so 
much on training. What stopped 
people fairing this expensive train- 
ing and going off and working for 
some one else? 

"You don’t understand.” he- 
replied. "It is because we spend so 
much on training that people stay 
with us. We employ clever people 
who know their value and who 
•could walk out of the door when- 
ever they want But provided we go 
on increasing that value - adding 
to their human capital - they will 



Hamish 

McRae 


The hardest trick of 
all for companies is 
to create a 
greerthouse where 
staff can develop 
new businesses under 
the protection and 
with the support 
of the parent 


stay with us. It is the moment we 
stop that they take their brains 
away.” 

Staff retention is a wholly re- 
spectable reason for paying at- 
tention to training. But every 
company can devise a cutting- 
edge training scheme. Every com- 
pany can develop incentive 
schemes. And I suppose every 
company can dream up yet more 
glamorous venues for parties, for 
there are plenty of specialists to 
help them. As human capital be- 
comes yet more important to com- 
pany survival, what will be the 
qualities that distinguish the great 
from the OK? 

I have two suggestions. The 
first is the great companies wifi 
seek to malm the whole job fun - 
not just the events designed to re- 
ward key staff. Now of course not 
every aspect of a company’s ac- 
tivities is going to be enjoyable, life 
all have to do things we don't like 
doing. But anyone who has spent 
much time with different compa- 
nies will quickly pick up the warn- 
ing signs: an excess of deference 
to senior staff, and an evident fear 


of criticism are two good indicators 
that something is not quite right. 

The second is to create fluid 
structures of employment Tb per- 
suade dever people to work for you 
is not just a matter of offering a bet- 
ter package than the opposition. 
The rival may not be the company 
next door, but rather the person 
starting up their own business. 

If a person can make more 
money tend have more ftuil work- 
ing for themselves, why should 
they work for an employer at all? 
The answer for some people may 
be that there is nothing that can be 

done. The new communications 
technologies built around the In- 
ternet are almost certainly tipping 
the balance of power away from 

most large companies (not all - look 
at Microsoft) and towards very 

small ones. But many people wQi be 
prepared to carry on working for an 
employer provided they can bring 
their personal business under the 
wing of the group they work for. 

These are enormous challenges 
for business leadership, they rep- 
resent a seismic shift that is ta k i n g 
power away from the corporation 


and towards the individual Fbw 
businesses are accustomed to 
thinking of making their work fun; 
and fewer still could accommo- 
date employees with an explicit split 
in their loyalties between their own 
private work and their job. 

But the hardest trick of all and 
therefore the one that one that 
brings the biggest benefits if a firm 
can pull it off will be to create a 
greenhouse where staff can devel- 
op new businesses with the support 
of the parent. 

Hie new industries of tomorrow 
almost always start with a few in- 
dividuals and a good idea They do 
not start in the established com- 
mercial giants. Just as Microsoft 
was not founded as a sub-division 
of IBM, the new industries will be 
created by’ dew people outside 
today's commercial giants. 

Butneed that happen? The great 
prize awaiting every large business 
in the world is to grow the human 
capital industries of tomorrow. Tb 
win it they need to create fluid em- 
ployment structures to retain the 
cleverest people: then build the 
greenhouse to develop their ideas. 


DATELINE: MODENA, ITALY 


The profit in firm family values 


T he sleek steel-blue 
LGV (laser-guided- 
vehide), a sort of 
R2-D2 without the 
flashing lights, 
purrs quietly as it 
lifts up the pallet of 
components, pirouettes slowty and 
moves across the storehouse to de- 
posit them. It is programmed to fol- 
low the daily rhythms of the factory. 
At the end of the working day it shuf- 
fles over to "bed"; a power point in 
the wall that recharges its batteries 
overnight 

The scene is not from a futuris- 
tic movie nor from a state of the art 
complex in Japan or Korea. We are 
in the factory oEone of the countless 
mediumsized family firms that are 
the backbone of Italy's economy. 
Rossi Motoriduttori. based near 
Modena, world leaders in gear re- 
ducers and variators. Chances are 
if you took an escalator or opened 
an automatic gate recently, their 
products made it possible. 

"Certainly this is the way things 
are going." said managing director 
Greco Vero. "Fewer people on the 
shop floor, using machines when 
they are suitable and keeping 
human beings for more stilled 
work." 

Modena's leap from post-war 
poverty to prosperity has been re- 
markable. The area has the sixth 
highest pro capita income in the 
country and its industry totals more 
than 2 percent of Italy’s annual ex- 
poi-ts. Expensive new cars and full 
restaurants are the tip of an iceberg 
of economic well-being. Modenese 
businessmen have a reputation' for 
Hair; adaptability and t hinking ahead. 

Not surprisingly, with the ap- 
proach of the scary' new millennium 
with the ghoul of globalisation, Mod- 
ena’s family-run firms are having a 
strategy rethink. 

“We’re well established here in 
Europe but to penetrate in the rest 
or the world we may have to forge 
alliances with, for example, mi 
American company." said Vero. An- 


by Frances Kennedy 

other development which Italian 
companies have tended to resist, 
could be a stock market float 
Most people associate the Mod- 
ena area as the biggest producer of 
Parmesan cheese, or for its famed 
tortellini or balsamic vinegar or 
Fterrari. Yet economists from Har- 
vard to Heidelburg study it for its 
unique economic modeL 
"All this area was agricultural 
plains after the wan" said Claudio 
Luochese, indicating the panorama 
of chimneys, factories and roa<fe that 
makes up Sassuolo, Italy’s "Ce- 
ramic Valley". “We were poor but the 
hills nearby were rich in clqy so we 
started with ceramics." Lucchese’s 
father started with a couple of ma- 
chines frying to mass-produce tiles. 
Today tbefr company Ifafrim has cov- 
ered the corridors leading to the Sis- 
tine Chapel and the swimming pools 
at the Atlanta Olympics. The com- 
pare is stiUfinnly in the hands of the 
Lucchese famil y; the founder's 
grandchildren are now in key man- 
agement roles and profits have been 
poured back into the firm. 

As tile makers prospered, sup- 
pliers and subcontractors who 
served their needs sprang up - 
glaze-makers, manufacturers of cut- 
ting machines, creators of firing 
ovens. “If we need a machine fixed 
it’s just down the road." said Luc- 
chese. "But the reasons the indus- 
trial districts work is that while 
there is healthy competition within 
the sector we know the value of in- 
terdependence. This stands us in 
good stead against Spain which is 
making inroads into our market" 
Lucchese’s ceramic production 
machines are created by another 
Modenese self-made millionaire. 
Franco Stefani. whose obsessive 
pursuit of innovation has earned him 
the nickname Archimedes. A short 
lively man with spiky white hair, he 
began by creating machines for the 
ceramics industry and has taken 
that to the limit “Look and touch," 
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A vast hall of the Earned Parmesan cheese lends a strong scent of success to modem Modena 


he says proudly, indicating two ap- 
parently identical pieces of green 
Becked marble. “Which one’s the 
fake?” Only by turning them upside 
down can you telL 

His company, Systematic 100 per 
cent family-owned has branched 
into automation and logistics. "The 
only way to keep ahead is to con- 


stantly think about making process- 
es better;" says Stefani, who has a 
vertical storage system that provides 
200 metres of space in just four 
square metres. “We generate our 
own resources. We set up technical 
schools or faculties at the local uni- 
versity to train specialised staff If 
we waited for the government we 


would be out of business.” 

In the food sector there are fewer 
family fir ms and more large indus- 
trial groups. Now, one of Modena’s 
gastronomic specialties, fresh 
tortellini, are to be marketed 
abroad. "We have signed a deal with 
ASDA and are negotiating with 
Tesco to produce for them,” said 


JJ? AmeM Sygma 


Bruno Vfenturelli, head of fresh 
pasta at the Fini plant “We have 
been hesitant to export because a 
product with a limited shelf life 
needs excellent transport and dis- 
tribution, but its going to be funda- 
mental in the future.” 

Ravarino, to the north of Mode- 
na, seems anunliketyspot fora com- 


pany at the cutting edge of Italian 
street wear, most of which is 
snapped up by Brits. Japanese and 
Californians. It was here, among 
pear and walnut trees, that thirty- 
something Carlo Rivetti and his sis- 
ter; whose famity own a large textile 
manufacturer; left the fold to take 
over two struggling brands, C.E 
Company and Stone Island. 

Rivetti's company produce fabrics 
that protect against electromag- 
netic waves, windbreakers that 
change colour with the heat, met- 
ropolitan jackets with anti-smog 
masks incorporated and clothes 
that are tear resistant 

"Ours is a niche market,” said 
Carto, a thm sandy -haired roan 
a quirky smile. “We produce onty 
about a million items a year cant 

and don't want to compete with the 
big names or the mass producers. 
We’re betting on quality and ex- 
perimentation. We also count on a 
personal touch. If an item is not 
moving in the boutique, the owner 
can bring it back and change it ff 
Fm abroad and I see someone 
wearing a CP garment I go up and 
introduce myself, and offer to buy 
them a drink." 
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Bilf Clinton's 
/'/,ms for 

.-1 liter ica n pe ti sions 

THE PRESIDENT proposes the feds 
invest social security surpluses in 
stocks, pumping in hundreds of bil- 
r ms of dollars in the next 15 years. 

e Berlin Wall may have fallen, the 
soviet Union may have collapsed 
and China may welcome private for- 
eign money, but the US govern- 
ment now wants to seminationalise 
American corporations. Not since 
the Clintons' attempt to take over 
health care has there been such a 
Beltoay power grab as this. Wash- 
ington as venture capitalist? 

Political pull will count more than 
shrewd appraisal of prospects. Our 
economy will become as nimble and 
innovative as those of Western Eu- 
rope. Ftir better to phase in a new 
system where younger people would 
own their social security retirement 
accounts. This kind of people power 
is infinitely mare democratic than 
Clinton’s Soviet-style approach. 


The Economist 

The restructuring of 
the European 
car industry 


THESE INNOVATIONS will change 
the nature of the industry. Firms 
may be able to make production 
runs of less than 100.000 cars eco- 
nomical without investing in giant 
presses at alL 

The right way to encourage car 
makers to embrace such changes is 
for governments to get out of the way 
That means allowing national cham- 
pions to be taken over and old-fash- 
ioned plants to be shut; it also means 
fostering inward investment and un- 
restrained competition in re tailing . 
The example to learn foam is the steel 
industry. After years of Brussels-run 
production quotas, price-fixing and 
subsidies had done nothing to halt its 
decline, the entire apparatus of in- 
tervention was dismantled in the late 
Eighties. European steel makers 
are more competitive today than 
they have been for three decades. Car 
makers should follow suit 


Financial Times 

Open skies talks between 
Britain and the 
United States 


SIGNS THAT the US and the UK are 
ready to agree an open skies accord 
are to be welcomed, mainly be- 
cause this could help open the door 
to a transatlantic open skies agree- 
ment between the US and EU. The 
first step towards transatlantic open 
skies should be the lifting of re- 
strictions on foreign ownership, cur- 
rently more onerous in the US. 

Governments will have to ac- 
knowledge that gootft&res and ser- 
vice are more important than the 
flag on the tail 

Indeed, there is no role for gov- 
ernment in the airline industry be- 
yond ensuring safety and 
competition. 

At a time when the motor, ofl and 
pharmaceutical industries are con- 
solidating, it is absurd that govern- 
ments remain so determined to 
promote their national champions in 
the sky. 


Business week 

When the idea of currency 
union for the Americas 
might work 

NOW that the euro has had a suc- 
cess dSnit is it time to start think- 
ing about a dollar bloc in the western 
hemisphere? A few brave policy- 
makers are suggesting that North 
America Free trade Agreement 
members - the US, Mexico and 
Canada - at least consider the idea. 

A North American version of the 
euro is unlikely, and probably un- 
necessary. The US economy dwarfs 
its Nafta neighbours, unlike the Eu- 
ropean Union which brings togeth- 
er 15 relatively similar, densely 
populated, industrialised states. And 
pushing for a new unit to replace the 
dollar; already a global reserve cur- 
rency, is apt to be an unwinnable po- 
litical crusade in the US... 

Fhw in the Americas seem ready 
for a single currency. But if the euro 
gives the Europeans a competitive 
edge, the Nafta dollar may be in- 
evitable. 


Wall St Journal 

Japan's new get-tough plan 
to restructure its 
debt-laden banks 

EARLIER THIS month, Japan’s vice 
minister of finance, Eisuke Sakak- 
ibara (aka Mr Yen! made the high- ’ 
ly publicized remark that Japan's 
finanrial crisis would end "in the 
next week or two". That was yes- 
terday and, despite Mr Sakakibara's 
optimism, Japan’s nearly decade- 
long financial crisis is far from oven 

While the plan developed by the 
FRA may be a step in the right di- 
rection, it does not go nearly far 
enough to impose market discipline 
on Japan's bloated banks. Neither 
does it address the fundamental 
problem plaguing Japan's financial 
system: lack of profitability due to im- 
mature and inefficient ra pifal mar - 
fcets. 

The government needs to “get 
tough” not onty with banks, but also 
with other distortions in the Japan- 
ese economy - many of which the 
government itself has created. 


Barron's 

How gold could 
become a valuable 
commodity 

NOW WE yield to no man in our con- 
viction that gold is a perfect hedge 
against capital gains. 

But wise Marc Faber says that 
you ought to buy some of the stuff 
as insurance against a global fi- 
nancial accident 

Marc is eager to confess that he’s 
neither "a gold bug or an expert on 
the gold market”. Nonetheless, he 
"believes the time has come to 
gradually shift some financial assets 
into gold”. 

Wfe suspect that you could do 
worse than consider Marc’s advice. 
Fbr it is based largety on the contrast 
between the extraordinary compla- 
cency of investors, on the one hand 
and, on the other, a world economy 
increasingly susceptible to some 
grand, untoward event 
And nothing is more comforting, 
he notes, than insurance that you 
end up not using. 


Fortune 

Why Brazil is still 
a worry after the peso 
devolution 

A KEY reason Brazil is saddled with 
such a huge defidtis that in 1993 the 
constitution transferred more than 
a fifth of federal income tax revenue 
to the states, while leaving respon- 
sibility for social programmes like 
health care, education and sanitation 
with the federal government State 
governors gorged themselves on this 
bonanza; the worst came to be 
known as “maharajas"... 

Brazil cannot restore its fortunes 
without ending such nonsense. But 
Cardoso has trouble mustering sin* - 
pie majorities; constitutional amend-, 
ments require a two-thirds majority 
Cardoso must persuade legislators 
to put the country’s interests befor® 
their own - not an easy job even to 
older democracies. In this sense, 
Brazil s fate now lies with its polit- 
ical system, which is at least &- 
volatile as its stock market Get 
ready for more nasty surprises. - 
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BY JEREMY WARNER 

A s the world’s largest investor in cyberspace, 
reportedly owning 25 per cent of the 
Internet, Masayoshi Son will either go down 
in history as a blinding visionary or a reckless fool. 
While all around him whisper about bubbles 
bursting, the man from Japan is shouting ‘buy, buy, 
buy!’ What does he know that we don’t? 




of the internet 


A 


lan Greenspan, 

chairman of the 

US Federal Re- 
serve, thinks in- 
vesting in them is 
Efce buying a lot- 
tery ticket, and 
that most will faH 
Bill Gates, Of 
Microsoft, be- 
lieves that these soar-away stocks should 
be trading on lower multiples than ordinary 
companies; he wouldn’t advise even his 
worst enemy to invest at these levels. 

Rupert Murdoch thinks the phenomenon 
■will destroy Agrobusinesses than it creates. 
And The Economist believes they are about 
to come “spectacularly crashing to Earth". 

Everyone, ft seems, is convinced the US 
craze for Internet companies is a fin ancial 
bubble about to pop, and that when this hap- 
pens, the consequences will be quite dis- 
astrous, not only for those who have 
invested in them at these apparently fan- 
ciful levels, but also for America’s vibrant 
SEoon Vhfley and quite possibly for the world 
economy, as well. Everyone, that is, apart 
from those crazy Americans, who have taken 
to trading these stocks, generally on-line, as 
if this was a Saturday afternoon at the races; 
everyone, that is, apart from Masayoshi San, 
0 r ■'Mrlntemetr - the man who owns a quar- 
ter of cyberspace. 

There is no doubting the bubtde-fike char- 
acteristics of the phenomenon. Individual 
Internet stocks have been known to change 
hands up to 10 times in a day, so frenzied is 
the level of trading, while it is not uncom- 
mon for the value of shares to yo-yo by 50 
per cent in a single trading session. 

Some of the hottest Internet companies 
- Vahnn L, AOL and Amazon.«m -have come 

to be valued, despite their insignificant prof- 
its, at more than Boeing and Disney. 


U ' 

of the bubble-like characteristics of the In- 
ternet craze that he has labelled it 
“TUfip-eom”, after the great seronteenth cen- 
tury spead^on to tu% bulbs. Hardy have 

investors seemed so determined to lose 
sight of reality. 

So is the Internet shares phenomenon a 

m St _ nil 


Radmil that what’sncfw going on is crazy 
hype,” Mr Son says. But he won’t call ft a 
bubble. “Yes, of course there will be a cor- 
rection, probably later this year or ^ziy next 
The increase in valuations has obviously 
been far too fast But we are long-term in- 
vestors and this doesn't matter to us.” 

Mr Son's view of the Internet investment 
phenomenon is that we are only at the be- 
ginning. Today the quoted Internet sector 
is worth about $200bn. “My bet is that over 
the next 10 years, tins sector will go to $2,000 
taffion,” hesays with a degree of confidence 
that only other self-made billionaires could 
match. “I say it will rise ten-fold but that is 
only because I want to stick with a conser- 
vative forecast Actually, I think twenty-fold 
is more realistic.” 

To back this forecast Mr Son cites the ex- 
ample of the personal computer sectoc Ten 
years ago, the collective stock market value 
of pers ona l computer mmpanies, including 
giants tike Microsoft, Intel and Compaq, was 
$38bn. Today they are worth more than 
jjywo bffliaa. That's a degree of wealth trans- 
fer and creation unmatched in recent his- 
tory. Is ft really possible to repeat the trick 
with this second generation of technology 
and entrepreneurialism? 

Of course it is, says Mr Son. At the World 
Economic Forum's annual meeting in 
Davos, Switzerland, last month, Mr Son 
asked a select audience of businessmen, 
bankers and economists which sector they 
thought would eventually be bigger; PCs or 
Internet? “Ninety-five per cent voted In- 
ternet," says Mr Son. “And they must be 
right The PC market is limited to hardware, 
software and retail The Internet is unlim- 
ited in size. From towers to automobiles, 
the Internet will come to be key in virtual- 
ly all industries. 

“There are only two numbers in my vo- 
cabulary -zero and infinity. The Internet en- 
compasses brrfhthesecharacteristics.lt has 
zero variable cost; there is a zero decrease 


At the same time, it has infinite reach, infi- 
nite information and infinite product range. 
Neither of these things - zero or infinity - 
were possible in the past 


“Whoever understands these character- 
istics and incorporates them into their 
business model, will succeed in revolution- 
ising toeir industries, aiKi taking over from 
the old, established firms." 

Prophetic, starry-eyed stuff. Is he right? 

The record, it might be said, speaks for 
itself. Mr Son is today one of Japan’s lead- 
ing entrepreneurs and very much the face 
of “new" Japan - self-made and mistrust- 
ful of the pak. 

Amazingly for one listed as among 10 to 
watch out for in the latest assessment pub- 
lished by Fbrbes magazine of the 200 rich- 
est people in the world, he still answers his 
own emails - and he dokitreEgjousty every 
day If Japan has its own version of BiD Gates, 
Mr Son is it 

His beginnings, however could hardly 
have been less auspicious. He was born into 
a poor family of Korean descent who lived 
m a shanty town on the edge of Tosu dfy in 
southern Japan, where they eked a living 
from breeding pigs and chickens. Perhaps 
because of this, Mr Son shunned the tradi- 
tions of Japanese education and, at the age 
of 16, went to California to complete his 
schooling, eventually ending up at Berke- 
ley. There his entrepreneurial skills received 
an eariy boost when he invented, and sub- 
sequenttysoM to Shaip for $im, an early ver- 
sion of a multi-lingual pocket translator His 
other business venture as a student was the 
import of used video games from Japan He 
earned enough money to return to Japan 
and establish a business, Softbank - a dis- 
tributor of PC software. 

He was pushing at an open door The PC 
market in Japan, unlike the US, was still in 
its infancy. Few others were doing ft and Mr 
Son rapidly moved to a position where he 
was supplying some 50 per cent of the total 
retail market in Japan. From there, he 
moved into PC magazines, developing along 
the way an almost absurdly simple and am- 
bitious strategy - to control as much of the 
world’s digital future as be could. If noth-, 
ing else about Mr Son is particularly Japan- 
ese, tins kind of mission statement is - a 
straightforward, no-nonsense, statement of 
ambition and aim. 


Inevitably it was to take Mr Sou hack to. 
the US and that estraonfinaiy hothouse of 
hi-tech entrepreneurial endeavour; Silicon 
Ifefley. By 1994, the Internet had already 
reached take-off point in the US and it was 
spawning a new generation of companies, 
so different in their nature, ethos and de- 
centralised management style from anything 
that had gone before, that many of them did 
not seem like conventional businesses. 

For many of these Internet entrepre- 
neurs, their companies were a personal cru- 
sade, a hobby and a lifestyle venture. 

Softbank examined more than 5,000 of 
them, the idea being to take big strategic 
stakes in up to 100. 

“The thing to think about," Mr Son says, 
“is not that we risked our money in invest- 
ing in 100 of these start-ups, but that we 
turned down 4,900 companies.” 

What were his criteria? “Yes, of course 
we looked at cash flow, but since many of 
these companies have no cash flow, this 
doesn't mean a lot What we concentrated 
on was the business model - management 
and the strategy for growth,” 

Even then, these companies were not 
cheap. It is bard to tell exactly how much 
Softbank has invested in US Internet stocks. 
Mr Son says it was $1 00m. Others say it was 
much more. 

What is not in dispute is that with the ex- 
plosive growth in valuations, the combined 
worth of Softbank’s Internet investments is 
now in ex c ess of $l5bn 
On top of that, there is an associated ven- 
ture capital fond with a myriad of invest- 
ments in smaller Internet enterprises. 
What singles Mr Son out from other Silicon 
Valley venture capitalists is that he invests 
only in pure leading-edge Internet compa- 
nies, shunning software, hardware aid 
backbone infrastructure. 

At the start, the strategy worked like a 
drearrrWito the help of a team of former No- 
mura financiers, hired especially far the pur- 
pose, Mr Son would use the “cheap" money 
available is Japan to finance his American 
adventures in technology. Against tradi- 
tionally high Japanese valuations, his in- 
vestments did not seem expensive. 


is bound to end in tears, or is there more 
to it than that? 

One person who believes there might be 
is Mr Son, a 41-year-old financier and en- 
trepreneur who, with foresight the rest of 
us can only dream of, managed to take big 

shareholtfings at an eariy stage in a whole 

raft of today’s highest tying Internet com- 


'INTERNET SHARES WILL RISE TEN-FOLD’' 


that he is now not only for and a way 
liggest investor worldwide in the lu- 
ll but he can realistically claim to own 
t cent of cyberspace. This may seem 
— hAflRt. but shareholdings of 



id 30 per cent jxujw*, 

ate on the Internet Geo Cities, num- 
bree, and £.T*ade, one of the US's 
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es nearly 100 ‘"pure” Internet com 


Gyration of power in what has become the 

world's fastest growing industry. 


Masayoshi Son’s 
thoughts on the future 
of Internet companies: 

“Stock prices have risen - too 
Fast and there is hound Co 
be a correction, either later 
this year or next." . 

"On a long-term view, this 
correction will be like 
nothing. Internet companies 
are the companies of the 
future." 

“Over the next 10 years, 

Che stock market value of 
the Internet sector, 
currently some $200bn, will 


rise ten-fold as existing 
companies grow and their 
ranks are swelled by 
newcomers.” 

“I am a conservative person 
and this Is a conservative 
estimate. Actually, It is 
more realistic to expect a 
twenty-fold rise.” 

“This bet Is based on what 
has happened to the PC 


sector over Che past 10 
years. In 1 988, it was 
worth Just $38bn, including 
Microsoft, Intel, Compaq. 
Today It is worth $2,000 
billion worldwide. The 
internet sector is worth 
$200bn today so there is 
easily scope for It to grow 
to $2,000 billion.” 

“The internet sector will 
eventually be much larger 



chan the PC sector. The 
Internet has the capacity to 
expand into virtually all 
business areas, so it will be 
much larger." 

"Whoever understands the 
characteristics of the 
internet - its capacity for 
infinite reach and zero 
variable cost - and builds 
their business model 
around it. will succeed 
while traditional business 
models will fail” 

“The biggest business 
growth area on the Internet 
will be e-commerce." 


It has no tall been a bed of roses. Despite 
the runaway success of many of his gam- 
bles, there has been persistent scepticism. 
Like maity eatreprenOTrially led companies. 
Softbank is widely regarded in the invest- 
ment community as being overburdened 
with debt Its financial affairs are less than 
transparent and its atxvuntingpractices are, 
by Western standards, of dubious quality. 

As a consequence, Softbank’s share price 
has been a mirror image of the volatility of 
the Internet shares ft invests in, climbing 
to dramatic heights before plunging down- 
wards and recovering again. 

The Japanese stock market’s scepti- 
cism is amply demonstrated by the fact that 
today Softbank is valued at less than the 
worth of its stake in Yahoo! alone. Mr Son 
regards this as “ridiculous", but it is testa- 
ment to the degree of concern in the in- 
vestment community tiwt toe last fYrKmctal 
Times cutting on Mr Son described his com- 
pany as “the troubled J apanese multimedia 
conglomerate”. That article appeared more 
titan a year ago and Mr Son would no doubt 
claim that the subsequent rise and rise of 
traded Internet stocks has more than vin- 
dicated him. Nonetheless, the doubts re- 
main. Even the biggest and best Internet 
companies still devour, rather than gener- 
ate, capital and Mr Son’s exposure is such 
that he has to try and feed that appetite. Is 
he not in danger of over-extending himself? 

Perhaps, perhaps not But on one thing 
Mr Son is not alone in his thinking. Every- 
one agrees that the Internet is gmng to trans- 
form the way business is conducted and 
organised. It is. as yet, uncertain whether 
that revolution wfl] be as awe inspiring and 
an-encompassiog as, say, the development 
of the railway and the motor car, or the dis- 
covery of electricity; 

On one level e-commerce and the In- 
ternet are just alternative methods of dis- 
tribution. Nothing very exciting about that, 
ft might be said. On the other hand, the lo- 
temet allows foradegree of competition and 
price transparency never before seen. 
What’s more, it brings this about on a glob- 
al scale. If that might seem to be bad for the 
profitability of business and, by extension, 
fix’ the value of companies, jurt dweD on this: 
One of Mr Son's recent investments is 
Buy.com, a company which incorporates a 
zero or even negative margin into its busi- 
ness modeL Who, in theirrightmind, would 
dream of starting a business which sells 
products for less than it bought them for? 
An Internet entrepreneur; of course. The 
idea is that the difference in price is re- 
couped from advertising. 

The Internet's share of total advertising 
worldwide is much less than 1 per cent Mr , 
Son and others like him think this will rise 
exponentially with the growth of e-com- 
merce. “If you see an advertisement on your 
TV set and you are wearing your pyjamas 
at the time, what is the next action you can 
take?” he asks. On the Internet you can pur- 
chase that item immediately, rather than 
waiting till the next morning. 

And still Mr Son's Japanese investors, 
who allow Softbank’s shares to trade at such 
a huge discount to its underlying assets, 
don’t seem to get it “They will eventually," 
Mr Son predicts confidently. 
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Computers are transforming the economy 


T here are two general 
views about the impact 
of new information 
technologies on the 
economy. On the one 
hand, you get the cynics who think 
it is all hype and balderdash, and 
that nothing has changed funda- 
mentally. And on the other are 
whizz-bang enthusiasts with bound- 
less optimism about the future 
who say everything is different 
The first shreds of evidence that 
at least something is different are 
being furnished right now by the US 
and UK economies. In both cases, 
there has been more growth with 
less inflation than the experience 
of the past generation has led us to 
expect There might be all sorts of 
explanations for this, including 
' deregulation and jobs market flex- 
ibility. but advances in technology 
are another candidate. After all, 


almost all the long-term economic 
growth there has ever been in the 

world has been attributable to tech- 
nological progress. 

Yet even if things are genuinely 
different now, it does not, as some 
enthusiasts seem to think, mran the 
laws of economics have been sus- 
pended. New structures of pro- 
duction and costs in the information 
age are amenable to analysis. 

Some of the features enthusiasts 
tend to pick out are the least in- 
teresting. For example, the pace of 
technical change is certainly very 
rapid now; the value of computer 
power Increases 32-fold every 
decade, while the value of car 
power grew four-fold every decade 
at the same stage of the combus- 
tion engine revolution. 

More interesting this time 
around are the special features of 
information. Much information is 


noD-exdudable - if it is made avail- 
able, there is nothing to prevent 
people who have not paid for it from 
using iL There are some technical 
fixes for this, such as the set-top 
boxes that control access to broad- 
cast TV programmes. But it is im- 
possible to prevent a Chinese 
manufacturer; say from copying a 
CD or a dress design. Battles over 
piracy and intellectual property 
rights will be a recurring theme of 
the information economy. 

Secondly, many people can use 
information at the same time, un- 
like traditional goods. The marginal 
cost of information - the cost of 
serving an extra customer - is 
therefore zero in one sense. The 
effiriency of the economy demands 
that the price is zero, too, because 
there is no consumption of scarce 
resources. But if the price were 
zero, the information would not be 



Diane 

Coyle 

More has changed 
than the usual 
economic statistics 
would lead us to 
believe - much new 
input is simply not 
measured 


provided because the initial costs 
are often very high. 

Thirdly, much information is 
not transparent You don't know 
how good it is until you have ac- 
tuaDy tried it, and if you know what 
it is you already have it 
Not surprisingly, these features 
call far very different sorts of busi- 
ness strategies. One of the best re- 
cent books on what they ought to 
be is Information Rules by Hal 
Varian and Carl Shapiro. 

Much of their analysis focuses 
on the tension between giving 
away your information so that 
people know what you have to 
offez; and recovering your costs. 
For instance, one possible strate- 
gy is to give away samples to en- 
courage people to buy the full or 
premium product Price discrim- 
ination between different types of 
customer is another fruitful strat- 


egy such as making delayed infor- 
mation much cheaper than real- 
time information - rather as 
paperbacks are cheaper than orig- 
inal hardback editions. 

In addition, varian and Shapiro 
also emphasise the power of being 
first in the market in information 
industries: there is more value to 
something the more other people 
are using it The fax machine is a 
classic example. Yours is no good 
unl ess other people have one too. 
Microsoft Windows is another. 

The analytical framework pro- 
rides some justification for the 
loss-making strategies adopted by 
so many e-businesses. They are 
spending on being first in the mar- 
ket and b uildin g up a customer 
base: if all your costs are upfront 
the only way to reduce unit costs is 
to sell more units. 

The policy im plica tions are as 


profound as the lessons for busi- 
ness: we ought be doomed toon en- 
vironment of serial monopoly, 
where the biggest plaj’er in each 
market has to be kept in check by 
the competition authorities rather 
than direct competitors. 

And a key challenge for govern- 
ments will be creating an environ- 
ment that fosters as many new 
start-ups as possible, because se- 
rial entrepreneurship isa necessary 
connective to serial monopoly As Bill 
Gates has often said, the biggest 
threat to his business is not the 
Justice Department but some geek 
hunched over a keyboard. 

This is indeed a different sort of 
economy. In the long run, it will be 
a more prosperous one. Whether 
this is cause for feeling boundless 
optimism about the short run is an- 
other matter entirety. 

d.coyle<Q mdependentco.uk 
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The president of Wal-Mart, David Glass, leads employees at a Pennsylvania store in the company song AP 
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Wal-Mart set to 

conquer Britain 


ONCE UPON a time ago -more 
precisely the 20-odd years that 
constitute an eternity in the 
histor y of the American subur- 
ban landscape -Route 159 in Illi- 
nois south out of Edwardsville 
was a gentle semi-rural highway 
joining the intestate to St Louis. 
Today it is Anywhere USA; a 
maB-to-mafl traffic jam stretch- 
ing far miles, js cameo of end- 
of-mfllenmum sprawl, a line of 
hu ge flat temples of consump- 
tion stretching to tbe horizon. 

Once there were fields of 
sweet Illinois com, reputed to 
be tbe finest in America, but 
they have long vanished be- 
-neath parking lots the size of 
Wembley Stadium. This is 
urban development, American 
style - what happens when 
land is plentiful and cheap, the 
car rules and competition is cut- 
throat This is the America of 
Wal-Mart tbe world's largest 
most successful retailer Just 
possibly, in a not-too-distant 
future, it could be coming to 
farmland near you. In Britain 
we must tremble at the 
prospect 

“Wal-Martisatian" comes at 
a price. Before the interstates 
came, when Americans still 
lived in cities, Edwardsville 
was a bustling commeroal cen- 
tre, a staging post along US66 
as that celebrated highway pre- 
pared to cross the Mississippi 
and strike for tbe great ex- 
panses of the West The place 
is still there, of course, with its 
county court bouse, its church- 
es and public library. They’ve 
even put up new bank biddings 
and public offices. 

But where there once was 
retail bustle, virtual silence 
reigns. The shops have disap- 
: peared, crushed by the out-of- 
town superstores lined along 
Route 159, vanquished by the 
likes of Dillons, K-Mart and 
Toys “H” Us. But above all, by 
Wal-Mart. 

Now Wal-Mart having con- 
quered America and spread 
tentacles into Canada, Mexico, 
Latin America, Asia, and most 
recently Germany, is sizing up 


BY RUPERT CORNWELL 


our green, pleasant and crowd- 
ed little land. The question is, 
do we want it? 

The company is monument 
to one of this century’s most re- 
markable businessmen. •*>>»» 
Walton started his discount 
stores in Arkansas in 1962, con- 
vinced that smalltown Ameri- 
ca was ripe for a discount 
retailing revolution. By the time 
he died in 1992, sales had risen 
to $44bn, and “Mr Sam”, as he 
was known to his employees, 
was the richest man in Ameri- 
ca. Elis secrets were a rufltr 1 ; 
lessly efficient computerised^ 
inventory and distribution sys- - 


taking. We stiffen we are told, 
fawn some of the highest prices 
in Europe for groceries, car ac- 
cessories, electronic goods, ap- 
pliances. products which are 
the backbone of Wal-Mart's 
business. Our retailers are said 
to have grown fat and lazy in a 
protected world of high margins 
and low competition, So why not 
welcome this American invad- 
er; and .enjoy American-style 
prices and American-style cus- 
tomer service? 

It is no accident that Wal- 
; Mart driven by thd ambition of 
i t ^ H el exeeutiveDavid Glass to 
■ttimltseffintbawbri^ttftod to 



tem, no-Mls marketing, arid 
prices to beat anyone. 

Unusually in a land where 
rapacious shareholders bear 
down on over-worked employ- 
ees, the humblest sales clerk 
was an “associate” who re- 
ceived shares in the company, 
allowing him too to cash in on 
Wal-Mart's explosive growth. 

Above all, the customer was 
king. And Sam Walton, with a 
personal fortune of $23bn, lived 
tike his customers. His frugal- 
ity was legendary. He was hap- 
piest Inspecting his stores in 
person, driving a battered Fbrd 
pick-up with his bird dogs 
caged in the back. Wal-Mart 
today has 2,700 stores in Amer- 
ica alone, employing 600,000 
people. Its global sales last 
year reached $l37bn or £84bn. 
(equivalent to more than a 
tenth of Britain's entire gross 
domestic product But Sam 
Mot kept its headquarters in 
a warehouse in Bentonville, 
Arkansas, 50 miles from the 
nearest interstate. He was an 
American originaL Which is 
why his methods may not flour- 
ish so easily here. 

You could conclude that 
Britain is ripe for Wal-Mart's 


match Coca-Cola, made Ger- 
many its first target in Eu- 
rope. The Germans, until 
recently saddled bylaws which 
dosed shops on Saturday af- 
ternoons, are retailers to make 
the even the much-maligned 
British look good. But in 14 
months, Wal-Mart has acquired 
WeriKauf and Interspar; two 
drains with 95 hypermarkets 
between them. Wfertkauf has 
stores similar in size and ap- 
pearance to the SuperC enters 
Wal-Mart is introducing in the 
US, emporia with 200,000sq ft of 
space, for the first time adding 
groceries to Wal-Mart’s tradi- 
tional range (making Wal-Mart 
one of the top five food retail- 
ers in the US, overnight). 

Britain could be the next 
bridgehead. But tbe transat- 
lantic invaders will not find it 
easy. Even in the US, where the 
discount market was increas- 
ingly saturated, Wal-Mart 
seemed to lose its way after the 
death of “Mr Sam". Today, with 
the growing success of the Su- 
perCenters and plans fora new 
generation of smaller in-town 
stores to mop up surviving 
high street competitors, the 
company is flourishing a gain 


In Britain, many basic con- 
ditions which help Wal-Mart at 
home simply do not apply. 
Roads are already dogged, and 
new ones are harder to build. 
The high cost of scarce landls 
one often-overlooked reason 
for those “rip-off*' prices paid : 
by the retail customer Planning - 
permission is difficult to obtain, 
and development doctrines; 
have turned against tire type of 
out-of-town hypermarkets in 
which Wal-Mart specialises. 
The half-dozen operating or 
under construction here are 
likely to be the last 

Reducing traffic and reviving 
the inner cities are the watch- 
words. Another watchword, un- 
fortunately, is recession. The 
US may defy gravity, but the 
British economy is stalling. 

For these reasons, if and 
when Wal-Mart does cross the 
Channel, it is unlikefy to set up 
from scratch, and Britain's 
green fields will be safe. It is 
likdy to repeat its tactics in Ger- 
many and buy existing chains, 
with Asda or Safeway widely 
tipped. Booker is a cash and 
cany chain that also could be 
in its sights. But even then 
there will be cultural obstades. 

Fbrall the current nostalgia 
for a smalltown America, 
crushed beneath the mega- 
stores' jackboot, not enough 
people are really care enough 
to halt the process. In Ed- 
wardsville they remember the 
downtown drugstores of a gen- 
eration ago, and shed small 
tears for places Kke Auerbach’s, 
the main street clothing store 
where the local hotshots used 
to go. But the suburbs, the 
malls and the Wal-Marts march 
relentlessly on. Across Ameri- 
ca there are thousands of Ed- 
wardsvilles. Britain is a nation 
of city dwellers, who wish we 
lived in the country. We moan 
about high prices but almost 
certainly will refuse to pay the 
price required to lower them. 

Fbr Wal-Mart and its like, Ed- 
wardsville, Illin ois, may Hava 
been a pushover. Edwardsville, 
Mid Glamorgan, would not be. 


I forgot we were mail order 


MY BIGGEST mistake was to 
lose sight of our core compe- 
tency and move into manufac- 
turing, after we had been going 
for seven years. A lot of our cus- 
tomers were asking for us to 
supply PCs; we sold software, 
printers, scanners, and it was 
the final piece of the jigsaw. 

I started out cold-trailing, 
knocking on doors on an in- 
. dustrial estate, selling anything 
to do with computers. After a 
year I found some really good 
software in America and start- 
ed to import it Then we grew 
into a mail-order company. 

In April 1997, we started 
building PCs. We had a cus- 
tomer base of around 300,000 
and 15 stores. Customers were 
asking us for PCs and we had 
two options: either to sell major 
brand names or build our own. 
We derided to build our own. 

We had a ready market, and 



we felt we weren't in any way 
diversifying from our core busi- 
ness - it was the same thing. 
From the customer's stand- 
point, it was, but what took us 
ages to realise was that we bad 
buDt this big company and what 
we were realty good at was mail 
order. There was probably 
more synergy in us selling golf 
products or perfume via mail 
order than manufacturing. 


Steve Bennett, 33.fincnded 
Sqftioare Warehouse in his 
eariy 20s after being made 
redundant from his job with a 
email computer dealer. His 
company, the UKs fastest 
growing over the past four 
years, now has 350 employees 
with an annual turnover of 
more fa an fioom. He has also 
written a book. 1 Serve to Win’, 
and is Launching a computer 
magazine, 'Internet Monthly* 


We sold quite a few comput- 
ers. about 1.000 a month, but we 
were spending a lot on mar- 
keting. Another thing we did 
wrong was that we didn't put a 

director on it at board leveL Wb 

shared responsibility and start- 
ed de- focusing from our core 
business. 

Ip January 1998 we had a 
board meeting and I wanted to 
Close it; others said we had to 


give it more of a chance. But by 
May, it was risking the whole 
ship. We were all focusing on 
getting manufacturing working. : 

You have this tan gib le you 
can see - the money you lose 
but there's also an intangible; 
the lost opportunities. In ihe 
end, we laid off 19 people. It was 
painful. In nine years, I had 
never had to make anyone re- : 
dundant Until you close it 
down, you can gloss it up as an 
investment The day you dose, 
you are writing off that money. 
But if we hadn’t I'm corwinced 
we wouldn’t have got back to 
the old strength. 

We stai launch subsidiaries 
hte. Internet Monthly. But we 
have taken an exis ting director 
• who has set it up as his own pro-, 
ject The rest of the board don't . 
need to get involved It stands 
on its own two feet 

Rachelle Thackray ' 
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byNaom i Marks & John Davison j 

T ^ie uncertainly that greeted the accession of 
Jonathan Harmsworth (right) to the chair of ? 
The Daily Mail and General Trust has passed. 
It’s very much business as usual at the media group, 
with share prices rising and now a place among the 
elite of the FTSE 100. But with its new-found 
status comes a nagging old question: can a 
multi-national company run along family lines X 
remain intact in the global media village? ? 
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or most companies, 
joining the elite ranks 
of the FTSE 100 share 
index, the Premier 
League of Britain’s 
blue chip companies, 
would be a cause for unqualified cel- 
ebration. But not necessarily so at 
Daity Mail and General IhBt, which 
achieved the accolade earlier this 
month. 

For Jonathan Harmsworth, the 
• young charmer who stepped into the 
hot seat last September after the 
- untimely death of his father; Lord 
Rothermere, achieving the stock 
martet valuation that qualifies him 
for the FTSE has a double edge. 

With it should come a top-drawer 
Gly following, dieapffl-cafMial and re- 
newed investor interest in the com- 
pany. But alongside these benefits 
there are also disciplines. And many 
of these are about the last thing that 
this last great British newspaper dy- 
nasty wants, or feels that it needs. 

It is a curious paradox that the 
group that owns tire Daily MaU, that 
bastion nf middlft-'EngjaTi d certainty, 
can itself appeartobeamass d con- 
tradictions. Ask senior journalists 
how they view Daily Mail and Gen- 
eral Trust (DMGT) and the res- 
ponse will nearly always come laced 
with admiration, albeit often grudg- 
ing. Here there is, they will say, a 
media owner with an uncanny 
knack of riding the Zeitgeist. 

Its papers have editorial budgets 
that most others can only dream 
about, and operates under the 
assumption that it can have what- 
ever or whoever it wants when it 
wants them. If there is a problem, 
money is thrown at it in a way that 
ran seem profligate, or like the 
actions of a spoilt child. But it is a 
policy which, while at odds with 
most Fleet Street thinking, seems 
unerringly to deliver. The facts 
■^seem to speak for themselves. 

•f Latest circulation figures show 
the usual modest but steady rises 
for both the Daily MaU and the MaU 
on Sunday. More significantly they 
demonstrate total domination of 
their respective markets. Whatever 

anyone may think of the products, 
together they are a great journalistic 
success story. Equally few in the 
City would argue with this picture. 
Last week the company posted 
record results, with operating 
profits up 34 per cent to £214m. 

Yet ask any authority on corpo- 
rate behaviour and the answer 
couldn’t differ more. DMGT is well 
out of kilter with the modem age, 
they say, pointing to the group’s 
archaic dual share structure which 
allows the founding Harmsworth 
famil y tn use shareholders’ cash 
without relinquishing any control 
With this comes a degree of shy- 
^ness, or downright secrecy, about 
'Operations which would oniy uor- 
maUy be associated with a private 
company. Alone among the big 

media groups it has no press office, 
for example. Interested journalists 
are directed to its corporate affairs 
office, itself run by a member of the 
family clan - \tyvyan Harmsworth, 
a cousin of the chairman. 

Most observers would agree, 
however; that in part this very 
closed family nature has been 
behind both the group’s recent suc- 
cess. a nd previous vulnerability. 

Tbe dynasty has its origins in the 
launch of the Dotty MaM in 1896 by 
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Founded: Roots go back co the 
1 896 bunch of the Daily Mail by 
Alfred Harmsworth, later Lord 
Norchcilffe (above). Incorporated 
1922. 

Divisions: Associated 
Newspapers, DMG New Media, 
Northcliffe Newspapers, 
Euromoney Publications, ' 
Harmsworth Media, DMG 
Information 
Employees: 14,000 
Marine capitalisation: £ 1 ,6bn 
Turnover: £1.4bn (up 18% on 
1997) 

Operating pro lit: £21 3.6m 
(up 34% on 1 997) 

Earnings per share: 135.ip 


the journalist and advent ur er Alfred 
Harmsworth, late: Lord Northcliffe. 
His great idea was to produce a 
newspaper for the then burgeoning 

middle rlassgs, and it is one that has 
guided the group ever since. 

While he provided the journalis- 
tic drive, his bixitherHanrid, the first 
Lord Rothermere, provided the 
business acumen. Within 20 years 
the fledgling empire of As soda ted 
Newspapers owned the world's 
largest stable of magazines and 
more than half the titles on Fleet 
Street - including The Times and 
The Daily Mirror. 

When Alfred died childless in 
1922, the succession passed to the 
Rothermere line, and Harold in 
turn handed it on to his third son, 
Esmond, on his death in 1940. The 
elder two brothers had been killed 
in the First World War 

Always the reluctant press baron 
whose real ambitions layin politics, 
Esmond presided over the appar- 
ently terminal decline of the group- 
A report commissioned in 1970 said 
that the Daily MaU could no longer 
compete with its arch rival the 
Daily Express. Losses on Associ- 
ated*^ three titles at the time - the 
MaU, the Doily Sketch and the 
Evening News were heading for 
£i4mayeac 

Esmond had begun to negotiate 
a merger with the Express, but 
when talks broke down he resigned 
and handed overto his son, Vere, the 

third Lord Rothermere. His re- 
launch of tiie Moil as a mid-market 
tabloid, increasingly aimed at the 
emerging market of younger 
women, laid the foundation for the - 
group's current success. 

The past 18 months, however 
have not been easy. Late 1997 saw 
the unexpected death of Sir David 
iawgKsh T the Mod's editor-in-chief. 
His working partnership with the 
third Lord Rothermere, winch 
spanned three decades, has always 

been seen as the basis of the revivaL 

Then, last September came the 


equalty unexpected death of Rather- 
mere himself So the dynasty fell 
prematurely into the hands of his 
son, the then 30-year-old Jonathan. 

Both deaths were followed by 
sharp drops in the DMGT share 
price. The last was fuelled by fears 
that the new Lord Rothermere, 
onty three years into his schooling 
in the ways of the company, was far 
from ready for the top job. 

However; under the steady hands 
of longtime chief executive, Charles 
Sin clair , the share price has, since 
last October; climbed back higher 
and higfaec The message to the City 
is dean it is business as usual. 

Entry into the company top 
league, however, brings with it 
unwelcome City scrutiny, where 
DMGTs corporate structure finds 
few friends. There are 100 million 
DMGT shares issued, and the 
Harmsworth family owns 80 per 
cent of the five million that come 
with voting rights. The present 
Lord Rothermere alone controls 
mere than 56 per cent of the G roup's 
voting shares. The onty other FTSE 
100 company to retain such a dual 
share structure is the merchant 
bank Schroders. (Interestingly, 
Charles Sinclair is also a non- 
executive director of Schroders) . 

S uch structures; “go against the 
principles of corporate gover- 
nance and well established 
practice in afl tbe developed world,” 
says Chris Baldry, manager of the 
voting issues service for the 
National Association of Pension 
Rinds. PIRC, the corporate gover- 
nance consultancy recently pro- 
duced a report highly critical of 
DMGT It states that though its di- 
rectors believe the company fully 
complies with the Cadbury Com- 
mittee’s code of best practice, PIRC 
has a number of reservations. 

On the dual share structure, Stu- 
art Bell, PIRC research director; is 
un compromising. “It’s unsustain- 
able that they should retain the po- 
sition,” he says. Yet retain it they wilL 


DMGT finance director Peter 
Williams. “A small number of 
institutional investors who will not 
buy our non-voting shares, but 
that’s their prerogative. It's caveat 
emptor” He adds: “Media seems to 
be a business where you can take 


Jonathan Harmsworth, the fourth 
Lord Rothermere, chairman DMGT 
Educated at Gordonstoun; Kent School, 
Connecticut, USA; and Duke University, 
USA. 

In 1993 Harmsworth joined Mirror Group 
where he gained valuable experience 
working in editorial, marketing and 
management. He was inducted into 
DMGT ways in the Group's regional 
newspaper arm, Northcliffe Newspapers, 
before becoming managing director of 
the Evening Standard in 1997. At 31, 
Harmsworth inherited his position five 
years before his father had planned. 
While he still has much to learn, he 
already wants to introduce a more 
dynamic approach into DMGT. 
Harmsworth keeps a low profile and has 
so far reAxsed all interview requests. He 
owns more than half the voting shares in 
the Group. Married with two children, 
one of whom is named Vere. 



Paul Dacre, executive director DMGT 
(above). Dacre joined the Daily Mail in 
1980 and progressed steadily through the 
ranks, becoming Evening Standard editor 
in 199L A year later he was made Daily 
Mail editor after The Times tried to 


poach him. Promoted to editor-in-chief of 
Associated Newspapers and elevated to 
the board in 1998, following tbe death of 
Sir David English. He is renowned as a 
demanding workaholic and is a devoted 
femily man. More reserved than Sir 
David was. he nonetheless commands 
huge respect across Fleet Street for both 
his newspaper and strategic vision skills. 
Aged SO. 

Charles Sinclair, chief executive DMGT. 
An accountant, Sinclair joined the group 
in 1975. the board in 1988 and was 
appointed chief executive in 1989. 
Described as relaxed and urbane and 
“not into power but into success". His is 
seen as an important guiding and 
steadying hand as the new Lord 
Rothermere finds his feet though another 
accountant, finance director Peter 
Williams, is the face DMGT presents to 
the City Aged 50. 


We’re not driven by the next set of 
results. If we need to invest in a 
product we will do that, even if it 
means hitting tbe earnings.” 

Friends of the new chair man 
say that fears about his prepared- 
ness for the task were themselves 
premature. They describe him as 
vay well tutored in the group - right 
from having managed a paper mfll 
in Canada - and to make his 
personal mark. Indeed they say he 
is more willing than his father to be 
seen as the power behind deci- 
sions, where the previous Lord 
Rothermere preferred to smile 
benignty in the background. 

With Claudia, his bright Oxford 
graduate wife, behind him and with 
a son of his own, the dynasty seems 
secure for the next generation. 
That is what you call kjng term plan- 
ning. Whether money will be spent 
on the newspapers with quite the 
same abandon could be interesting 
to watch. One friend described 
Jonathan as “slightly frugal” by 


nature. One story told is of how he 
turned up to a golf tournament 
without aqy balls to play with, on the 
assumption that someone else 
would be providing them. 

Pressure to change, analysts 
agree, is unKkety to come unless the 
Group hits hard times - and for a 
long time things have gone rather 
well It took 20 years for the MaU to 
overtake the Express after the 1971 
re-launch, but its position now 
appears unassailable. Even jour- 
nalists who disagree with its polit- 
ical position, and its owner’s 
intolerance of in-house union 
activity, commend the paper for its 
sheer professionalism and the 
golden touch of its editors. 

The third Lord Rothermere also 
launched tbe Mail on Sunday, now 
almost as impregnable as the daity. 
And the group succeeded in retain- 
ing its supremacy in London with 
the Evening Standard in the mid- 
Eighties by briefly resurrecting the 
long-dead Evening News in a dev- 
astatingty effective spoiling opera- 
tion against Robert Maxwell’s 
fledgling London Daily News. 

Perhaps his greatest achieve- 
ment, though, was in consolidating 


the Group, folding its national news- 
paper wing. Associated Newspa- 
pers, into DMGT which had beat, 
in essence, the personal invest- 
ment portfolio of the Rothermeres. 

Ridding DMGT of all its non- 
media stocks, the Group was trans- 
formed in the late Eighties into the 
coherent media company it is today 


A s well as its national papers, 
DMGT today includes 
Northcliffe Newspapers, the 
UK’s second biggest regional news- 
paper publisher; exhibitions, radio. 
Tdetext, and electronic data busi- 
nesses; a New Media diviaon pro- 
ducing mass-market internet sites 
and a majority shareholding in 
Euronwney Publications. Tbewfoole 
ship is run smoothly and without 
fanfare from its Kensington HQ. 

Even if the new Lord Rothermere 
is still something of an unknown 
quantity; there is much City faith in 
Mr Sinclair and Mr 'W illiams . One 


pragmatism when dealing with 
DMGT, preferring instead to extol 
the “extraordinary success” of its 
recent past. Ybu cannot fault the 
company’s profits record, he says. 


Laura Larghi, an analyst with 
Paribas, agrees that there can be 
few complaints about DMGTs per- 
formance now. but says the future 
is a different question, 
“Euromoney is the best part of 
the company. It realty is ajeweL But 
it’s just one part of the company. 
DMGT should be a bit more 
aggressive. They have the money 
and can fond other sources of prof- 
itability. The newspapers can grow 
organically but not much more.” 
Another analyst backs her and 
sqys acquisitions will be the key to 
toe group retaining its top ranking. 

One senior insider describes 
DMGT as traditionally “not entre- 
preneurial, just very very staid”, but 
says there are signs that toe new 
chairman may want to change that 
He believes toe group depends 
too much on one product (newspa- 
pers), and one market (the UK, and 
says DMGT must look to, other 
countries and activities. 

Electronic media, radio and 
exhibitions are among the areas the 
new Lord Rothermere is looking to 
for long-term growth. 

Recent acquisitions indude Why 
Publications and Radio Mercury. 


Peter Williams concedes that recent 
successes can be put down to the 
buoyant UK economy and the 
strength of advertising and admits 
that the pace cannot continue. 
Hence toe importance o! diver- 
sification. But he stresses that 
newspapers will remain the heart of 
the company. 

Next month's £Bm launch of 
Metro, a daity London free news- 
paper to be distributed at tube sta- 
tions, seems to confirm that picture. 

It win also be seen as the first real 
contribution of Jonathan to the 
groups fortunes - not least because 
he was one of the small group of five 
senior managers who decided to go 
with the project With a sudden 
change in editors of the title last 
week, and News faternational work- 
ing on a similar title, this is unlikely 

to prove easy terrain. 

Still, there has onty been one 
notable failure in recent years - that 
of the cable venture Channel One 
which folded late last year after foil- 
ing to achieve suffident subscrip- 
tions. Pressure from toe City for 
DMGT to change its quiet, old fash- 
ioned ways may still, therefore, be 
some time in coming. 
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THE PLAYER: CHRIS GREEN, CHIEF EXECUTIVE OI ; VIRGIN RAIL 


Right man to tackle ‘mission impossible’ 


THE LOGO on the si de of the com- 
puter-generated image erf the new till- 
ing train destined for Virgin’s West 
Coast main line says it alt “Mission 
Impossible 7 ’. Chris Green, the high- 
ffier who turned around three divi- 
sions of British Rail, has been hired 
to sort out problems at the country’s 
most unpopular train company 

Mr Green, 55, faces an uphill 
task. Virgin owns two of the most el- 
derly and problematic rail franchis- 
es. The West Coast line from London 
to Glasgow has had little work done 
cm it since it was electrified in the Six- 
ties. CrossCounby runs trains that 
connect all corners of the UK and 
cover distances of up to 800 miles, 
making them liable to delays. 

Last year the franchises attract- 
ed more passenger complaints than 
any other operator and the latest 
performance figures showed the 
flagship London-to-Glasgow ser- 
vice had the worst punctuality 
record in the country with almost 20 
per cent of trains running late. The 
letters columns of the national pa- 
pers are full of horror stories from 


passengers. Virgin is a butt of the na- 
tion’s jokes to an extent that only 
British Rail could rival 
The business probabtyreached its 
nadir at the Labour Party's annual 
conference when Virgin foiled to 
deliver party delegates to Blackpool. 
Richard Branson went on the radio 
to tell shocked listeners: “Vfe footed 
up, we fUcked up barfly." 

The appointment of Mr Green is 
a sign that Mr Branson is ctesperate 
to restore the reputation of the 
train business, whose performance 
threatens to undermine the Virgin 
brand Mr Green has been hired on 
a five-year contract with a two-fold 
mission - to deliver a markedly im- 
proved service on the existing net- 
work and ensure the £1 _8bn worth of 
new trains will be delivered on time. 
He should be qualified for both, as 
one insider praised his “exception- 
al" marketing ability and his track 
record on train procurement 
The first task looks the more chal- 
lenging. Mr Green said he would 
launch a “back-to -basics” strategy 
to improve punctuality. He has em- 


barked on a 100 -day mission to get 
views from staff and passengers 
about the way forward. “I want 
added professionalism in everything 
we da Whatever we do, let’s do it well 
and let’s get rid of those silty little 
mistakes that have annoyed cus- 
tomers. Running out of tea is just un- 
forgivable," he said “People have 
tai^thdr eye off the ball while mak- 
ing large train orders or contracting 
out work to third parties. We have 
to get back to basics. 

“It wIQ be a process of continuous 
improvement for the next few 
months. It is about getting the bor- 
ing details right I would hope to be 
able to show an improvement evety 
three months.” 

Virgin recently provoked an out- 
cry by increasing first-efoss feres to 
Manchester by 10 per cent and to 
Birmingham by I9per cent while of- 
fering better deals on tickets booked 
three days in advance. 

Mr Green said Virgin’s prices 
had been lower than otfaa* operators, 
but added: “I would not expect us to 
have higher prices." He had “four or 


BY PHILIP THORNTON 



five" new initiatives up his sleeve but 
said it was too early to go into de- 
tails as he onty offidalty took over the 
reins from Brian Barrett, who is re- 
tiring on Monday. 

Despite Virgin’s poor reputation, 
be said that onty so per cent of de- 
lays were caused by Virgin, with the 
rest down to other operators. Rail- 
track or acts of God Under the deal 
for the new tr ains, the train builder 
Alstom would take responsibility 
for the existing fleet under aconlraet 
that demanded a S3 per cent cut in 
delays due to tram feiiis. He insisted 
he wanted to build a new relation- 
ship with Railtrack, which is spend- 
ing £L2bn on the West Coast line, 
following recent arguments over 
who was to blame for foiling stan- 
dards. “Throwing rocks at each 
other may feel good Init it won’t strive 
a single problem.” 

The two new fleets of trains are 
the key to the long-term success of 
the Virgin rail business, which is now 
49 per cent owned by Stagecoach. 
About £1.2bn is being spent on a fleet 
of 53 140mph tilting trains for the 


Wbst Coast which will achieve 

the “holy grafl” of Glasgow in under 
four hours, said a spokesman The 
rest is being spent on 78 diesel 
trains for the Crosscountry route. 

Mr Green has been here before. 
From 1992 to 1994 he was managing 

director of Intercity, the profitable 
high-speed train business of BR 
that includes both Crosscountry 
and West Coast Ironically, the man 
in charge of the West Coast line at 
the time was Ivor Warburton, who 
resigned last week as director of 
business development Mr Green 
said the pair remained friends. 

His successes in turning around 
the fortunes of ScotRail and the cre- 
ation of the Network Southeast 
business led to him being hailed as 
the best chairman BR never had He 
quit in protest at the plans to break 
up the network at privatisation. His 
departure in 1995 for the top job at 
English Heritage took the industry 
by surprise. 

Observers say Mr Green's career 
with BR made him the right man for 
the top job at Virgin Rafl. One said: 


“He has an impressive track record. 
He is probably responsible for the 
procurement of more new trains 
during this period than any time 
since. His no-nonsense attitude and 
exceptional marketing ability is wide- 
ly believed to be a long-needed 
counter to some of the more disas- 
trous promotions dreamed upby Vir- 
gin's novice marketing people." 

Mr Green declined to reveal his 
pay package but he said he had been 
given a “fair dear by Mr Branson. 
He said he would have been inter- 
ested in the job of chairman of the 
Strategic Rail Authority the new 
body being set up by the Deputy 
Prime Minister. John Prescott, to 
regulate the railways. 

However, it is unlikely he would 
have been accepted for the post fol- 
lowing a Commons Public Accounts 
Committee report last year that 
said he was unfit to hold public of- 
fice. This followed his high-profllede- 
parture from English Heritage amid 
accusations of inaccurate expenses 
claims. However, there was no sug- 
gestion of any fraud. 


BOOK OF THE WEEK 


The alchemy of 
growth 

by Mehrdad Baghai, 

Stephen Coley and 
David White 
Orion Business, £20 

THE COMPUTER indus- 
try is known for its abili- 
ty to give those operating 
in it the thrills and spills 
of a roller-coaster ride. 

But even by those stan- 
dards, the experience of 
the US company Com- 
paq in the early Nineties 
looks extreme. A 25 per 
cent sales rise in 1990 became a 9 per cent foil in 1991 
and operating income halved The company slashed 12 
per cent of its workforce and replaced the chief execu- 
tive and co-founder; Rod Canion. 

His replacement Eckhard Pfeiffer, led a drastic re- 
structure - reducing costs, speeding product develop- 
ment and extending the product line to compete with the 
“clones” of IBM-compatible personal computers that had 
transformed its marketplace. According to Mehrdad 
Baghai, Stephen Coley and David White, the three McK- 
insey & Co management consultants who are the authors 
of The Alchemy qf Growth, Mr Pfeiffer was “earning the 
right and building his team’s resolve to grow". 

Citing his introduction of a “performance culture" 
making managers strictly accountable and highly re- 
warding high performers, they credit him with an im- 
pressive turnaround by the end of 1992 - so creating the 
conditions fora growth curve that saw sales rise 45 per 
cent and net income grow at 58 per cent ayear between 
1992 and 1996. The graphic story is seen as an illustra- 
tion of bow companies lose the ability to grow. “The right 
and the resolve to grow are preconditions for success 
in the pursuit of growth,” say Baghai Coley and White. 

But it is not that simple. The authors cite Reynolds 
& Reynolds, a company facing increasing competition 
at the low-margin end just as it focused on more valu- 
able products and systems. A new chief executive con- 
centrated on a handful of customer markets and built 
“leadership positions" in them to stabilise operating in- 
come. Managers talk of this need to concentrate on sev- 
eral things at once as “keeping balls in the air”. 

But since the authors are management consultants, 
they have developed a concept, “the three horizons of 
growth". This is a “three-stage pipeline” seen as use- 
ful in allowing distinctioas between the “embryonic, emer- 
gent and mature phases of a business's life cycle". 

Horizon z involves extending and defending core busi- 
nesses - and is seen as vital for generating the cash 
resources for growth. Horizon 2 covers building emerg- 
ing businesses - the fast-moving, entrepreneurial ven- 
tures in which a concept is taking root or growth 
accelerating. Horizon 3 contains “the seeds of tomor- 
row's businesses - options on future opportunities". 

The problem is that, though the three horizons pay 
off over different time frames, when they pay off has lit- 
tle to do with when they require management attention. 
Accordingly, the authors say, managers must deal with 
them all concurrently. 

Tills is a typical consultants' attempt to mystify what 
is fundamentally obvious. Any manager who had the time 
to think would believe he or she had to pay attention to 
coming up with ideas at the same time as ensuring that 
existing business chugged along as well as possible. 

But in throwing light on the mechanics of growth, the 
book is likely to prove highly valuable. Indeed, most peo- 
ple are so convinced that growth is “a good thing" that 
they have forgotten that not all growth is profitable. 

The McHnsey team point to how Nokia in the Eight- 
ies diversified into a whole range of industries only to 
come unstuck. Significantly, the company's spectacular 
growth in recent years has come through concentrat- 
ing on a particular market and coming up with innova- 
tive ways of serving it. 

Roger Trapp 


TOP TEN BUSINESS BOOKS 


1 

The Little Booh of Calm at Work 

Paul Wilson (Penguin) 

£2.50 

2 

Losing My Virginity 

Richard Branson (Virgin) 

£20 

3 

The Crisis of Global Capitalism 

George Soros (Utile. Brown) 

£17.99 

4 

Business Studies For You 

David Needham & Robert Dransfidd 
(Stanley Thornes) 

£13.50 

5 

The One-Minute Manager 

Kenneth Blanchard & Spencer Johnson 
(HarperColllns) 

£5.99 

6 


EIO.99 

7 

The Hungry Spirit 

Charles Handy (Arrow) 

£7.99 

8 

i 

£13.99 

9 



G A Cole (Letts) 

El 2.95 

10 

The Mlbert Principle 
Scott Adams (Boxrree) 

£6.99 
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A WEEKLY SURVEY IN WHICH MARKET LEADERS PICK THEIR MARKET LEADER 


Who’s doing the business 

in. . . advertising? 


Chris Powell 

Chairman, BNP DDB 
The person I am most 
impressed with in the adver- 
tising industry is Jeremy Bui- 
more wh o is non-executive 
partner at WPP He came to the 
top via tiie creative ladder 
which is the very best route in 
my opinion because if you can 
write and do your own ads you 
are practically on your way to 
being a one-man agency. But 
anyway, my reason to choosing 
Jeremy is simple. Fbrme he is 
more insightful than anyone 
else in the industry. 

Stevie Spring 

Managing Partner, 

Young and Rubicon ■ 
Maurice Saatcfai because he 
has effected the most spectac- 
ular growth of an agency in 
memory. He was the driving 
force behind the “revenge" cre- 
ation of the. M&C Saatchi 
agency. Onty someone with his 
focus could have done this; he 
sat back and thought “I want to 
number among the top 10 agen- 
cies in the UK; I want admira- 
tion." He fixed his sights on 
growth at whatever cost and he 
achieved it. He's up front and 
he’s in your face. Ybu just can’t 
fail to admire him and the feet 
that in four years M&C Saatchi 
has gone from scratch to a 
place in our top ten agencies is 
a testament to his abilities. 

Brett Gosper 

Chief Executive. 

Euro RSCG Wnek Gosper 
The two people who stand out 
in the advertising business at 
the moment are Mark Wnek, 
who is our executive director; 
and Robin Wight who is the 
chairman of WCRS. I have 
picked these two in particular 
because they share a quality 
which is fantastically useful in 
the business these days - they 
are what I would term “hybrid" 
advertising people. There tends 
to be a sharp distinction 
between those who work on the 
creative side and those who 
work on the business side. For 
me, these two men have man- 
aged to combine both creative 
strategy and business acumen. 
It really is a fantastically rare 
combination. With their busi- 
ness sense, flair and strategic 
tendencies, they could be one 
man advertising agencies. 

Mark Lund 

Managing Director, 

Delaney Fletcher BozelL 
There have been three seminal 
figures in advertising. I should 
probably start by naming Bill 
Bernbach who was in adver- 
tising in the Fifties and Sixties 
in America, These were the 
days when advertising was po- 
lite. Bill brought the voice of 
Jewish New York into the head- 
lines. He introduced a manner 
of appealing to the consumer 
which was short, punchy and 
catchy. Rather than having the 
voice of an estate agent, 
advertising was given the lan- 
guage of the sandwich bar. He 
created a whole new mood and 
introduced a refreshing imme- 
diacy to advertising. 

Second I would pick Frank 
Lowe. He wasagroundbreaker 
in advertising because he 


founded the belief in the UK 
that creative work was worth 
fighting foe. Rather than fol- 
lowing to the letter the client’s 
demands, Frank thought it was 
vital to respect the integrity of 
the artefact Although he was 
ultimately doing the client's 
work he thought it was impor- 
tant to realise that the client 
doesn't always know best Fbr 
example the client could decide 
that they wanted the smallest 
thing changed but Frank 
realised it would affect the 
entire balance of a campaign if 
even the smallest detail was 
changed. He was the first apos- 
tle of the advertiser as expert 
Finally, there’s David Abbott 
of Abbott Mead and Vickers. 
TWenty years ago, David Abbott 
brought a middle-class sensi- 
bility to advertising. David 
believed that quality was worth 
looking at with a certain degree 
of intelligence and respect For 
example, the supermarket 
campaign always used to be 
based on the pile it high, sell it 
cheap mentality But David 
said no, let’s do it another way 
and focused on aspects such as 
the variety and quality of food 
' available- H5s wasn't an entirety 
polysyllabic form of advertising 
but it was more so than previ- 
ously. It's implicit in his ads for 
Sainsbury’s, BT and Volvo 
among other things. But to 
reiterate, the important aspect 
of David’s attitude to 
adverting was that he insisted 
on a respect for the people to 
whom he was talking. 

Michael Greenlees 

Chairman. TBWA 
I'd like to single out two people 
in particular. First is Michael 
Baulk who is chief executive 
with AMV. I admire him par- 
ticularly for the manner in 
which he was able to step into 
a situation where he was suc- 
cessor to the hugely successful 
legacy of David Abbott and to 
achieve it with enormous suc- 
cess. It’s never easy to be a suc- 
cessor and he managed it His 
business acumen is also a rea- 
son to single him out He has 
balanced the seemingly con- 
flicting ingredients in adver- 
tising - management and 
creativity and he has married 
these two criteria to great 
effect I also have to mention 
Martin Boase of BMP He has 
achieved 30 years of excellence 
with seemingly effortless ease. 
He has built a culture which has 
stood the test of time and he's 
done this thanks to his clear vi- 
sion and lightness of touch. He 
managed to create a working 
environment in which there is 
a single-minded clarity re- 
garding the agencies inten- 
tions. It is thanks to him that 
BMP is one of the most suc- 
cessful agencies, and Agency of 
the Year. 

Amanda Walsh, 

Managing Director. 

Walsh, Trott, Chick, Smith 
John Webster would be my 
choice. At the moment he’s at 
BNP where he used to be Cre- 
ative Director. He has created 
some of the greatest advertis- 
ing campaigns I have ever 
seen. He’s BNP’s secret 
weapon - innovative, o riginal 



Maurice Saat c hi: Regarded by his peers as their most formidable business rival 


and brilliant. Crea fives are ab- 
solutely vital to advertising 
agencies because you live or die 
by yoizr creativity- it’s what the 
clients can't do themselves. An 
advertising agency simply can- 
not be successful without suc- 
cessful rampaigns and your 
campaigns are designed by 
your area fives, at the heart of 
the agency. 

David Kershaw 

Partner. MfiC Saatchi 
Maurice Saatchi is a seminal 
figure in advertising. He utter- 
ly changed the landscape of the 
advertising business. Actually 
rd say both Maurice and 
Charles. They were the first to 
create a really big agency 
which was creatively out- 
standing. Before the Saaichis 
arrived on the landscape we 
had cither British boutique 
agencies or buge and boring 
multinational companies. The 
ftaatchis enabled toe advertis- 
ing agency to take the best of 
both worlds: they combined 
the independence ami flexibil- 


ity of the small company with 
the sfee of the multinational 
Their move allowed lots of very 
good big agencies to flourish. 
The Saatchis really did break 
the mould; thanks to their en- 
trepreneuriaiism they were 
able to smash toe orthodox 
pattern of the old-style agency 
which was too constrictive for 
this business. They see nothing 
wrong in being aggressively 
creative and complement each 
other perfectly. 

Andy Law 

Chairman, St Lukes 
I'm not sure if my cboice of- 
adman is realty legitimate, as 
I don’t think he’s still alive. 
But toe most interesting person 
I’ve seen in advertising has 
been Bill Bernbach \yho was 
working m the Fifties in Amer- 
ica. I choose him because he 
turned his back on toe con- 
ventions of the advertising 
industry. He took toe derision 
to put toe art directors and the 
copywriters together to create 
toe first ever creative team, a 


system is still operational. It 
offered us a whole new organ- 
isational model which was truly 
inspiring. It would be more dif- 
ficult for me to name someone 
who is around these days, as 
advertising has become Car too 
conventinnaL Everyone lives in 
their cosy advertising world; 
there are fewer and fewer 
Independent agencies around 
as they are all being bought by 
the global conglomerates in 
the pursuit of shareholder 
value. And there are no more 
creative risk takers. However, 
if you were to force my hand, Td 

have to say Martin Sorrell 

who is the chairman of WPP He 
has a steady hand on a large 
corporate tiller. 

Martin Sorrell 

Chairman, WPP 
David Ogilvy impresses rhe 
most out of those in toe adver- 
tising business at the moment 
He is exceptional because he 
started out in advertising at the 
age of 40 which is difficult 
enough to do but he went over 


Steve Morgan 

and was a tremendous suc- 
cess in toe US market There 
are very few people in our busr 
ness who have broken into and 
made a success of themselves 
in that particular market I 
think the main reason he was 
able to do this was thanks to Us 
vision. One of the first realty im- 
portant things he spotted was 
the Internet's potential. He 
also has personality, which fa 
vital - he’s not just a mao in 8 
suit and he's not just a “suit” be 
has bridged the gap between 
the creative and the suit He is 
successful, forceful, interests 
and determined. 

Maurice Saatchi 

Partner. M&C Saatchi, 

The people I a dmin * must in file 
industry are my joint chief 
executives Moray MacLen- 
nan and Nick Hurrefl. As far 
as I'm concerned they are toe 
best I know in the advertising 
industry; they know the most 
about advertis ing. 

INTERVIEWS BY 

sally chatterton 
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Wisdom of old can be bad for your wealth 


I n general, 1 ' declared \foltaire 
more than 200 years ago 
*^e art of gcwerxmient con- 
sists in taking as much 
money as possible from one 
party of the citizens to give to an- 
other" . Anyone who doubts the 
wisdom of this statement needs 
look no further than the business 
of the National Debt. 


For decade after decade, suc- 
cessive governments have bor- 
rowed money from their citizens In 
order to plough the proceeds into 
more or less dubious ventures, 
from war to make-work, buy-vote 
schemes of little enduring value. 

The long-term figures teD a grim 
and mostly unremitting stay If you 
had lent £100 to the Government in 
1918, by buying what still goes 
under the gloriously euph emist ic 
name of gilt-edged stock, your cap- 
ital would today have a purchasing 
power of precisely £3.86. 

Had you pot the same amount of 

money into the stock market in 
1918, your capital would today be 
worth £100L60 in real (inflation-ad- 
justed) terms. In other words, while 


committing your savings to the 
private sector would have grown 
the value of your money 10 times 
in real terms over the last 80 years, 
those who lent their savings to the 
Government instead have seen 96 
per cent of their capital wiped out 

No wonder that Dr Johnson 
opined that patriotism was the last 
refuge of the scoundrel. 

Inflation of course is the big stick 
that wipes out value in the gilt- 
edged market. Because the 
coupons (interest payments) an 
government stock are fixed in ad- 
vance, any change for the worse in 
the value of money works to the ad- 
vantage of the issuer by eroding the 
value of the amount he owes. 

it took nearly 30 years of disas- 
trous postwar inflationary experi- 
ence for the last generation to 
learn quite how stupid it was to lend 
money to an institution (govern- 
ment) which has at the same 
abrogated to itself the power to de- 
value the currency in which it has 
borrowed. 

It is no surprise that those who 
suffered the indignity of awing 


their savings wiped out in real 
terms should largely have sworn 
never to lead to the Government 
again. Yet the trouble, as so often 
in matters financial, is that those 
who five in the past are condemned 
to repeat the mistakes of their pre- 
decessors. 

Any investor who today turns his 
back on government stock, or 
other fixed-interest securities, is 
risking just as much by not in- 
vesting in that medium as his or 
her parents did when they opted 
to entrust their savings to the 
capricious care of the state all 
those years ago. 

The latest annual historical sur- 
vey of equity and gilt returns by 
Barclays Capital, just released, 
underlines quite how dramatical- 
ly the equation has changed in the 
last decade. Fbr headline writers, 
the big feature of the 1990s in in- 
vestment terms has been the con- 
tinued dramatic strength of the 
world's stock markets. 

Last year was the eight time in 
IQ years that shares have pro- 
duced double digit returns - a 
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It cook nearly 30 
years of disastrous 
post-war inflationary 
experience for the last 
generation to learn 
quite how stupid it 
was to lend money to 
the Government 


record of sustained bullishness 
that is unmatched by any previous 
decade in the last 2QQ years. 

Yet the market performance 
which in truth deserves most at- 
tention in the 1990s is not the 
gravity-defying behaviour of the 
stock market - which is dearly op- 
erating at an unsustainable level 
pf overvaluation - but that of the 
bond markets. 

One hundred pounds invested in 
gilts in 1990, according to Credit Su- 
isse First Boston, would today be 
worth £243 in real terms; the same 
amount invested in equities would 
be worth £275. 

Allowing for transaction costs 
and taxes (both effectively higher 
on shares than gilts), there is no 
doubt that gilts have been at least 
as good an investment as shares 
- and this, remember in an equi- 
ty bull market of epic proportions. 
The message becomes even dear- 
er when you look at the risk side 
of the equation. 

Fbr some years now, every time 
a computer has been asked to 
crunch the numbers and produce 


an optimal portfolio, measuring 
returns an different classes of 
asset against their perceived risk, 
it has come up with the conclusion 
that most investors should 
have a 100 per cent weighting in 
shares. 

However, all these optimisation 
exercises make the classic boffin's 
error of inputting historical rather 
than forward-looking data for re- 
turns and asset volatility. 

If you look forward rather th.in 
back, and adjust for risk in a world 
where inflation and interest rates 
continue to foil it does not require 
a first dass degree to realise which 
class of investment has actually 
been riskier. 

In fed the latest optimisation ex- 
ercise carried out by Barclays Cap- 
ital gives a prominent place to 
gilts. 

Fbr all but the highest risk tak- 
ers. it suggests, even an investor 
blessed with too per cent foresight 
should have put at least 40 per cent 
of his portfolio into gilts and/or cash 
rather than betting everything he 
had on the overvalued equity mar- 


ket. Among the most impressive 
performances of the gilts market 
last year was the strong showing of 
War Loan. 

The price of War Loan rose in 
1993 and now trades at 76p in the 
pound, an event which it is safe to 
say few experts ever thought they 
would live to see. Now War Loon 
is one of the best performing in- 
vestment classes of the year (per- 
haps. if yields continue to Call, even 
in danger of being redeemed, which 
would be something, i 

Nevertheless, its dramatic price 
recovery is a pointed reminder 
that those who warn to maximise 
their investment returns must al- 
ways ignore yesterday's conven- 
tional wisdom in favour of on open 
mind about what might happen 
next. 

At the risk of generalising, noth- 
ing is usually more injurious in your 
wealth than to listen to the wise 
words of previous generations, 
their assumption being that the fu- 
ture would be altogether like the 
past, which of course it never is - 
as even Voltaire knew. 



Should you invest 
in... telecoms? 


I S THERE sttH growth rathe 
telecoms sector? Many pro- 
fessional investors think- so. 
“Telecoms was a sector that 
performed exceptionally wen 
in 1998, as investors perceived the 
growth potential of an industry sub- 
ject to liberalisation,” said David 
Harbage, a sector analyst with Bar- 
clays Stockbrokers. The three best 
per fo rm er s in the FTSE in 1998 were 
telecoms companies- Colt Ttelecom, 
Orange and Ttelewest." 

Ian Lance, of Gartmore’s UK in- 
vestment team, said: “We are keen 
on the sector in the UK and Europe 
for three reasons - firstly because 
there are phenomenal rates, of - 
growth in -data transmission, seC; / 
oadty. the grov^ potential of mobile 
phones and, finally the move to 
global consolidation, as shown by the 
announcements concerning BT and 
AT&T and Vodafone and Airtouch.” 
The fond management house 
Johnson Fiy recently launched a 
unit trust specialising in global tele- 
coms companies. Richard Neill, a 
trust manages said.-'There is pric- 
ing pressure, but growth should be 
sufficient to allow fin: this.” 

Growth is the name of the game, 
and two names recur; the giants BT 
and Vodafone. An thea Gaukrogex; a 


BY KIERAN ROOT 


telecoms analyst at the stock broker 
Greig Middleton, said: “BT has just 
had very good third-quarter results. 
This was due partly to the increased 
use of the Internet 
“The Internet now accounts for 
15 per cent of all call minutes and 
BT thinks that could rise to 25 per 
centnextyeac This is what sent ^Ts 
share price soaring last week." 

' Mr Lance agrees. “BT will ben- 
efit from the growth of data traffic 
and mobile phones. Big global com- 
panies want telecom firms to cany 
calls around the world on their own 
networks. That is the reason why the 
B'FAT&T lmk-up is so attractive.*: * 
Mr Harbage said: “BT is reason- 
ably valued. It has a good income 
stream and it pays a dividend that 
wQl grow in future." 

BT also has 60 per cent of Cell- 
net, with Securicor holding the rest 
“The DTI have said that BT can 
buy an of it- a bid is inevitable,” Mr 
Harbage said. Ms Gaukroger is cau- 
tious. “BT were back-pedalling on 
that last wedcBTs share price has 
been exceptionally strong and you 
have to ask whether all this good 
news really justifies trading on 30 
times earnings for the year to March 


1999. We rate BT as an attractive 
stock, rather than an outright buy.” 
She is bullish about Vodafone. “The 
Ibdafone/Airtouchdealisagoodone 
as Vodafone previously had no ex- 
posure to US," she said 
“And there is a good fit in Europe. 
The deal enables Vodafone to in- 
crease “roaming revenues’ -UK sub- 
scribers roaming into Europe and 
Continental European users roam- 
ing into the UK” 

Mr Harbage said “Vodafone/ Air - 
touch is now a major global player 
Its shares will be well supported by 
index fund managers tracking the 
iPTSE, becwiseffiBywillhave to dou- 
ble their stakes." 

A similar process could affect the 
networkprovidei; Ffoei gia “With Eki- 
ergis now bemg given a free float it 
will almost certainty enter the FTSE 
in March,” Mr Harbage said. 

There are good reasons for look- 
ing positively on the new breed of 
telecoms companies that provide 
state-of-the-art call networks. 

Mr Lance said: “We advise our 
fund managers to be under-invest- 
ed in the big former state-owned net- 
works, with a bias towards smaller, 
new entrants. 


“Newcomers are either building 
their own networks, or where they 
are using established networks, the 
regulators have ensured that usage 
costs are low. On this basis, our funds 
have invested in the likes of Colt 
Telecom, Energjs and GTS " 

Mr Neill, of Johnson Fry said: “Vfe 
are selectively looking at the new 
breed of carriers, such as GTS. 

“They have constructed a pan- 
European network of fibre optics. 
Over five years, they reckon their 
network could carzy 20 times the 
current value of all European net- 
works.” 

Ofthe “big three" established UK 
telecoms companies, Cable & Wire- 
less is the potential laggard. 

Mr Harbage said. “In five years 
it will be a very different company. 
It’s already hived off or floated a lot 
of its businesses and it would be very 
attractive to a large US provider 
which wanted to expand operations 
in the Far East" 

Is the world not really Orange? 
“Orange is a pure UK operator and 
it doesnt make money, although it 
wdU do in 18 months,” Mr Harbage 
said. “It has good technology but it’s 
a pure play on the UK mobile tele- 
phone sector and not the most at- 
tractive share because of this.” 



SHARI: WATCH 


BARCLAYS BANK shares are 
worth £18, according to 
Warburg Dillon Read, and 
Dresdner Kleinwort Benson 
also recommend the stock 
following the results which 
turned out better than expected 
yesterday. But some analysts 
remain concerned about how 
the bank will tackle the 
continuing need to reduce 
operating costs. NatWest Bank 
is favoured by HSBC Securities 
and SG Securities, hoping for 
good figures and possible bid 
developments. 

BOOTS SHARES are tipped by 
the broker WestLB Panmure, 
which see them reaching £10 in 
the near future on foe back of 
improving profits and 
resistance to a possible 
recession. Reqtokil, the fast- 
growing cleaning services 
giant is tipped by Scbroders. 

HADEN MACLELLAN, foe 
process engineers, is tipped by 
Albert E Sharp, who now rates 
the shares a “buy” at current 
prices after this week’s profit 
warning, which was blamed on 
accounting problems in the 
paint division. 

ORANGE, THE high-flying 
telecom company, is nowa “sell" 
according to brokers CSFB, 
concerned that the shares have 
been over-hyped in the recent 
rush fbr telecoms stocks. The 
shares have come off the top but 
have still tripled from their low 
point in the past year. 


No Pain, No Gain: Our Man's portfolio 


Shares with appeal for private investors 




reaT deal of rubbish is 
ten about investing in the 
b market There is a ten- 
y in some quarters to pre- 
share dealing as an acute 
we understood only by the 
sen few. Yet buying and 
□g shares is a relatively 
>le exercise which is 
iteting a growing army of 
fi-time followers. 

[any of foe early-retired 
> developed share trading 
a lucrative hobby, swelling 
ranks of foe private 
stor. The growth of execu- 

■only stockbrokers as well 

ie continuing wellbeing of 
y of foe smaller, estati- 
;d stockbroking firms is 
to the increasing array of 
n shareholders. Over the 
ks ahead, I wifi be attemp- 
to assemble a portfolio of 

es wifo particular appeal to 

jrivate investor. 

here are two prime types of 
e investor - those who are 
.JL .4-V.n 44im11eand 


m to establish a 
portfolio which 
j stand them in 


Its ^icuawu- 

isligned punten 
ctorinanymar- 
a gambler, mov- 
of situations. 


ie longer-term 

■ J Ja IlIC 


tuse he foils to 
i paying a fund 
foe job for him. 
agers do not in- 
£ and one can 
awflderment at 


foe problem 


that many investments groups 
are now so big they can hardly 
avoid getting caught up in 
investments they later regret 

Their tendency to stick to the 
100 Footsie constituents is 
understandable, but it seems 
that, after ignoring the 
undoubted value on the mar- 
ket's undereard for years, a few 
have recently ventured forth 
among foe tiddlers. 

Anyone building a portfolio 
should have three categories of 
investment - blue chips, mid 
caps, small caps and adventure 
shares. As foe portfolio pro- 
gresses there will invariably be 
a fourth category - shares 
which should have been sold. 

Blue chips should stand the 
test of time. Despite various set- 
backs - some now see the 1987 
crash a mere blip- they have 
enjoyed a relentless advance 
over the past 20 years. 

Even a perennial under-per- 
fonner like Allied Domecqbas 
shown some return. It has 

moved ahead, gpmgfrwnSOp in 

1979 to around 450p. Last year 
it touched 634p. There were, of 
course, many better invest- 





DEREK 

Pain 


meats but, excluding inflati on, 
there is still a profit and foe 

drinks group has paid increas- 
ing dividends over foe years. 

I think aqy portfolio should 
have a handful of blue chips 
which are more or less regar- 
ded as fixtures. Anyone start- 
ing a build-up- should think 
about a modest interest in the 
high-flying drug and telecom 
sectors, but might feel that in 
10 years' time imperial Chem- 
ical Industries and Marks & 
Spencer will look in better 
shape than they do now. 

M the historic evidence sug- 


ALLIED DOMECQ 



gests they will, although both 
may yet have to hit their low 
points. An electronics group, 
like GEC. and a utility like 
Thames Water; should also fea- 
ture. Entries from the mid and 
small cap categories should be 
given a rather less permanent 
status. They should be looked 
at as long-term holds but there 
must be a willingness to chop 
and change, taking a profit or 
accepting a loss. 

Adventure stocks often lurk 
deep on the under-card - bright 
hopefuls, recovery situations or 
spots which the rest of the 
investment community may 
have missed. 

The fourth category should 
not exist but I bet it wilL Tbo 
many small investors are slow 
to sell. They fall in love with 
shares and eventually it 
becomes too late for them to 
make any realistic sell derision. 

An example is Ronson. 
Floated as a brewery at SOp, it 
got to around SOp and now 
bumps along at less than a 
penny. No shareholder from 
the days when the shares were 
above SOp should still be.in the 


RONSON 



luxury goods group which Vic- 
tor Kiam is attempting to turn 
round. Yet quite a few still are. 

Eac h week in this column I 
hope to put forward invest- 
ment suggestions which will 
appeal to - and more impor- 
tantly make money for - the 
small investor. Any investor 
knows that money will be lost 
whether he takes the long- 
term view or loves a punL The 
portfolio trick is to let profits run 
and cut losses. 

This is easier said than done 
but careful selection and more 
importantly a broad mix of 
investments should ensure a 
profitable outcome. 

After all, investment or unit 
trusts are merely a version of 
pick-and-xnix. By using an 
execution-only broker; a small 
investor, with around £30,000, 
should be able to bufld a bal- 
anced portfolio and a good re- 
turn can be achieved with quite 
a lot less than that 

But beginners beware. The 
stock market takes no prison- 
er Market professionals think 
they know kail and love to take 
inexperienced shareholders for 
a ride. The old fashioned 
“ramp" is alive and well and 
lurking to entrap the unwary. 

I have been covering City 
affitirs since 1958 and I hope to 
avoid such pitfalls by creating 
a wide-ranging portfolio. Build- 
ing a portfolio is a long-tens 
game and, as they say in the 
advertisements, shares can go 
up as well as down. 

But, as I have indicated, the 
long-term market move has 
been upwards and! see no rea- 
son, allowing for the inevitable 
occasional hiccup, why it 
should not continue. 



2001 

is approaching 



(at a surprising rale) 

S9% APR fned me mil mril 2Mi 

That's two years of spending power, with a credit limit of up to £10.000. 

You can make big savings" if you transfer existing higher rate credit card balances or even simply 
enjoy a year long millennium parly. 

And in April 2001 the rate will be variable and you will typically pay an interest rate of 13.5% APR 
It's sure lo be the start of great things with a great card! 

Call to apply or to remiest an information pack 

0800 052 52 52 

and oiwte2155-1 70 
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Equities 


remain 

long-term 

gamble 


THE OLD SAW that the value of a 
share can rise as well as fall has 
never been as apparent as in the 
past few months. 

Share prices have fallen and 
risen wildly, often in the space of a 
week, leaving many investors, large 
or small unsure as to whether now 
is the right time to plough more of 
their hard-earned cash into the 
stock market. 

Of course, we can all agree that 
over a long period of time it makes 
sense to invest in equities. But for 
many, there is still that fear of a 
looming stock market crash to hold 
us back. 

After all what happens if you 
invest on a Monday and by Friday 
the value of your holding has gone 
down by 10 per cent 

Tb take that argument further; if 
the markets really are so volatile at 
the moment wouldn't it make sense 
to hold off for a few months more 
rather than pump money into equi- 
ties immediately? 

There are a number of issues to 
look at here. First it is important to 
understand what kind of risk you are 
running when investing in equities. 

There is “specific'’ risk involved 
in taking a risk with an individual 
company. Clearly, if you pick the 
wrong one to buy shares in and it 
turns out to be badly run, or the sec- 
tor it operates in is going through a 
lean spell then the company's share 
price may falL 

This is why it almost always 
makes sense to invest in a portfolio 
of shares, so that any risk may be 
spread out 

Alternatively, pooled funds, such 
as unit trusts or investment trusts, 
achieve the same effect placing 
your money with that of many thou- 
sands of other investors. 

The money bigs shares in hun- 
dreds of companies, so that if one or 
two go belly-up. the fund itself won't 


BY NIC Cicimi 

Personal Finance Editor 

be too badly hit There is also “mar- 
ket” risk to bear in mind. This is 
where no matter how many other- 
wise sound companies you invest in, 
you wm be clobbered by a “bear mar- 
ket”. 

This is where there are more buy- 
ers than sellers of equities: the op- 
tions here are usually either to 
hang in there and wait for the 
maiket to recover, or sell at a loss. 

There is a third option too: that 
of seeing that a fall also offers a buy- 
ing opportunity. The lower prices 
are, the higher they will rise when 
a recovery occurs. 

Of course, a canny investor might 
prefer to wait until the moment 
when the market has Men to its low- 
est point before entering the mar- 
ket Does this make sense? 

In theory it does. The problem lies 

in pWnng Hip pwrt mnmprtf In invest: 

Fidelity, the large US fond manage- 
ment group, carried out research on 
the period between the end of 
December 1986 and the end of 
December 1997, an ll-year period 
Fidelity's research over the pe- 
riod shows that the FTSE AD Share 
index delivered annualised returns 
of 14.8 per cent 

But if you had missed out the 10 
best days' growth over those 11 
years, the annualised growth would 
have been 10.7 per cent 

Missing out on the best 40 days 
over the same 11 years would have 
delivered returns of just 5.2 percent 
In other words, investment per- 
formance, while positive over the 
period, rose in a series of spurts. 

Missing out on an average of less 
than four days’ growth a year would 
have cut the average annual per- 
formance to almost one third 
A canny investor might agree 
with this but still hopes to get the in- 


Investing For Growth 
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For many the fear of a looming stock market crash is enough to hold back from investing in shares. But, as in climbing a 
mountain, it is important to understand the risks when investing in equities Steve Peokectn 


vestment period right Again, 
Fidelity’s researchers looked at the 
performance of the MSCI index 
(another way of measuring share 
prices) between the end of 1969 and 
31 December 1997. 

The study was based on three 
hypothetical investments made on 
the same day each year -at the high- 
est point in the market (suggesting 
a poor investment strategy), at the 
low point (a “good'’ strategy) and at 
the arbitrary investment date of 1 
January each year (how most of us 
are likely to invest). 


At the end of this 27-year invest- 
ment period, researchers calculated 
the anmialispH returns on each in- 
vestment date. 

Here are the returns: high point, 
15.12 per cent; low point 17.12 per 
cent; 1 January, 16.38 per cent 
While there is a difference in 
returns, it is not as significant as one 
might assume - and it is based on 
getting the investment timing 
exaetty right every yeai; an unlikely 
scenario. There is, howeves; one way 
of minimising potential losses and 
enhancing gains 


Making reg ular investments of- 
fers the potential for “pound cost av- 
eraging"- This means that if you buy 
into equities as their price is falling , 
you will receive more of them. In 
turn, gains that individual funds 
make will become magnified. 

Here, despite the feet that share 
prices rose by 15 per cent in 12 
months, the increase in the value of 
the fond was more than 25 per cent. 

Hie message to take home is that 
Cm* most of us, average investors, 
there is rarely a “right” time to in- 
vest What we can hope for; howev- 


er is that over a long period of time 
any sharp downward corrections 
can even themselves out 

And if prices are Ming, then it 
makes very good sense to big into 
a downturn. 

The Independent' has published a 
Guide to PEPs, which examines in 
detail the arguments about 
investing for growth or income. 
For your free copy of copy of the 
guide, sponsored by Scottish 
Widows Fund Management, call 
0345 678910. 


Ethics 
are now 
easier to 
stand by 

BY Iain morse 

NOT SO long ago, retail banking was 
a local oc at best, national business. 
Banks like the Ulster Cfydesdale and 
Yorkshire were independent, with 
boards of governors drawn from 
among the local great and good. 

Now the Ulster is owned fay 
Nat West and both Clydesdale and 
Yorkshire fa y an Australian banking 
group. “The whole banking system, 
and increasingly that for other 
financial goods and services, has 
been ^ob^ed n saki Glen Saunders, 
the managing director of Tfaiodos 
Bank. “Most ‘local* banks are part (rf 
huge, international groups.” 
Information technology has 
accelerated this change, giving “con- 
venience** banking with facilities 
ranging from cash machines to 
Internet transactions. But it also 
results in huge volumes of money cir- 
dilating in the world’s financial mar- 
kets. This money pauses neither for 
rest or sleep, nor does it judge right 
from wrong. Taking part in this sys- 
tem seems unavoidable, but raises eff- 
ficult questions of conscience for the 
ethical minded. Tn reality no major 
bank would pass even a weak test on 
ethical and ecological grounds," Mr 
Saunders said. “They all stand moral- 
ly. though not legally, condemned.” 
The Co-operative Bank is one 
institution that tries to buck this 
trend. As many as 40 per cent of its 
new account holders choose its ser- 
vices on ethical grounds and since 
1992, the bank has consulted its cus- 
tomers on which ethical policies 
they would like followed. 

The THodos Bank helps finance 
the development of small businesses 
in the Third World countries.lt does 
not offer full current account facili- 
ties but its Tessa accounts pay 
attractive interest rates. 

Shared Interest operates in the 
same field, but as a friendly society. 
It accepts deposits and re-lends to 
organisations run for the benefit of 
disadvantaged producers in Third 
World countries. A spokesman, CoBn 
Crawford, said: “This is not just a 
hand-out to the needy but a way of 
helping than to work their way out 
of rural poverty Put in the same 
position, which would you prefer?" 

Co-operative Bank, 0161 832-3456; 
TriodosBahk, 0117 973-9339; Shared 
Interest PrxAridenl Society, 0191 233- 
9100 


The top rated 
UK Ethical PEP 


Do the right thing with your money 


Time's running out 

make sure you apply 
by 5 April 1999 


'AA' 


Percentage Growth - 
a Stroog Start 


3.46% 

FTSE Mi 
Shut index 


Sam Suadui4 flaurt Hoop* 
Mi wflh an mm im 
2 Unh 1998 D>8 Htxuaiy 1990. 



rated* - one of only 2 ethical 
funds to achieve this status - the UK Ethical Fund 
allows you to enjoy excellent performance, 
without sacrificing your principles. This is 
because the Fund will invest in companies which 
make a positive contribution to the world and 
your money will never be invested in those that 
harm the environment. In this, the final year for 
PEPs. make sure you pick the right one. 


STANDARD LIFE INVESTMENTS 


Profit from our knowledge. 


«n«btf tobfci 
of bunch poriod on 


Call direct today 
for your information pack 

a speak to your todflpndMt financial AArsbt 

0845 60 60 090 

Linas are open: Sam - 8pm weekdays. 10am - 4pm weekends. 

Please quote reference 717021 


I f»»aHMrt.HgEPtl8T Stance r i fc t Mj iBflSWt 

Name (Mf/Mre/Miss/Ms) 

Address 

ftracada 

Tal No. Day 


TaJ No. Evening 


T17021 


iBb* 
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MldinPEPiiw(aA)fMi»«lMiMlu1Sn«siAcnn(aALtn«nliA*Bniiui0aKiGn fund twSwiardlJbrarwiiaxj Maul fcrwij Irani ft* Motad Copras Dnaa of SBSdarl Uta mem 
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no harm done. 

The Friends Provident 
Stewardship PEP aims to 
invest in companies that make 
a positive contribution to 
society, so you feel good about 
your investment without 
compromising your principles. 

- c y 

Friends Provident are : NNN 

the UK's pioneers in ethical 
investment, and currently have 
around £1 billion invested - 
more than anyone else - on 
behalf of people who want 
profit and principles. 

So for a lump sum invest- 
ment of £1,000 or more, you 
can expect a very decent tax- 
free return without exploiting 

Call Direct 

0800 00 OO 80 

8 to 8 Monday- Friday, 10 to 4 Weekends 



Call us now. We'll tell you 
all you need to know about the 
Stewardship PEP so you can 
make an informed decision. 

Remember that past 
performance is not necessarily 
a guide to the future. 

FRIENDS 

PROVIDENT 
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INSTANT ACCESS BRANCH ACOUNTS 

mfMDIre ACCOMr «mcE .chut H. 


TeacftefaSS 


Vil icu 

_D845 7104 010 ~fesca Savings instal l 

jgW3g20Q Cad Saver 

01202 B435 50 BflBsB Sf 

JI1422 333333 Instant Saver instant" 


■smut % * nrre 

sms Ml PAID 

£1 4.50% 430% Ylv 

£50 5^5% 525% Ylv 

£500 4.BS% 4.91% m 

£500 525% 525% Ylv 


Em ACCOUNTS - NO NOTICE 

life Barit ^j^ 92 PPSgPtoflB £1 6-50% 6.50% YV 

sjfe War ** Igeptene * S- 85 * t 

jj jP.ffi 3 ” g*** 5 **** PflsWhone £1,000 S2Q% 6^%^" 

jg g »_ SeaeraiBaafc 0500111 200 D awrt Access ftBgPtone £2,500 6.15% ~6.t5% tty 

NOTICE ACCOUNTS AND BONDS 

£SS!L"M i ^ 00 ^2505 POST-M30 30Dav fPl £5.000 625% 625% Ylv 

01723 500616 40 B>f Access 40 Day E1.D0Q 6Tg)% 6.65% Yty 

0 345 ^5657 50 Day Notice 50 Day (T) £1 5 95% '535% YKr 

I£ ga& Bernal Ba« 05 00 111 2 Qu spared 'MDayBl 30,000 6.65% 6.65%~ffi 

. ^ CHEQL7E ACCOUNTS 

SSL - -■j£ff B7 !S 05 None £1,000 4.75% 4.75% Ylv 

I nstant £5.000 ~ 5.75% 575% Cfr 

gg&tolheckBS [TOO 0728738 Albion CHeque Instant £5jQQ0 "575% 5.75% 

^^ aBS 08 00 429429 Cbssfc Postal Instant ~ £10.000 425% 425% ~Yy~ 

FIXED RATE BONDS 

0171 6678150 Feed Bate Bottd 6Aton8i £5,000 5.75%F 523% 0M 

tonrtfeBartc 01 7 1 6678150 FgBd Bate Boat 1 Yfear £5.CC0 5.80%F 5-80% QM~ 

0845 6018572 Snitd windfaN 2Vfcar £1.000 6.00%F 6.00% Ylv 

ffincMny&fagbyBS 0800 774499 Ffaed Rate Bond 5YSar £5.000 5.75%f 5.75% Yly 


Sua Bade 

AMGBanfc 

Leeds & Hribeck BS 


Gramrffle Baric 
ftanvrtte Baric 
Bretfleare 
ffindetey & Rugby BS 


Legal & Beneral Baak 
SABA tor over 5Q’s 

Lambeth BS 


SABA tor over 50’s 
Legal & general Bank 
■ Investec Bank (UK\ 
Barclays Bank 


0345 171777 
0500111200 
0800300555 
0800225221 


FIRST TESSAS 

5Vfear 

5 Vfear 

5 Year 

5 Year 


FOLLOW ON TESSAS 

0800 300555 5 'fear £3. 000 

0500 111200 " " 5 fear £3 ,q qq 

01712031650 5 Year ~ £9,000 

0800 400100 ~ 5Vfear £9,000 


7.40% 7.40% 
7.10% 7.10% 
7.10% 7.10% 
635% 6.95% 


7.10% 7.10% 
7.10% 7.10% 
7.10% 7.10% 
7.00% 7.00% 


OFFSHORE ACCOUNTS (GROSS) 

Pwtman Channel tstaads 01481 822747 histantB tow £5,000 6.30% 6.30% 

Portman Chaanet fehmds 01461 B22747 testaatS toe 225,000 6.50% 


NATIONAL SAVINGS ACCOUNTS (GROSS) 

(HVESraBR ACCQUKTS 1 Month £20 3.95% 


£2£0Q 420% 


430% 




£50,000 525% 


3 Month £2,000 525% 


5.50% 


5 'fear 2100 425%F 


12 Month £1 


hwe) . 5Msar £100 


CfflUIHQISB0«ns5OBM(taifree) 5Vtar 

AER- Annual Equivalent Bale. B .-Operated by pot and telephone. F=Fbred rate CaD other rates are variable). N=Net rata 
OM= Merest paid on maturity Operated by port. T-Operated by telephone. AD rates subject to change vftbonl notice. 

Please check aD rales and terms before investing. AH rata (except Guaranteed Income Bocufa) are shown peas. 

Figures compiled oo: ] SUi February 1999 SOUTCSI MOOGJfFSCtS 
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‘Small caps’ 
beat Footsie 


By NIC ClClTTI 


A NOTICEABLE feature of 
the past few weeks has 
been the sparkling perfor- 
mance shown by “small- 
cap” stotis in the FTSE 250 
share index, decisively 
beating the Fbotsie index of 
1 00 leading companies - at 
least Until hnnfcing stocks 
showed signs of revival this 
week. 

According to Perpetu- 
al’s UK fond managers, 
Stephen Whittaker and 
Neil Woodford, there are 
three main factors driving 
this mid-cap performance, 
after almost 12 months in 
the doldrums. 

There has been an in- 
crease in mergers and ac- 
quisition activity in die 
sector; which is driving up 
values. This bears out the 
view that even when the in- 
vestment community has 
not found mid-caps attrac- 
tive, the corporate sector 
has been buying compa- 
nies. 

The second reason is 
that interest rates remain 
low, a factor which is par- 
ticularly helpfol for small- 
er companies. Rates may 
have to fall further; partly 
because the economy can 
sustain lower rates and 


partly because Euro -con- 
vergence seems to be gath- 
ering pace. European 
interest rates are three 
per cent at present 

The third factor which 
has been driving up mid- 
• cap stocks is a growing 
consensus that the reces- 
sion will not be as severe as 
was feared. This is in con- 
trast to earlier expecta- 
tions of a marked slowdown 
in the economy. 

Predictions of a recovery 
in small to mid-cap stocks, 
in which many fond man- 
agers invested, came to 
nothing. In fact, mid-caps 
have been comprehensive- 
ly outperformed by Fbotsie 
giants for several years. Is 
this about to change? 

Perpetual believes it 
may. Ian Brady who heads 
the company's US desk, is 
also predicting a broaden- 
ing of the market there, 
with less domination of 
large-cap stocks, particu- 
larly in tie technology sec- 
tor He predicts a difficult 
six months, followed by an 
end to big cap “momen- 
tum" investment 

“If the small and mid- 
caps can't do it now; they 
never can," he says. 



CORPORATE BONDS 



COMPULSORY ANNUITY RATES 


£10.000: Level Annuity, guaranteed five yean. monSily in advance 


llEiFIJguEEi; 


rrmrti (SahwrtAwwnoe) 

Ul wr IMS 5S/SD 71 

JsM Lite (Norwich Union) £596 £641 £ 

Escalating 5Vyeac no guarantee, monthly In advance 

in ca as 7i 


so 

as 

7B 

£752 

£866 

£1.012 

£680 

£762 

£851 

■mi 

5S/SD 

7Bff» 

£596 

£641 

£707 


(Stewart Assurance) 

UCVF 

Joint Ufa (Norwich Union) 
Source: Amufly Dbed 
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7B 

£451 

£569 

£731 

£360 

£456 

ESSO 

awn 

■STM 

7VB9 

£380 

£436 

£410 


BUSINESS REVIEW/9 


MORTGAGES 

FIXED RATES - WITHOUT REDEMPTION TIE-IN 

niEfdw un rraisB mu m ncraim irnan 

LTV 


nu/win urf rnrss max m ncraim iiawniM 

in k»»ui 

Britannia BS 0300 525350 4.99% 2>ears 95% £295 hwUta l fSJi S Artaud isj Tits left txi\s uUcroa 

D93%-npMP 

Bewrastte BS Cl 91 2442463 5.1 yb 31 .3 02 90°? £245 Atf.ancvs up id 35V - no n>?i 3 CL' ss is c> c uuncc 

iWp tCflfllQ tEE itffj 

West BroanricfaBS 0121 5SDW04 525?x 30.4.04 95S £295 hkasu terlfu I5t3\~ i" u cil rum ntJid 

FIXED RATES ~ WITH REDEMPTION TIE-IN 

Nartbem Rode 0345 E95Q500 3.49 s ; 01 4 01 95 °j £235 ftcr iSU iw 6 mwate. s -to', up tstfim. l-o"tciaflin5 




RrstMortgage 


08C005KJ3B 39SV? ?1302 90 j a £295 


Itonrieb & Ptoro 01733 632635 4.39-, 4 years 65% £295 

CAPPED RATES 

Bristol & West 0800119355 4 65?, 01 401 95\- £295 MrcaupnKA. 

-noilSPi 

Kedey Econ BS 01752 255150 4 95°* 31.102 95 p a £295 • 

Scartomugh BS 0990 133149 5 65 r 0 4 yea^ 95’T £295 - 


B3C.9K) S*o ri iCV.nvt' 

M 5 \n i- rnrute. inLKSl 
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FIRST-TIME BUYERS (A-ARLABLE UNLESS SHOWN) 

0345625522 355 a sR 31501 95S £295 wr.-witsc iiiiSiu >j.i*uh«s»,a« 


Coventry BS 0345 625522 3 55 a JI 31501 95S £ 

Scarborough K 09S0 133149 T.20S 3 years" 95% _ - 


UifHJ 7JJM3 3 years bi'V - csnorjairtbac ra*.«jr. !.ur'-0J in 

iivai jiii-’ti.arut.'j 

01 332 307665 5 40 t <R 5 years 95 c v £125 £TM» aiun-. in: mumw 

■ r . un D ?PS - no iy 

VARIABLE DISCOLTSiTED RATES 

0545 60505H) 3 01 04 01 95% - RnaitvM>nv«MKtnv S ,i! -mi.r-.u 


Dertrys&ne BS 


Northern Rock 0645 6U5U5C0 3 53% 01 C4 01 95% - iWarf v^v. nwni' 6 tv 1-lfv-. S .i! 'im.-.iui 

ALU j AA-, «nr« - in MP 

West Broonrich BS 0121 5306404 4.45 e :R 3 years 65Sa £295 CiOirroiv birUiPS ■ la*. »r*. v. fi'.ir s-j*: 

t-y A£u {y i icj 

HaWai 0500 203049 4 95% 30.4.04 9D% - lw? tTuwn r. taJ fiv, t .ti i i»- r »■. j 


UNSECURED PERSON.AL LOANS 


Northern Bock 


•7a ran mo amir nTMtiT oa cs.dm for 3 tears 

0345 421421 95% H Wflh Insurance 152 .57 

0600 1S8689S 119% iVih Insurance 183 




No insurance £16544 


Nd insurance £t6)6i 


Wtittosurance 182.34 No insurance £165.22 


OVERDRAFTS 

aceanrr utmiihi aaiaisoRiJiB 

nfm an vna a 

ABance & Leicester 0500 959595 Aihance 0.95% 12.00% 220P 
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CARDS 

STANDARD 


FEE tlTEREST Mil 

PA FREE PERIOD ODTCONE 


Bank 0600126000 Advantage Visa 0.48% N 5.90% N Na Odays 


People’s Bank Cnnncticot 0500551055 Mastercard/ Visa 0.56% N 6.90% N Ni 56 


0.565%N 8.90% N N1 56 days 


Co-operative Baric 


Peepte’s 


GOLD CARDS 

0800404070 Base RatB Visa 0.4583% 10b4% £120 46 d 


Adv Gold Visa 0.48% N 5.90% N Ni 


p m— ■ 

i J 1 Ilf 1 Hi 'Bill 


Jofca Lewis 


Via Store 


STORE CARDS 

FaiMEVT II SIIECT REItT 
%rm %rpr 

1.39% 180% 


P1TMEIT BT OTHER METHODS 
%FM SUP! 


ASU = Aaddent, sickness and unempfaiyinenl insurance. B+ C= BuSWingR and oonlents inEunoce. eom^end oC inoalh. 
D^Miniimim age 22 years. H=If Insurance oo arranged APR lza 1 *. N-Introdnctory rate lor a Smiled period. FURalewef 
L339. U^* Unemployment insurance. MIP“ Mortgage imtetnnily premium. All rata sutgect to change wilhoal notice. Please 
cbeti all rales before borrowing. 

Figures complied m iflih Fttruay 1999 SOUTCe: MODeyFhCtS 


Winners and Losers among unit and investment trusts 
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IK UNIT TRUSTS 


BEST PERFORMING 

OVER ONE YEAH 

Lump. Cash Init £1,000.00. Off-Bid, GBR Net Income 

HATH 01 OBIT TRUST/OEIC'l OUR 

Aswricao 1,822.97 
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UK INVESTMENT TRUSTS 


BEST PERFORMING 

OVER ONE YEAR 

Lump, Cash bia £1,000.00, Ofl-BId, GBR Net Income 
n nrr rossnoiic'i babb 

Smaller Cos Wts 2.212.77 


2,085.71 







emerging Markets 


BEST PERFORMING UNIT TRUSTS 

Lump. Cash Init £1.000.00, Off-Bid. GBR Net Income 
ONE YEAR FIVE TEAR 
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S&P Korea 


Kmea Trust 



1.567437 Stewart 


.460.94 M 


1.399.29 City of Lapdofl 


930.27 S&P 


J IK . 
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Latin American CB 


358427 16 


330.67 


329 2 18 


Seotfoti Vfidews Lada Americaa 


481.01 EfBnbwgh lathi 


CIA 327.79 19 


Hean/CoDDt 


1 ,318419 

BEST PERFORMING INVESTMENT TRUSTS 


BAM EBEMNK nrr TBUT'OEK’I 


Lump. Cash Init £1.000.00. nwJ-mtd. Net Inctnne 
ONE YEAR FIVE YEAR 

CUB IME8EIM MU TABn/OEIC'I 

976.71 




69626 Genesis 


3 thester ROM Emerging Mktx 761.66 DrasdMrRCM 


Scferader 
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RlBan/Cnat 1318JB 

WORST PERFORMING INVESTMENT TRUSTS 

0REYEAR FIVE YEAR 
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523.81 Ftariag Emerging Haritets 
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PERMANENT INTEREST-BEARING SHARES 



Greenwich NatWest 
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1 0/APPOINTMENTS 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 


ACCOUNTANCY. FINANCIAL, BANKING 




International Tax 
Manager 


Central London 


£ Negotiable 


Our client is a large multinational Insurance broker represented worldwide in over 
63 countries. The group services clients in the management, financing and transfer of risk 
by providing specialist broking and consulting services. Clients include corporations, public 

entities, institutions, professional Partnerships aid individuals throughout the world. The 

company Is currently seeking an International Tax Manager to provide tax advice on a 
day-to-day basis to business units and external advisors 
The responsibilities of the role will include: 

♦ Control of tax compliance on non UK companies. 

♦ Management of the collation of overseas accounts and tax returns. 

4 Involvement with disposals and reorganisations. 

4 Advising on the transfer pricing issues. 

4 Involvement in the administration of a Dutch mixer company. 

Our client requires a Qualified Accountant. AC A, ACCA. CPA. ATI I or equivalent With at 
least two years corporate tax experience, you will need a proven track record in dealing with 
a large group of companies. Significant exposure to international tax Is essential. 

Interested candidates should send their CV to Elinor Campbell at Michael Page Finance, 
Page House. 39-41 Parker Street London VVC2B 5LN. fax 0171 831 6662 or 
e-mall: elinorcampbell@michaelpage.com 

Michael Page 

FINAN CE 
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Australia • China • France • Germany • Hong Kong • Italy 
Netherlands • New Zealand • Singapore • Spain • UK • USA 


♦ CREDIT ANALYST ♦ 


Required by International Investment Bank to 
work within the Collateral Management Unit of 
our Operations Department- Responsibilities will 
indude analysis and preparation of commercial 
credit submissions, reviews of collateral security 
and facilities, industry and country risk analysis, 
cash Bow modelling and testing credit exposure 
strategies. The successful candidate will possess a 
business degree, coupled with a minimum of two 
years relevant experience ideally gained within 

an International financial institution. Salary 
commensurate with experience. 

CVs to R O. Box 2101 SB. 

Islington, London NX ZXQ 


I NTERNATIONAL FINANCIAL INSTITUTION seeks an 
expale need corporate financier. The successful 
candidate will be responsible for origination, 
negotiating, completion and management of a wide 
range of investment projects in Sub-Saharan Africa. 

A Masters Degree is essential together with 
accounting and business qualifications, coupled with 
in-depth experience of business and private sector 
development in transitional sub-Saharan economies 
outside South Africa. H&i level contacts within 
national and international companies, governments 
and parastatal enterprises would be advantageous. 
Salary negotiable. 

CVs to Bck Number 21015, Islington, London N1 ZXQ 


Chartered Certified Accountancy firm bane a 
mcancy far a bright, young graduate with some 
experience in the accountancy field, 

Tlris is a trainee position u4tb an Immediate start. 
Please apply In writing to: Kay Peters 
Chartered Accountants, Neu> Loom House, 

101 Bachcburcb Lane, London El lLUor 
fax your CV ter 0171 480 7182 (No Agencies) 



MShMaRhlM 

MS Research Trust 
Development Director 

Registered charity no. 1026971 

— ■ dteirent 

The Multiple Sclerosis Research Trust is a small, dynamic and expanding 
cliarity supporting nurses for people with multiple sclerosis, funding 
research into disease management and providing information to people 
will i MS. 

tte require a development director to plan and implement a major new 
fund-raising strategy' to generate support from die corporate sector, 
cl tamable trusts and foundations and odier sources, to meet the Trust's 
substantial fundraising targets The successful candidate will have, ideally, 
at least three yean' experience in the area of fundraising, marketing and 
public relations, and a highly successful track record. Personal attributes 
will include commitment, creativity, an ability to work both alone and as 
a team member. Excellent presentation, communication and negotiating 
skills are essential. 

Salary around £22,000 pa 

Place of work: Spirella Building, Letchworih, Herts 

Please write or ring for further information. 

MS Research Trust, Spirella Building, Letckwotth, Herts SG6 4ET 
Teh 01462 476700 mfbfSnuareseaichtrustuirg.uk 


Precious Metals Dealer 

Competitive Package 

BakakariV InWrariinnal, | nurjm ift rtoon of Bahnhanlr Mwiprland- one of the world's 
leading international hank with assets ia wmw of NLG390 billion and a carreot “AAA” 
rating from an of rfm majnr rating- a gencies, B tfffHn g h» rprraH an experienced praams 
nwhk il aalar ftiltnw iiig w dahlkhnam t nf ifo PM arthrMn: in famHra 

Applicants for this newly created position in a growth market will have a high level of 
numeracy and be able to demmutrate the following: 

■ minimum of five years’ experience in markets; 

■ at least two years' profitable trading of pretioos metals options; 

M experience of liquidity boob and the products associated with managing 
fomanh including IRS, FRAs and futures; 
g in-depth knowledge of central hauls investors and mining booses; 

g practical experience of structuring Inmiartinm invoicing emtic prarinns 
metals options as wall as managing the associated rids: 
g knowledge of tha use and application of financial function add-ons. 

The successful candidate will have dm opportunity to work as part of a dedicated team 
incorporating different financial marke t disciplines and will be responsible fix tradin g all 
precious metals products as we deli w the hank's services to out customers. 

Applications, mchuting Ml rnwimlnwi vita* and c u rr ent remnneratiim dfltaih, idwmM 
be sent to Lesley Ashton-Cok, Director - Unman Resources, VaMfnk International 
London Branch, Thames Grant, One Qneenlnthe, London EC4V 3EL fay not later than 
12th March IBM. 


City Investment Firm requires a 

Head of Trading 
Inventory Management 

Requirement: 

• International Securities Lending trader with at least 5 
years experience. 

• Must have worked in several countries and be fluent 
in English, French and German. 

• Likely to have worked for major European institution 
or Bank and have a background knowledge of both 
institutional lending and a broker-dealer environment. 

To apply, please send your CV with a covering letter to: 
Anne Belmon, Human Resources, 

AXA IM, 60 Gracechurch Street, London EC3V OHR. 

Fax: 0171 375 9495 


LIFFE TRADERS 

Expanding UK company seeks 
experienced derivative traders. 
Candidates should be degree qualified 
and have a minimum 3 years trading 
experience on either CBQT or 
CME and LIFFE. 

Salary negotiable, bonus, based 
on performance. 

Please apply in writing to: 

Box No. 12984 
Independent Newspaper, 

One Canada Square, Canary Wharf, 
London E14 5DL 


MANAGEMENT 

ACCOUNTANT 

130,000 + benefits 
Expanding Property Com- 
pany requires a qualified 
acoountanr with expen sys- 
tems accounting and analyt- 
ical skills co perform a wide 
range of key tasks. 

Business focused, pro-aedre 
and confident approach 
required to initiate finanrfal 
development In dynamic 
organisation. (LegaVProp- 
eny experience an advan- 
tage) 

Please forward your Of to 
The Finance Dircaor. 
Aimingron Homes Ltd, 
Cokchwch House, London 
Bridge Walk. London SE1 2SX 


NESTA 

The National Endowment for Science, Technology 

and the Arts 

talent, innovation and creativity 


NESTA is a new organisation, established with a £200m endowment fund from the National Lottery to 
support and promote talent, innovation and creativity within the fields of science, technology and the 
arts. Programmes will help individuals develop their creativity, capitalise on their ideas and exploit their 
commercial potential and also encourage greater public knowledge and debate. 

We are looking to appoint a highly motivated and adaptable team to help prepare and run a wide 
range of programmes. All applicants must be committed to NESTA's aims, enthusiastic about working 

in flexible and innovative ways and FT literate. 

3 Programme Managers 2 Programme Assistants 


Salary: £25,000 - £35,000pa 
5 year fixed term contract or shorter length secondment 

The Programme Managers will be responsible for 
managing the assessment, monitoring and evaluation 
of a wide portfolio of projects. They will build on their 
professional expertise to offer relevant advice to 
applicants both on NESTA's and other sources of 
support 

Applicants must have several years' experience of 
reviewing and managing complex and diverse 
funding/support applications in the arts, science or 
technology fields. The ability to analyse and summarise 
complex information, manage the process of external 
assessments and communicate effectively is also 
essential. 


Salary: c£l 6,000 - £20,000pa 

Programme Assistants will be responsible for application 
processing and providing general information to the 
public, applicants etc. One posth older will also provide 
administrative support for the rest of the team to ensure 
that our highly automated office runs efficiently and 
effectively. 

Applicants must have at least two years' administrative 
experience preferably gained within a funding/ 
application processing environment. Excellent 
communication skills, fast and accurate word processing 
skills and the ability to juggle a range of responsibilities 
are also essential. 


Further information about NESTA, full job descriptions and details of how to apply should be accessed 
from our website: http//www jiesta.org.uk or write to Ms. S. Halnsworth, NESTA, Gainsborough House, 
33 Throgmorton St, London EC2N 2BR for a recruitment pack. Applications to job share are welcome. 

Closing date tor receipt of applications: 1st March 1999. Quoting ref: WD/1. 
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Accountant 


Central London 


c £30,000 


Our orient Is a UK based advertising services agency that Is part of international 
Media Conglomerate. 

WWi a substantial client list including a large number of the UK Top 100 and a coveted 
portfolio of International clients, this company is experiencing growth and success. 
They are seeking an Accountant to Join this fast paced and dynamic environment. 

Main responsibilities Include: 

4 Preparation of monthly management accounts to US and UK Partners. 

4 Preparation of statutory accounts. 

4 Extensive liaison and Involvement with annual auditing process. 

♦ Continual relationship building and reporting to clients with specific information on a 
quarterly basis. 

4 Supervision of Internal accounting processes anti supervision of a junior accountant. 

♦ Involvement In the finalising of contract wtth major clients. 

Individuals must be qualified Accountants, preferably wtth experience of small business 
accounts, audit procedures and a 'can do’ attitude. An ability to Raise at all levels and 
extensive experience dealing wtth clients on a dayttxJay basis Is essential, 
interested candidates should forward their CV, with details of current salary package to 
Natasha Putnins at Michael Page Finance, Page House, 3&41 Parker Street, London 
WC2B 5LN or wnalfc natashapufoinsSmlchaelp6ge.com 

Michael Page 
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I International Bank requires 

Financial Analyst 

nespomMWes wffl inducte analysng and carrying out 
statistical and quantitative research wtth spedne 
reference to bigness markets in the USA; generating 
investment recommendations and report preparation. 

The successful candidate will have an MBA and 

posses extensive business experience within North 
America. The salary offered is commensurate wtth 
experience. 

If you possess the skllk and experience required for 
this rofe, please send your CV to PO Bax 210I5A, 

I Islington, London N1 ZXQ. 



EXPERIENCED FUND MANAGER - 
Asian Pacific Desk, to join small 
Investment Company. You must have 
specific expertise in Korea and Taiwan 
and an interest in the technology 
industry Graduate with CFA/ACA. 
qualifications preferred. 


Applications with CV to 
Herald Investment Management Ltd., 
12 Charterhouse Square, 
London EC1M 6AX 


t.RMH ATI' 

oi’i'oun \rm;s 


City Financial Partners 
Ltd., requires articulate, 
hard -wo rim o ambitious 
and financier motivated 
individuals (aged 21 - 30) 
who have either already 
graduated or are grad- 
uating tins mar from any 
discipline, for new posi- 
tions created by the 
expansion of its Central 
London office. We arc a 
leading Financial Services 
company and provide 
eweUem opportunities for 
progression to manage- 
ment. Potentially 1 high 

remuneration with addi- 
tional profit share and ' 
share purchase also 
available. No experience 
Beewsaiy as fuh training fa 
provi ded. For futher in- 
formation and possible 
interview, ran mu- 

JOEPROCOPIO 

0171 576 7721 


lb advertise in chs 

BUSINESS 
REVIEW 
please call 
Russell Halliwell 
cn 0171 293 2304 





NESTA is coatmktad to equal opportunities 
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In Manhattan, nail maintenance is a chore 

ABSIR {hr innMan r i . . . — - 


MY CABBIE for the journey from 
JFK airport to Manhattan bad 
obviously been hand-picked at 
immigration. Some sharp-eyed 
official had spotted that his grasp 
of E n gl i s h was minimal: just “I Iwe 
this country," and: “Wherezat?” 

And he turned out to have no sense 

of direction. ~Go drive a New York 
taxi,” thqyhad told him, and off he 
bad gone. 

lb be fain the two-hour traffic 
jam into the city was probably 
beyond my driver's control. Un- 
fortunately locating my hotel was 
beyond him, too. After driving 
round Manhattan for another half- 
an-hour; it was dear he had no idea 
where my hotel was. Poor thing i 


thought, that grid system can be 
terribly confusing can’t it, what 
with Third Street being next to 
Fourth Street and so on. 

Then we turned a corner and, 
there, more by luck than anything 
else, was the TOaldorf Mind you, 

after a tew days here, I don't blame 
anyone for not doing a local version 
of The Knowledge. Ybu’d need full 
body armour before you’d dare 
venture onto the Manhattan streets 
on a moped with a clipboard. 

Apart from the potholes, the 
worst hazard is the in-line skaters 
- crouched, demonic figures all in 
black with urban-warrior face- 
masks and serious “attitood". What 
this means, in efect, is that they will 


mow you down as soon as look at 
yon through their wrap-around 
mirrored glasses, and I’ve 
laddered two pairs of expensive 
tights already from much-ioo-dose 
encounters. 

But actually, it's not just the 


LI 


manners front New Yfarifs the 
sort of place that makes everyone 
so impatient and rude - and it’s 
catching. After just a few days hoe, 

I find myseff dr umming my fin ger s 

on the nearest surface and mut- 
tering: “CTmon, c’mon,” whenever 
I have to watt more than a nanosec- 
and for anything. 

Unfortunately for my nerves, 
this sort of thing happens fairly 


The Trader 

New York's the sort 
of place that makes 
everyone so impatient 
and rude - and 
it's catching 


often, since rampant capitalism 
brings with it rampant consumer 
choice. Consequently, the person 
in front of you in the sandwich shop 
will be ordering “tuna on rye 
dabbatta, half-fat mayo, rocket, Jo- 
salt, hold the pepper; d01 pickle on 
the side, tall skinny latte, half 
almond-half hazelnut extra froth, 
cinnamon mocha top” when the}’ 
could be having cheese and pickle 
on brown bread and a Nes cafe. 

Suddenly rm not a bit surprised 
by the story of the old British 
duchess who is supposed to've 
fought off muggers with her um- 
brella. She’d probably just been try- 
ing to get a simple cup of tea. 

Then there’s all the keeping up 


of appearances. In London, you get 
your hair and nails done and think 
of it as a treat and what with 
meeting friends for drinks, you 
only make it to the gym once a 
week. Here in New York you have 
your hair styled daily and regular 
nail maintenance sessions and 
think of it as a chore, and what with 
going to the gym every night you 
have no time to make any friends. 

Choice, we are told, is freedom, 
so how come everyone here has the 
look of people running on quick- 
sand, afraid to stop moving in case 
the}’ are sucked under? You’d think 
all this choice would make people 
happy. You can’t help wondering, 
though, whether anyone would 


Accountants harden up the 
value of company ‘soft’ stuff 


By Roger trapp 


ies 


t A L 





valuing businesses has always 
been a lot more complex thaw it 
appears, even to accountants. Long 
before the rise of information tech- 
nology led to Microsoft becoming the 
world’s most valuable company, 
despite having less in the way of fac- 
tories and other fixed assets than the 
likes of General Electric and Gen- 
eral Motors, there was a struggle to 
bridge the gap between the vaiueof 
those assets and the worth of the 
business as a whole. 

Traditionally, accountants have 
, seen the whole in terms of “soft” 
stuff, which they find difficult to 
quantify Accordingly when one firm 
bought another one that owned a col- 
lection of household-name brands, 
the difference between the value of 
tire target company's factories, plant 
and the like arid the purchase price 
was seen as “goodwill”. 

However, this caused enough, 
problems when the soft assets were 
confined largely to brands. Fbf 
example, it became a little odd that 
brands gained a rvalue when they 
were acquired but not when they 
were ^home-grown. Now that 
received opinion has it that the true 
value of companies such as Mi- 
crosoft lies not so much in their 
brands as in the people who create 
them, the difficulties inc r ease. 

The issue is causing much soul- 
searching among members of the 
accountancy profession. A discus- 
sion paper issued earlier this month 
by the Institute of Chartered Ac- 
countants’ financial reporting com- 
mittee notes thafc the pressure for 
financial reporting to bridge the 
gap between, the net assets of a busi- 
ness and the value of a business as 
a whole has been growing because 
the gap itself is widening and adds 
that - under existing fi n a n cia l 
reporting conventions - the cash, 
spent on intellectual assets and 
brands has an adverse effect on 
reported financial performance. 

“The benefits this expenditure 
will bring are considered too difficult 
to foresee, control and measure to 
allow any assets to be recorded. 

“Consequently, there is no way of 
te lling from a company's accounts - 
whether £lm spent on training or 
research expenditure has been a 
waste of money or money well 
spent,” concludes the document - 
Financial Perjarmanc& 

Views qffte Bottom Line. Absurd as 
this may seem, it is by no means the 
only issue worrying the committee. 
f In feet, Robert Hodgkinson, the 

Arthur Andersen partner who riiairs 
it, believes that there is a danger that 
organisations such as the Account- 
ing Standards Board have been 
concentrating on classification and 
presentation issues rather than on 

the main issue of establishing what 

exactly financial performance is 
and then exploring the implications 


The worth of a firm’s heavy machinery and factories is easy to work out The value of people, ideas and ‘goodwill' is harder to gange 


Mike Poknvay 


for financial reporting. The paper- 
which is, Mr Hodgkinson stresses, 
designed to reflect a broad range of 
opinion from the managers, analysts 
and academics who joined the 
accountants on the committee - 
concludes by saying: “Reporting 
the numbers is not an end in itself 
but is the basis for dear communi- 
cation, effective accountability; effi- 
cient capital allocation and improved 
performance.” 

In seeking to satisfy such aims, 
Mr Hodgkinson and his colleagues 
have put forward “six alternative 
views of the financial bottom line” 
- ran gin g from cash and historical 
cost to businesses at current value 
and market capitalisation. 

Bearing in mind that the purpose 
of accounts is to communicate 
financial performance, they also 


look at how this can be conveyed. At 
one extreme is the *Taw materials” 
approach, where investors are given 
various pieces trf information and left 
to work out for themselves estimates 
of “underlying financial perfor- 
mance”. At the other is the “ready 
made” method where managers 
simply report Iheir own estimates of 
how the business is performing. 

The reporting committee noted 
weaknesses in each and goes on to 
propose what it calls a “twin- track” 
approach, on the basis that nearly 
all users are given an overall view 
of what management has achieved. 
The benefits of this approach are: 
■ All users - rather than just 
sophisticated investors - are given 
an opportunity to judge whether 
managere are delivering what they 
said they would. 


B Analysts are still at liberty to per- 
form tbefr own calculations of a com- 
pany's underlying financial 
performance 

Bit enables ma n agers to carryout 
self-assessment exercises eff- 
ectively while giving investors, 
through the markets, the final say. 
B Financial performance is likefy to 
be enhanced if management is 
encouraged to report on the foil 
range of its activities using the 
bases adopted by investors. 

The committee is not breaking 
new ground in proposing this sort of 
assessment. The ASB’s Financial 

Reporting Standard S has estab- 
lished the notion of setting about this 
sort of reporting via the profit and 
•loss account and the statement of 
total recognised gains and losses, 
which is mainfy used to report gains 


and losses on fixed asset revalua- 
tions and foreign currency differ- 
ences on retransdating the net 
assets of overseas subsidiaries. 

But with the ASB expected to 
review the standard shortly, the 
committee believes the whole area 
is ripe for re-examination. 

Among the principles it regards 
as necessary for study are the idea 
that - because the future is 
uncertain - financial performance 
cannot be reported as a matter of 
feet; that financial performance 
reporting should therefore have the 
twin aims of enabling investors to 
make their own assessments of 
underlying financial performance 
and encouraging managers to report 
on their own view of underlying 
financial performance; and that- to 
meet investors’ needs and encour- 


age management accountability - 
accountants need to accept that 
financial performance can and 
should be measured in a variety of 
complementary ways. 

If that sounds like an attempt to 
allow plenty of room for manoeuvre, 
Mr Hodgkinson is unrepentant Just 
as he and his colleagues have con- 
cluded that the ASB approach of hav- 
ing two statements has led to one 
being seen as more important than 
the otha; so he is adamant that mak- 
ing the balance sheet similar to an 
inventory of various fypes of assets 
does not work either 

•That’s a blind alley,” he says, 
adding that it is up to businesses to 
experiment with presenting the bot- 
tom line as it is in-their interests to 
improve the standard of their com- 
munications with investors. 


Deli-dollar offers route to business funding 


PASTRAMI ON rye might not sound 
like an alternative to hard cash but 
in one American town, sandwiches 
are replacing dollar bills. 

Frank Tbrtoriello runs a deli in 


By Helen Jones 


w 


*1989 he wanted to move to larger 
premises but the bank would not 
lend him the $4£00 he needed, so be 
simply printed his own money. 

He did not forge dollar bills - he 

launched “deli dollars" which cus- 
tomers could, buy for 
(biased periods, cash in for $10 of food. 
He sold the lot in a month and raised 
$5,000. “Frank’s customers were 
backing his loan because they fett 
they were helping him beat the bank 

and he was paying th«n back ui sano- 

wiches,” says David Boyle, an alter- 
native economist who details many 
other new forms of currency m his 


book. Funny Money. Something 

strange then happened -the deli dol- 
lars started acting Eke real money. 

“parents passed them on to their 
student children to make sure they 
were eating properly,” said Mr 
Boyle. “Employers passed them to 
workers as Christmas gifts. “The 
minis ter ate at the deb’ and soon 
notes started turning up in his col- 
lection box. Even the bank which re- 
fused Frank a loah in the firstplace 
circulated deli dollars 

Frank Tortoriello’s story has a 
feel-good folksy air to it, but alter- 
native currencies are now used by 
major companies through customer 
loyalty programmes, phone cards 
and air miles. “Suddenly everybody 


is issuing thdr own money,” said Mr 
Boyie.“Tkte air mfles- this is a cur- 
rency issued fay airlines which you 
can spend on an array of goods and 
services and which disappears when 
you've spent It, It doesn’t carry on 
in circulation; it just gets deleted.” 

In the US. bartering between 
businesses and professionals is now 
worth $8bn a year, say the futurolo- 
gists Ira Matathia and Marian SaLz- 
. man, of the consultancy group Y&R 
Brand Flrtures. They add: “At the cei- 
tre of the industry -which is grow- 
ing at 15 per cent a year - is the 
National Association of Trade Ex- 
changes, an association of business 
owners and professionals who have 
joined together to trade surplus 
goods and service.” 

Ms Matathia and Ms Salzman be- 
lieve bartering win grow because tbe 


Internet has opened once-unthink- 
able global trading possibilities. But 
new money does not have to be 
about business. Community groups 
are invoh^ A Washington law pro- 
fessor Edgar Cahn, was responsible 
for the launch of “time dollars", 
based on volunteer help in the com- 
munity. Individuals register with 
their time dollar project what work 
they wih do -from roofing to driving 
someone to the shops - and the 
things they need done in return. 

“You can spend your time dollars 
on services from other people in the 
system," said Mr Boyle. “Or you 
could give it to an elderly relative 
who might need it more. Or you can 
keep it for a rainy day." 

•Rme dollars or Lets (Local En- 
terprise Trading Systems) are now 
used in the US, UK, Germany. 


Japan, New Zealand and Australia. 
In the UK, there are 450 Lets net- 
works with 40,000 members. The 
London borough of Greenwich has 
a full-time Lets development officer 
Lets members offer everything from 
gardening to masqqg^ i,v> Shep- 
hard, ofLetsUnk UK said: “Lets of- 
fers a unique form of self-help and 
mutual aid, encouraging people to 
exchange services, time and occa- 
sional goods on an equitable basis.” 

The system is not without prob- 
lems. The Department of Social Se- 
curity has indicated credits earned 
through Lets should be treated as 
having monetary value for the pur- 
poses of calculating state benefits. 
Lets is lobbying the Government to 
clarify the situat ion. 

Another potential problem is that 
the services on offer may be limit- 


ed Sarah Fax was involved in a Lets 
scheme. “It was all a bit fey and hip- 
pie-dippy” she said. “It was great in 
theory but there are only so many 
massages that you want I needed 
a decorator and someone to lay a 
patio but no one could offer that" 
But Mr Boyle said: “There are 
Lets schemes in many countries and 
if Lets wasn’t useful people wouldn’t 
join.” He believes society is over-re- 
liant on money which can disappear 
overnight. “We need to underpin our 
lives by experimenting with new 
kinds of money, with different values 
embedded in them, which are more 
reliable in difficult times,” he sad “It 
worked for Frank Tortoriello." 

Funny Money: In Search cf Alter- 
native Cash’ is published by 
HarperCoUxns at £1439 



actually choose to collect their 
laundry at 4am if the} - weren't 
working 14-hour days. It's not so 
much freedom as self-serfdom. 

You’d think that aD this manic 
activity would result in manic 
achievement. Not if our New York 
office is anything to go by. There, 
sitting at a spare desk in the cor- 
ner, I feel as if I’m at the eye of a 
tornado that’s whirring about me . 

There must be speed in the 
water supply or something, I think 
to myself, until I step away for a 
screen break. As I disappear round 
the corner, the air behind me calms 
and I hear a voice say: “It's OK, 
she’s gone. Who wants to play 
Grand Theft Auto?” 


Falling 
prices 
mark out 
‘losing’ 
sectors 

By Roger Trapp 


THE BATTLE against inflation tends 
to be characterised as a crusade in 
which the goal of prices rising at only 
marginal rates is shared by all But 
for a growing number of businesses, 
such a situation is bad news. 

Although general price deflation 
in the UK is unlikely, felling prices 
have become a reality in certain sec- 
tors, according to the business 
regeneration group at Pricewater- 
houseCoopers (PwG, the accoun- 
tancy firm. Indeed, the group 
believes the UK stock market is 
becoming sharply divided between ■ 
“deflation losers” and “deflation 
winners". Steel oil and basic chem- 
icals, along with glass, papei; textiles 
and agribusinesses, are among the 
losers. Telecommunications, infor- 
mation technology and pharmaceu- 
ticals are among the winners. 

All of the evidence suggests that 
the deflationary state is likefy to be 
permanent oc at least, long-lived. 

Bruce Gregoiy. a director of the 
group, said that the difficulty was 
being exacerbated by some man- 
agers' apparent refusal to acceptthe 
contfitian&’AII too frequently” hie and 
his colleagues were shown projec- 
tions that featured revenues grow- 
ing, margins growing and prices 
increasing. 

Mr Gregory said that having 
spent their whole working lives in a 
period of inflation, managers could 
not adjust to a situation in which this 
was no longer (he case. Although 
PwC highlights certain sectors that 
fell into the losers’ or the winners’ 
camps, the dividing line is not pre- 
cise. An examination of the evi- 
dence indicates that service is often 
the differentiator. 

As recenf results have shown, 
service organisations have seen 
strong growth in revenues at a time 
when other businesses have suf- 
fered. But service can be added to 
even hard-core manufacturing op- 
erations with a view to maintaining 
prices and improving revenues. 

Mr Gregory pointed out how Gen- 
eral Electric of the United States did 
this by offering training and con- 
sultancy when supplying power gen- 
erators. “This has the double effect 
of giving a distinct competitive ad- 
vantage and growing revenues." 

Another way Mr Gregoiy sees 
companies using service to protect 
themselves in a deflationary envi- 
ronment is to concentrate constantly 
on customer satisfaction. This en- 
ables companies to compete on 
something other than price. Other 
conditions that enable companies to 
be “deflation winners” include: 

■ Exploiting a critical asset that is 
in short supply - for example, the 
shortage of skilled staff in many in- 
dustries helps explain the success 
of consultancies, particularly in IT; 

■ Developing intellectual property 
- for example, patent protection in 
the pharmaceutical industry has 
contributed to the strong perfor- 
mance of this sector 

■ Differentiating through product 
performance or design - for exam- 
ple. Gillette and Colgate have both 
been able to raise prices and gain 
market share through introducing 
products offering superior value; 

■ Compensating price decline with 
volume growth - for example, Voda- 
fone is off-setting felling prices with 
rapid gains in sales; 

■ Outpacing felling prices with 
lower costs. 

Mr Gregory said that for compa- 
nies in the “loser” bracket, only 
“swift and far-reaching change offer 
a remedy”. They should restructure 
capacity through a mixture of 
acquisitions, swaps, disposals and 
exits, reposition themselves as cost 
leaders through innovative busi- 
ness systems and shift to niches 
where prices are supported by 
unique value. 
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THE INDEPENDENT 
Wednesday 17 febmarr 1939 


PARTNERS 


DICK POWELL AND RICHARD SEYMOUR 

The two founders of the industrial design firm 
Seymour Powell met after completing art 
college. Their company now employs nearly 
30 people and its clients include BMW and 
Casio. The pair are also broadcasters, having 
made the Channel 4 series ‘Designs on Your...’ 


D ick Powell: We didn't 
actually know each other at 
the Royal College of Art I 
was doing industrial design and 
Richard was doing graphics. When 
I went back the following year to 
look at the degree shows, I saw his. 
It was more product than graphic. 
For example, he had a poster to 
warn people in factories about 
dust printed as a sticky film. The 
more dust the more the message 
became risible. 

Meanwhile, I had set up in busi- 
ness and was lecturing part-time 
on a foundation course in St Albans. 
Richard did the same, and I got to 
know him as we both rode motor- 
cycles. We used to travel up and 
down together 

Richard was in advertising. Iwas 
a product designer he was a graph- 
ic designer. The skills you need are 
completely different and graphic 
designers who have switched into 
industrial design are rare, because 
of the knowledge needed. But 
Richard obviously had that sort of 
interest 

Then I left my firm, so I was 
working on my own. Richard was 
getting fed up wifoadvKtisirig, See- 
ing: “All I am is a glorified FQofax. 
There’s no sense of permanence to 
anything we do. It’s all so ephemer- 
al and transient Who gives a stuff 
about this or that ad? If I ever get 
really fed-up, can I come and rent 
desk-space from you?” . 

I had a bit of spare space and I 
said “sure”. One year I think it was 
1980, 1 came back from holiday and 
found Richard had moved in. 

As you do when you are work- 
ing with people in one room, you 
say: “What do you think of this?” 

He has an unbelie vable drewiiq* tal- 
ent; a kind of an-board CAD system. 


Let me give you an example: my 
parents moved out of their house 
and I wanted to draw it but just 
couldn’t remember the details. 
Richard had been there .once, for 
two hours. He said: “It's okay, m 
draw it” He could just puli it bads 
out because he has a photographic 
memory. 

We were working together on 
projects, but because both of us had 
been burnt in previous businesses, 
we didn't want to have partners 
ever again. After three years of 
gradually growing together; 
though, we later formalised the 
arrangement as Seymour Powell 
Ltd. We were working together in 
the best way partners can. It was 
by osmosis; his thinking was pen- 
etrating mine, and vice versa. First 
we set up a holding company a 
shell which allowed us both to run 
our own business without the com- 
plexities of getting together It was 
only two years later that we 
incorporated it 

Richard learnt a lot about how 
to be a product designer from me. 
Ear the first few years, what I said 
tended to be what went But that 
gradually disappeared as he very 
quickly learnt how everything 
wotted. 

We sit opposite each other at 
what used to be called a “partner’s 
desk”. Wte have our own entrances 
and we are both very messy. We 
hardly ever see each other social- 
ly outside of a design context But 
there’s an awful lot about Richard 
I admire He’s a polymath, a very 
smart guy with a huge intellect 
He’s brilliant at telling jokes. I 
was the guy who used to remem- 
ber them and he was the guy who 
told them. 

Wfe laid down the rules at the be- 


ginning: for example, if something 
is bothering you because you think 
it’s wrong, you have to say so and 
don’t hold grudges. We also set our- 
selves something we wanted to 
achieve: when the managing di- 
rector of Sony is thinking of using 
a design company, one of the first 
three names he’ll think of will be 
us. 

Our relationship is a bit like a 
marriage - you need a sort of open 
understanding There’s no room for 
any kind of Machiav Mlian intrigue. 
We don’t disagree about much. 
Eventually we will hammer out a 
solution. I tend to do more of the 
running of the business, and I’m 
more product-focused. Richard is 
interested in the wider issues and 
tends to let go of the -structure 
There have been occasions when 
I have had to shout “What’s going 
on here? This can’t go on.” 


R ichard Seymour: The 
first lime we consciously 
met was in the supplies 
cupboard at St Albans. We got 
chatting and it turned out we took 
a similar route. It was a trans- 
portational imperative that threw 
us together We occasionally got to- 
gether early on Sundays to drive 
our remote-controlled models in 
Battersea Park. I put the remote- 
control system into my motor bike; 
I hadn’t realised it was massively 
illegal, but it used to amuse us out- 
side pubs occasionally. 

Dick has got an extremely good 
memory. We’d go to a client do and 
he would have in his mind the data- 
base ofjofces and it would be my job 
to deliver them. When people say, 
“a 16-year partnership, wow, that’s 
amazing” I think, “it is, actually”. 
How has it hung together so lon g, 




Powell (left) and Seymour: ‘Our relationship is a bit like a marriage -you need a sort of open understanding* Nicola Kurtz 


especially as we are both so com- 
petitive? It’s not destructive, though 
- it’s in a sort of relay. We always 
have to come up with one better 
I have l ea rnt professionalism 
from Dick, who has a very strict 
streak; a sense of how it should be. 
That was quite a strong matrix 
withm which to wok He would pro- 
duce five options, each complete- 
ly worked through, whereas others 
would do one. I can’t imagine a bet- 
ter business partner than Dick 
PowelL He is scrupulously honest 
Although I trained as a graphic 
designer; I went into advertising 
and then film production design. 
Butlwasfedup of working my nuts 
off to create something that evap- 
orated. More often than not we 
were compensating for the inade- 
quacies in the product itself. Dick 
had taken on a property probably 
a little bit large for him and said: 
“Any time you want to leave ad- 
vertisxng. . ” He came bach from a 


holiday one day to find me. That 
was the crucible where Seymour 
Powell formed. Dick came in one 
morning and said: “Look. I've got 
this idea. I think we should form a 
company together: I think we 
should call it Seymour PowelL” I 
thought, here’s how to win a man 
ovei; with my name at the begin- 
ning. When I am being hrutaDy hon- 
est l describe myself as a 
hitchhike r My thumb was out and 
off we went Because of Dick’s 
strictness, there were rules in- 
volved: we should concentrate on 
product design, and not entertain 
other disciplines. But product de- 
sign is a very broad discipline. It’s 
like a lug playground. 

Using phrases like “manage- 
ment style” to me is, like, “what the 
hell does that mean?”. Dick is much 
better at fo rmal management He 
manages to keep his desk tidier He 
goes to levels of great mathemati- 
cal precision whereas I am much 


more of a wet-fin g er merchant 
But we lead from the front 
The desk is a model for the com- 
pany. We're like weathermen. The 
nice thing about having two of us 
is that a client can cleave to one or 
lie other. I'm not the most con- 
ventional looking person in the 
world. But the wonderful thing for 
me is that I canjust be exactly how 
I am and it doesn't s mn to matter 

I am not a SavOe Row suit wearer. 
If I wasn’t working with Dick, I 
wouM probably be man entirely dif- 
ferent discipline. Jbr some reason, 

I had a three or four-year attention 
span. I did a book with Michael 
Palin, the world’s first children’s 
hologram book: it sold 300,000 in 
h ar d b a ck and was translated into 

II languages. If the partnership 
with Dick hadn’t been so strong, I 
would have said “Books! Career! 
Change again!” 

Dick and I work in very different 
ways. He sets np a dialogue on 


paper You can fellow the genealo- 
gy and see his brain at work. My di- 
alogue is intpmaL When Dick and 
I first worked together we would be 
sitting at the table, and he would be 
drawing, drawing, drawing and he 
would say: “Ibr God’s sake, draw 
something.” I would say, “1 am". 
Then the stuff would come out. I 
think he still finds fra curiosity. My 
sort of cathartic mechanism is 
great when it comes to putting 
down a believable concept, but it’s 
absolutely hopeless for detail. 

When we formed Seymour Pow- 
ell, my knowledge of product design 
could be written on the back of a 
fog packet Eric Cantona didn’t say 
this, but he could have done: “A kite 
can only fly because it’s attached 
to a string.” One tends to think of 
restraint as a force that reduces ef- 
fectiveness but in this particular 
case, restraint allows it to flow. 

INTERVIEWS BY 
RACHELLE THACKRAY 
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» The man below is a British citizen. He is standing trial as a war 
I criminal. The jury is now in Belarus, tracing the path he is alleged 
to have taken to the forest where 2,700 Jews were slaughtered. 
Leading them there is a man who says he saw the shooting 


nto Domachevo's valley of death 
trudged the British jurors. The eight 
men and four women, dressed in 
brightly coloured, warm winter geaz; 
were accompanied by Mr Justice Potts 
in a red skateboarder's hat They 
walked in single file through the snow 
down a forest path in western Belarus 

that led towards a cemetery where 2JBOO 

-—.a lie buried in mass graves. 

: The jurors’ guide was an elderly Belarussia n m a n 

named Fedor Zan-stffl ramrod straight at 75 -who 

was dressed in a Soviet-era brown plastic coat, a 
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the summer and autumn of 1942 when the Nazis in- 
vaded the Soviet Union and overran this border vil- 
lage, wiping out its Jewish population - with the help 
of locally recruited policemen. 

‘ Mr Zan is a former school friend of Anthony 
Sawoniuk, the defendant in Britain’s first Nazi war 
crimes trial He led the jurors, judge and legal 
officials thro ugh the snow-covered forest, with the 
freezing wind blowing on their feces, to the scene 
of the alleged crimes. 

But this was more than a trudge through Befeius 
snowdrifts, it was a journey into the past and the 
horrors of the Holocaust TO witness this journey 
a British court has been moved from the Old Bai- 
ley to this border town. - 

Mr Sawoniuk, a retired British Rail ticket col- 
lector aged 77 and from south London, is charged 
Wjft four counts of murder during the Holoraust 
aWougfa the prosecution alleges that he murdered 
20 Jews between 19 September and 31 December 
1942. He is the first person to come to trial for war 
crimes since Parliament passed legislation in 
1991 that allowed police to 
investigations for crimes allegedly comnutted 
during the Second Wbrid War by people who are 

now British citizens. _ ^ r n i, n 

At the opening of the trial last Wednesday John 


Nutting QC, for the prosecution, said that Mr 
Sawoniuk was one of the first volunteers for the 
town’s German-run police force, the Schutz- 
mannschaft, after the Nazi invasion of the Soviet 
Union in the summer of 194L 

“This defendant executed Jewish men and 
women whose only crime was to be Jewish," he said 
“The evidence indicates that the defendant was not 
only prepared to do the Nazi bidding but carried out 
their genoddal policy with enthusiasm.” 

Mr Sawoniuk has admitted that he was a 
volunteer poCceman in the German auxiliary police 
force but has denied an charges of murder Last 
week, his lawyer; William Clegg, told the court that 
he may have had no choice but to join the police force. 

“There were lots of offers that couldn’t be re- 
fused in Belarus after the German invasion," he 
said. “And one possibility is an invitation to join the 
local police." Mr Clegg pointed to the feet that the 
Germans executed two people in the Domachevo 
police force as evidence that membership may not 
have been voluntary. 

Fedor Zan was sworn in as a witness last week 
at court number 12 in the Old Bailey Yesterday 
he, the 12 jurors, counsels for the defence and 
prosecution and Mr Justice Potts made legal his- 
tory. This visit to the Holocaust killing fields by 
the cemetery in Domachevo was the first time a 
British jury has travelled abroad to the scene of 
the crime. 

Jurors have been given a potted history of the 
Holocaust and been supplied with maps and photo- 
graphs of the area where the crimes occurred, in 
the western border region of the former Soviet re- 
public of Belarus. 

The tightly organised visit has been sanctioned 
at the highest level in the capital Minsk, with which 
Britain and other EU member states only recently 
re-established diplomatic relations. 

The three-coach party of jurors, court officials 
and toe accon^ianyingpress, has been provided with 
police escorts at every stage of their journey while 



militiamen bark orders at lo cal mhahiton tB tfrm ngh 
megaphones, not to impede the progress of the parly. 
Even the crossing at the notoriously slow Polish bor- 
der was speeded up as our roaches were put through 
the diplomatic channel. 

In its heyday before toe war Domachevo was a 
popular spa town, where guests swam in the near- 

BY ADAM LEBOR 

by river Bug and enjoyed taking the waters, while 
staying at one of the many formerly Jewish-run 
guesthouses. Uke many towns and villages in these 
long-contested border regions of Eastern Europe, 
Domachevo bears the marks of toe many compet- 
ing empires that have ruled here. Some elderly in- 
habitants grew up in tsarist Russia, spent part of 
their childhoods in independent Poland, suffered 
under the rule of the Nazis, survived for decades 


under the Soviets, and are now living as citizens of 
an independent Belarus. 

But much remains here of Soviet rule. Red stars 
and war memorials to the millions of Soviet soldiers 
who lost their lives fighting against toe Nazis are 
commonplace. Local shops are meagrely stocked 
and many of the inhabitants of Domachevo’s 
attractive, peasant-style wooden-framed houses still 
draw their water from nearby wells. 

Re mn ants of toe Soviet era remain, but toe Jews 
are gone, buried in the mass grave at the town ceme- 
tery. Most were killed on the Day of Atonement, the 
holiest dgy to toe Jewish calendar; to September 
1942. Their deaths are commemorated by a Soviet 
era memorial an obelisk topped with a red star that 
says: “In memory of the victims of the German 
Fascist terror 1941-45.” 

As was the Soviet practice, the memorial mafcw! 
no mention of the feet that those who lie in toe mass 
graves under concrete plinths lived as Jews and died 
for their rehgkxL This omission was commonly made 
for fear that sympathy for toe Jewish victims of the 
Holocaust might lead to support for Zionism and 
toe state of IsraeL While there are plenty of Orthodox 
crosses at toe cemetery, there is not a single Star 
of David in sight. 

I mme diately after the invasion in September 1942. 
Fedor Zan says he saw Mr Sawoniuk - at the Bmp 
a member of the Ger man volunteer police force - 
shoot 15 Jewish girls and women in toe forest 
While hiding in the bushes, Mr Zan saw “about 
15 Jewish women of mixed ages with yellow badges 
on their clothing, standing in front of an open grave", 
John Nutting QC said. “He (Mr Sawoniuk] ordered 
the women to remove their do toes then shot them 
with the weapon." 

Yesterday in the pine forests beside the 
Domachevo cemetery in the freezing wind, flurries 
of snow whipping around him, Ffcdor Zan stood in 
the same thicket where he hid 5?years ago. He had 
hidden there, he told toe judge and jury, while his 
former schoolfriend shot those 15 Jewish girls and 


women. The jurors’ journey through Domachevo 
took them back to the horrifying events of the Holo- 
caust as it unfolded on the same doorsteps, and be- 
side the same snow-covered pine trees, past which 
those girls and women had walked. 

Jurors saw the house of number six Sverdlov 
Street, where Anthony Sawoniuk spent his 
childhood. A curious child peered from the window 
at the scrum of onlookers and television cameras, 
while gold-toothed babushkas gossiped in the 
snow-lined streets about the legions of unaccus- 
tomed visitors and the militia cars escorting them 
across the town 

From Sverdlov Street toe jurors moved on to sev- 
eral key sites of the trial including the site of toe 
former police station where, during toe war. Sawo- 
niuk’s first wife was caught to crossfire and killed 
to a partisan attack. The buildizig now houses the 
city council. 

Jurors were also shown the spot where Ffedor 
2au saw his aunt and her femdfy being led away from 
the police station before they were executed. They 
saw Lenin Street, the road that marts the perimeter 
of the former ghetto. But it was the walk into the 
forest where the Jewish giris and womai were shot, 
that was most harrowing for the jurors. 

One by one each juror, as well as the judge and 
accompanying lawyers, walked into the thicket from 
where Ftedor Zan said he witnessed toe shootings 
in the nearby cemetery. 

Domachevo's cemetery was still and quiet after 
the British legal party departed yesterday after- 
noon. Like Auschwitz and Birkenau, Belzec and 
Dachau, it is a haunted place, and it’s not hard to 
i m ag in e that the freezing winter air somehow still 
carries echoes of toe screams of those who died 
there, naked and terrified. For the ghosts ofDom- 
acheyo's cemetery still haunt not only Belarus but 
Britain too, and other countries that fought the Ger- 
mans but readily took to alleged Nazi war crimi- 
nals, giving them the sanctuary they had denied 
to toe Jews under Nazi rule. 
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Innocent locked up 

Sin I am dismayed by the 
Government's proposal to detain 
indefinitely and without any form of 
trial those whom it regards as being 

“a rinngpr tnthp /HimmiiTiity '" I 

have worked with people suffering 
from mental illness for over 25 
years, and I find it difficult to accept 
that anyone is unbeatable. 

What is more worrying is the 
tendency of the health services and 
community to see anyone who acts 
in an unconventional manner as a 
risk. Is it really right that a person 
who has committed no offence 
should be detained only on the basis 
of perceived behavioural traits? We 
should remember how in the Soviet 
Union dissidents who were 
perceived as a danger to society 
were removed to psychiatric units 
and retained there indefinitely 

Whatever the safeguards the 
present government may set up, it 
is not difficult to imagine the future 
use of the system as a means of 
detaining and then ignoring those 
who are seen as in some way 
“different” or dissident 
MAVIS IREDALE 
Whaley Bridge, Derbyshire 

Sir We are now asked to “confine”, 
possibly for life, people who have 
committed no crime but might do 
so. The monstrosity of this 
proposal can only be mitigated by 
assurances that these unhappy 
innocents will nevertheless be 
guaranteed all those liberties 
denied to convicted criminals in 
addition to the loss of liberty. 

I mean the liberty to eat what 
and when they please, to go to bed 
and get up and to dress as they 
please. They must have access to 
entertainment and recreation of 
their choice, the freedom to 
entertain visiting friends when they 
please, and to move freefy within 
the outer limit of their confinement 
These are the minimal liberties of 
innocent people. 

In addition we must be sure that 
they receive the medical attention 
that they need and not that which 
serves the interests of the medical 
profession or the institution in 
which they are confined 

Finally we must be confident that 
they and the staff of that institution 
do not become institutionalised (as 
happens in ordinary prisons} 
because that would of course, 
negate the possibility of any 
effective treatment 

I have sketched the minimal 
requirements of justice. They 
would cost a lot but I am sure that 
the Home Secretary’s amdety for 
tiie right kind of popularity will 
spur him on to find the money. 
DAVID FPOCOCK 
Prqfessorqf Social Anthropology 
University of Sussex 
Lewes, East Sussex 

Sin Half ofthe people contacting 
our national advice service who 
have been diagnosed with a 
personality disorder have, in fact 
been misdiagnosed 

Young people and people from 
ethnic minorities are particularly 
at risk of being wrongly labelled 
The Government's plan for 
preventative detention of people 
with a personality disorder risks 
this problem being made worse. 

A severe mental illness such as 
schizophrenia tends to strike in 
late adolescence or early 
adulthood Left untreated or 
treated badly, it can look very like 
personality disorder to 
professionals. It is a scandal that 
people with such a serious but 
treatable condition are left without 
help for an average of 18 months. 
The Government must make sure 
that there is a thorough 
assessment by skilled staff so that 
appropriate treatment is available 
at the earliest opportunity. 

CLIFF PRIOR 
Cflitf Executive 
National Schizophrenia 
Fellowship 

Kingston upon Thames, Surrey 

Green dogma 

Sir. This week, delegates of the 
Oslo and Paris Commission 
[Ospar) are meeting in Hamburg 
to continue the process of creating 
the framework required to 
implement the recycling of 
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redundant North Sea oO platforms. 
This programme us expected to 
cost tiie oil industry around £i0bn 
to£15bn. 

While the prospect of forcing 
“environmentally hostile" oil 
companies to spend some of their 
profits on removing redundant 
material might produce a wa rm 
glow in the hearts ofthe public and 
green organisations, it is worth 
noting that the environmental 
evidence upon which this “green 
milestone" has been achieved is 
proving difficult to obtain. 

. Since I asked questions 
associated with this programme 
relating to energy balances, 
carbon dioxide burdens, landfill 
problems and the precise nature of 
the threat posed by redundant oil 
platforms in Nature some two 
months ago^senior green 
personnel have found it necessary 
to express regret that I have had 
the temerity to question the Ospar 
decision - for which they were 
largely responsible - in public. I 
have seen no more than 
opinionated historical material in 
justification of the Ospar decision. 

I have no doubt that credible 
information about the different 
options for redundant ofl platform 
management exists. How to obtain 
it, what it reveals and how it has 
been interpreted is another 
matter; given the triumphalism 
which has prevailed since the 
Brent Spar affair: Before asking oil 
companies to spend billions on 
what may well prove to be only a 
marginal improvement to the 
marine environment, perhaps 
zealous green organisations 
should look beyond an agenda 
designed to pillory the oil industry 
to those perennial environmental 
problems crying out for even 
modest funding 

The oil companies, the green 
movement, governments and the 
public would surely, if a review of 
the evidence justified it, welcome a 
revision of the Ospar decision to 
one which required a diversion of 
some of the ofl companies’ profits 
into sensible environmental 
improvement measures rather 
than one which is seemingly based 


more on environmental dogma 

than on wisdom and analysis. 

PETE WILKINSON 

Pete WSkinsan Environmental 

Consultancy 

Halesioorth, Suffolk. 

The writer is a former director of 
Greenpeace 

Genetic bullies 

Sin Successive British 
governments have allowed 
themselves to be browbeaten by a 
Washington in the pocket of 
American agribusiness and to 
plonk themselves between me and 
my grocer: “Eat genetically 
modified soya, or else!" 

Charles Arthur (Comment, 16 
February) wishes the scientists 
could get into a debate currently 
dominated by journalists, 
politicians and big business, who 
give me assurances in plenty but 
few facts. So do I. That is one 
reason why a restriction of the 
ubiquitous GM soya and a 
moratorium on further releases is 
essential - it would give me a 
chance to catch up and catch on. 

Delaying would also give us all 
time to assess what the longer- 
term foil -out might be. In this small 
island we have a dangerously 
restricted (and dwindling) natural 
heritage of plants and wildlife. I'd 
not like to see what is left wiped out 
fay superplants or herbicides in 


Sin If the Government is not 
just paying lip service to 
“sustainability" how can it 
agree to further building on 
Green Belt sites? (report. IS 
February). Developers might 
not be so keen to build on 
greenfield sites if value-added 
taxon conversions in urban 
areas were abolished or 
reduced. Gordon Brown might 
even suggest a greenfield tax. 
SUSAN STEVENS 
ChUworth, Surrey 

Sin The letter welcoming 
periodic checks on the 
performance of doctors was 


favour of horizon-tq-horizon 
monocultures where “no birds 
sing". Don’t think it couldn't 
happen. lam just back from Costa 
Rica, where I saw the future as the 
US fruit companies would have 
wanted it to be. 

MICHAEL ATKINSON 
TUdey.WestYorkshire 

Sin I would be interested to hear 
what legal position is , given the 
obvious lade of choice when 
visiting the supermarket The food 
industry is surely leaving itself 
open to extensive legal action 
should anything go wrong. 

Supermarkets and those 
producing the GM crops should be 
forced to maintain a large 
insurance provision to cover future 
costs. If the insurance industry 
considers there to be no risk then 
the premiums would be m i n i m a l . 
Leave it to the professional 
pessimists to evaluate the risks. 
IAIN ECKERSALL 
Torphkhen, West Lothian 

Motorised hunt 

Sir. It is the pleasure of Joanne 
Welch and Michael Sffverieaf 
Getter; 13 February) to walk quietly 
in the country; of others, to drive 
around following the hunt The 
activities are not totally compatible 
and I share their dislike of 
motorised hunt-following. But in 


fairness I have to ask: on how many 
days a year do the hunt and its 
followers come out? 

IAN LESLIE 
Ludlow, Shropshire 

Sin I am sure Mr Kidd and the 4x4 
drivers he knows conscientiously 
avoid driving on byways with 
damaged surfaces (letter 13 
February). But for too many do not 
TOday I rode along a bridlepath 

that has h ppn riassifi eri as a “road 

used as apuhliepath" (or RUPP). 
Itw^ seabed with ruts a foot' and 
more deep, and in one place a 4x4 
driver had not been content! to 
follow in the ruts left by his 
predecessors but had created a 
separate set of Ms own, so that the 
rider or walker was faced with four 
parallel ruts. 

A green lane I knownear 
Essendon used to offer a very 
pleasant ride in the 1960s and 
1970s: one could canter almost the 
whole way along it Tbday it is so 
rutted that many riders prefer to 
go round fay the road instead. 

The trouble is that too many 
bridleways have been dassdfied as 
RUPPs or BOATS (“byways open to 
afl traffic"). 

ROBERT NOWELL 
New Barnet, Hertfordshire 

Sir Mr Geoff Wilson (letter; 9 
February), writing in response to 
Duff Hart-Davis's feature “Two 


IN BRIEF 

written by an airline pilot 
(February 16). Performance is 
not a fixed quality. After 17 
hours of working, oar cognition 
and attitudes deteriorate; 
ability to drive equates to 
reaching the legal limit for 
alcohoL Even with the 
development ofout-of-honrs 
extended rotas and co- 
operatives, a maximum shift is 
still 23 hours. Safety in 
medicine should, as with pilots, 
begin with safe working 
conditions. It is ironic that 


doctors are excluded from the 
recent legislation. 

Dr JOHN PITTS 
Southampton 

Sin Your report on the 
problems associated with wfld 
boar loose in England (13 
February) raises the question 
why our gallant fox-hunters, so 
bent on freeing the country 
from vermin, do not swarm to 
exterminate this beast Is it 
because the wild boar, a sharp- 
tusked creature of up to 400 
pounds weight, can fight back? 
FRANCIS BESWICK 
Stretford, Greater Manchester 


David Sandison 


legs good, four wheels bad", states 
that only 4 per cent of the country’s 
rights of way may be used by 
vehicles. That is incorrect The 
vast majority of rights of way may 
be used by vehicles. They are 
called “roads". 

ALAN MANSFIELD 
Ashby-de-farZoucfie, Leicestershire 

Tough on disabled 

Sir: I broke my neck playing 
football in 1978, which leftme 
paralysed from the neck down and 
dependent on state benefits. Since 
■then Ihavehad to lisft& to 8 : 
succession of Tory ministers 
labelling benefit claimants as 
scroungers, fraudsters, wasters 
and losers who sit contentedly at 
home waiting eagerly for the next 
benefit cheque to arrive. 

I woke up on 2 May 1997 with a 
feeling of exhilaration - not because 
I thought the election of "New” 
Labour would bring a decent 
income for disabled people, but 
because I believed it would mean a 
change in attitudes, and the end of 
vilification of the vast majority of 
people who live on benefits because 
they have no choice. 

Sadly with his parroting of Tbiy 
rhetoric and talk of the end ofthe 
“sometiiing-for-notiung welfare 
state", Tbny Blair has indicated 
that the song remains the same: 
benefit claimants, no matter what 
their circumstances, remain social 
pariahs. Indeed, the assault on the 
dfrmhipd in particular has 
intensified to a level that even the 
Conservative leadership never 
contemplated Being “tough” an 
the powerless may give Mr Blair 
and Mr Darling a filing of political 
machismo, but from where I am 
sitting it is a chilling development 

I fed it ironic that, a week after 
the “outrage” caused by Glenn 
Hoddle's implication that the 
disabled people are in some way to 
blame for their situation. Labour 
policy reinforces this view by 
intimating that the disabled are 
just another group who just will not 
help thems elves. 

CHARLES WHEELER 
Norwich 


Mention the war 

Sin Michael Naumann, the German 
Culture Minister, overlooks 
important facts when ho accuses 
the British of an obsession with the 
Second World War. Britain neither 

started nor lost it Fbr Britain, the 

Wbr was a question of the defence 
of democracy, and of survival, not 
an attempt at world domination. 
The former deserves to be 
remembered with pride, rather 

than treated as a mere footnote to 
the horrors ofthe Third Reich. 

Since 1945 Germans have a 
horror of anything military. Any 
interest in matters military, in the 
German mind, gets all too easfly 
confused with militarism and war- 
mongering. The difference. . 
however; is important, even more . 
so to the tight of Germany's new 
and more assertive role of 
participation in UN-sanctioned 
military action abroad ___ 
JULIA KRAEHUNG-SMITH " 
Belfast 

Sir I have been living in Germany 
for some years and fed some 
British people's attitudes towards 
Germans rather embarrassing. 

Germans have a better attitude. 

They play American war films 
dubbed into German on television, 
where invariably the Americans 
win, and no one bats an eyelid 
Some ofthe younger generation, 
whose grandparents where only 
youngsters during the wan still feel 
guilt for the two world wars. And yet 
we British continue to perpetuate 
memories that should not be 
forgotten but handled with more 
sensitivity. 

It is fine to mention the war in 
Germany but not in the manner 
that some tabloids and football Cans 
insist on doing. 

GEOFF DAVISON 
Wietmarschen, Germany 

Off the rails 

Sir: Your leading article of 12 
February called for one of the train 
companies to lose its franchise. 
This ignores the legally binding 
nature of the contracts under 
which the companies operate. 

My enforcement powers are 
strictly limited under the Railways 
Act and I can only terminate a 
franchise if an operator defaults on 
its contract I cannot fee a 
company retrospectively for poor 
performance. What I can do is issue 
a provisional order threateninga 
financial penalty payable only if the 
service does not improve. Or where 
I am satisfied that the breach has 
been remedied, I can take the route 
I have taken recently and negotiate 
a package of compensatory 
benefits for passengers. "' 

• - Renegotiation of performance 
targets and penalties is one area on 
which the Government may wish to 
issue guidance to the Shadow 
Strategic Rail Authority. They may 
also wish to consider strengthening 
the enforcement powers in the 
forthcoming legislation. Meanwhile, 
I will continue to use my existing 
enforcement powers to the fulL 
JOHN O’BRIEN 
Director qf Passenger Rail 
Franchising 
London SEl 

Immortal Dawkins 

Sir Richard Dawkins and Stephen 
Pinker (“At the altar of the 
atheists”, 13 February) are wrong 
about souls. The ghost in the 
machine is a confused, 17th- 
century idea that never had much 
going for it They should read 
Aquinas, who holds that the soul is 
the form of the body. 

. A thought experiment on this 
theme: broadcast a digitalised 
recording of Jacqueline du Pre 
playing Elgar into space; blow up 
all worlds with atmospheres - the 
music is dead. But its form, exact, 
intensely personal, lasts as long as 
the radio signals radiate, which 
recent physics suggests migh t be 
forever. 

If we could di gitalis e the bodily 
histories of Dawkins and Pinker; 
they too could be preserved in ever 
expanding radiant arcs. Perhaps 
God has something tike this in 
min d for them. 

WILLIAM MYERS 
Leicester - - 
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A candlelit dinner for two, with a blazing row thrown in 


THIS MORNING I have received a 
letter which casts such an unusu- 
al light on British life that I feel I 
ought to pass it on to the gentle 
readership of The Independent 
without altering a word. Here it is: 

Dear Mr Kington. 

Yesterday; on St Valentine's Day 
1 made the mistake of taking my 
wife out to a romantic dinner It had 
not occurred to me before, but 
there must be many many couples 
who are hoodwinked by commer- 
cial pressures into lavishing a 
night out on each other on 14 Feb- 
ruaiy, and who therefore find them- 
selves in a restaurant inhabited 
solely ty romantic couples. So it 
was with us. 

The restaurant we went to had 
only tables for two, and all those two 
were male and female, and we all 


stared into each other's eyes and 
held hands a bit for fear of looking 
unromantic. 

It would have been terrible ex- 
cept that there was one couple in 
the restaurant who did not obey the 
rules. They were quite an attrac- 
tive couple, perhaps in their early 
thirties, but they had absolutely no 
concept of keeping their voices 
down. As a result, whenever any of 
us temporarily ran out ofthings to 
say, our attention strayed to this 
pair, and their conversation. 

He was Jeremy she was Cynthia, 
and to begin with they just talked 
about the children and the au pair, 
but then they got on to the subject 
of a woman, called Jenny; and the 
tone changed. Jenny was obviously 
Cynthia’s best paL She obviously 
suspected that there was something 
going on between her husband and 


Jenny, and from laughin gl y denying 
it Jeremy suddenly lowered his 
voice (still audibty) and began defi- 
antly admitting it 
"Jenny’s a lot of fun," he said, 
“which is more than can be said of 
some people present who seem to 
have lost their fun factor some- 
where along the way.” 

“F\m in what way?" said Cynthia 
icily 

“Every way," said Jeremy. “Es- 
pecially horizontally.” 

A choking sound rippled softly 
round the restaurant It was dear 
that most of us were listening. But 
Jeremy and Cynthia couldn’t care 
less. Within five minutes the row 
had escalated into a blazing argu- 
ment only ended by Cynthia get- 
ting to her feet slapping him and 
walking out 

There was a ghastly silence as 




MILES 

KINGTON 

‘There was a ghastly 
silence as Jeremy 
rubbed his cheek and 
brooded. Then...' 

Jeremy rubbed his cheek and 
brooded. Then... 

“Waiter!’’ he cried. The waiter 


came- Jeremy asked him, not for 
the bill, not even for a drink, but for 
the loan of a mobile phone. It was 
brought. He dialled a number. 
Someone answered. 

“Darling!" cried Jeremy. “Why 
don't you pop over?" 

We couldn't believe it He was 
asking someone else over to finish 
off the ruined meaL Surely it could- 
n’t be...? 

Ten minutes later the door 
opened and a lovely girl came in. 

"Jenny! Darling!” he cried, as if 
none of us were there, and they 
both sat down, giving us all a 
chance to study fed comment on 
this new arrival We didn't have a 
lot of time. Suddenly the door 
opened aifo- guess what? Cynthia 
swept back in! Wfe tboughtfora mo- 
ment there would he a battle rqyal, 
but they seemed to want to talk it 


over like adults and all sat down to- 
gether It didn't last Voices flared 
ag a in, tempers frayed and broke, 
chairs scraped back - and what do 
you think happened? The two 
women linked arms and strode out 

together! 

Not long aftec the lone Jeremy, 
in tears by now, paid and went, and 
all the tables started chatting ani- 
matedly to each other; as you migh t 
imagine, and we all ended up the 
best of friends. And there it might 
have rested had I not accidentally 
bumped into Jeremy the next day 
in the street 

“Forgive a stranger far asking,” 
2 said, “but how did it all workout?'' 

“All what?” 

“Last night.. Cynthia, Jenny...” 

“Oh, that" He laughed. “It 
worked out fee. We got paid.” 

“Paid?” 


He pulled out a card. “Perhaps 
this will explain." 

He passed on. and I looked at the 
card. It read: “Street Theatre and 
Restaurant Performers. No More 
Dull Dining Rooms and Silent St 
Valentines! Delight your Diners 
with a Drama! Also Murder Mys- 
twies. etc, etc." There then followed 
phone numbers, etc. 

What do you think, Mr Kington? 
Do you think that restaurants 
should be allowed to imitate un- 
f®upul°us BBC TV showsand foist 
rake fellow diners on an unsus- 
pecting public in this underhand 

and deceitful way? 

Yours etc 

Miles Kington unites: Never mind 
about that - just let me have the 
feme of the restaurant I want to 
book for next Valentine’s Day... 
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A small helping 
of humble pie for 
the Prime Minister 

lord SAINSBUKY says that any cfirect financial Interest 
that he may have in biotechnology is held in a blind trust 
md is therefore above board, or at least below concern. 

He also says that he is an enthusiast for scientific advance- 
ment, including biotechnology. 

There’s the rub. We can accept, on the evidence so fay, 
that the Science Minister has behaved properly. We can 
understand that, unlike Lord Simon and his BP shares. 
Lord Sainsbuiy cannot unload his huge, billion-pound 
personal shareholdings. A blind trust is the ap proved 
solution to this rfilgmma 

But this still leaves a minister in timately connected with 
the food trade, who is personally enthusiastic about bio- 
engineering and its potential for British business, right at 
the heart of a government that has come under heavy fire 
for its policy on the issue. The very feet that Lord 
Sainsbuiy said that he had had to absent himself from a 
recent Cabinet committee meeting on biotechnology gives 
the lie to Downing Street's suggestion that he is really con- 
cerned with science and not food. 

It's no good the Prime Minister dismissing, as he (fid 
yesterday, the whole furore asa storm in the media drink- 
ing-cup. The press may have made a right muddle of the 
science, and got itself into a lather about much that has 
been here for years. It could even be accused of making 
fer more than it should have done out of a potential con- 
flict of interest in Lord Sainsbury’s case. There is some- 
thing unhealthy at the moment in the press’s desire to 
hound a man as soon as it scents blood. 

But what cannot be waved away is the simple feet that 
people are instinctively concerned by anything that 
messes around with what they and their children eat They ' 
worry - rightly or wrongly - about thesafety of their food. 
They distrust, the more so after BSE, scientific pro- 
nouncements and the value of government assurances. 
They not only want testing of new technology to be car- 
ried out, they want it to be seen to be carried out And they 
worry about developments pushed fay large corporations. 

Which brings us back to Lord Sainsbuiy. It is not his 
fault that he is embroiled in this mess. He is, fay aH 
accounts, a decent, honourable chap who wants to be left 
alone to do his job and promote science in industry. There 
is, at this stage, do reason why he should resign. Tony Blair 
is right about that 

But the Prime Minister must learn from this food 
furore, ffirst, he should start to appreciate that people have 
legitimate concerns about the food that ends up in their 
bellies. And second, he must understand that while ; 
businessmen can bring certain fresh qualities to govern- i 
meat, , they’re not omniscient and can lead fo jnore trouble ! 
than they are worth. 
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Some answers to 
the Kurdish question 


THE KURDISH PKK party which has organised the mass 
take-over of Greek embassies around Europe, is a hard 
outfit No one should be in any doubt about that. Nor should 
there be any doubt about the party's leader Abdullah 
Ocalan, whose rapid ejection from the Greek embassy in 
Nairobi and extradition to Hirkey has set off this explosion 
of protest The leader of the PKK for the last 14 years, he 
is a terrorist with an appalling record of murder and torture. 

But Eke the IRA, the PKK is a mirror image of the forces 
that have suppressed it There are peoplse for wiwmhistoiy 
has shown no remorse. The Kurds are one of them. Caught 
in their mountain homeland at the point where Turkey, 
Syria. Iraq and Iran aH meet, they have suffered the fete 
of bong continually hounded by those nations. 
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On the whole the Iraq? Kurds have come out with a degree 
of dignity and some democracy, with their suffering at the 
hands of Saddam Hussein rightly condemned and their 
interests partiafiy protected by the allies. The Kurds from 
Turkey have been less fortunate. Oppressed with the 
utmost brutality by the TUrkish army, they have responded 
in kind, matching terror for terror They have also, as we 
see now, taken their cause to Europe, in demonstrations, 
assassinations and hostage-taking that have shown as 
much organisational sophistication as ruthlessness. Seiz- 
ing Greek official buildings in 10 cities simultaneously can- 
not be interpreted as an outpouring of spontaneous anger 
It is clearly the result of a plan long laid, probabty directed 
originally at Italy when it was considering extraditing the 
PKK leader, now directed at Greece. 

The demonstrations and occupations must be ended 
decisively, and Turkey and Greece must be supported. 
Whatever the rights and wrongs of causes, the principles 
of extradition and the sanctity of diplomatic representa- 


tion are fer too crucial for compromise to be acceptable. 

That said, Europe must also accept that the Kurds have 
been forced to take their struggle outside their own 
countries, and have the means to do so. There are now 
Kurdish communities throughout Europe, most of whom 
are genuine victims of political oppression at home with 
a right to asylum abroad. 

At the same time, Turkey, a determined applicant for 
European Union membership and a stalwart ally in Nato, 
must be considered as part of a wider Europe. 

The one feet needs to be balanced with the other Thrkey 
should be encouraged in its drive to join the EU. It should 
be supported in its extradition and trial of Ocalan. But at 
the same time it should be quietly made dear that the trial 
must be fair and seen to be fair and that, in the end, the 
Turkish government will have to exercise democratic 
control of its security forces in the east of the country and 
deal by negotiation with Kurdish demands for autonomy. 
That is what being part of modern Europe means. 
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The Government must listen 
to our fears about GM food 


WHEN CONFRONTED fay a foreigner 
who does not speak En glis h, itisour 
national trait to shout VfeiyVfery Loud 
in the hope that ampMcation will as- 
sist urxleretaridm^ Similarly, the Gov- 
ernment’s response to the public's 
feQure to heed one of its messages is 


a gain in the belief that we poor dull 
creatures will get the point in the end. 

In the handling of public fears 
about genetically modified food, how- 
ever; repetition will not be enough to 
turn back the tide of doubt and con- 
fusion. Food scares are for more tfif- 
ficult to defuse than the other 
vicissitudes that ma ke life fraught for 
governments. When it comes to what 

we eat and feed our families, we do not 

fell as readily as usual into party loy- 
alties, nor do we give a leader; even 
one as popular as Mr Blah; the ben- 
vf efit of the doubt This is why he now 
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mare - a popular coalition of resis- 
tance spanning aO social classes and 

political persuasions- Faced with a 

range of resistance that includes 
Greenpeace, John Redwood and the 
Mothers Union, the Government must 
realise that its damage-limitation 
strategy is doing everything but limit 
the damage. 

Tony Blair has prospered as a 
politician because he embofies reas- 
nutnio nro irirtined to believe 


wnat ne 

est political capitaLWhen he says 
that he is “sure" that GM foods are 

safe and can lead to nastier; health- 
ier and cheaper products”, he is 

squandering this vital advantage. 

First, we know that he doesnt 


reaO|y know whether his statement is 
true. Scientists are divided on the long- 
term consequences of consuming 
genetically modified foods. Mr Blair 
has stuck his neck out too fer in (he 
direction of optimism and 

therefore we take his becalming 
words with a pinch of unmodified salt 

In the role of Lord Sainsbuiy the 
Science Minister who owns a GM 
patent, is a msfl Qr complication - David 
Sainsbuiy is a thoughtful and popu- 
lar businessman, brimming with ideas 
to stimulate economic growth, and a 
longs tanding proponent of a broad 
centre-left coalition in British politics. 
He has every New Labour virtue, 
except, in this case, intuitive political 
judgement. 

Lord Sainsbuiy was not sufficiently 
open about the nature of a biotech- 
nology product he owns - one integral 
to the process of genetic modification 
- which was transferred into a blind 
trust three days after he entered the 
Government The claim that he ab- 
sents himsdffrom discussions on GM 
food policy in the Cabinet sub- 
committee on bio-technology also 
looks flimsy. 

An odd defence is rolled out in such 
cases, namely that the businessmen 

who enter pafitics are too naive to real- 
ise that there may be appearances of 
conflicts of interest between their 
assets and their new activities. The 
affehle Minister for European Tfcade, 
Lord Simon of Highbury w$s spared 

censure on these grounds when it was 
revealed that he had not declared sub- 
stantial shares in an offshore trust 

But this excuse washes less white 
every time it is used. It looks very grey 


u 

' DOES THE president believe 
that words on paperwffi cause 
either side to badge from its en- 
trenched position? Congress 
can stop this misguided mis- 

consider carefully bow that 

sssE^sa* D-* 

Netus, US 

THE SERBS have teen 

sonabie by demanffing 
Kosovars should sign the prin- 


ciples before negotiations pro- 
ceed further They created the 
problem by unleashing areign 
of terror in this province with 
a population comprising 90 per 
cent ethnic Albanians. Now 
they are making r eenneffiati on 
and political accommodation 
difficult The atrocities com- 
mitted by them could easily 
cause their record of war 
crimes in Bosnia to pale into in- 
significance if the warin Kos- 
ovo continues. 

Dawn, Pakistan 



ANNE 

MCELVOY 

When it comes to what we 
eat and feed our families, 
we do not fall readily 
into party loyalties 

in Lord Sainsbury’s case. After Lord 
Simon, not to mention the intermin- 
able complexities of Geoffrey Robin- 
son's a f fai r s, businessmen turning 
their hand to government should be 
aware that it is not sufficient to 
transfer their previous dealings to a 
blind trust and sag as little as possible 
about them. The more often a minis- 
ter is revealed as having stashed 
away some interest that might affect 
executive decisions, the less con- 
vincing are Mr Blair's guarantees that 
his government is transparent and 
sleaze-free. You cannot simultan- 
eously send the two messages “What 
you see is what you get” and “What 
you see is the bits of this minister’s 
lucrative interests that are not bund- 
led 19 in an anonymous trust until he 
leaves office.” Businessmen-polit- 
irians must pay the price of exposing 


their existing interests and assets. 

Downing Street says the Prime 
Minister is ‘frustrated’ by the way his 
message is being drowned out by an 
alliance of concerned folk and media 
hype. Certainly, on the topic of GM 
foods rationality is thrown to the 
winds. Yes, there is an outbreak ofMad 
Headline Writer’s disease in parts of 
the media - first prize to The Express 
for an understated little number that 
read, “Human genes in GM food: 
protests at move to ‘cannibalism’". 

But Downing Street's complaint is 
a bit like Rex Harrison in My Pair 
Lady demanding, “Why can can't a 
woman be more like a man?” It is a 
proposition reasonable only in its 
own, strictly limited terms. Mr Blair’s 
“frustration" rests on the expectation 
that the public should always believe 
that he is right on every occasion. He 
is in danger of believing the mythology’ 
that his message is sacred and can- 
not possibly be proved wrong 

Ibis tendency has unnerved me for 
some time. At the last party confer- 
ence, I was dining with a senior min- 
ister on the day questions were first 
raised about GM foods. I ventured 
some worry about the contents of my 
pasta. Ib this the minister snorted that 
my reservations were mere peasant 
suspicion of technology. He would 
happily eat any such products, he said. 
It struck me that my suspicion was 
based on the natural conservatism of 
the consume*; aware of the relatively 
low level of information and bargain- 
ing power I possess compared to the 
might and profit margins of the food 
industry. The minister, on the other 
hand, erred vastly on the side of in- 


caution because he had accepted so 
uncritically the Government’s em- 
brace of business. What surprised me 
was not so much my companion’s wild 
abandon to experimental habits, but 
his cavalier expectation that the pub- 
lic should share iL 

Even now, Mr Blair is pursuing the 
strategy of slapping down consumer 
doubts, rather than accepting that 
they exist, and answering them. On 
presentation, the Government has 
erred uncharacteristically. Using Jack 
C unningham, a machine politician 
best known for his defence of the nuc- 
lear industry, as the front man for the 
pro-GM policy is an own goal In most 
households, decisions about what is 
eaten are taken by women. If I may 
presume to minister to the spin doc- 
tors, might it not be a better idea to 
wheel out a sturdy female to replace 
Nuclear Jackin the battle to comince 
us that eating M-tech tomato paste will 
not turn us into aliens? 

But presentational skills alone will 
does not dispel the need for a more 
thoughtful approach to the conse- 
quences of genetically modified food. 
The Government must stop telling us 
that we are foolish to be concerned. 
That never reassured anyone. Ehrbet- 
ter to tighten testfogarri ficensing pro- 
cedure afong tte same lines as those 
applied to new drugs on the market 
and to emphasise, even after testing, 
that dear labelling is essential As Mr 
Blair said after his election, politicians 
must never forget that they are fee 
servants of foe people who put them 
in a position of trust That means tak- 
ing the public’s fears seriously - not 
just shouting them down. 


MONITOR 

ALL THE NEWS OF THE WORLD 
World comment on developments in the 
Kosovo peace talks 


IT IS distressing to see Wash- 
ington threatening aggression 


memb er of foe UN. It is im- 
portant for foe other perma- 
nent members to take note of 


foe latest US threat^ which, if 
carried out, will drive yet 
another nail into the dis- 
integrating coffin of security 
and law. Ifogoslavia’s neigh- 
bours need to be wary of the 


manner in which policies are 
driving Kosovo towards 
independence. 

Times of huHa 

CLINTON HAS committed 4,000 


in Kosovo. Congress should be 
involved before foe president 
commits more US troops to an- 
other peacekeeping mission. 
Putting GIs in harm’s way de- 
mands caution and approval 
from the people’s representa- 
tives. Getting Congress’s bless- 


ing should have come before 
Clinton promised foe troops. 
San Antonio News, US 

KOSOVO NEED not become 
another Bosnia-style quag- 
mire. The best way to prevent 
that is to make sure that foe 
plan is carried out to the letter. 
If peace is not foe result of this 
well-defined mission, commit- 
ting our troops to patrol foe 
streets of Kosovo is an un- 
acceptable back-up measure. 
The Free Lance-Star, US 


Q uote of the Pay 

“It's a dreadful thing to have done.” 
Margaret Cook. 

ex-wife of the Foreign Secretary, on her memoirs 

T HOUGHT FOR THE PAY 

“God in creating Man somewhat 
overestimated his ability." 

Oscar 
Irish writer 
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Pandora 


A NEW “currency" will soon 
start changing hands in the 
nation's shops and 
supermarkets. The currency, 
which refugee groups have 
dubbed the “asyio", is a 
voucher system about to be 
introduced by the Home 
Office as a means of giving 
cashless refugees the 
opportunity to obtain food and 
basic toiletries. The notes are 
being designed by Home 
Office staff; one wonders 
whether they will be able to 
resist the lure of using the 
likeness of our great leader 
Mr Blair, in place of the 
more traditional Image of 
Her Majesty. 


THE ROYAL Opera House 
chairman Sir Colin 
Southgate's speech at the 
House's topping-out 
ceremony yesterday was 
interesting not only for his 
continual use of the phrase 
“topping off” instead of 
“topping out”. He also 
lavished praise on the 
award-winning ROB 
orchestra; several of its 
soloists gave recitals to “top 
off” the ceremony. Can this 
be the same orchestra that 
Sir Colin wanted to stand 
down for a year, under his 
cost-cutting plan? 


THERE WAS an other-worldly 
feeling to the EMI Songbook 
launch at the Abbey Road 
Studios. Ralph Steadman, the 
cartoonist and the author 
lain Banks were among the 
celebrities who regaled the 
audience with their wordy 
wit while examples of their 
ideas for album compilations 
adorned the walls. But in the 
heavens, or at least in the 
upstairs studio. Pandora was 
told the composer John 
Williams and the London 
Symphony Orchestra were 
fine-tuning the music for the 
Star Wars prequel. The 
Phantom Menace. Checking 
back with the studio, she was 
told by a spokesperson: “We 
can't say anything this week; 
maybe next week we will." 
However, the force behind the 
LSO confirmed the sessions - 
which ended last night 


THE INDUSTRY Minister 
Ian McCartney doesn't 
mince bis _ ^ 

words. The ~ "V 

former - \ 

chef was 1 

recently 
grilled in a - * 

Commons 



corridor by the Tory MP 
John Bercow over why 
restaurant owners should 
pay a minimum wage to 
staff who receive sizeable 
tips. 

“My goodness. I often 
give waiters a £5 tip,” 
Bercow reportedly bellowed 
at the minister. 

Bringing his catering 
experience to the fore 
McCartney growled: “Listen 
son, pompous idiots like you 
got a damn sight more than 
soup in their soup.” 


THE BROADCASTING 
Monitoring Company, a sister 
company of the Financial 
Times,- is not living up to its 
name. Yesterday it sent some 
information to the 
Amalgamated Engineering 
and Electrical Union, 
addressing it to Charlie 
Whelan. The high-profile spin 
doctor, who enjoyed a spot of 
publicity recently when he 
resigned as press secretary 
to the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer; left the union 
about five years ago. Perhaps 
someone ought to provide the 
monitoring organisation with 
a cuttings service. 


THE FORMER lover of 
President Clinton, Gennifer 
Flowers (pictured) is to 
dine with the Master and 
Fellows of University 
College, Oxford - where 
Clinton was a Rhodes 
scholar. The dinner is 
expected to take place 
tonight, two days before 
Flowers is due to address 
the Oxford Union on 
“Surviving Sex Power and 
Propaganda” Pandora 
would love to be a fly on the 
wall at this function. Given 
that Gennifer described 
Clinton as “lusty and 
passionate and insatiable in 
the bedroom” her after- 
dinner banter with the 
mighty academics of Oxford 
could be highly educational. 


IN A moment of madness, a 
friend of Pandora's bought a 
rabbit from a butcher When 
he got it home, he realised 
that he had no idea how to 

cook it Taking his 
life into his 
# hands, he 
called up the 
I Michelin- 
' •. starred chef 
Gordon Ramsey, 
£ not usually noted 
for his charm. 
When Pandora's 
friend was asked to 
identity himself, he 
meekly replied that he 
was a member of the public. 
The line momentarily went 
dead before Ramsey 
answered, and spent the next 
15 minutes giving 
instructions. 

Pandora wonders whether 
Mr Ramsey would be kind 
enough to give her advice 
over the telephone on how to 
boil an egg. Or would that be 
pushing it? 

Pandora can be contacted by 
e-mail at- pandora 
independent.co.uk 


■ 

Politicians are such tragic groupies 


FOR A publicity-seeking band with 
an album to plug, the Brits always 
offer the perfect platform. We will 
know tty now whether last night's 
MP-studded event saw an bucket 

emptied over the head of a Labour 
politician. 

Last year John Prescott's un- 
likely effort to appear trendy was 
doomed by Mr Danbert Nobacon of 
Chumbawamba, Last night there 
was no shortage of potential victims 
- from Cherie Blair to Chris Smith, 
from Mo Mowlam to Peter Haiti, 
from George Robertson to Paul 
Boateng. By all accounts there were 
up to 60 MPs and a sizeable portion 
of the Cabinet at the London Dock- 
lands Arena. New Labour was 
rockin' in the aisles. 

The parent of a victim of the 
Troubles in Ulster noted that he had 
been trying for a year to see Dr 
Mowlam. “If I were a pop star I'm 
sure they’d pay me more attention,” 
he added. 

You bet There's no surer way of 
getting into earshot of New Labour 
than having a cumber at the top of 
the charts. But make sure it’s the 
pop charts and not the classical 
charts, which count for far less in 



dayid 

lister 

As self-made men and 
women, rock stars 
are often right-wing, 
selfish and materialistic 

terms of street cred. Following last 
year’s Brits, Peter Mandelson was 
asked, before his own exit from the 
charts, how many members of the 
Cabinet had ever attendeda concert 
at the Wigmore Hall He changed 
the subject 

Labour governments choose 
their stars carefully. They must 
have mass popular appeal and epit- 
omise the height of fashion, cool and 


cutting edge. It’s in feet far from a 
Nov labour phenomenal It was old 
Labour in the form of Harold Wilson 
who first exploited the public rela- 
tions coup of inviting them toDown- 
ing Street soirees. John Lennon 
even referred to him as “that nice 
Mr Wilson” on televison. How could 
Edward jHeath conducting a sym- 
phony orchestra compete with that? 

Wilson’s strategy was a seemingly 

clever one. The coming 1970 election 
was to allow ifryear-olds to vote for 
the first time. A trendy PM with pop 
star mates was more likely to get 
those first-timers on his side. But 
while The Beatles were built to 
last, some of Wilson’s other guests 
at those soirees had a shelf life on 
their coolness. Who now remembers 
Kenny Lynch, a regular Downing 
Street visitor who repaid his hospi- 
tality most thoughtlessly by be- 
coming solidly middle of the road? 

That’s the trouble with rock stars. 

They, their managers and their 
record company bosses are unpre- 
dictable. Worse. As self-made men 
and women they are more often 
than not right-wing, selfish and 
materialistic. 

Blair has already had a lesson in 


the rode world's curious political mix 
of Sixties hippie philosophy and 
self-centred individualism. Blur s 
Damon Albam savaged Labour at 
a press conference devoted to 
Labour's further-education policy. 
Alan McGhee, the man who dis- 
covered Oasis, was moved to de- 
scribe Labour's welfere-to-work 
scheme as “soul-destroying, in- 
credibly naive, ill-judged, unfair and 
Draconian, penalising the lifeblood 
of our cultural future". 

In papspeak that counts as a mea- 
sured response. As does Primal 
Scream’s Bobby Gillespie who,when 
asked if pop stars should go to 
Number Ten, replied: "Only with a 
pound of Semtex”. 

And the Cabinet has not yet re- 
sponded to Jarvis Cocker's obser- 
vation, not to be found in the New 
Labour manifesto, that “if you want- 
ed to be in a band, oryou wanted to 
be a painter or you wanted to do any- 
thing, you'd go on the dole”. 

Logical? Who cares? Politically 
inconsistent? Probably. Essentially 
parasitic. Almost certainly. That is 
the core of a rock star's philosophy. 
And they are all the more charis- 
matic for it It is from politicians that 


ve expect a measure of consistency 
and statesmanship, and a distanc- 
ing from the mercurial back-of-a- 
record-sleeve ideologies of the stars. 

But there is a much better rea- 
son why New Labour should end its 
flirtation with pop, a flirtation that 
sometimes resembles the awe- 
struck blind devotion of the groupie. 
It is not just the resentment of the 
rest of the arts world, though that 
has certainly helped lead to B lair 
and Smith dropping all references 
to Cool Britannia. 

It is a gut feeling, even - perhaps 
especially - among Blair s own gen- 
eration. that rock equals rebellion; 
that both popular culture and soc- 
iety’ in general need an outrageous, 
nonemdorming, egocentric element 
with a concentration span as short 
as a CD single. That this noncon- 
forming element should inhabit a 
fantasy world of riches, sex, poetiy, 
all in Bacchanalian dimensions. . 

That Dr Mowlam is a gifted politi- 
cian but not a rock chick. That 
John Prescott should not share a 
hall with Chumbawamba. That one 
of rock music's targets should be the 
government of the day. As. in- 
evitably, Mr Blair; one day it will be. 


Don’t privatise the Tube by 
the back door, Mr Prescott 


ANYONE WHO braved the Tube 
strike to come to my Monday night 
monster meeting at Methodist Cen- 
tral Hall would, of course, be left in 
no doubt over the immediate issue 
on everyone's mind - the undemo- 
cratic attempt to rig the ballot that 
will select Labour's candidate for 
mayor of London. However; it was 
also clear that the first priority that 
Londoners will want their new 
mayor to have is sorting out their 
daily transport nightmares. 

Although London's traffic was 
worse than normal during the 
RMTs two-day Tube strike, for most 
travellers it was a question of just 
bring a bit worse than the normal 
daily drudgery of trying to get to and 
from work, with a lot of the impact 
reduced due to the school half-term 
cutting the number of cars on the 
roads at crucial times. 

In one office after another across 
London, people's main topic of con- 
versation is no longer who's bedding 
whom in the soaps, but who had the 
worst nightmare journey into work 
that morning. When you get to work, 
your productivity vnll be down owing 
to the congestion and the tension of 
the journey. So far this year I have 
been trapped in two hour-long delays 
on the Jubilee Line, and it has got 
so bad that I routinely have to allow 
an extra 10 to 15 minutes on apy jour- 
ney to cope with unexpected delays. 

Congestion is destroying our 
quality of life, even life itself. Just by 
breathing the atmosphere, Lon- 
doners double their chance of get- 
ting lung cancer, half of all the 
children who live on a main road 
have asthma, and every winter car 
femes build up into a toxic smog that 
kills only hundreds if we’re lucky but 
thousands in a bad year London cer- 
tainly has all the worst transport 
problems that afflict Britain’s other 
cities - but on a Larger scale, simply 
because of the size of the city. 



Ken 

Livingstone 

We'll modernise the Tube, 
but we won't be helped 
by the pitiftd dullards 
who. run the system now 

This is why John Prescott has de- 
cided to let London be the test-bed 
tor his new transport policy, giving 
the new mayorpowers to tackle con- 
gestion years before the rest of the 
country can expect them. 

If London can’t get it right then 
other cities have little chance. Lon- 
don also has a slight advantage: Mrs 
Thatcher never got around to pri- 
vatising our publfe transport ent^^ 
in the way that devastated services 
in much of the rest of Britain. 

It's the fear that Labour’s public- 
private partaership fPPP) for the 
Hibe is privatisation by the backdoor 
that has provoked Mr Prescott’s old 
union into a two-day strike. When 
Loadon’s buses were semi-privat- 
ised drivers lost about £35 a week 
from their pay causing an exodus of 
many of our best and most defeated 
public transport servants and 
creating a high- turn- over, semi- 
casualised workforce. 

This strike would never have 
happened if London Transport's 
chauffeur-driven bosses had been 
prepared to give a simple guarantee 
that the PPP will not lead to cuts in 


wages and conditions (although I am 
personally in favour of cutting the 
conditions of somq London Trans- 
port bosses by taking away their 
chauffeur-driven cars and forcing 
them to use the abysmal service they 
so cynically impose on Londoners) . 
London Transport bosses, however 
clearly hope to use Mr Prescott’s 
new finance initiative as a cover for 
getting rid of more staff and bump- 
ing 19 fares at an even faster rate. 

Ourproblems arose because the 
Treasury wanted to sell off the Ttobe 
to the highest bidder. Though John 
Prescott was able to defeat this 
scheme, he was blocked by the 
Treasury from raising the £7tm he 
needs to deal with the backlog of 
Tube repairs he inherited from the 
Tory government in the most simple 
way - by increasing London's busi- 
ness rate and council tax. 

The PPP is the result of a com- 
promise, although realty if s just bor- 
rowing money under a different 
guise. Even if the Treasury was op- 
posed to funding Hibe repairs by tax 
increases, there was no reason why 
it could not have given London 
Transport the power to borrow on 
the markets by raising a ample bond 
issue. If s still not clear how much 
more interest Londoners will have 
to pay because we are going for the 
more expensive option of PPE 

It msty be a year yet before we see 
the final figures, and J ohn P rescott 
has made it clear that PPP will go 
ahead only if those figures add up. 

If s not surprising if, in this long 
period of confusion, trade unionists 
have taken industrial action to de- 
fend their jobs. This has led the ex- 
treme right to demand that the 
Government bring in legislation to 
ban strikes in the public sector. 
This classic barmy authoritarian 
approach overlooks two important 
facts. First in those jobs where 
strikes have been banned, such as 



Passengers board another overcrowded train on the Tube 


the police service, the state has had 
to undertake to payahigher level of 
wages in order to make the ban ac- 
ceptable to those it is imposed upon. 

Second; after the right to vote, the 
right to withdraw his or her labour 
is the most important freedom the 
individual has. There is not a 
democracy anywhere in the world 
that does not have a free trade 
union movement, and it is significant 
that one of the first actions in any 
Stalinist or Fascist regime has been 
the suppression of free trade 
unionism. I'm confident that in the 
end John Prescott will find a mech- 
anism that allows us to modernise 
the Hibe, but he is unlikely to be 
helped by the pitiful dullards who 
currently run the system. 

Ever since they escaped from the 
control of the GLC their main prior- 
ity, apart from lining their own pock- 
ets with huge salary hikes and 
perks, has been to get rid of as many 
staff as possible. Conductors were 
sacked even though it meant a huge 
increase in the time buses have to 
wait at stops. 

Tens of millions of pounds that 


should have been spent on repairs 
to Underground track and trains was 
wasted introducing automatic ticket 
barriers just so that ticket collectors 
could be added to the dole queues. 
Every time Fra caught in another 
Tube delay because of signalling or 
track failure. I think about the cost 
of those new ticket barriers. 

Although the railways allow 
passengers to daixn money back 
when delayed inordinately, to be 
really effective the cost of these 
rebates should come out of the 
salaries of the rail bosses and the 
dividends otherwise paid to share- 
holders so as to bring to bear “the 
spur of competition and the rigours 
of the market” if I may be so bold to 
quote Tony Blair's replacement for 
Clause Fbur 

If we could get our buses, TUbes 
and trains once again running far the 
benefit of the passengers, people 
would be willing to leave their cars 
at home. But that is the way it must 
be done. Improve public transport 
first, rather than impose a culture 
of blame and penalties on the 
motorists. 
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The dangers of paternalism 


4 IT )S only 40 years or so 
since the late Douglas 
Jay infamously de- 
clared, with a confidence 
that few politicians in the 
developed world would claim 
today: “There are some things 
about which the Gentleman in 
Whitehall really does know 
best" 

Whatever the Gentleman 
in Whitehall may have thought, 
most of us today think that the 
state has rather fewer rights to 
do us good without our consent 
than do our families and 
friends, and perhaps even 
fewer than the professionals 
such as doctors, lawyers and 
ministers of religion to whom 
we turn. 

When may government pur- 
sue our benefit, as politicians 
or officials see it, when we 
have not specifically authorised 
them to do so? 

Welfare to work pro- 
grammes are sometimes de- 
scribed as paternalistic. The 
American professor and advo- 
cate of “hassling" the poor 
and unemployed, Lawrence 
Mead, has described them as 
“the new paternalism", be- 
cause they involve coercion. 

Actually, I am far from sure 
that coercion in these cases is 


principally justified on pater- 
nalistic grounds. 

Typically, at least in the case 
of the British government’s 
New Deal, the justification 
offered is that citizens have 
obligations to taxpayers in a 
kind of social contract only to 
burden them with the costs of 
their upkeep in emergencies 
and to keep that burden to a 
minimum. An obligation upon 
citizens not to barm other’s 
interests is not coercion for 
their own good 

In general it should be said 
that there are real risks in 
rrinEucing weak arguments for 
paternalism with the non- 
pate realistic argument that 
citizens have a duty not to 
dump the costs of their support 
on the taxpayer or not to harm 
others in the way in which 
they live their lives. I think on 
balance that there are such 
moral duties. 

But it does not follow that 
the Government has the right 
to use the force of law to en- 
force those moral duties in 
every case. 

Fbr example, in many cases 
of health-related behaviour, 
the others who may be 
harmed, however are princi- 
pally ta^ayers, who may have 
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to pick up the bill for the med- 
ical care. Now that the NH5 is 
seeking to recover these costs 
from the vehicle insurance 
plans of the individuals' 
affected, the ground for gov- 
ernment paternalism may be 
undermined. However the 
principle states that if indi- 
viduals were to consent to the 
regulation - and many it seems 
clear would - it is permissible 
even if there are additional 
ctmtradiialreqiiiremeiiteupon 


individuals for any private 
insurance they may have cov- 
ering such risks. 

On the other hand, the beef- 
on-the-bone ban seems to fail 
several limbs of the test It is 
far from clear that citizens 
would consent if we were told 
the frill information available to 
ministers at the time it was 
imposed, and if the real reason 
was not one of public health but 
of negotiating strategies in 
Europe in seeking the lifting of 
the export ban, then it is not 
even clear that the Govern- 
ment's explanation of the ban 
was in good faith. 

The evidence seems to be 
lacking of great diligence in 
finding out what would work to 
prevent Creutzfeldt- Jakob dis- 
ease. The evidence might have 
justified paternalistic health 
warnings or the publication of 
information for consumers- to 
make up their own minds, but 
not a paternalistic ban. 

In the last fortnight, there 
has been a huge moral panic in 

the newspapers about genetic- 
ally modified foods. William 
Hague has declared his party 
to be in favour of an outri gh t 
ban, and the Prime Minister 
has expressed alarm too. 

I don't want to spend any 


time tonight on the pseudo- 
science peddled by many of the 
alarmists, or to devote a ay 
time to the positive environ- 
mental benefits that might flow 
from getting genetic modifica- 
tion right 

I will just say that some of 
the causal mechanisms of gene 
flow between species they 
claim to be worried about are, 
for all practical purposes, bio- 
logically inconceivable, and I do 
want to point out that no one 
has ever come up with a single 
case of harm to human health 
from aqy of the mainstream 
genetically modified foods in 
the supermarkets. 

Fundamentally; however, I 
do want to suggest that we 
n eed t o think long and hard 
before we rush to banning any- 
thing. There are good reasons 
for giving consumers informa- 
tion on food labels about what 
they are choosing, and letting 
them decide for themselves. 
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to know better than I or any 
other shopper or diner does 
what kind of food we want to 
eat, and banning things 
that many of us may 
well want That is 
paternalism too far. 
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Truth is no stranger to fiction 



Deborah Orr 

KureishVs ex-wife reacted 
angrily: ‘He calls it a 
novel . It's total hypocrisy. 
Nobody believes it' 


WHAT ARE we to mate* of Roger? 
We meet him when he has been ac- 
rimoniously separated from his 
wife for a year He has just collect- 
ed his two young sons, aged five- 
and-a-halfanri four from fh p an pam 
and taken them to the park. 

He lets them loose in the ad- 
venture playground, then reads his 
paper; until it starts r aining Then 
he takes them to the park’s caffe, or- 
ders them doughnuts and chats up 
the woman at the next table, until 
another woman points out to him 
that his two boys are at the for end 
of the room, rolling around on top 
of another boy who is screaming 
about being bitten. He then hustles 
them out of the cafe. 

His parenting for that, day ap- 
parently complete, he takes the 
boys back to their home. He has for- 
gotten that the locks have been 
changed, so be and his children wait 
on the porch in the rain until dark- 
ness falls and their mother comes 
home from work. 

Roger; however; has a problem. 
He is wearing his new chocolate- 
coloured suit and his beautiful new 
loafers, for that evening he is going 
to a publishing p arty; w here he is to 
meet a woman be likes. He needs 
to borrow an umbrella, or his out 
fit and his sangfroid will be ruined. 
His wife refuses to give him one, 
which incenses him so much hat 
the two of them have a violent row 
in front of the children. 

Roger has everything in common 
with Jay who we encountered al- 
mbstayear ago, in Hanif Khreishz's 
best-selling short novel. Intimacy. 
Jay talked us through his last night 
at home with his partner; Susan, be- 
fore lie walked out on her and his 
two sons, aged five and three. Per-' 
haps the similarity of the two men 
isnT surprising, for Roger is the pro- 
tagonist of ’‘The Umbrella” a new 
short story by KureisMpuhlished in 
the latest edition of the Kenny mag- 
azine Granto. 

Intimacy caused quite a furore 
when it was published, not only be- 
cause Jay behaved so dreadfully 
and so setf-justityingty but also be- 
cause Kureishi himself had left his 
wife and young twin sons a year be- 
fore that Kureishi’s ex-wife, Tracey 
Scoffield, reacted angrily. TOe says 
it's a novel, but that's an absolute 
abdication of responsibility. It’s 
total hypocrisy... You may as well 



Hanif Kureishi has not disguised a memoir as a novel, but used his own experiences to reveal universal truths through the medium of fiction 


Peter MacDiarmid 


call it a fish. Nobody believes that 
it's just pure fiction.” 

Kureishi’s sister Vasmiu algn 
advertised her anger at the publi- 
cation of Intimacy. She didn't object 
to the contents, but to what her 
brother had been saying in promo- 
tional interviews about bis own 
life. “The memory of my father I 
hoW very dear and I will do anything 
in my power to ensure it is not fab- 
ricate for the entertainment of the 
public or for Hanifs {unfit” 

Poor old Hanif, caught between 
two stools. Damned if he serves up 
reality as fiction, damned if he 
serves up fiction as reality. What a 
good job he doesn’t work too much 
mtetevison, where both of these ac- 
tivities earn anger not only from 
one’s family but from the media, 
regulatory boards and the viewing 
public as welL What a shame he 
doesn’t work in Washington, say as 
President of the United States or 
something, where such matters 
are not deemed oearty so important 
Truth really has become the most 
difficult of concepts. 

I didn’t think I could be shocked 
any more by the lies and double- 
standards of the Lewinsky affair 
But the scrutiny which the journalist 
Christopher Hitchens has been 


subjected to has pnt the garnish on 
the BSE sandwich. Hitchens, maqy 
friends and fellow democrats have 
declared must be cast out of polite 
society for his part m the Presidents 

houn ding. 

' What was bis crime? He noticed 

that SMnp y R hrmpnthal, a top White 

House aide, bad bed on the witness 
stand, denying he had spread ru- 
mours that Monica Lewinsky was 
a “stalker” and “a predatcsy and un- 
stable sexually demanding woman”. 
SillCB hag toM Hi tnhpng 

those very things, he begged to con- 
tradict; swearing an affidavit that 

Bh nn en fh al had said this nntjiist jn 

him but to others as welL The bas- 
tard told the truth. 

Rather like those bastards who 
made Chickens, ft documentary 
about illegal gay prostitution in 
Glasgow. Everything in the har- 
rowing documentary was true, ex- 
cept that the “clients” shown in the 
programme were not actually 
clients. Channel 4, which screened 
the programme, has been fined 
£lm for this deception, even though 
the people setting the underage 
gay sex, the actual victims with 
whom the documentary was con- 
cerned, were perfectly genuine. 
The programme makers certainly 


made a stupid miKtafcrp in not in- 
forming viewers that the “clients” 
were being posed by actors, but 
since in television, as in life, “au- 
thenticity” has become more prized 
than truth it’s easy to understand 
why they did it 

But it is certainly strange that 
you are condemned for including 
truth in fiction, you are condemned 
for telling the truth in the “trial of 
the century”, and you are con- 
demned for revealing the truth 
about gay prostitution. It’s not just 
on television chat shows that we 
cant tell truth from fiction any 
more. It’s everywhere. 

Why should this paradox have 
emerged, when it seems that our ap- 
petite for truth is so inexhaustible, 
and our need for verity so un- 
quenchable? We cant get enou ghof 
autobiography and memoir Every 
newspaper has to have several 
columns about the emotional trau- 
mas of real-life people. If there 
isn’t a “docusoap" on television 
then there’s bound to be a chat show 
Gt may be trivia, but it must be true). 

The work of politicians, actors, 
musicians and football managers 
can now, it appears, only be under- 
stood by dose reading erf their opin- 
ions and open discussion of their 


personal situations. And the most 
admired artists are those who, like 
Tracey Emin, base their art on 
their own lives. No wonder there's 
not enough truth to go round. 

Sometimes it aD seems to me like 
p re-millennial tension, a collective 
hysteria, a desire to confess and be 
confessed to, to act out a modern 
version of Revelation, just in case 
the worst happens and the millen- 
nium really does mean Armaged- 
don. Then I get a grip, tell myself 
to calm down, and think about it all 
some more. 

Oddly, a pointer towards the 
reasons for our predilection for the 
plain unvarnished appears in Hanif 
Kureishi’s Intimacy. Jay is remi- 
niscing about his first days at uni- 
versity. “Philosophy was formal, 
abstract, cooL I chose it because I 
loved literature, and didn’t want 
stories that had been poisoned by 
theorising Fbr me that was like 
food that had been chewed by 
other people." 

Jay’s wony is about literary the- 
ory spoiling his personal experience 
of literature. Ours appears broad- 
en a worry about the things we are 
told being mediated, spun, angled, 
loaded. If we deal only in the truth, 
we imagine, then we can be certain 


of what we see, read and hear. But 
that’s not right at all, as these lat- 
est works of Hanif Kureishi attest 

His fiction has always been au- 
tobiographical, but while in the 
past he has explored race, class, 
sexuality, bis new work is, if you will 
far more intimate. Had he, like so 
many other writers nowadays, gone 
straight for memoir in his explo- 
rations of his wantonly broken fam- 
ily, aD we would have learned is that 
Hanif Kureshi is not an admirable 
man. With that he and his writings 
could have been dismissed. 

But instead there is much more 
to be gleaned from these new pieces 
of writing about why men do the 
things they do to their children, and 
the mothers of their children, and 
what it is they think they are doing 
to them, and for themselves. By fic- 
tionalising the truth, Kureishi dis- 
tances himself from it and makes it 
not particular but general. 

Which is wiyr, while truth will al- 
ways be stranger than fiction, fic- 
tion wifi always be toe medium best 
placed to furnish us with universal 
truths. And it is the latter that we 
have lost sight of in our quest for fac- 
tual detail. When it comes to veri- 
ty. we’ve already had far too much 
of a good thing 


RIGHT 
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The campaign 
director of 
Greenpeace replies 
to Charles Arthur's 
article on genetically 
engineered food. 

AT LAST, issues with a scien- 
tific background have landed 
where they belong - in toe 
political arena. The issues 
that confront us with genet 
ically engineered «GE» food 
are, at root, politic.il They 
are issues of power and con- 
trol over new technologies 
and the nature of future agri- 
cultural policy. Sadly, toe Gov- 
ernment pretends these can 
be dealt with by scientific com- 
mittees examining the minu- 
tiae of gene insertion. 

With all these questions 
about GE food and crop safe- 
ty. has anyone looked at toe 
alternative? In terms of what 
consumers want and envir- 
onmental impact there’s one 
winner - organic food. Apaper 
in Nature magazine last year 
showed that yields of soya 
and maize were the same 
from organic agriculture as 
they' were from intensive con- 
ventional farming. Why then 
does Britain have one of the 
lowest rates of organic agri- 
culture in Europe? 

None of this is to say that 
toe science is unimportant - 
far from it, it is essential But 
there are limits to what 
science can tell us. In this, just 
as any other argument, you 
have to look at what values you 
bring to the (dinner) table. 
Science cannot answer the 
political and societal ques- 
tions: Are gene-foods and 
crops necessary? What are toe 
alternatives? How fair is it that 
the British public take the 
risks and toe benefits go toan 
American multinational? 
What is acceptable risk? (and 
there are risks - as even Mon- 
santo’s chief executive ac- 
cepts). If you examine these 
questions, you may well con- 
dude that we should ban GE 
food and crops. But coherent 
answers are conspicuously 
lacking from government 
Tony Blair complains he is 
frustrated about the debate. 
Frankly, so are we. Green- 
peace has been campaigning 
on this issue for 10 years now. 


A ride on Darwin’s bandwagon 


sui 
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IN THE Twenties, the noted Harvard 
physiologist WJ Crozier warned, his 
students against abandoning “proper’’ 
biological disciplines such as phys- 
iology and anatomy for toe attractions 
of a “soft” subject such as evolution. 
“Evolution”, he told them, “is a good 
topic for toe Sunday supplements of 
newspapers, but it isn’t science.” 
Seventy years on, few would dispute 
that evolutionary biology is now a 



WEDNESDAY BOOK 

DARWIN’S SPECTRE: EVOLUTIONARY 
BIOLOGY IN THE MODERN WORLD 

BY MICHAEL R ROSE, 

PRINCETON UNIVERSITY PRESS. £18.95 


Theodosius Dobzhansfey put it, “Noth- 
ing in biology mates sense except m 


more that Darwinists write as if for 
Sunday supplements, abandoning 
s c ientific farts for speculative theories 
and Sights of fancy. 

This paradox is well expressed by 


MICROS, an 

many evolutionary biologfete bave - expert on the b.ologyrfagemg, wants 


tried to stretch Dobzhansky s axiom 
even further; claiming that not just in 
biology, but also in the social sdences, 
nothing makes sense except m evol- 
ution’s fight The paradox, though, is 
that the more Darwinism seems to ex- 
plain about human behaviour toe 


to reveal toe universal importance of 
Darwinism. His book is divided into 
three sections. The first explores 
some of the key conceptual issues re- 
lated to Darwinian theory (such as se- 
lection, adaptation and variation) 
while the second deals with applic- 






Wednesday poem 

NIGHT THOUGHTS AT TUNG-LIN 
MONASTERY ON LU MOUNTAIN 

by" PO (AD701-762). TRANSLATED BY DAVID HINTON 

Alone, searching for blue-lotus roofs, 

I set out from cHy gates. Soon, frost 

dean Tting-fin temple bells call out 
Hu Creeks moon bright in pale water 

Heaven's fragrance everywhere pure 
emptiness, heaven’s music endless, 

I sit silent It’s still, the entire Buddha- 
realm in a hair’s-breadth, mind-depths 

% 

AH bottomless clarity in which vast 
• fcgjpgg be gin and end out of nowhere. 

nnrm comes from David Hinton's translation of 
■The S?££dP<£ns of Li Pc’, published by Anvil Press (£9.95) 


ations of Darwinian theory (agricul- 
ture, medicine and eugenics). In both 
cases, the discussion is placed in a his- 
torical context Rose provides, for in- 
stance, a potted biography of Darwin 
and a brief history of racial science. 

You would be well advised to skip 
afl tors. The biology here vria be fam- 
iliar to anyone who has read authors 
such as Richard Dawkins, Steven 
Pinter and Randolph Nesse, while 
some of toe history is tfistindly dodgy. 
Any writer who admits that one of his 
key historical sources is Paul John- 
son’s The Birth of fhe Modem World 
does little to generate confidence. 

The real interest of the book lies in 
toe third section, in which Rose enters 
toe debate about human nature. Rose 
wants to challeng e traditional Dar- 
winian explanations of human nature 
- such as evolutionary psychology - 
but from a Darwinian viewpoint 
Evolutionary psychology holds that 
mud) of human behaviour has been 
shaped by natural selection, chosen 
because such behaviours helped our 
Stone Age ancestors toe better to sur- 
vive and reproduce. 

Such a view. Rose observes, does 
not capture toe key aspect of human 
behaviour - its “spectacular Sexual- 
ity”. Rose proposes a new theory 
which he dubs “immanent Darwin- 
ian”. All human behaviour he argues, 
is impiicstiy Darwinist not because we 
have specific behaviours shaped by 
natural selection, but because human 
beings constantly calculate toe best 
ways of passing on their genes. “On 
this model”, he writes, “behaviour is 
determined by an immanent process 


of calculation taking place in the 
brain, not by genetic evolution arising 
from natural selection.” 

Rose accepts that “we don’t expe- 
rience our mental processes as hav- 
ing Darwinian ends”. Rather, the 
Darwinian calculations that underlie 
our behaviour are subconscious. 
According to Rose, we an possess a 
“d ynamic unconscious analogous to 

Freud’s super-ego", except that it is 
driven by a “Darwinian calculus”. 
TVip nAirral m echanism that cfdrulalcs 
Darwinian odds, he suggests, is loc- 
ated in the brain’s frontal lobes. “Our 
subjective experiences and calcul- 
ations", Rose writes, “would be like 
dogs on a leash, the leash held by a 
Darwinian master of whom we are not 
normally aware.” 

This is all good fun, as Rose con- 
stantly jumps from one extravagant 
speculation to the next The trouble is 
that speculation is rarely leavened by 
empirical facts. As Rose himself ad- 
mits, “this type of theory patently in- 
vites incredulity" and is “such an 
extravagant hypothesis” that it mates 
evolutionary psychology “attractive by 
contrast". Rose’s tbeoryjettisons the 
best aspects of evolutionary psychol- 
ogy- its ability to explain some human 
traits, such as language - while re- 
taining its more dubious aspects, in- 
cluding the tendency to wild 
speculation and the attem pt to explain 
all human behaviour in terms of re- 
productive fitness. 

Ultimately, Rose’s vision of human 
nature derives not from sdence but 
from political ideology. The contrast 
between evolutionary psychology and 
immanent Darwinism corresponds, he 
believes, to the debate between 
Keynesianism and monetarism. Just 
like Keynesians, evolutionary psych- 
ologists have abandoned a libertarian 
view of human nature. According to 
evolutionary psychology “the behav- 
iour of humans as producers, con- 
sumers, or intermediaries will be 



Charles Darwin, the inspiration of 
many a Sunday supplement UPP 

defined by specific behavioural 
mechanisms established by genetic 
adaptation”. 

With immflnpnt Darwinism, how- 
eva; “the economy becomes a kind of 
xnfilee, barely held together by insti- 
tutional frameworks, whh congeries of 
Darwinian fiends struggling fra* ad- 
vantage.” Socialism, he adds, “would 
be compatible with toe evolutionary 
psychology system”, wbDe with im- 
manent Darwinism There can be no 
peace for toe social engineers". This 
is an argument that defies any kind of 
rational response. It's good Sunday- 
supplement stuff But is it science? 

Kenan Malik 

Ttereuieioer’s bookT’fte Meaning of 
Race' is published by Macmillan 
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Ehrlichman 


A QUARTER of a century ago, Wash- 
ington was swept up in an im- 
peachment drama far more gripping 
than the sorry and sordid saga 
which has unfolded over the last 12 
months. The President of course was 
Richard Nison, who was forced to re- 
sign. The crime was not the con- 
cealment of a legal sexual affair, but 
high conspiracy, perversion of jus- 
tice and the misuse of the highest 
offices and agencies of American 
government And a central figure in 
proceedings was John D. Ehrlich- 
man, Nixon’s domestic affairs ad- 
vise?; confidant and fellow plotter 
Together with Bob Hal de m an, the 
President's chief of staff, he formed 
what the press dubbed the “Berlin 
Wail" or “Prussian Guard”, sealing 
off a frequently paranoid President 
from a world which all three believed 
was irredeemably biased against 
them. Ehrlichman had met Halde- 
man as a student at the University 
of California alts' be left the air force 
in 1945, and the friendship would lead 

him to the White House. 

Their Germanic surnames were 
matched by the celebrated Teuton- 
ic virtues of thoroughness, organi- 
sation, loyalty and obedience of 
orders. They were qualities which 
made Ehrlichman a formidable 
manager of Nixon's White House 
campaigns in i960 and 1968 (as well 
as of the ill-fated attempt to win the 
California governorship in 1962). 
and later a highly effective bureau- 
crat But they proved disastrous in 
the scandal called Watergate, with 
which Ehrlichman's name will for 
ever be associated 

Watergate grew directly from the 
1972 Nixon re-election campaign, in 
which the President and his aides 
would leave no stone, legal or ille- 
gal. unturned to win a second term 
in the White House. Hence the 
“dirty tricks”, and hence the noto- 
rious “Plumbers Unit" which re- 
ported ultimately to Ehrlichman 
and Haldeman. The seeds of 
Ehrlichman's downfall were sown as 
early as March 1969, two months 
after Nixon took office, when he set 


DON DUNSTAN made more of an 
impact on Australia than almost 
any other state political leader. 
State politics are usually mun- 
dane affairs, overshadowed by the 
federal scene in Canberra. But 
when Dunstan ruled as premier of 
the Labor government in South 
Australia from 1970 to 1979, the 
“Dunstan decade” put that state 
on the map with a series of 
groundbreaking social reforms. His* 
was the first government in Aus- 
tralia to introduce land rights for 
Aborigines, decriminalise homo- 
sexual acts, appoint a woman judge 
and introduce anti-discrimination 
legislation. 

Dunstan was a man of vision, 
a nonconformist who had the 
courage to be himself .in one of 
the country’s most conservative 
political environments. 

The most abiding image of Dun- 
stan is on the day he turned up for 
work in 1972 at Parliament House in 
Adelaide wearing pink shorts. He 
had them made, telling his tailor not 
to produce bloomers down to the 
knee but to cut them “short”. Dun- 
stan was making a statement, but it 
shocked many people in the “city of 
churches" . as Adelaide was known, 
and even he admitted years later 
that he might have gone too far. 

It was a shrewder political move 
than the headlines made it seem. 
It made people outside South Aus- 
tralia take notice of the man who 
was setting out to shake his state 
out of its provincial somnolence 
and to turn Adelaide into the 




Southampton ties 


up an in-house “intelligence capa- 
bility” to provide “investigative 
support” for the White House. 

The plumbers were thus loosed 

Upon the land Their most infamous 

deed, which Ehrlichman late de- 
scribed as “the seminal Watergate 
episode”, was the September 1971 
break-in at the California office of the 
psychiatrist of Daniel EUsberg, who 
two months earlier had leaked to The 
New York Times the government's 
secret history of the Vietnam wan 
known as the “Pentagon Papers”. 
Ehrlichman - whose namp in Ger- 


‘If I had any 
advice for my 
kids, it would be 
never . ; never, 
never, to defer 
your moral 
judgements to 
anybody: your 
parents, your 
wife , anybody 9 


man m eans “honest man " - had 
broadly authorised the operation 
and in 1974 would be tried and con- 
victed for the crime. Before that, 
however, came Watergate. 

Officially the plumbers had been 
disbanded in early 1972, but in prac- 
tice they continued to operate - with 
the most fateful results. On the night 
of 17 June 1972, five of them were ar- 
rested at the Watergate Building in 

downtown V fashtng tnn, attempting to 

place listening devices in the head- 
quarters of the Democratic Nation- 
al Committee. A “third-rate burglary” 
was about become America's worst 
political scandal of the century. 


“Athens of the south”, as Dunstan 
rather grandly put it 

He dismissed those who sug- 
gested he was a man in the wrong 
place. Despite its conservatism. 
South Australia has something of a 
radical tradition. In 1894 it was the 
Gist state in Australia, and one of Ihe 
first in the world, to give votes to 
women. Dunstan saw himself as a 
man in that tradition. “This is my 
[dace," he said in his last television 
interview, shown the night he died. 

Dunstan was born in Fjji, where 
his South Australian father was a 
merchant He went to St Peter’s Col- 
lege, one of Adelaide's leading pri- 
vate schools, and to the University 
of Adelaide, where he moved in the- 
atrical circles and graduated in law. 
This background cast him outside 
the traditional working-class mould 
of the Labor Party at the time he 
joined it He stood for state parlia- 
ment at the age of 26 and won the 
Adelaide constituency of Norwood, 
a stronghold of the conservative Lib- 
eral Country League (LCL). in 1953. 

The LCL ruled South Australia 
from 1933 until Labor unseated it in 
1965. The conservatives stayed in 
power for these 32 unbroken years 
through a blatant gerrymander of 
the electoral boundaries that gave 
undue weight to their base in sparse- 
ly populated country seats. Dunstan 
made reform of this his priority. He 
had already shown his credentials 
as a reformer at the Labor Party's 
1965 national conference when be 
successfully pushed through a mo- 
tion to drop the racially disdmina- 


SOUTHAMPTON TEST, which James 
Hill represented for more than 20 
years, is one of Britain's super- 
marginal constituencies. It has 
changed hands six times since 1955 
and has seen even political stars 
such as Shirley Williams come and 
leave defeated. HOI however was a 
consistent winner. He was elected in 
1970, and hung on until the second 
Wilson election in 1974. He came 
bads; in 1979, however and held it 
until the Blair landslide in 1997. For 
HQ1, though, the previous election in 
1992 was a dose thing; He got back 
-but by just 585 votes. It was almost 
the same number as the majority by 
which he lost the seat in 1974. 1 
If no candidate is worth more than 
a few hundred votes, then Hill's 
background provided just the right 


Fran tbe outset it was obvious the 
five were linked to the White House. 
Soon it would transpire that they 
were effectively controlled by the 
splendidly titled “Creep”, the Com- 
mittee to Re-elect the President. As 
the finger of suspicion pointed ever 
higher Nixon was forced on 30 April 
1973 to sacrifice bis closest aides, 
requesting the resignation of both 
FihHiphman an d Haldeman an d 
sacking the White House counsel 
John Dean. But it was too late. In 
August 1974 he would be forced to 
resign himself, after the House of 
Representatives had voted two ar- 
ticles of impeachment, and his sup- 
port in the Senate, even among 
Republicans, collapsed. 

By then Ehr ti rhmfln tois mired m 
criminal proceedings, and on 1 Jan- 
uary 1975 he, Haldeman and the for- 
mer attorney-general John Mitchell 
were convicted of conspiracy perjury 
and obstruction of justice. Ehrlich- 
man would serve 18 months in gaoL 
“It is a tragedy,” Nixon would later 
write, “that John Ehrlichman went 
to prison, while Daniel EUsberg 
walked free.” In his own 1982 mem- 
oiz; Witness to Power, Ehrlichman 
himself offered a more downbeat 
assessment “T don’t miss Richard 
Nixon very much, and Richard 
Nixon probably doesn’t miss me.” 
But as the famous Oval Office 
tapes show, the two were as dose 
as could be in the pursuit and 
maintenance of power. 

The real tragedy perhaps was 
that when he was not plotting das- 
tardly deeds, John Ehriichman could 
be an admirable government official. 
Take Theodore White, no Nixon- 
lover; writing in The Making of the 
President (1972) about Ehriichman: 
“His shop was one of the few at the 
White House where ideas were 
seriously entertained - good ideas 
too, on land-use policy on urbani- 
sation and preservation of the Amer- 
ican environment” Alas, he win be 
remembered not for any initiative of 
domestic policy, but for a couple of 
phrases which have entered the 
language of politics the world over. 



Ehriichman served 18 months in gaol for his involvement in the Watergate scandal 


One was his suggestion to Nixon, 
caught on the tapes, that Patrick 
Gray the hapless acting director of 
the FBI, be left “twisting slowly slow- 
ly, in the wind". On another occasion 
he advised Nixon, in measuring the 
consequences of some initiative, to 
see “how it plays in Peoria”. 

Probably Ehriichman was not 
so much dishonest as a man con- 
vinced that his supreme duty was to 
serve the President whatever it 
took. He conceded as much in 1977, 
remarking that he had brought his 
troubles on himself. “If I had any ad- 
vice for my kids, it would be never 
never, never, to defer your moral 


judgements to anybody: your 
parents, your wife, anybody.” 

After his release from jail, a new 
Ehrlichman emerged. Disbarred 
from returning to the law he had 
practised in Seattle before jaining file 
White House, he remarried and set- 
tled in Santa Fe. New Mexico. The 
flint-faced White House enforcer 
had turned into a bearded and affa- 
ble radio commentator and occa- 
sional television pundit He also 
wrote books, pub lishing not only Wit- 
ness to Power, but four novels about 
Washington politics. Finally, he 
moved to Atlanta where he served 
as vice-president of Law Interna- 


tional an engineering consultancy 
specialising in the handling of 
hazardous waste. 


RUPERT CORNWELL 


John Daniel Ehrlichman, lawyer, 
government official and novelist 
born Tacoma Washington 20 
March 1925; counsel to President 
Richard Nison 1968-69; Assistant to 
the President for Domestic Affairs 
1 969-73; married 1 949 Jeanne Fish- 
er [three sons, two daughters: mar- 
riage dissolved), 1978 Christine 
McLawme (one son; marriage dis- 
solved!, 1991 Karen Hilliard; died 
Atlanta, Georgia 14 February 1999. 


Don Dunstan 



Pink shorts in parliament 


tory White Australia immigration 
policy from its platform. 

In South Australia, Dunstan had 
abriefstmtaspremierwfaenhetook 
over the Labor Party leadership in 
1967. His government lost office 
after an elation the following year 
produced a hung parliament Under 
reformed and fairer electoral 
boundaries, Dunstan led Labor back 
to power in 1970, and the Dunstan 
decade began. 

“Well set a standard of social 
advancement that the whole of 
Australia will envy” he declared. 
“We believe South Australia can 
set the pace.” He was right Else- 
where, Australian public life was 
still gripped by conservatism. Dun- 
stan came to power two years 


before the reforming Labor gov- 
ernment of Gough Whitlam took 
office in Canberra. 

His changes embraced not just 
personal freedoms, but the educa- 
tion system urban planning and con- 
sumer protection. He appointed the 
first Alx>rigine. Sir Douglas Nicholls, 
to the vice-regal office of state 
governor. And he turned Adelaide 
into a national centre for the per- 
forming arts by building a state 
theatre centre and fostering cultural 
enterprises. People such as Rudolf 
Nureyev and Lord Snowdon visited 
the Adelaide artistic salon revolving 
around Dunstan and his second 
wife, Adele Koh. 

Dunstan was the first political 
leader in Australia to understand 
and use the media as a marketing 
tool for his own message. When a 
clairvoyant once predicted that 
Adelaide would be swamped by a 
tidal wave, Dunstan went to Glenelg 
Beach on the appointed day to mix 
with anxious crowds. He walked 
through Adelaide streets with a 
loudspeaker appealing for calm to 
depositors gathered outside a build- 
ing society said to be in trouble. He 
published his own cook book, and 
talked up the wines from South 
Australia's now world famous vine- 
yards. At one point, Duns tan's ap- 
proval rating soared to 83 per cent 
Radio stations played a song called 
“Our Don Dunstan”, fashioned after 
one about another prominent South 
Australian, “Our Don Bradman”. 

How Dunstan brought such a 
revolution to a society once identi- 


fied by its Waspish establishment re- 
mains oik of the spectacular success 
stories of Australian politics. The key 
perhaps, was his unadorned style. 
Dunstan could communicate with 
those less educated and articulate 
and main* them feel included, a 
rare skin in leaders. Although be was 
more radical than the party he led, 
he never forgot as he told one 
newspaper that he had to carry the 
party with him. Even conservative 
South Australians admired hi™ in 
the end, and got swept along in 
their state’s new image. Then it all 
came unstuck. 

In 1978 Dunstan sacked Harold 
Salisbury, the state police commis- 
sioner, after discovering that the 
police special branch had kept 
thousands of secret files on public 
figures. A political storm ensued; a 
‘later inquiry vindicated Duns tan’s 
action. But the affair shook his gov- 
ernment Later that year his wife, 
still in her thirties, died from cancer. 
Dunstan was deeply distressed, ap- 
peared to suffer a breakdown and 
shocked everyone when he resigned 
in early 1979, appearing before the 
media in his dressing gown in 
hospital. It was a sad exit Des Cor- 
coran, who took over as leader, 
called an election later that year at 
which Labor was decimated. The 
Dunstan decade was over 

After his health recovered, Dun- 
stan left his beloved South Aus- 
tralia and went to work for the 
tourist commission in the neigh- 
bouring state of Victoria. He publicly 
supported causes on human and 


minority rights. After two military 
coups in Fiji in 1987, he became pres- 
ident of the Movement for Democ- 
racy in Fiji. He continued to court 
controversy, such as when he 
launched a book on homosexuality 
on a platform with a man dressed 
as a nun who called himself 
Monsignor Porcamadonna. Italian 
community leaders were furious. 

Despite his flamboyance, Dun- 
stan was a reserved, even shy man. 
In later years, journalists tried to 
draw him on his personal life, and 
the subject of sexuality but he re- 
fused to the last interview, arguing 
that public figures were entitled to 
private lives. He returned to Ade- 
laide and opened a restaurant called 
Don’s Table with his partner, 
Stephen Cheng. Last year, as can- 
cer started to take its toll he drew 
an audience of 5,000 to the Gough 
Whitlam Lecture in Adelaide at 
which he denounced New Labor’s 
embrace of free market economics. 

Don Dunstan was an old-style 
interventionist, and one of his great 
legacies is the dty of Adelaide itself 
He left it witha sense of pride in its 
heritage, innovation in the arts and 
elegance in the good things of life like 
food and drink 


IN THE beautiful late November - 
and early December days of 1963, 
there was a by-election in the Dum- 
friesshire constituency. At hmch- 
time. it was the wont of Labour 
Party canvassers to repair to Btity’s 
Bar in Dumfries High Street Our 
host “Basher”, was a genial five , 
foot eleven, immensely broad- 
shouldered man, a rentable Belted 
Galloway bull with twinkling kind- 
ly eyes, from whom physical power 
and good nature exuded. 

Heaven knows what his politics 
were, he never let on. But the con- .. 
versation was not about politics but 
football and his reminiscences. Our . 
host was Billy “Basher" Houliston, 
a living legend in those parts, the onty ■■ 
man ever to have gained full inter- 
national caps for Scotland playing fix’ 
Queen of the South, the venerable, if 
unfashionable. Dumfries football dub. 

Houliston had been one of my boy-. 

hood heroes - and a hero to tens of 
thousands of other Scottish boys. He 
was the centre-forward in that pan- 
theon of 1949 Wembley wizards who 
astonishingly and unexpectedly beat 

an England team 3-1, where the for- 
ward line read Matthews. Mortenson, 
MUburn, Pearson and Finney, not to 
mention Frank Swift in goal and the 
captain Billy Wright 

Houliston more than held his own 

that day against Neil Franklin of Stoke 

City arguably the most commanding 
centre-half ever to don an England 
shirt Like his predecessor Jock 
Dodds (Blackpool), Houliston was 
like a tank, a marvellous asset half 

a century ago, when balls were leather; 

heavy and held together by laces. 
Centre-forwards had to be tough and 
“Basher", or “Rumble- them-up n , as 
he was known, certainly was. 

Houliston’s father was a garden- 
er at the Crichton Royal mental hos- 
pital a superb set of red sandstone 
buildings recently created an outpost 
of Glasgow University. On leaving 
Brownhall School Houliston became 
a male nurse in the Crichton and first 
came to notice as the thrusting 
centre-forward of the hospital eleven. 

Whisked away to Arbroath to 
serve the Second World War in RAF 
Coastal Command as a gunner op- 
erator Houliston developed his skills 
with the Arbroath club. On his return 
home in 1945, he joined his local 
team. Queen of the South, for whom 
he was to score 67 goals in 154 First 
Division appearances. 

I first saw him at Tynecastie Paris 
against Hearts, when he quickly be- 
came the opponent we loved to bate 
-a rote he relished My memory of him 
is at Hampden Baik against Ireland 
in 1949 when he scared twice in a 3-2 
victory His Ifying header from a cross 
from Willie Waddell later manager 
of Glasgow Rangers, in the dying sec- 
onds was one of the best goals ever 
seen at the Glasgow ground. 

The highpoint of Houliston’s foot- 
balling career came on 9 April 1949 
at Wfembley. Under blue skies and on 
an exquisite stretch of turf. Scotland, 
surviving a fearful crisis in the 
game’s opening passages, stormed 
their way by three goals to one to gain 
the international championship and 
inflict on England their first defeat 
in the tournament since the war. The 
Association Football corresppndent 
of the Press Association wrote; 


When Houliston prepared to tak e a 
throw-in down the Scottish left wing, the 
second phase was about to begin. Scot- ; 
land, tfll now in attack, had been reduced 
largely to 3 series of long passes down 
the centre where, in spite of Houllsttnta 
liveliness, Franklin was in complete 
command but now, in their second real 
advance, Scotland snatched the lead 
a fter 2 9 minutes. Steel took Houliston’s 
throw gave Reilly a clever pass behind 
Aston and there was Mason up to stab 
the winger square centre beyond Swift 
on to the far post and Into the net 

Alas, while Scotland were touring . 
that summer in the United States, - 
Houliston injured his anlde, and was 
never the same player a gain- After - 
spells with Berwick Rangers and - . 


Robert Mzluben 


Third Lanark he hung up his boots 

and returned to Dumfries. Lord . ' & *; 


Donald Allan Dunstan, politician: 
bom Suva, Fiji 21 September 1926; 
married 1949 Gretel Ellis (two 
sons, one daughter, marriage dis- 
solved ), 1976 Adele Koh (died 1978i; 
died Adelaide, South Australia 6 
February 1999. 


Sir James Hill 


number in 1992. Few candidates 
have had such local ties. 

As the son of a Southampton- 
based merchant navy officer, he 
was educated at the Regent's Park 
School in the Test constituency and 
later at Southampton University. 
During the Second World War he 
sailed from the port in the Royal 
Fleet Auxiliaries as a signals officer 
not out of his teens. Later he flew in 
BOAC flying boats from Southamp- 
ton Marine Airport Even the name 
of the aircraft was locaL They were 
Solents. He was also a prominent 
member of Southampton City Coun- 
cil serving as chairman of the hous- 
ing committee from 1967 to 1970. 

In the Commons he never forgot 
that he had a mar ginal seat His 
maiden speech was devoted to 


Southampton's housing blight and 
he maintained his reputation as a 
constituency-oriented MP by at- 
tacks on his city's vandals, kerb 
crawlers and red-light areas. Al- 
though he was an instinctive priva- 
tises, there was one exception to 
his robust Thatcherism. He was 
against any form of privatisation 
of the Ordnance Survey, a big 
Southampton employer. 

But be was not merely a parish- 
pump politician. He was a delegate 
to the European Assembly, where he 
played a significant part on several 
key committees. Althou gh an early 
European enthusiast -he addressed 
70 meetings during the 1975 refer- 
endum campaign -be became grad- 
ually more sceptical announcing in 
the mid-Eighb'es: “The Common 


Agricultural Policy is the root of all 
the troubles in Europe today.” 

He was an easily recognisable fig- 
ure in the House, burly and thick- 
spectaded, sitting on the front bench 
below the gangway. He was popular 
with his colleagues and secretary 
of their Industry Committee. He 
served on the select committees on 
European legislation, transport and 
procedure and was chairman of the 
Commons committee on housing 
improvements. And, as an airman 
who held pilot’s, navigator’s and 
radio officer's licences, he was a 
natural choice to be secretary of the 
Parliamentary flying Club- 
In 1997, the year after he was 
knigh ted, not even Hill’s local roots 
and long constituency service could 
save him. He had been undecided 


about standing again but in the end 
he was persuaded to run. He lost by 
nearly 14,000 votes. At last Test was 
no longer a marginal. But the result 
was not due entirely to the Labour 
l and s lide. There had been significa nt 
boundary changes which had tilted 
Test decisively towards Labour. 

Terence Lancaster 



‘Rumble- them-u p 


Stanley James Allen HiO, politi- 
cian: bom Southampton 21 
December 1926; member, South- 
ampton City Council 1966-70, 
1976-79, Chairman of Housing 
1967-70, 1976-79; MP (Conserva- 
tive! jbr Southampton Tfest 2970-74, 
1 979-97; Kt 1996; married 1958 
Ruby Ralph (two sons, three 
daughters); died Southampton 16 
February 1999. 


Monro of Langholm, as Sir Hector 
Monro his MP from 1964 till 1997, re- 
members him as “a great scout As 
owner of both the Nith Hotel at 
Glencaple and the Embassy Hotel in 
pn^nfhes he was immensely popu- 
, could say that he never 
played in a losing Scotland side. 

Tam Dalyell 


225“^ .^ouKston, rrursefootbaUer 
™ publican: bom MaxweBtaum, 

Jamieson (two sans); 
aied Dumfries 10 February 1999. 
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Pritchard, Car right, with the Fbrtunes. When their hits dried up, *We were like wet fish on a slab,’ he said 


Redjems 





Barry Pritchard 


IN 1963, in Birmingham, the guitarist 
and vocalist Barry Pritchard formed a 
group called the Fortunes with Glen 
Dale and Rod Allen, and they were 
signed by the eccentric promoter Reg 
Calvert. Pritchard recalled the first 
bookings: “Reg held competitions and, 
if people shouted a number that we 
couldn’t do, he would pay them half-a- 
crown. It was no big deal There might 
be 20 people shonting out, so Reg 
would pick out numbers that we knew.” 
The Fortunes, as a five-piece with 
David Carr and Andy Brown, were 
signed to Decca, and their first single, 
“I Love Her Still” a 963). was written 
hy Pritchard. Their second, the song- 
writer Tony Hflier’s infuriatingly 
catchy "Caroline'’ (1964), became the 
(Jtheme music for the pirate radio station 
Radio Caroline, and was a European hit 
The Fortunes stood out from other 
1960s beat groups because of their dis- 
tinctive four-part harmonies. “Barry 
Pritchard had the high voice,” says 
Tony Hfllei; “and he was sensational. 


His high notes really made 'Caroline* 
work for me.” 

The Fortunes recorded two numbers 
for a live album from the Cavern dub 
in Liverpool (1964), but their subsequent 
singles failed to sell The record 
producer Noel Walker remembers: 

The Fortunes’ contract came up for renew- 
al and Decca didn't want to renew it 1 had 
recorded them at the Cavern and 1 told 
Decca that they sung wonderfully and 
deserved another eh ****- 1 wanted to use 
them as singers backed fay professional 
musicians and I found a beautiful song, 
“You’ve Got Ybur Trimbles”. Tbe record 
turned out exactly how I wanted and I 
regard Barry’s harmonies as fiinrfa mental 
to tbe Fortunes’ sound. 

“You've Got YOur Troubles” (1965) 
climbed to No 2 in Britain and No 7 in 
the United States, but tbe Fortunes 
bravely admitted that they had not 
played their own instruments on the 
record. As with the Monkees and Love 
Affair; the public became suspicious of 
their abilities. Howeves; they played weD 
in concert where their hit song was 


stripped of its middle-of-the-road 
arrangement And, as the songwriter 
Roger Greenaway says, “There are 160 
versions of ‘You've Got Your Troubles’, 
but the Fbrtimes’ is voy much fhe best” 
Their follow-up single, “Here It 
Comes Again” (1965), despite its simi- 
larities to “YbuVe Got Your Troubles”, 
was an international hit; and “This Gold- 
en Ring” (1966) was also successful 
Then the hits stopped. Noel Walker re- 
calls: “Barry was the most outgoing of 
the Fortunes and was a calming influ- 
ence when things went wrong. He took 
the qps and downs much better than the 
rest” The Fortunes released some fine 
singles -“The Idol" (1967), “Seasons in 
the Son” (1968) and ‘T^ving Cup” 0968) 
- but they didn’t sell “Bfe were like wet 
fish on a slab,” said Pritchard, “and it 
took us some years to get back.” 

The comeback finally came with a 
cover version of Picketfywitch’s “That 
Same Old fteeting” for tbe American 
market It was followed by “Here Comes 
That Rainy Day Fueling Again”, which 


made the US Top Twenty in 1971. Then 
came two Tbp Ten hits in Britain - the 
reggae-influenced “Freedom Come 
FYeedam Go" (1971) and “Storm in a Tha- 
cup” (1972, written by Lynsey De Paul). 

In 1964 the Fortunes were part of the 
successful double album Hooked On 
Number Ones, but by then th^ were re- 
sided to cabaret dates and eddies shows. 
Pritchard, who was not a large man, had 
to endure Rod Allen calling him “a small 
Fortune" on stage every night 
In 1995, suffering from heart trouble, 
Pritchard was forced to leave the group. 
He and his family opened a bar and 
restaurant on the Costa del Sol 
The Fortunes are about to embark on 
a nationwide tour with Gerry and tbe 
Pacemakers, but Rod Allen is the only 
remaining original member 

Spencer Leigh 

Barry Pritchard singer and guitarist 
bom Birmingham 3 April 1944 ; I 
twice married {four sons); died 
Swindon, Wiltshire 11 January 1999. I 


Robert Barr 


IN PRAISING Robert Barr’s story- 
telling skills [5 February], Leonard 
Miall concentrated on his subject’s 
fame as a television- rather ihanaraefio- 
drama innovator; and creatorin part of 
such huge popular and critical suc- 
cesses as ZCars (watched at one stage 
by virtually the entire television-owning 
population), Softly Softly, and the Spy- 
calcher series, writes Jack Adrian. 

Yet, although Barr defected to the ju- 
v nior medium almost as soon as it re- 
emerged from wartime cold storage, in 
1946, he not only retained an affection 
for radio, but over the years enjoyed a 
kind of "dual nationality’], writing pro- 
lificaUyfbr both. Indeed, it may be that 
he was even more of an innovator than 
is realised, since although his adapta- 


tions from Lt-Cd Oreste Pinto's best- 
selling Spycatcherbooks first appeared 
on the small screen (1959 to 1961), he 
quickly rewrote the half-hour {days for 
the wireless (even retaining the actor 
Bernard Archard as Pinto), so that 
Spycatcher may well be the very first 
time a popular television drama series 
became a radio spin-off. 

His successes as a writer for radio 
may not be burned into the national con- 
sciousness to the same extent as, say, 
Softly SqfBy (the odd surviving episode 
always good for Sixties' celebration 
nights on BBC2, or to be used in tandem 
with earnest lectures at the NTT). But 
to those who recall tbe truly great days 
rfradtodrama-forget the 1940s or 1950s: 
the real Golden Age ran roughly from 


the mid-1960s through to the mid-1980s 
- Barr’s is a n ame to cherish. 

He wrote at a time when commis- 
sioning editors were not hounded by 
pursed-hpped accountants and a good 
serial could run for rathercnore than the 
miseriy four weeks (if you're lucky) ac- 
rorded it today -his engrossing And the 
Walls Came Tumbling Down (1966) 
extended to 13. Yet he could screw up 
the tension in far less time when nec- 
essary: in the six-part The Dork Island 
(1969; murder and espionage amongst 
the remote islands of the Outer He- 
brides) he created me of the most mem- 
orable thriller serials ever broadcast 
(with surely one of the most evocative 

openings: the cries of the gulls, the keen 

of a single concertina). 


He wrote two sequels, then, in the 
mid-1970s, a couple of serials featuring 
his quirky investigator Galbraith (.The 
King of Diamonds and The Midas 
Touch). In his seventies, when most 
writers would be yearning to bury the 
typewriter under a dust-coven Barr 
launched a superb series of tough po- 
lice dramas. Detective ("Stories of 
crime and detection in London”), star- 
ring Ray Brooks as a duddng-and- 
diving CID sergeant at police- work’s 
sharp end. In the end Detective ran to 
three long series as well as a gripping 
10-part serial 

Barr was certainly a brilliant writer 
for television; but his work for the far 
more imaginative medium should not 
be forgotten. 


GAZETTE 


ROYAL 

. ENGAGEMENTS 

The Prince of Wales under- 
takes engagements m Brighton, 
.East Sussex. Prince Edward, 
vffostee. The Duke of Edin- 
burgh's Award, attends the 
Award’s Friends’ Keeentamat 
. Buckingham Palace, followed by 

the Award’s annual Charter 

Member Dinner; at St James s 
. Palace. The Princess Royal 

I visits BakeweU, Derbyshire, to 

L view various aspects of the 

W BakeweU Project - a scheme to 
secure the future of BateweU 
e through economic, social and 

?( business support and training 

■ ' visits Royal Crown Derby, 

* = Derby; as Patron, Naboad 

Associati on of Citizens Advice 
. Bureaux, attends Derby 

r Bureau’s 60th Anniversary Cel* 
f ebration and opens their new 

premises at Sitwell Street, 
l . Derby; opens the new factory 

5 * extension at Thorntons pic, 

Aifreton, Detbyshins and visits 
J Green Gables Cheshire Home, 

AHreton, Derby 

I Changing op the guard 

Household Cavalry Mount* 
Reciment mounts the 
Queetfslife Guard at Horse 
Guards, Ham- 


Announcements for Ghetto 
BIRTHS, MARRIAGES & 
DEATHS are charged at to- 50 
a One (VAT extra). 


Birthdays 

Mr Yasser Arafat, Chairman, 
Palestine National Authority, 
70; Mr Alan Bates, acton 65; 
Dr Julia Browne JKusch- 
bach, former Editor; Journal 
of the Royal Society of Medi- 
cine, 104; Mr Bryan Cas- 
sidy, MER 65; Dr Gordon 
Cook, Honorary Senior Lec- 
turer in Medicine (Infectious 
Diseases), University College 
London, 67; Miss Angela 

Eagle MP, Parliamentary 

Under-Secretary, Environ-* 
ment, 38; Miss Maria Eagle 
MP, 38; The Earl of Elgin 
and Kincardine, 37th Chief 
of the Name of Bruce, and 
Lord-Ueutenant of Fife, 75; 
Lord Fbot, solicitor and con- 
semtiomst, 90; Mr Benue 
Grant MP, 55; Lord Hoyle, 
a Lord in Waiting (Govern- 
ment Whip), 69; Mr Barry 
Humphries, entertainer, 65; 
Sir Gordon Jones, former 

chairman, Yorkshire Wa teg 

72; Mr Richard Kennedy, 
Head Master, Higtgate 
School, 50; Mr Andrew 


Old Vic, 58; Miss Juha 
McKenzie, actress and 
singer; 58; General So* John 
Mogg, former Deputy 
Supreme Allied Commands; 

Europe. B6; Professor Dr 

Claire PaDey, former Princi- 
pal St Anne's College, 


Oxford, 68; Mr Gene Pitney, 
country and western singer 
and composer; 58; Baroness 
RendeD of Babergh (Ruth 
Rendell), crime novelist, 69; 
Miss Patricia Rout! edge, 
actress, 70; Lord SJynn of 
Hadley, a Lord of Appeal in 
Ordinary, 69; Mr Graham 
Stringer MP, 49; Comman- 
dant Mary Thlbot, former 
Director; WRNS, 77; Sir 
Anthony Wilson, former 
head of the Government 
Accountancy Service, 71. 


anniversaries 

Births: Sir Edward German 
(Edward German Jones), 
composer; 1862; Ronald 
Arbuthnott Knox, theologian 
and essayist 1888. Deaths: 
Tamerlane the Great Mon- 
gol leader; 1405; Mofiftre 
(Jean-Bap tiste Poquelin), 
playwright, 1673; Geronimo 
(Goyathlay - “One Who 
Yhwns”), Apache cbiet 1909; 
Graham Vivian Sutherland, 
painter, 1980; Lee Strasberg, 
actor and founder of the 
Actors' Studio, 1982. On this 
day: the inner tomb of 
Tutankhamun was opened at 
Luxor by the team led by 
Lord Carnarvon, 1923; the 
British National Health Ser- 
vice White Paper was issued, 
1944; a majority in the House 


of Commons decided that 
Britain should join the Com- 
mon Market 1972. Today is 
Ash Wednesday and the 
Fsast Day of St Evermod, St 
Finan of Lmdisforne, St 
Fintan of Cloneenagh. St 
Loman, the Seven Servite 
Founders and Saints 
Theodolus and .J ulian 


LECTURES 

National Gallery: Rebecca 
Lyons, “Ingres (Hi): Ingres's 
Contemporaries*’, lpm. 
Victoria and Albert 
Museum: Gracia Lafoente, 
“Contemporary Issues in 
Photography”, 2pm. 

British Museum: Aileen - 
Dawson, “18th-century 
Porcelain”, liJOam; 

Robert G Wynne, “Sutton 
Hoo”, 1230pm. 

Royal Society of Arts, Lon- 
don WC2 Air Chief Marshal 
Sir Richard Jones, “Air 
Power in a New Era” 8pm. 


DINNERS 

HMS Victory 

Admiral Sir John Brigstocke, 
Second Sea Lord and 
Commanderin-Chief Naval 
Home Command, and Lady 
Brigstocke were the hosts at 
a dinner held yesterday 


evening in HMS Victory, 
Portsmouth, in aid of the 
Falkland Islands Memorial 
Chapel Trust 

British Association for the 
Club of Rome 
Professor Brian Locke was 
the host at a dinner held 
yesterday by the British 
Association for the Club of 
Rome at the Athenaeum, 
London SWl. Dr Hans 
DuMoulins was tbe speaker 

Coningsby Club 
A Coningsby Club dinner was 

held yesterday evening at 
the Carlton Club, London 
SWl. The Hon Francis 
Maude MP, Shadow Chancel- 
lor of the Exchequer; was the 
guest of honour and speaker 


SCHOOLS 

HQ1 House 

Former pupils and staff of 
Hill House are invited to a 
reception on 23 April to cele- 
brate the 50th anniversary of 
tiie school’s foundation and 
the 90th birthday of Colonel 
Townend. Please write to the 
school Hill House Interna- 
tional Junior School 17 Hans 
Place, London SWlX OEJ? 
with your current address 
and dates at HOI House for 
full details and an invitation. 


THE GAME of politics is for 
many a fascinating one in its 
own right, with its insist ence 
on personal power and the 
necessity of knowing the 
right people. Whether deal- 
ing with the “Sir Humph- 
reys'* of this world or 
working through spin doc- 
tors, there is no escaping 
from the fact that politics 
is in many ways not any- 
thing in the way oF an exem- 
plar of virtue but a good 
illustration of the pathology 
of human nature. 

The best, or most lasting, 
of political novels accept 
this and use politics as a 
means of gaining insight 
into the private lives and 
motivations of individuals. 
TYoIlope’s Paiiiser novels, 
from Can You Forgive Her in 
1864 to The Duke's Children 
in 1880. represent the tradi- 
tion of looking at the effects 
of relationships, families, 
private alliances and net- 
working on personal success. 
They centre on an upper- 
class family who are deeply 
conservative and suspicious 
of social reform. They depict 
the earlier approach to poli- 
tics that meant that aristo- 
cratic families would be 
caught up in loyalty to one 
party or another; not out of 
class or conviction but out 
of tradition. 

Hie politicians that TYoI- 
lope depicts, Phineas Finn 
apart, are generally driven 
by pure motivation. They 
have chosen to enter politics 
not necessarily to make 
money but to do good. What 


marks out Mrs Humphry 
Ward's neglected political 
novels of the early roars of 
this century is their as- 
sumption that the same aris- 
tocratic families involved in 
politics see it almost wholly 
as a game. Both in terms 
of personal behaviour and 
motivation, the Edwardian 
society she depicts is more 
decadent and self-indulgent. 
The decay of the political 
world is reflected in a paral- 
lel corruption of marriage. 

One of the interesting 
examples of Mrs Ward's 
analysis of the intermingling 
of the private with the public 
side of politics is Eltham 
House. Based on an exami- 
nation of how society in her 
own day would have viewed 
tbe marriage of Lord and 
Lady Holland who were such 
a social success in the Re- 
gency, despite the fact that 
Lord Holland's wife was di- 
vorced. it is an analysis of 
the pressures of social 
hypocrisy and personal am- 
bition. Alec Wing's desire to 
buy his way into politics is 
thwarted by personal enmi- 
ty; morality is merely a device 
his enemies use. 

Ellham House is a book 
not about political ideas 
but about tbe way in which 
people use them for their 
own ends. Mrs Ward reveals 
a society in which ideas have 
no strong hold, but are a 
matter of routine, family or 
prejudice. Alec Wing is 
typical in pursuing both the 
game of politics and the 
game of social success, and 


it is clear that to Mrs W.ird 
the two belong together. 

The difference between 
the “idea” and the use to 
which it is put emerges dear- 
ly in the very structure of 
The Corustan Family. On 
the surface the book is about 
properly, primogeniture and 
the political world. But then* 
is a clever juxtaposition be- 
tween the ideas and the pint: 
the reader looks the more 
critically because any natur- 
al sympathy is deliberately 
taken {him him 

The elder son. Lord Coiys- 
ton. is a socialist who docs not 
believe in primogeniture, .rot 
he is lighting to possess his 
estates. The Dowager Lady 
Coryston. reactionary aild 
self-centred, struggles to 
prevent liirn coming into his 
own as head of the family. 
This battle, watched by the 
bewildered relations, flaccid, 
lazy and inept, is seen to be 
not about principle but con- 
trol. not about ideas but 
self-indulgence. Mrs Ward's 
concern is with the nature of 
such a society and the influ- 
ence on it of personal will 
and gossip. 

Real politics, for novelists, 
is about people. The view 
that Mrs Humphry Ward 
takes, unlike Thollope, strikes 
a contemporary note, and is 
essentially bleak. The novels 
remain relevant as well as 
worth reading. 

Cedric Cultingford is the 
author cf 'Children's Liter- 
ature and its Effect 
(Cassell, £15.99) 


Shareholder could 
also be employee 


WHETHER A controlling 
shareholder of a company 
could also be an employee of 
that company for the pur- 
poses of the Employment 
Bights Act 1996 depended 
on the circumstances of the 
particular case. 

The Court of Appeal dis- 
missed the appeal of tbe De- 
partment of Trade and Industry 
against a decision of the Em- 
ployment Appeal Tribunal that 
toe respondent, who was sole 
shareholder of a company, was 
entitled as an employee of the 
company to a redundancy pay- 
ment under section 166 of the 
Employment Rights Act 1996. 

The respondent became 
managing director of the com- 
pany and held the only issued 
share. It was intended in the 
future that an American group 
would hold 80 per cent of toe 
shares in the company, and a 
draft shareholders' agreement 
to that effect had been pre- 
pared. The respondent signed 
a contract of employment 

Tbe company became insol- 
vent before the shareholders' 
agreement was executed A 
receiver was appointed and 
the respondent was dismissed 
with effect from April 1996- His 
application to the DTI for a 
redundancy payment from toe 
National Insurance Ftmd under 
section 166 of the Employment 
Rights Act 1996 was rejected 
on tbe ground that he was not 
an employee. 

He applied to an industrial 
tribunal which concluded that 
he was an employee of the 
Compaq; relying on its findings 
that his status as sole share- 
holder was only temporary, and 
that any control which he had 
bad of the group was only the- 
oretical The tttomal laid stress 


WEDNESDAY 

Law Report 

17 FEBRUARY 1999 

Secretary of State 
for Trade and 
Industry v Bottrill 
Court of Appeal 
(Lord Woolf, Master of 
the Rolls, Lord Justice 
Peter Gibson and 
Lord Justice Mantell) 
12 February 1999 

on the facts that the respondeat 
had paid National Insurance 
contributions and tax as if he 
were an employee, was entitled 
to sick pay, worked fixed hours 
and had a contract with toe 
company which was described 
as a contract of employment 
The Employment Appeal 
Tribunal upheld the industrial 
tribunal's determination, and 
the DTI appealed, submitting, 
inter alia, in reliance on tbe de- 
cision of the EAT in Buchan 
and Ivey v Secretary cf State 
for Employment [1997] rRLR 
80, that whatever his position 
for other purposes, an individ- 
ual who held the sole or 
controlling shareholding in a 
limited company was not to be 
regarded as an employee for 
the purposes of the 1996 Act 
Jennifer Eady (the Treasury 
Solicitor) far the DTI; Martyn 
Barklem tShulmans, Leeds) far 
the respondent 

Lord Woolf MR said that 
whilst there were attractions 
in having a simple and clear 
test which would determine 
whether a shareholder or a 


director was an employee for 
the purposes of the Employ- 
ment Rights Act 1996, the Act 
itself did not provide such a 
test and it was far from obvi- 
ous what Parliament would 
have intended the test to be. 

There was no justification 
for departing from the well- 
established position in the law 
of employment generally, which 
was that whether or not an em- 
ployer or employee relationship 
existed could onfy be decided by 
having regard to all the relevant 
facts. If an individual had a con- 
trolling shareholding that was 
certain!}' a fact which was like- 
ly to be significant, but was not 
to be taken as determinative. 

In such a case, a tribunal 
might wish to consider whether 
there was or had been a gen- 
uine contract between the com- 
pany and the shareholder, 
and. if the contract was not a 
sham, whether the contract 
actually gave rise to an em- 
ployer/employee relationship: 
whether there were other 
directors apart from the share- 
holder employee, and whether 
the company's constitution 
gave the shareholder rights 
such that he was in reality 
answerable only to himself and 
incapable of being dismissed: 
and whether, if he was a direc- 
tor, he was able under the 
Articles of Association to vote 
on matters in which be was 
personally interested, such as 
the termination of his contract 
of employment. 

In the present case the in- 
dustrial tribunal had been 
entitled to conclude that there 
was a genuine contractual 
relationship between the 
respondent and his company. 

Kate O’Hanlon 
B arrister 
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HOPE FOR civilisation 
recedes with every issue 
of The Grocer. It boasts 
“exclusive” coverage of 
the IFF show, where Alf 
Carr, director-general of 
the British Frozen Fbod 
Federation enthuses: 

There is an increase in 
sophistication of the bakeoff 
process with products going 
into stores and being cooked 


WORDS 

Christopher 

hawtree 

bake-off, adj. 

and sold there. People always 
think the main base for 
frozen lines is the retail 
cabinet but now there is every 
sort of product you can think 
of for bake-aft. 


Bake-off (not in the OED) 
is a bogus process, akin 
to those pubs which pro- 
claim hojpe-made food but 
merely beat it up. Carr’s in- 
testines are girding them- 
selves: McCain’s bake-off 
"will set an industry stan- 
dard over tbe next few 
years, they give a home- 
delivery or pizza-parlour 
standard”. 
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You ask the questions 

(Such as: Gerry Adams, was your decision to join 
the peace process strategic or moral?) 

JatmRu 

G erry Adams, 50. has been 
president of Sun Fbin since 
1983. In 1971 be was in- 
terned for suspected ter- 
rorist activity He is now MP 

for Belfast Wfest and was an 
active negotiator far Sinn Fein during the 
forging of the Good Friday agreement 


. Who has been tbe greatest influence on 
"your life? 

CecUe Stewart, Chippenham 
There have been so many people... my 
parents, my grandmother; Colette, Christ, 
Mairead Fhrrefl, Bobby Sands and many 
more. It would be wrong to single out a 
particular individual 

Do you see an end to the punishment 

toa iincreV 


Helena Jade, Edinburgh 
Yes. They should stop immediately. Wfe also 
need a new policing service and criminal 
justice system, as well as the involvement 
of the community. 

Until the Polk* Commission has re- 
ported and until we have a proper polic- 
ing service, we still need to tackle in a 
non-violent, legal but eff ec t ive way the 
problem of antisocial and criminal be- 
haviour Some elements have sought self- 
ishly to exploit the emitting gap in the 
justice system. One response to this in the 
last two years has been the formation of 
a number of communityAaeighbourhood 
watch groups. They have significantly im- 
proved the quality of life of people living 
in areas of Belfast like TVrinbrook and Rrie- 
glass and the Whiterock. 

Nor is tbe problem resolved by vigi- 
lantism or by battering young people, 
some of whom are unfairly categorised as 
“hoods’'. The notion of restorative justice 
is required, in which the community 
plays a proactive role in reforming and re- 
habilitating criminals. Tbe community 
must agree the principles underlying 
any restorative justice programme. 

What is your opinion ofMichael Coffins: 
hero or traitor? 

Steve Holloway, Nottingham 
I don’t see people in that context Every- 
one has to be judged in their own time, and 
while I beSevethat Coffins should not have 
accepted the treaty in the way he fid, thee 
were many, many other leaders involved. 
His death during the Irish civil war was 
tragic proof of the efficacy of the tactic of 
divide and conquer which has under- 
written Britain’s involvement in Ireland. 

Have you ever thought of packing it in, 
ami going to live in America and earn- 
ing a fortune? 

Student, University of Ulster 
I have never thought of going to live in 
America, though I would like to visit 
there and many other places in a more 
leisurely and more casual - anonymous 
-way. Nor have I thought of earning a for- 
tune. But I have thought of packing it in... 

I live in Warrington and I'm ofNorthern 
Irish Catholic descent I was in War- 
rington with my young son on the 
morning of the bomb attack. My rela- 
tives in Northern Ireland and myself 
were deeply affected by the event Do 
you think that it was a catalyst in the 
rapid progress of the peace agree- 
ment in the aftermath? 

Thomas Conton, Warrington, Cheshire 
TTig WHj n g of Jonathan Rail Thn Riny 

in Warrington, though it was clearly a 
mistake, was wrong. I know I was deeply 
moved by the death of tbe two boys. It is 
difficult to know exactly how much of a 
catalyst this particular incident was, 
because unfortunately there have been 
many such tragic incidents involving 
young people killed by either the IRA, the 
loyalists or tbe British Crown forces. 

Tbe families of the two boys killed at 
Warrington, like many of the other fami- 
lies of victims, behave with great dignity 
and courage. I like to think that all of these 
killings are an incentive for those of us who 



are committed to buxldixig; a lasting peace 
settlement Unfortunately, and regret- 
tably, the hon^ of these incidents appears 
to be forgotten or ignored by some ele- 
ments. Fbr example - despite the cruelty 
of last summer; when three little Catholic 
boys were burned to death in BalUynumqy 
at the heigbt of the Orange marching sea- 
son -the siege of Garvaghy Road has con- 
tinued unabated. And the awfulness of the 
Omagh bomb seems now to have been for- 
gotten by some elements. 

What we all need to do, and this indudes 
the British and the Irish governments, is 
to ensure that the peace process works, 
thatnot a single other person is killed, and 
that a lasting peace is established. 

Which historical figure do you admire 
most? 

John Lister, Cornwall 
On a global scale, I am a huge admirer of 
Nelson Mandela. And in my own Gfe, I like 
to think that history is made by Bile people 
who rarely get mentioned in the history 
books, but who day in and day out mate 
fiefrownhistoty.tothisphaseafIrishhi&- 
tory, I meet such people every day and 
they are generally good-humoured, dig- 
nified and unassuming as they 8° about 
the task of creating a new society. I have 
huge admiration for these people. Inter- 
estingly enough, I find at a community 
level that most of the most radical and 
modest activists are women. 

Was your decision to join the peace 
process strategic or moral? 

Anne Sheehan 

There is a moral imperative to find an al- 
ternative to conflid. Irish republicans have 
always recognised this and Sinn Ffein’s 
involvement in the search for a peace 
strategy sprang from that necessity. 

Sinn Fein wants to demolish the phys- 
ical, psychological and political barriers 
which divide the people of this island. 
These owe much to the legacy of our past 


and continued British jurisdiction in 
Ireland, as weD as to partition. 

The peace process is about tearing 
down these barrier^. It is about creating 
a new dispensation on this island in the 
new mfflennhim which raises our common 
humanity above the prejudices and divi- 
sions of our past 

Sinn Fein's political objective is a 
united Ireland free of British interference. 
Everything we do is intended to advance 
that entirety legitimate and realisable goaL 
We see a £2-county republic as the best 
way to eradicate the range of political, 
social, economic and other inequalities 
which affect the people of this island. 

Have you lost friends and relatives in 
tbe troubles? 

Margaret Collins, Firmer, London 
"Vfes. There have been over 20 members 
of Sinn Ffcin killed, and another similar 
number of family members, mazy of 
them personally known to me. My brother-' 
in-law, Patrick Mutvenna, was shot dead 
by the British Army in 1973. My cousin 

NEXT WEEK 

Bobby Charlton, 

FOLLOWED BY CLARE SHORT 




SEND ANY questions for footballing 
legend Bobby Chariton and Clare 
Short, Secretary of State for Inter- 
national Development, to: You Ask 
the Questions, Features, The Inde- 
pendent, l Canada Square, London 
EL4 5DL (fox 0171-293 2182; e-mail 
yourquestLonstaindependenLco.uk) . 
by 12 noon on Friday 19 February 


Kieran Murphy was mutilated and foiled 
by the ShanfoQ butchers, and in January 
of last year my nephew-in-law Terry 
Enright, a young man with two infant 
children, was killed by loyalists in the 
killing spree around Chris tmas . My 
brother was very seriously injured when 
shot by the British Army and X also was 
wumKied when a loyalist death squad shot 
me. Numerous friends have been victims 
of loyalist and British forces. In my 
constituency afWestBelfast hundreds ctf 
people have been killed. 

What women’s issues do you support? 
And which do you oppose? 

Jcme Clark, London 
Equality. In Ireland women are discrim- 
inated against in eveiy facet of our soc- 
iety - an experience common throughout 
the world. It is wrong. It is an intolerable 
situation and one which must be chal- 
lenged at every opportunity and changed. 
F qiuiHty i«;aha<ao hiTTriari r i gh t an d itmnst 

be applied and defended. 

The issue of what is described as a 
woman’s “right to choose” is an important 
matter with serious implications for Ire- 
land. Every year in Ireland at least 5,000 
Irish women travel to Britain for abortions. 
While not supportive of abortion an de- 
mand, our party policy on this issue 
recognises a range of social and medical 
circumstances which can give rise to 
women having abortions, such as where 
a woman’s mental and physical well- 
being of life is at risk, or in grave danger 

What books and political events have 
had the greatest influence on you? 
Patrick Fox, Basingstoke, Hants 
I suppose fie writings of Afire Walker had 
al^influenremmemtennsoffeniimsm, 
and Labour in Irish History by James 
Connolty, which is a socialist republican 
analysis of our history. 

On the international stage, the achieve- 
ment ofdemocracy in Sotto Africa, the re- 


unification of Germany and fie collapse 
of the USSR, are surety in dications that 
no situation is intractable and that every- 
thing is possible. 

Locally in my teens in 1964 when tbe 
RUC, at the behest of Ian Paisley, 
smashed into a Sinn Fein election office 
cm tbe Flails Road and seized the Irish nat- 
ional flag which was displayed there. 
This event kick-started my sense of pol- 
itical consciousness. Five years latex; the 
pogroms in Belfast which were the reac- 
tion to tbe civil rights struggle here. The 
seminal event for all republicans of my 
generation were the hunger strikes of 1980 
and 1981 in which 10 prisoners died. 

Is the Good Friday agreement more at 
risk now than it has ever been? 

Anon 

The onus for delivering and implementing 
the agreement dining this period will be 
voy much on fie British Government The 
success tf the agreement will depend upon 
Britain establishing tbe agreed structures 
so that power can be transfenedfiram Lot- 
don and Duhlin within the timeframe out- 
lined, by 10 March. If they fail to do this, 
which I think most unfikety then fie 
Unionist veto wiD have prevailed and the 
wreckers and regectionists will have won. 

We must not allow this to happen. The 
Good Friday agreement is what we have. 
It represents what is possible at this time; 
not fie preferred option of any of fie 
participants - certainty not Sinn Ftem's. 

Who is your favourite comedian? 
Adrian O’Grady, Ulster 
I enjoy John Cleese very much. Patrick 
EeHy can be fanny the odd time. The Bole 
in the Wall Gang aren't bad. On reflection 
I probably prefer comedies to comedians. 

Can you describe yourself in two 
sentences? 

Judith Mahoney, Strabane 
Yes. Tafl, bearded and bespectacled. 


THE IRRITATIONS 


OF MODERN LIFE 


30 . SUPERMARKETS 
BY BRUCE MILLAR 



I AM at fie supermarket The word 
“yoghurt” is scrawled on the torn 
envelope in my hand, so I steer the 
trolley towards fie dairy aisle, a 30-ft 
expanse of milk-based products. 
Mission accomplished. 

Ft, no. There’s peach-flavoured 
yoghurt strawberry-flavoured yoghurt 
yoghurt with peach or strawberry 
chunks, yoghurt wifi forest berries 
CTve never seen berries in a forest), 
vanilla-flavoured yoghurt chocolate- 
flavoured yoghurt, Greek-style with 
honey, creamy yoghurt with blobs of 
fruit purto in a separate compartment 

There’s low-fat yoghurt and no-fat 
yoghurt, or rather - since spellings 
have to vary as much as the contents - 
lo-fat or lite. And just in case you think 
you've got a handle on the choices 
involved, there’s cr&me fraiche and 
fromage blane. 

Out of my depth in dairy, I decide to 
go for the ordinary: unflavoured, 
unfiltered, unmediated, full-fat plain 
variety. And I can't And it 

Perhaps I should retrace my steps 
and try to remember why I wanted 
yoghurt in the first place? Whs it for 
pudding or salad? 

If, by some failure of weekend 
programming, my family and I were to 
find ourselves at fie supermarket 
together; my interior monologue on the 
merits and uses of various yoghurts 
would turn into a public debate that 
would inevitably end in one of those 
domestic compromises that leave each 
party feeling sour - and we end up 
leaving fie shop with half a dozen 
different types and flavours of yoghurt 
in our trolley 

Without fie interested parties 
present to debate their particular _ . 
tastes, my nerve wavered. But I did not 
sink so low as to phone home on fie 
mobile, as I see my fellow shoppers • 
doing from time to time, and describe 
fie display in front of me. 

Tbe whole point of the supermarket 
run is to shop quickly and efficiently 
and maybe even inexpensively undo 1 
one roof. 

The whole point of choice, on the 
other hand, is that it requires decision- 
making - a demanding and time- 
consuming process. 

So fie abundance of choice in our - 
supermarkets -every year bigger, 
better; more - has transformed the 
business of stocking up on household 
staples into a day's work, involving 
detailed analysis of pros and cons and 
whys and wherefores. 

The next item on my envelope is 
washing powder The aisle is another 
expanse of different brands in different 
sizes and different packages and boxes. 
One declares itself to be “biological”. 
What can it mean? Is it intended to 
sound healthy and natural? 

The next box is equally proud of " 
being ’toon-biological”. I can have a soft 
pack. A cardboard box. Aplastic 
container. A dispensing bafl. A 
measuring cup. I could have a refill 
(what would I be refilling?). There are 
different flavours. I could, if I chose, 
walk around in lemon-scented jockey 
shorts, or sleep in pine-scented sheets. 
And how do I choose? 

At this point I do what any rational . 
person would, dazzled by infinite 
variety. I start loading the trolley at ■ - 
random. Then, dimly aware that Fve ' 
departed from my crumpled list, I dump 
a couple of yoghurts (lo-fat banana 
flavour with honeycomb; Greek full fat j 
wifi muesli) on fie dog-food shelf. 

More choice for dogs. ' ] 
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You can see more of the Continent through Eurotunnel* 

With faster travel you get longer breaks. Supersaver Return (6 days +) from £159 per car 'jf you hi 
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Lemon top, n<L99, from Homes (enquiries 0171-255 2031); Orange linen drawstring dress, £85, by French Connection; 249 Regent Street, London Wl; 16 Market Win, Cambridge; 45 Princes Square, Glasgow; and stores nation- 
aqua top, £27.99, by Morgan (0171-383 2888); lemon wide (enquiries 0171-399 7200); purple cashmere cardigan, £148, by Jigsaw; 126-127 New Bond Street, London Wl; 10 Pelham Street, Nottingham; 42 Grafton Street 
asymmetric skirt to order; by Etro (0171-495 5767) Dublin; and stores nationwide (enquiries 0171-491 4484) 


I’ve had it up to here with grey 


T here are certain re- 
ceived wisdoms: 
stripes on the hori- 
zontal should only 
ever be worn by the 
enviably thin; Amer- 
ican Tan tights and 
p nffhall skir ts are a crime of fashi on 
of unprecedented proportions, and 
pink is likely to do not h i n g whatso- 
ever for the average grey/white 
British complexion - in feet it may 
be positively harmftxL 

You know s omethin g’s afoot how- 
ever; when Helmut Lang - let's just 
call him Mr Minimal Monochrome 
- turns to colour. You know some- 
thing’s, well, plain insane when that 
colour is pink - not palest rose, 


you understand, more like neon. 

Things gather momentum when 
Tom Ebrd - a man who, until re- 
cently has taken pride in the fact that 
he wears black and only black; 
morning, noon and night and what- 
ever the weather - features equal- 
ly vibrant pinks, alongside turquoise 
and blue, on the normally resolute- 
ly sombre Gucd catwalk. Put it this 
way: until now, for Fbrd, white has 
been a radical option. In terms of 
colour; this time round, his is the 
Almodovar of collections: hot and 
Mediterranean from start to finish . 

But then, as Fhrd himself puts it, 

when asked to explain this rather 
radical about-turn: *1 always try to 
think of myself as the customer: So, 


what does she want? She certainly 
doesn't want grey. Her closet’s full 
of it She’s read about it 20 million 
times. She's sick of it She’s lived 
through grey. She’s gone through 

minimalism an| i concepto**) fashion . 
So, what does she want now? She 
wants... pink dresses.” Of course! 

If the spring/summer collections 
are anything to go by- and the au- 
tumn/winter shows, ki ckin g off this 
week m New seem only to add 

grist to the mill -the world, in fash- 
ion terms at least is set to become 
a far more colourfal place. Lan g and 
Fbrd aren’t the only designers to 
have come over all bright and 
breezy: everyone from Calvin Klein 
and Donna Karan to Christian Dior 


and Clements Ribeiro has intro- 
duced a hefty dose of colour into 
their collections. Lang's and Ford’s 
offerings are the most significant 
however Between them, they are al- 
most singlehandedly responsible 
for informing the Great British High 
Street where forthcoming trends 
are concerned, these are the world’s 
two most influential designers. 

So, it seems that this time round, 
the customer really might want 
pink dresses. And blue ones. Even 

ypTVw g nnpg t attfi n ugh this po tentiall y 

most virulent of hues, it almost 
goes without saying, should be han- 
dled with even more care than the 
first We can only he thankful that 
lime green isn't back on the fashion 


agenda. Remember fime green? 

Of course, each and every sum- 
mer; fashion editors push colour as 
if their very existence depended on 
it -it makes great pictures, after all 
- then turn up at the next round of 
shows wearing black head to toe. 
This season, however; there’s bare- 
ly any black in the stores to be seen. 
Grey; meanwhile, is just so last sea- 
son (and the season before that, and 
the one before that) it doesn't bear 
thinking about Fbr spring/ summer; 
colour - from palest aqua to bright- 
est turquoise; from dusty lilac to pur- 
pled pink; from delicate primrose to 
add yellow and from lapis lazuli to 
ice blue - takes centre stage. 

Fbr those still committed to more 


neutral shades, bright isn't neces- 
sarily best a very pale skin should 
avoid the strongest shades. Neither 
should they worry about mixing 
their colours: the truly brave (truly 
fashionable) among us should think 
nothing of combining orange with 
purple, say, or yellow with blue. 
Have courage in your convictions 
and don't even care. 

And finally there's always white 
to resort to which, more than any 
rainbow shade, is the new black. 
Fhshion purists mqght do well to stick 
with this. They can always acces- 
sorise with colour rather than go the 
whole hog. There's many a tomato 
red lipstick or neon pink handbag out 
there to choose from after all. 


NEXT WEEK 

Is New York the new London? 
Can the commercial fashion 
capital ever compete with 
London as a centre for 
innovation and ideas? Full 
New York report, including 
Calvin Klein, Donna Karan. 
Marc Jacobs, TSE Cashmere 
and more 


Photographer. Tom Corbett 
Stylist: Holly Wood 
Make-up and hair. Beverley 
Brooke using Shu Uemura 
Model: Claire Cain at Select 
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Art, travel and other drugs 


The extraordinary life and work of Henri Michaux remain 
profoundly influential abroad. Why not here? By Kevin Jackson 


T he year 1928 was a busy one 
for the poet Henri Michaux. 
He wrote to his friend Jean 
Paulhan about various 
books and shorter writings 
he had in hand, as well as 
his involvement with 
music, drama, theatre, painting and sculp- 
ture, and his fascination with the Tibetan 
sage and sorcerer Milarepa. Meanwhile, 
though his health was far from robust, 
Michaux was keeping himself out of mis- 
chief by spending several months canoe- 
ing along a tributary of the Amazon for a 
thousand or so miles, and climbing moun- 
tains and volcanoes in the Andes. 

“I brutalised myself," he wrote. “I forced 
myself to walk, but my body stood up poorly 
to these adventures." 

When not pushing his frail constitution 
to its limits exploring the outer world, he 
applied himself just as recklessly to the 
murkier recesses of his inner world, dos- 
ing himself with ether and opium. He was, 
in short, no Philip Larkin. 

In fact, it's hard to think of any Anglo- 
phone writer or artist with whom Michaux 
might reasonably be compared, though 
some have made the attempt Richard 
EUmann, who translated a selection of his 
writings in the early Fifties, found affini ties 
between Michaux and Jona than Swift 
since both were inventors of imaginary 
lands and were moved to savage indig- 
nation by human cruelty and idiocy. (Less 
plausibly, EUmann thought he saw a 
certain likeness of Michaux in the Amer- 
ican writer and cartoonist James Thurbec) 
You might also say that Michaux is a 
little like Aldous Huxley, since both were 
mystics who wrote at length about their 
experiences with mescalin; a little like Sir 
Richard Burton, since he was a pioneer- 
ing and stoical travelkar with a keai interest 
in matters anthropological; and a little like 
William Blake, since Michaux, too, ex- 
pressed himself as urgently in paint as he 
did in writing. 

And then, having drawn such analogies, 
you finally throw in the towel, since there 
remains so much in Michaux’s vast oeuvre 
of books and paintings which has any true 
counterpart in our culture; a very good rea- 
son, then, for our starting to pay more at- 
tention to him, A hundred years after his 
birth in Belgium, Henri Eugene Marie 
Ghislain Michaux (1899-1984) is regarded 
by the French-speaking world as an in- 
escapable. magisterial presence in both 
visual art and literature, and by the Eng- 
lish speaking world as... well, it is tricky 
to complete that phrase. 


Despite the best efforts ot inter aha. 
Professor EUmann, the Tate GaUery 
(which showed a decent number of 
MIehaux’s paintings alongside Picasso 
and Giacometti in its “Paris Post War" ex- 
hibition a few years ago) and Bloodaxe 
Books (which recently published a trans- 
lation of Michaux’ s late book DCpioce- 
ments, D^gagernents as Space, Displaced, 
Michaux remains pretty much unknown in 
Britain, even to the least parochial souls. 
A few weds ago, I launched into an ani- 
mated discussion about Michaux with a 
particularly cultivated Europhile pub- 
lisher, only to find myself at hopeless 
cross-purposes- until it dawned on me that 
he assumed I must be talking about the 
novelist and politician Andre Malraux. 

This week, it falls to London's 
Whitechapel Gallery to make another at- 
tempt at importing this un classifiable 
mahre. On Friday the Whitechapel will be 
opening the first one-man show of 
Michaux's work to be held in the United 
Kingdom. This will include some 130 
works, displayed in three sections. The first 


In another life he might 
have been a cardinal, a 
general or a hanging judge 


two are “Calligraphy" - work done mainly 
in Indian ink, representing the uncertain 
borderland between words as lexical units 
and words as visual patterns -and “Water- 
colours," including both abstract and fig- 
urative paintings, especially of feces. “It's 
not in tiie mirror that one should con- 
template oneself" runs one of his maxims. 
“Men, look at yourselves on paper” 

The third section is entitled “Mescalin”, 
and contains 63 of his agitated, weirdly af- 
fecting graphic records trf the hours he spent 
oo that drug as weD as on LSD-25 and other 
hallucinogens, with his doors of perception 
well ajar These unearthly visions, in con- 
junction with the four books he wrote about 
his drug experiences. Miserable Miracle 
(1956), Llvftni Turbulent (1957), Connais- 
sance par les Gtmffres (1961), and Lea 
GrandesEpreuvesdel'Esprit (1966) (only 
the first is available in English), earned him 
notoriety as well as admiration. 

His response was partly diffident parity 
defiant On the one hand, he was chastene d 
by the gap between vision and expression: 
“The present drawings are, need I say? Re- 
constructions. A hand 200 times more agQe 


t han the human hand would not be up to 
the task of Mowing the speeding course 
of the inexhaustible spectacle.” 

On the other he was scornful of what 
might be called the tabloid response to his 
work: “Tb the amateurs of -one-way per- 
spectives who might be tempted to judge 
all my writings as the work of a junkie, let 
me say- sorry but I am more the water- 
drinking type." 

Oddly, this self-portrait was quite 
accurate. As for as we can make out from 
reminiscences and confessions, Michaux 
was rather a grim, ascetic character; and 
was one of the very few writers (another 
would be Ernst Jfinger) of whom it could 
accurately be said, in the antiseptic clichd, 
that he “experimented with drugs”, as 
opposed to getting gleefully or wretchedly 
zonked on them. He hated being photo- 
graphed, but the handful of shots which 
exist - generally by the likes of Brassai, and 
very fine - show the stern reserve and 
forcefulness ofaman who might in another 
life have been a cardinal, a general or a 
hanging judge. 

Michaux strikes us, that is to say, as an 
intensely serious man, driven as much by 
a strange sense of self-invented duty as by 
a ftoep linhap piuftgg that sf pmnwri fi yw n his 

childhood, which was solitary stubborn, and 
blighted tty a condition we would now call 
anorexia. His wanderings in Europe, North 
Africa, South America. India, China and 
Japan (some of them the inspiration for his 
most celebrated travel book, Un tartars en 
Asie} A Barbarian in Asia (1933), appear 
less like youthful adventurousness than 
the type of pathological restlessness 
anatomised by Bruce Chatwin in The Song- 
lines and elsewhere. And there’s evidence 
to suggest that Michaux turned to writing 
and painting as others might turn to a 
therapist which maybe why his most pro- 
ductive periods were during private agonies. 
Asked, in 1942, to explain his reasons for 
writing he said that his principal motive was 
“to free myself from an intolerable tension.” 

Michaux began painting as early as the 
Twenties, but did not realty become known 
as a painter until, in 1938, Un po 6te se 
change en peintre, announced the poster 
for his show at the Galerie Pierre. He began 
to be taken seriously onty in 1948, after an 
outburst of creativity immediately follow- 
ing the death of his wife Marie-Louise that 
Frtunaiy. (She had been in hospital for two 
months after suffering from terrible burns 
when her nylon peignoir caught fire.) 

In his grief, Michaux poured out hun- 
dreds upon hundreds of watercolours in the 
space of little more than a month. By April, 
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‘Untitled’ (1953) by Henri Michaux, Indian ink on paper 


some of these were on show at the Galerie 
Rend Droirin. The critics were enrap- 
tured, and Michaux’s reputation as both 
writer and artist was assured 
Andre Gide, a fervent supporter of 
Michaux’s work, summed up its distinctive 
quality by saying that “He excels in mak- 
ing us feel intuitively both the strangeness 
of natural thing s and the naturalness of 
strange things.” It’s a catchy slogan, and 
not a bad thought to bring to Michaux’s 


work. But there are even better thoughts 
to take away from* his work. Knowing 
himself how wonderful it was to be liber- 
ated by the example of a writer such as 
Lautreamont or artists such as Paul Klee 
and Max Ernst he hoped to serve as a lib- 
erator for artists stiQ unborn, as he wrote 
in the “Postface" to Mauvements (1951): 
“Whoever, having perused my signs, is 
led by my example to create signs himself 
according to his being and his needs will. 


unless I am very much mistaken, discover 
a source of exhilaration, a release such as 
he has never known, a disencrustation, a 
new life open to him, a writing unhoped for 
affording relief, in which he will be able at 
last to express himself far from words, 
words, the words of others.” 

'Henri Michaux: Works on Paper* is at the 
Whitechapel Gallery, TueStm, 19 Feb-25 
April (0171-522 7878). Admission free 
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Legal Notices 


No. 00494 of 1999 
IN THE HIGH COURT 
OF JUSTICE 
CHANCERY D [VISION 
COMPANIES COURT 
IN THE MATTER OF THE 
ROVER COMPANY 
LIMITED 

AND IN THE MATTER OF 
THE COMPANIES ACT 1985 
NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that 3 IY-iiuon rus nn 
2roh January 1999 presented 
in Her Majesty's High Court 
«»! Justice lurihe am (inrun ion 
• ■I ilie reduction nf the capital 
ul the uFote named company 
from L5N.ildll.0lHl to £[.000 
and the mediation of ils 
share Premium Acenuni. 
NOTICE IS FURTHER 
GIVEN that ihe slid Petition 
is JncvIcJ in lx heard before 
the Registrar nf the 
Companies Court, at the 
Royal Courts ol Justice, 
Strand, London WC2A 2LL 
mi Mih February I990. 

Any (.reditnr or shareholder ul 
the siid n-nip.iny desiring to 
■Trow the makiri.col an order 
tor the ronlirmulion ol the 
slid reduction ol capital and 
C.insvltaiinn of its share 
Tremiuni Account should 
appear at the nme ul hcarinc 
in person by counsel for 
ili.it purpos.*, 

A copy ol the said Petition nil! 
be itimished to any such 
person requiring the same by 
ihe undermentioned so lienors 
on paymeni of ihe peculated 
charpe for the same. 

Dated this 1st day of 
K-hnury |W 

Wtuepe & Co. 

55 Colmorc Ron. 

Birmingham B5 IAS 

Ret: 1 238405 NJM'STJ 
Tel: HI 21 255 IlNJ 


The laMtKBqr Kola 1986 

GRAVESEND METALS A 
RECYCLING LIMITED 

In C m I i n r, Tohtnpty Uqnh fart on 


Prtoctfal TkatCsaJi 

Vlarf Road Tndtatt 
Vtarf tad, Gmuad, Kent 

\oi.a a Hfjsst avis tfu ua rim 

liL-nml totakent, PMclilwnw ut Ua 
fuiuei SMhuin. Cundut rf dm. 

Cirfidiiil PIjip. liadost W! IIP •*> 

liquitUoi U Cuvpwnd & 

laiMed ■ m Uqiadsiun ua 10 
frtaun’iws 

U uisbin ahu turn mi Jtaidt ddc i* 
jt requlifd la piu.v Ihni Juhts Un 
fund [MfiBod hvAwiCT Wja*K>fl« re 
lxi fintn Aaocutn. CmdiM Hreiw. 2* 
LiiisJnil Mite Luaiion VI'.' IIP. the 
loads*, broc H Msdi 1 W sd. i w 
irquaad hi istev m Mfiliit£ m coma u 
sit pnsv Ova drte. re ricra 4 **rii emr 
jnd plxr js dull be tprcifird m «tti 
milrp ot in drift* Ihnrp* ik> be 

e.ctuiVil Iron ihr brpeliT of in. 

diai itnii mi nude hrerea each drtti ire 
piled 
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No. 00492 or 1999 
IN THE HIGH COURT 
OF JUSTICE 
CHANCERY DIVISION 
COMPANIES COURT 

IN THE MATTER OF 
BRITISH MOTOR 
HOLDINGS LIMITED 
AND CS THE MATTER OF 
THE COMPANIES ACT 1985 

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN tfaal a Petition was on 
2blh January 1W presented 
to Her Majesty's Hipb Court 
of Justice for the confirmatJon 
nf ihe reduction of the capital 
of the above named company 
from £1 5.51X1. UDO to £1.000 
and the cancellation of iLs 
-.hare Premium Account. 

NOTICE IS FURTHER 
GIVEN that the said Httilion 
is directed to he heard before 
the Registrar of the 
Companies Court, at the 
Royal Courts of Justice. 
Strand. London WC2A 2 Li- 
on 24th February 1099. 

Any cmdiiiir or shareholder of 
the said company desiring to 
oppose the makiiicof an order 
Tor the confirmaiion ol the 
said reduction of capital and 
share Premium Account 
should appear at the time or 
hearing in person or by 
enunsel (or that purpose. 

A e,ipj of the said Petition will 
be furnished to any such 
person requiring the same tni 
the undermentioned solicitors 
on payment of the regulated 
charge lor the same. 

Dated this 1st day of 
February |9*N 
Wraggc at Co. 

55 Colmorc Row. 

Birmingham B3 2A5 

Ref: 1 2384G5/NJM/STJ 
TeL I.H21 235 lOOH 


tODGUV HOUHNGS 
UM1TH) 

FOOD & BCVBUCE COMPANY 
(KUNGBtFORD) UMITB] Has 
THE LION 

fOOO It BEVBWCE COMPANY 
(OXFORD) UMITEDtte 
ar» DiN« & Dej 
MB In Crafitm lfohnt» 
UmAWenJ 
Th* tmofMocy Act 

In jcconiince mih RuL- « UK of ihe 
lnsohi*ncy RiieJ 138*. name d 
hncbf giwn dut I. K DCtnhun. 
ICA j licensed tmoivanev 
Praciitlonre of Messis Leonard 
C'jflH. One Great Cunba lm J Place, 
lon&n W1H 81E. ell appoewd 
liquidator of the Jbow CanaHm 
bs the nwnhers and cwftas on 
lllh Fcbnure 1999. All drte and 
cbens dwutd he «sx to me a the 
above address. 

AH cwfiwis vdKi have not already 
deqe w » aivited to prove tf,or 
ctaom in wntmt; uw n.j iudte 
public xhenfcnKrt of immuon to 
piow Mob mil be gwn 
Dakd ths in* February 1999 
h D COODMAN. FCA. UqwLnx 


No. 00491 of 1999 
IN THE HIGH COURT 
OF JUSTICE 
CHANCERY DIVISION 
' COMPANIES COURT 
IN THE MATTER OF 
ROVER IN VESTM ENTS 
LIMITED 

AND IN THE MATTER OF 
THE COMPANIES ACT 1985 

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that a Petition was on 
2blh January 1999 presented 
to Her Majesty's High Court 
of Justice for the confirmation 
of ihe reduction or the capital 
of the above named company 
from £9SiUttt0iW0 to 
£1.000.00(1. 

NOTICE IS FURTHER 
GIVEN that the said Petition 
is directed 10 be beard before 
the Registrar of the 
Companies Court, at the 
Royal Courts of Justice. 
Suand. London WC2A ILL 
on 24th February 1999. 

Any creditor or 'harehotder of 
the said company desiring to 
oppose the making of an order 
for the confirmation of the 
said reduction of capital 
should appear at the time of 
bearing in (rerson or by 
counsel (or that purpose. 

A copy of the said Petition w-fll 
he furnished to any such 
person requiring the same tre 
the undermentioned salhatorv 
on payment of the regulated 
charge for the same. 

Dated this 1st day of 
February 1999 
Wragge & Co. 

55 Colmorc Row, 

Birmingham B5 2AS 

Ref: 123U05.7UMSTJ 
Tel: 0121 253 1000 


Legal Notices 


Case No. 00495 of 1999 
IN THE HIGH COURT 
OF JUSTICE 
CHANCERY DIVISION 
COMPANIES COURT 
IN THE MA TTER O F 
BLMC LIMITED 
AND 

IN T HE MATTER OF 
THE COMPANIES ACT 
1985 

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that a Petition was 
on 26 tb January 1999 
presented to Her Majesty's 
High Court of Justice for 
the confirmation of the 
reduction of the capital of 
the above named company 
from £1750300.000 to £100() 
and the cancellation of iu 
share Premium Account. 
NOTICE IS FURTHER 
GIVEN that (he said 
Petition is directed to be 
beard before the Registrar 
of the Companies Court at 
the Royal Courts of Justice. 
Strand, London WC2A 
2LL on 24th February 1999. 
Any creditor or share- 
holder of the said company 
desiring to oppose the 
making of an order for the 
confirmation of the said 
reduction of capital and 
cancellation of its share 
Premium Account should 
appear at the lime of 
bearing in person or by 
Counsel for that purpose. 

A copy of tbe said Petition 
will tic furnished to any 
such person requiring the 
same by tbe under- 
mentioned Solicitors on 
payment of tbe regulated 
charge for the same. 

Dated the 1st day 
February 1999. 

Wragoe & Co 
55 Colmore Row 
Birmingham B3 2AS 
Ret I38405/NJM/STJ 
Tel: 0121 233 1000 
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Royal College of Art 

Kensington Gore, London $W” 
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18-21 February 1999 

1 lam - 8pm. T pm la^t 2 days 


Information: 0181 7-»2 1611 


COPPINS: John Roy 
Coppuu late of Ashford. 
Kem. died there on 20 Match 
1998 (Estate about £9.690) 
HATHAWAY (onuerly WARD 
nee HARRISON: Jessie 
Hathaway formerly Ward nee 
Harrisou, widow, bte of 
SbeHlcld South Yorkshire, 
died there on 5 March 19% 
fEstate about £5|M0) 
HOLMES: Harry George 
Ernest Hofanes otherwise 
Harry Georg* Hoboes late of 
Leigh oo Sea. Esses, died at 
Southend un Sen. Esses, on 
19 June 1998 (Estate about 
£ 20000 ) 

JAMES nee Aubrey: Blodwen 
James nee Aubrey widow, 
laie of Pint Talbot. 
Glamorgan, died there on 30 
December 1998 (Estate about 
£L30JW01 

KAKSTE: Janis Kakar 
late of Bradford, \tet 
Yorkshire, died there on 8 
IW7 (Estate about 
I 

MUCKLEnee Brawn: Elsie 
Ethel Modde nee Brawn, 
Widow, late of South 
Norwood, London SE25. died 
Crovtfoe. Surrey on 14 April 
199ft (Estate about £54^06) 
CTBRJEN: Margaret O’Brien, 
iter, laxc of Harrow 
d. Middte«cs. died there 
on 21st April 1996 (Estate 
about fl&hOtn 
RATTRAY nee HU turn. Annie 
Elsie May Rattray nee 
HBssa, Widow, bite of 
Coventry. West Midlands, 
died there on 2 December 
1998 (Estate about £100000 1 
Tkekin ef tke above ntmod art 
mjaaH^tOappljtoHu 
lYwamry SaBeuor (B.l.'i, 

28 

. London SWJH9JS. 

Ifitimg wMcAdM-rrenwy 

wsar* 



Unusual Gifts 


A NEWSPAPER (e r that apodal 
1843-1899, most On ndF 
ado. Ideal birthday gift. Remem- 
ber When. Tel: 0181-783 6363. Or 
CALL FREE D500 520 000. 


To advertise in this section please call the 

Classified Team on 0171 293 2347. 


Power and imagination 


THE RUSSIAN-BORN pianist 
Arcadi Volodos is a man of few 
words, as more than one inter- 
view has made plain. Perhaps 
this laconic charmer foiled to 
communicate dearly with the 
organisers of the South Bank 
piano series about his intended 
changes of programme on Sun- 
day, for after a misleading an- 
nouncement we were left - 
literally- in the dark. 

\fofodos is, however; a pianist 
of many notes and prodigious 
feats of virtuosity, which by 
the time of bis fourth encore 
began to seem too much of a 
good thing, as he hoovered up 
and down the keyboard gob- 
bling up more complications 
than tbe brain could untangle. 

Yet there is more to him than 
a note-spinning machine. He 
has, for a start, a wonderful 


Classical 

ARCADI VOLODOS 

QUEEN ELIZABETH HALL 
SOUTH BANK CENTRE 
LONDON 

sound - sumptuously cush- 
ioned, and me l t i n g through an 
infinite range of dynamic 
levels. Then there are no hard 
edges or awkward comers in 
the way he phrases, except 
where incisive attacks are 
called for. He has authority. 

A short, strange piece by 
Scriabin introduced at the very 
beginning a world of extra- 
vagant fantasy, before Volodos 
slipped straight into the efful- 
gent, jangling Tenth Sonata - 
kept relatively muted here, 
even at its delirious dimax, and 
in the best possible sense - as 


liberated from the page as it is 
possible to imagine. 

Volodos looks like a bouncer 
- not someone you’d mess with 
— but his massive weight is held 
in reserve as he toys with tech- 
nical challenges with an im- 
perturbable confidence. He 
began to reveal his foil prowess 
in a group of preludes and 
Etudes-tableaux by Rach- 
maninov, first uncovering his 
magnificent tone at its fullest 
in tiie C sharp minor Etude 
from the first.set, revelling in 
the effortless velocity of his oct- 
aves and double notes in the D 
major Etude from the second. 

'ifet who would have thought 
he had such feeling for Schu- 
mann’s neglected collection of 
Btrnte Blotter* Some of these 
gems are brilliant, but many 
are simple, even homely, and 


Vblodos bandied every one as 
if it were priceless. His quality 
of impulsive ardour and deli- 
rious fluency, the joy commu- 
nicated in his dexterity, 
reminded me of the way 
Martha Argerich treats Schu- 
mann - as a composer whose 
endless invention grew not 
only from deep warmth, but 
also from fathomless darkness. 

Finalty what prompted all 
those encores was a min d- 
numbing athletic display in the 
Horowitz version of Liszt’s 
Hungarian Rhapsody No 15. 
There's no point in playing it 
unless tike this - with a super- 
charged pugilism that seemed 
to cost this keyboard heavy- 
weight little effort He vouch- 
safed hardly the ghost of a 
smile the whole ev ening . 

Adrian Jack 


Young guns go for it 


VISUAL ARTS 

ACCELERATOR 

ARNOLFINI GALLERY 
BRISTOL 

IT HAPPENS time and time 
again. A curator comes up with 
a great Zeitgeist theme, the 
show is cast, a hip designer is 
contracted to do the catalogue 
and a substantial buzz is gen- 
erated. Thai tbe artists go and 
muck it a0 up by m asti n g on 
being artists and doing what 
they tike. In this case, howev- 
er; any discrepancy between 
the curators’ intentions and 
the artists’ response has had an 
enriching effect There may 
not be much interrogation of 
the theme - fashion and “pop- 
ular” culture -but the range of 
the work is impressive. Time's 
even some good painting. 

Co-curated by Southampton 
City Art Gallery (where it first 
appeared at the end of last 
year), Arnolfini and Oldham 
Art Gaiety Accelerator is an in- 
ternational group show by 
irrelatively young artists. The 
buzz starts in the foyer of the 
gallery, where Jeremy Deller- 
the artist who once made a T- 



A detail from Kflimnik’s ‘artless’ DiCaprio portrait 


shirt out of a tabloid headline 
reacting “Robbie Williams - My 
Drug Heir, which was then 
worn ty the singer in a notable 
act of appropriation - has fash- 
ioned an audio-tape loop of a 
ticket tout’s ever more des- 
perate imprecations. Once in- 
side, your ears are assailed by 
tbe rave music soundtrack of 
HDaiy Lfoyifs video installation 
where, an two screens, a DJ can 
be seen in the contrasting set- 
tings of a dub and his bedroom. 
Neither incarnation - spinning 
records or smoking fogs^ - offers 
much textual analysis or aes- 


thetic pleasure. Lloyd's other 
piece, a slide show of a dub 
queen’s progress through the 
night, also displays a studied 
b l a nkn ess that foils to move ihe 
exhibition beyond a self-de-‘ 
feating, “%ah, right" response. 

The painters, by contrast, 
display a superficially uncriti- 
cal delight in the visual lan- 
guage of advertising and 
promotion that recalls the work 
of Pop artists from the Sixties. 
Michael BevOacqua paints col- 
lages of band logos and teen 
icons with an ice-cream 
palette, while Suzy Spence 


turns a star-stalker's eye on the 
teen-cult TV princess, Tori 
Spelling. Sylvie fleury uses a 
palette derived from cosmetics 
brochures to paint brilliant ab- 
stracts in the form of cus- 
tomised car decorations, and 
Karen Kfiimnik draws Leonar- 
do DiCaprio in a purposely art- 
less style that suggests Che 
star-struck pencil work of 
pathological fans. Among the 
three-dimensional work on 
show, the Japanese artist Ako 
Sasao has made rag dolls in the 
images of Noel Patsy, Naomi, 
and Keith from Prodigy that 
nails down the gaucheness of 
teen iconography. 

Though the original theme 
of fashion seems to have re- 
ceded since the curators' 
fouating plan, sculptor Freddie 
Contreras has created a cat- 
walk where, in response to 
pressure pads on a lon g length 
of lino, a blitz of flash-bulbs go 
off in your face. Accelerator 
might not make you think, but 
it keeps you on your feet 

Phil Johnson 

Arnolfini, Bristol <0117-929 
9191) then Oldham Art Gaflen/ 
(0161-911 4657) 
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^S^SL§KtuaI ^periments were being shown on stage long before Shorppim and Fucking. Marivaux played 
d angerous gender gam es in his 1744 play La Dispute. It’s a natural for director Neil Bartlett. By Paul Taylor 


Legends of the Fall 


D id Adam have a navel? 

Just Cor decoration, of 
course, and for solidar- 
ity with his offspring. Or 

was it one of the meagre 
consolations of post- 
Edenic life that at least 
ne cucm-t nave any problems with smelly; 
wedged-m fluff? How, though, couldyou be 
the human race’s Ur-navelgazer without 
a navel to gaze into? Tricky. 

We have a powerful urge to try to imag- 
ine a primal, prelapsarian state, but as the 
above parody shows, the fim and difficul- 
ties of thfo activity arise fhnn the that 

we only have postlapsarian methods and 
metaphors for engaging in it Even imag- 
ination is a “fallen" phenomen o n , In Ftar- 
adise Illustrated, his acutely witty 
descan tings on themes from Paradise 
Lost, D J Enright pinned it down perfectly 
with this vignette: “It’s unimaginable!’ 
sighed AdamV ‘You’re not obliged to imag- 
ine it,’/ snapped the Landlord. ‘Yet”’ 
People have gone to extraordinary 
lengths in the forlorn hope of artificially re- 
producing “original” conditions. There’s the 
instance of the Pharaoh, cited by 
Herodotus, who caused some children to 
be reared in total sDence in tire banqybefief 
that when they eventually spoke, it would 

be in the primal language of humanity. And 
tragically, in our century, there’s the case 
of Genie, the Los Angles teenage girl who 
spent her entire life locked up. Her stiU- 
prevexbal plight had fin guistirfawa sali- 
vating: through her, they thought, 
Oransky's theories about language and the 
mind could be proved or disproved Not so, 
and the poor girl became a shuttlecock in 
a contest between rival amrfpmiwf 
No non-fictional experiment has, how- 
ever; displayed quite the kinkiness and 
exquisite cruelly of that dramatised by 
Pierre Marivaux in his 1744 play The Dis- 
pute. This compelling rarity is about to be 
revived by NeO Bartlett, artistic director 
of the Lyric, Hammersmith, using his 
own translation and in a welcome co-pro- 
duction between the Lyric and the RSC. 
The set-up in this frightening comedy is as 
follows: 18 years before the action com- 
mences, a recherche dispute had arisen at 
the Prince’s court over which of the sexes 
in the earfy days of mankind committed the 
first infidelity, lb “settle” the matter, the 
Prince promptly ordered four babies to be 
reared in solitary c onfinemen t Compared 
with thenii, marooned Mirandh in’ Shake- 
speare’s regriat^lbn^stbad a crammed 
social diary. And the young heir to the 
throne who is continually drugged and 
swept backwards and forwards from 
ragged isolation to glittering court in the 
political unrest of Calderon’s masterpiece 
Life Is A Dream enjoyed, by comparison, 
a life crowded with incident and friendship 
The drama of what happens when Mari- 
vaux's young people are eventually 
released into each other’s company is 
enclosed within a singularly nasty frame. 
Watching the proceedings unnoticed are 
the prince’s son and Hermiane, the woman 
he wishes to seduce. The outcome of the 
inset drama will evidently affect their 
relationship for good or HL What exactly, 


t 



A frightening comedy in a nasty frame: Neil Bartlett directs Marivaux’s ‘The Dispute’ 


though, are they observing? A re-enact- 
ment of Eden mid the Fan, or - notwith- 
standing the calendar age of these couples 
- a kind of chil d pornography? 

Neil Bartlett teems with fascinating 
ideas about the piece, which he likens, in 
its Rococo exquisiteness, to a Meissen fig- 
urine - its style in telling tension with the 
diniral hnitaiKty H confronts and ana^ ysps 

It felt a bit incongruous to be talking to 
Bartlett; an urban gaymanpar excellence, 
in his btfou cottage digs in Stratfard-upoit 
Avon, rattier as though one had suddenly 
spotted Genet ina National Trust gift shop. 
He appears, however; to be relishing his 
temporary transposition and certainty co- 
productions such as this are just the kind 
of Mood transfusion the RSC needs. 

A Slovakian company brought an 
extxaordinarity se^ version of TheDispute 
to the 1991 Edinburgh Festival; but the re- 
vival now used as a touchstone is Patrice 
Chereau’s 1970s production which grimly 
shifted proceedings to a post-Sadeian, 
post-Freudian environment where the 
Nazi experiments in the death camps 
never seemed far away and where (me of 
the young gumea pigs was reduced , to sui- 


ride. Bartlett's staging sounds much sub- 
tier Setting the jday at an aristocratic coun- 
try house weekend in the 1930s will enable 
him to get the best of both worlds. 

In his view what befalls the 18-year-old 
in the short course of the play is “an evo- 
lution that is like time-lapse photography 
They start off being five, but actually be- 
have as if they are three, and finish older 
than us". Far Bartlett, the timescale of the 
{day eerityincoipdrates an acceleration into 
the ftiture. “It seems to start in the Rococp 
18th century and whether it wants to or not, 
it winds up in a Sadeian wasteland”. He is 
struck by how acutety the play anticipates 
late: “findings”. The comically naive rou- 
tines with a looking glass “are almost a 
canonical description of Freud's mirror- 
pbase audits perils”. Having a foot, so to 
speak, in two temporal camps, the pro- 
duction will strive to heighten the play's 
prophetic cultural amphibiousness. 

I suggested to Bartlett that theatre is a 
medium particularly suited to dramatising 
these doomed attempts to recreate origins, 
the bare stage a symbol of the tabula rasa, 
the slate wiped dean, a metaphor right 
under the actors’ feet He qualifies this 


slightly by saying that in The Dispute, 
there’s a strange douMeness in the setting 
The stage has to represent both the ab- 
stract base I've described and the very spe- 
cific location of a contrived wilderness in 
the grounds ofa country estate. Hence, the 
corner of a b ufldmg from the Chariotten- 
berg Gardens inBeriin featuring in the set 
Those of us who feel that a more inter- 
esting question than “which sex commit- 
ted the first infidelity?" would be “which 
sex first thought of such a mean, frztile ques- 
tion?", will be relieved to learn that that dis- 
pute is only the ostensible contention in 
Marivaux's play. What is most profound^ 
at issue, declares Bartlett, “are the two 
competing mythologies of childhood Does 
every childhood inevitably re-enact the 
Flail? Or is evil the failure of parents? 

“In her book about Mary Bell, Gita 
Sereny slips in a shocking statement She 
talks about ‘the intrinsic goodness of the 
human being asbortf.Butwhat about Mary 
Bell’s mother? She must also have been 
naturally good. So where does the chain 
end? That’s the book’s great silence.” 
The perverted ingenuity of the experi- 
mental set-up in The Dispute extends to 


Geraint Lewis 

the skin colour of the couple assigned to 
rear the children. Carise and Mesrou are 
black, the Prince reports, “so that their 
charges might be the more astonished 
when they see other people” -to maximise, 
in other words, their sense of disorienta- 
tion on realising that their whiteness is not 
unique to them. At this point, the anten- 
nae of Bartlett, the creative historian of the- 
atrical culture, twitch. “What wouldn't we 
give to know.” he muses, “if Carise and 
Mesrou were played by black actors at the 
original performance? And wouldn’t it be 
fabulous to commission a play about the 
life of the two black performers in The 
Dispute after the curtain comes down?" 

Frames-within- frames: a contrast be- 
tween the power politics in the play and in 
the theatrical company. Somehow I fancy 
we wont have to wait many years for this 
intriguing hypothetical project Most likely 
venue? The Lyric, Hammersmith. Most 
likely author? One Neil Bartlett 

‘The Dispute' previews at The Other 
Place, Stratford from 24 Fteb, (01789- 
295623) toins to Poole and Brighton; Lyric 
Hammersmiihjrom 15 Apr (0181-741 2311) 


Jam on, 
jam on 


REVIEW 

TOAST 
ROYAL COURT 

LONDON 

CASTING AROUND for a title for his 
delightfully funny play set in a mass 
production bakery in Hull in the 
Seventies, Richard Bean has dearly 
been up against it. Carla Lane had 
already used up Bread. Watching 
Richard Wilson’s beautifully acted 
and observed production, I kept 
wondering why Dough or The Bread 
Line had been ruled out. After alL 
the factory on which Bean trains his 
knowing lens is ailing, its 
weaknesses set to be exposed when 
a thriving Bradford sisteroutfit 
suffers a cock-up one night and Hull 
has to bake enough bread for two 
dties. If the ultimatum can't be met, 
it looks like the place will be shut 
down. And between the men and 
success stand a jammed oven and a 
double-dealing colleague. 

As Jerome K Jerome rightly 
asserted, there is nothing quite so 
restful as watching other people at 
toil and audiences like to enter alien 
territories whose tribal details are 
wonderfully exotic on stage, if not in 
life. In this cruddy teabag- stained 
canteen, you’re yanked right into the 
needling camaraderie, the power- 
plays and mutual survival techniques 
of this hard-labouring world Wilson 
establishes the divergencies with a 
care that attends to their different 
ways of smoking a cigarette. 

In a superb ensemble. Sam Kelly 
is hilarious and touching as beaming 
fiftysomething Cedi, whose hen- 
pecked sex-starvation is betrayed in 
the almost magnetised prurience 
■ with which he tracks his workmates’ 
love lives. Bean has had the inspired 
idea of introducing a new recruit in 
the shape of an impostor: a posh, 
tweedy weirdo from the local asylum, 
played with perfectly barmy self- 
preoccupation by Christopher 
Campbell. He fondly imagines that 
he’s a messenger from beyond the 
grave and comers each of the men in 
turn. The joke is that nobody is reaDy 
deceived That comedy takes a 
poignant turn when fellow feeling is 
shown for this inadequate by Mark 
Williams's tough, unsmiling Blakey. 
Having spent six years in prison, he 
knows a fair bit about confinement 
and despair: Ewan Hooper; too, is 
immensely moving as “Nellie", the 
stoical, trembly old workhorse who, 
like the ovens he’s enslaved to, would 
seize up and die if momentarily 
switchedoff. 

The production lovingly re-evokes 
the decade that style forgot I wince 
to admit that the clothes worn by 
Matthew Dunster’s excellent Peter 
(straining cheesecloth, retina- 
abusing flares) is the kind of outfit 
your humble reviewer wore when 
basking on the lawns of Balliol with 
his now opposite number at The 
Daily Telegraph. 

O tempora, O mores, Oy veh. 

Paul Taylor 
7b 6 Mar (0171-565 5000) 


DEBUT: ALISON FlSKE 


The Time: 1965 
The Place: the US 
The part: Lucy Lockit in 
The Beggar’s Opera 

THEATRE GROUP 20 was 
formed in 1965 by an American 
drama student called Gordon 
Thylor and Shivaun O’Casey 
Sean O'Casey’s daughter It 
was based in a church hall in 
Warwick Avenue. The idea be- 
hind it was to hold graduates 
of the same drama centre 


U dining wgvwv. 1 — - 

It had an educational remit, 
which is bow it got the neces- 
sary permits to tour the States. 
So while we - about half a 
dozen inexperienced non- 
angers in our earty twenties - 


rehearsed The Beggar’s Opera 
and a triple bill of two one-act 
{toys anda monologue, Gordon 

Taylor booked a 40-date tour of 
American universities which 
took us through practically 
every state in the Union. 

In four months we must 
have travelled 20,000 miles, in 
an did Greyhound bus. 'We went 

as far north as Washington 
State and as far south as the 
Mexican border Frank, the 
driver; was from the Bronx 
and stuck to his job - he never 
came to see the performances. 

The moment we’d arrive in 
a campus, we’d unload the set 
and the costumes we needed, 
get in, do the show, then take 
it all down again. Exhaustion 



qindtiy set in and there we 
were in this darkened coach, 
thundering thro ug h the chang- 
ing landscape of North Amer- 
ica, hying to recuperate before 

the next destination. 


We were often billeted with 
members of campus faculties. 
One couple were greatly look- 
ing forward to The Beggar’s 
Opera - he was an 18th-cent- 
ury theare expert and she had 
perfect pitch. Their only com- 
ment was “very bawdy". At 
Harvard we danced a tarantella 
on a stage made from rostra 
with gaps in between. People 
missed entrances and the set 
fell down. There were unfor- 
gettable moments, such as 
when we saw Charlie Mingus 
bashing the lights out in a New 
York, night-club because he 
was annoyed with the managa: 
As a way of seeing America, it 
was great As a way to devel- 
op as an actoi; I'm not so sure. 


Six months lata; after some 
considerable re-rehearsal and 
by great good fortune, we were 
bade in New York to do an off- 
off-Broadwqy production of The 
Beggar’s Opera and two plays 
by Harold Pinter The Immi- 
gration Department raided us 
mid-performance because we 
were on the wrong visas. We 
had our fingerprints taken next 
day and were threatened with 
deportation if we didn’t leave, 
which we did, that evening. 

Interview by Dominic 
Cavendish 

Alisrn Fiske is tn ‘Cdaine’ at 
Hampstead Theatre, London 
NW3 (0171-722 9301) part qf‘A 
Small Drop of Irik?, to 24 Fbb 


40 Weekends 
in New York 
to be won with 


ON THE FRINGE 

THE LOST CHILD ON TOUR B FOURPUW LYRIC STUDIO 


JUDGED BY its intentions 
alone, The Lost Child would 

be declared a must-see. 

The second in a trilogy or 

the same name by the 
DavidGlassEnsemble.it 
has grown out of the ■ 

company's work with street 
children around the world. 

Thousands were shown 
The Hansel Gretd 

Machine, which explored 

instances of abandonment 
through a mime version oi 
the Brothers Grimm fairy 
tale, and their own 

answering expenenc^ 

have contributed to the 

textless sequel. 

Glass and his team - four 

actors, two designers and- 
composer JooaUi^CMper 
- have fashioned a Mack 
and-white “series of dream 
pictures” which are as 


redolent of Luis Bunuel as 
the acknowledged 

inspiration, Lewis CarroIL 
Hey are accompanied by a 
sound-track that bombards 
the car with drum-rolled 
gunfire, sampled gurgles, 
mournful loops of piano and 
a legion of oeddental- 
onental effects. But the 
nonspectficityta The Lost 
Child gives rise to unease 
and confusion: images of 
brutalised or vulnerable 
youngsters are put to a 
metaphorical use which, 
while never entirely clear; 
seems to put the loss of 
innocence that comes with 
adulthood on a par wi th toe 
tr aumas children can suffer 
at the hands of adults. 

The piece takes toe form 
of a quest conducted in and 
around a small proscenium 


theatre. A pregnant woman 
(GreteD goes through a 
looking-glass in search of 
both her mirror-self and a 
man who beckoned her 
(HanseD. Her unborn baby 
is removed by a white-faced 
baldie with rabbit ears and 
a bandage-masked sidekick 
in a trendi-coat and bowler 
hat As creepy as toe 
kiddycatcher from Chitty 
Clotty Bang Bong, this 
sinis ter duo tyrannise the 
children who live beneath 
the stage where they spend 
much time committing 
solvent abuse or blowing up 
polythene dolls, depenffing - 
on how you look at it You 
can’t fault Glass’s 
inventiveness — there are 
some striking coups de 
theatre with masks and 
fairy-lights - but repeated 


in combinations that defy 
decoding, they leave the 
autoence stranded. So 
modi emphasis is placed 
on structure that it ends up 
looking hollow. 

In Sergi Belbel’s 
interestingly flawed anti* 
force Rnrrplag, directed by 
Hans-Peter E&Unei; an 
elaborate formalism is 
deployed to paint up an 
inner emptiness. 

In 38 briet cut-up scenes, 
punctuated by cheesy 
incidental music, we are 
teased about what goes on 
when a sexless married 
couple bring two friends 
(male and female) together; 
with toe bizarre motive of 
inaugurating their new bed. 
How much “action” takes 
place is thrown into 
question when suggestive 


scenes are repeated with 
more context what might 
have been a lesbian 
embrace proves to be a slip- 
up on a pool of vomit; the 
smell of sex becomes the 
odour of tobacco puffed by 
BelbeTs miserable quartet 
The Catalan playwright has 
been compared with Pedro 
Almodovar but the neurosis 
on display hero is skin- 
deep, used to make points 
about consumerism and 
entertainment that would 
have been better served 
with less contrivance. 

DOMINIC CAVENDISH 

‘The Lost Child’, 
Birmingham Mac, Fri/Sat, 
(0121-440-3838) then tours; 
‘Fburplay’, Lyric 
Hammersmith (0181-741 
8701) to 20 Feb 


Talk Radio and The Independent are flying 40 pairs of 
winners to New York for a weekend in March in our 
Talk to New York' Competition. Throughout February 
there are 2 New York Weekends to be won every weekday. 


How to Play 

Tune to Talk Radio and listen for 
the Avenue and Street No.s for 
one of today's two locations, 
identify it on the map opposite 
and you could be a winner. 

When to listen to Talk Radio 

For your chance to win a trip for 
two to New York listen to Talk 
Radio at these times every 
weekday: 




— • HfWSt 

-HnrtflL 




8 . 20 am The Big Boys* Breakfast 
with David Banks & Nick Ferrari 

1 0.20pm James Whale 


How to find Talk Radio 

1053 and 1039am across the UK 
and in the following areas; 

'll 07 am: Boston (Lines), Gatwick, 
Liverpool, Lydd (Kern), 

Paignton (Devon), Southampton 
1071am: Newcastle. Nottingham 


a. Museum of Modem Art 
B. Rockefeller Plaza 



YTHE INDEPENDENT 









35 5 A a 


Jl ^ B 


12/SECRETARIAL 


THE WEDNESDAY REVIEW 

n«. Independent 17 February *** 


No one 


asks ‘what 


happened 


to you?’ 


I WORK FOR... 


yvonne Waft works for James Rye, assistant 

DIRECTOR OF MARKETING FOR SCOPE, THE 
CHARITY FOR PEOPLE WITH CEREBRAL PALSY 



I became a wheelchair user at 
19, and noticed how people 
suddenly treated me like a 
child. As a disabled woman 
in society I don’t often feel 
understood, but working 
here means that I don’t need to 
p-T plain myself 

I'm not seen as a tragic, helpless 
cripple and no one asks “Oh dear; 
what happened to you?" 

fve been refused jobs in the past 
for various spurious reasons. I 
would apply for a job as a telephonist, 
for example, have a three-minute in- 
terview and then be told that the job 
was going to someone more “exper- 
ienced". For awhile I worked for the 
Corporation of London, as secretary 
to tbe access officer for people with 
disabilities. However: outside my de- 
partment there were some old- 
fashioned views; to some people the 
fact that I was disabled and female 
put me down among the vermin. 

The staff here are very friendly, 
relaxed and equality minded, partly 
because they've done disability 
awareness courses- As PA to the 
assistant director of Scope I've got 
a reasonably elevated position, and 
it's nice not to be in a situation where 
I am looked down on as a disabled 
person who's lucky to have got her- 
self a job at alL 


When Glenn Hoddle made his 
statement about the disabled, tbe 
phones at Scope started buzzing 
with people calling us for comment 
It was quite exciting because it 

gave us an opportunity to put across 
the feet that Scope is working at 
challen g in g prejudices Bkfi this on 
a daily basis. I was pleased that we 
were now able to talk about it 
There are so many people with dis- 
abilities who play sport, particularly 
bads, that it's all the more inappro- 
priate fora prominent sportsperson 
to make a comment Eke that I was 
impressed by how on the ball Tony 
Blair was; it’s quite rare for a prime 
minister to take a stand Eke that 
When I first heard Hoddle’s state- 
ment, the first thought I had was 
“what a silly sod”. But I wasn't 
really shocked, because I had stud- 
ied the fears and prejudices about 
disability that you can detect in the 
undercurrent of popular opinion as 
part of my degree in psychology 
which I completed last year. People 
often ask what you have done to de- 
serve it and disability is often asso- 
ciated with disfigurement, ugliness 
and badness - prime examples 
being The Phantom of the Opera, 
Freddie Krugec Captain Hook and 
Richard IIL But assuming that dis- 
ability is a punishment implies that 
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When Yvonhe Waft heard Glenn Hoddle’s r emar ks about disability she was not shocked because they reflect attitudes she has studied Andrew Buurman 


it must be an entirely bad exper- 
ience, which in my opinion is quite 
untrue. I've got a first -class degree 
and a job, I chive around, I go swim- 
ming, and I got married last year 
Ii|y husband, however; was out- 
raged by Hoddle’s remark; I guess 
he felt defensive and protective 
over me. When people argue that 
Hoddle should have freedom of 
speech I wonder whether they 
would feel the same way had he 
claimed that black people deserved 
slavery, or Jews the Holocaust I 


wonder what Hoddle thinks he did 
in his past life to deserve the pun- 
ishment he’s receiving now? 

A lot of people working at secre- 
tarial levd here have degrees; I dotft 

know whether its specific to Scope 
or is in tune with society in gener- 
al. However most of my colleagues 
are happy to be here, largely be- 
cause working for a charity is so re- 
warding. My job includes a lot of 
telephone work and I also liaise with 
the advertising agency, particularly 
about product placement which is 


very important for us. Fbr example, 
you will notice there’s a Scope char- 
ity box on tbe bar in EastEnders. Be- 
fore working here I knew very little 
about Scope, except fbr the fed that 
it used to be called the Spastics So- 
ciety. But I subscribed to Disabili- 
ty Now, which turned out to be 
edited by one of my bosses here. 
Ironically I have become a bit of a 
regufar fixture in the magazine my- 
self, especially on die subject of 
discrimination. 

I have a relaxed relationship with 


James; he is very easy-going and 
doesn’t make it difficult for me to do 
tbe filings I want to do, and he often 
asks my opinion. 

Sometimes I wonder whether I 
am copping out by working for a 
charity for the disabled. But I can 
also see the potential for moving up- 
wards withm this environment, get- 
ting increasingly involved in 
research and the politics of disabil- 
ity. I'm terribly tinned on by ideas 
and would like to do a PhD or move 
into rfinical psychology training I 


think people often don’t understand 
me because I tend to think acade- 
mically, particularly on the subject 
of disability. As a result I sometimes 
get frustrated with people in the real 
world. But academics earn little, my 
husband's pay as a primary school 
teacher is basic and I’ve yet to pay 
off a student loan, so I think HI stay 
here fora while; besides. I enjoy the 
sense of achievement that comes 
from indirectly helping people. 

INTERVIEW BY 
Katie Sampson 


He came in a loincloth to brighten my birthday 


SO WHAT’S the worst day of the 
year to be a temp? Your birthday. 
What’s worse than that? When 
your birthday is the day after 
Valentine’s and no one sends you 
a card for either: When it also 
happens that your birthday is a 
Monday, you're scraping 
dangerously dose to the nether 
regions of the barrel. Except 
when you spend the day filing 
paid bills in the basement of a 
huge, faceless service-provider. 

ril say this now: I hate filing. 
It's one of those things that, in 
normal jobs, I force myself to do 
first thing every rooming for five 
minutes so that I don’t have to 
spend time dreading it 1 have 
been reduced to tears by the 
task. The combination of 


mundanity, repetition and paper 
cuts is enough to make the 
toughest soul crumble. I have 
fantasies of hardened policemen, 
who have presided without a 
flicker over murdered children, 
rape victims and motorway pile- 
ups, sobbing as they pull out the 
same cardboard wallet for the 
seventh when the time for 
paperwork comes. 

I know dentists are supposed 
to have the highest suidde rate 
in the country, but I'm sure that 
this is because no one has ever 
bothered to check the rates 
flr ^ nn g filing deita. This 
particular job has all tbe 
exquisite boredom of waiting for 
a Virgin train, for every piece of 
paper is the same as the fast 


save for the figures and the 
name at the top. 

Sometimes, a curious filing 
derk can find interest from 
reading as they file, building up 
pictures of lives and events that, 
though they have been reduced 
in the final stage to dog- 
eared official documt nts, were 
once moments of great drama to 
the participants. Not here. 
Copies of bills that have been 
paid give no indiction of the grief 
that settling them will have 
entailed. The wives who found 
out about their husbands’ ‘ 
gambling when they received a 
red bill the shared households 
that split under the pressure of 
settling individual responsibility, 
the single mums going without 



The Temp 


food to make sure the kids are 
covered are all reduced to a 
single piece of paper stamped . 
with the date of settlement. 

Come lunchtime, I decide to 
take a break even though it 
means forgoing the extra £425. 
Some birthday. So I head to the 


nearest greasy spoon for beans 
on toast and a Mars bar Buy a 
magazine and read an interview 
with one of those glamorously 
successful women who has 
never had an urge to eat five 
Mars bars in succession and 
wash them down with a tin of 
Coke. Eat my beans as she 
confesses that she’s about to 
turn 30, “I feel fine about it," she 
says. “You have to learn to be 
happy about your stage in life, or 
life will always be too much for 
you. And anyway" she continues, 
“I love birthdays. I always take 
the day off, and spend it being 
pampered. I have a massage, a 
steam bath and a facial, and give 
the time over to reflecting on 
where I am, what I have 


achieved in the past year and 
what I intend to achieve in the 
coming one. I find it very useful 
to take the time out and check 
that Tm still on track.” 

Oh, well I think, maybe that’s 
what 1 ought to be doing. Let’s 
see. I've had 28 jobs, one holiday 
a zillion cigarettes, had my shoes 
reheeled twice, and discovered 
that none of ny friends cares 
that it’s my birthday. What do I 
want for the coming year? Tb 
buy new shoes. To have 
something to say about myself at 
parties that doesn’t make people 
glaze ova* and go in search of 
file drinks. To get a job: a real 
one, with payed holidays, sick 
leave, a desk of nay own, 
colleagues who knew it was my 


birthday. Lord, how I'd love that. 

When I can’t gain my stewed 
tea out any longer; I wander 
through the streets to the grim 
concrete edifice that is Electrical 
Holdings pic. In the basement, 
there’s some giggling and 
staring going on when I walk in. 

I pick up another sheaf of paper 
and start sorting them 
alphabetically, when Brenda 
comes over. “Is it your birthday 
or something?" she says. I 
brighten instantly.' Someone 
cares after afl. “Yes. How did you 
know?” They all burst out 
laughing. “You had a singing 
telegram while you were out," 
she says. "Tarzanagram, he was, 
in a loincloth. Said to tell you 
he’d be bade at five o’clock.” 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 


APPOINTMENTS: SECRETARIAL, OFFICE SUPPORT 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 


CUSTOMER SERVICE 

Positions available tn Local Authority environment m and 
around Central London. Mm 1 year exp. preferred in a similar 
environment 


Cartman, Kenny, Big Bird, 
Babar, Ren & Stimpy 


f ernporary] 


SECRETARIES 


...just a few of the characters we 
deal with every day! 


Requied lor long and sh on-term posts. Must have audio, 
mtn 50wpm. MS Word and Excel plus excellent 


I communication skiOa. 


BtHUant Opportunities For The Right People 



TLC has an opening for a Design Co-Ordinator! 
(responsible to Creative Director). 

TLC - a leading licensing agency in die UK 
repre s e n ts some of the best known animated 
properties on TV. 

Control of product development & artwork 
approval p roc es s (key to our business) would be 
down to you! Valuable experience & personal 
g rowth ro be gained in this fast moving, fan 
environment 


Adecco Alfred Marks 
tn Chiswick require 
Urgently 


Temporary Administrators 
Temporary Office Juniors 
Temporary Coil Centre Operators 


Starting immediately, 
for long & short term bookings. 
Based in W4, W3 & TW8. 

Ray is between 
£5.00 & £6.00 per hour. 


CoB Came or Carol on 

0181-994 5588 


INFORMATION OFFICER 



Must have good keyboard and communication 
skills. Good telephone manner required to speak 
to clients. Knowledge of database would be 
beneficial. Salary £14k u eg. 

Contact Brendan O’Connor 0171 278 5757 
or fax CV 0171 278 3466. 

Closing date 19 February 99. 


Controlling artwork approvals far our 
entertainment portfolio (promotions, packaging, 
adve rtising , publishing & more Traditionally 
clot hi ng, toy & gift businesses) tba position 
requizes cr e a tive rigour, an excellent 
administrator, good eye for detail creative flair, 
sleem-toQed-up approach to business, team 
player & strong communication skills at all levels. 
Experience within an agency based environment 
advantage - not easmriaL 
£16,000+ & Bonus 

CV by post or e-mail to; 

Tama Q nn wm aff 
The Lice nsin g Co mpan y 
Cumberland Souse 
1 Kensington Rand, WS 5NX 
(tania@t-l-c-deiTuni-coLiik) 


Stall Recrui tment - 


“Legal Eagles” 


TesGom Europe-, part of !!:e TasCotn Group, is fits 
larges; isilene.iilotit testing sahitioas ptovidor in 
Eure;;?. Ectsbiis.'iac; in Israel in 1330 the Tescom 
Group is a global cciiijmny w-tfi cilices in ;;;c UK, 
UnttSil States. Fratrc?. Germany, Singapore, tors el an:! 
Greece, sispicyws over 350 peo-ila ivo rltlvvrcie. 


Receptionist/Admin 


j ORTCI ASSISTANT 

I bmfaitas.fejr 
| software awp®]r 
5 atfarfeg a varitd and ewS&j 


do n vsnem rtfa prate f 

5 


j Kpcfimw, qoni feSCffo s 

| areJtftwmnai i oripijttb. f 


I feme red CVrtli \ 

l Tie Office Knqei I 
5 Stattnww Sahtiarc j 




To advertise in this section please call 

Zara White on 0171 323 4492. 


LOOKING FOR 
YOUR NEXT 
ACCOUNTANCY 
JOB? 


Come along to 
The Accountancy 
Career Fair 


Where there are hundreds 
of the very latest 
opportunities on offer. 


Career advice and 
guidance too. 


March 9, 1999 


New Connaught Rooms 


Great Queen Street. 
WC2 


12 noon - 736 pm 
AdnuakmFne 


T.'iis key role within Tescom ropuires .in experienced 
ticepV.unKi wiiii a tlioiOtip.li knc.vtet'.oe cf i-.licrosoVt 
'.Vert* s.iii office procedures. Vo;; will fie of smart 
2^pe2rar,ce ,*nd be capable of perform!, us a variety of 
tasks in a very :;usy .jtniosphs;e. Enthusiasm and 
wniiifgitess to assist ct!;e: stiff members are essential. 
Kiio.vleti^e of credit central ivcuid ire advantageous. 


TV.e remuneration packages offered reflect tbe 
importance of these rates. Career opportunities 

are limit. 'ess. 


Please apply to: Helen Srarlsnell. HR Director, 
Tescom UK. Ltd. 3 St John's Lose. Leaden EC1 4BH 
Tel: 017' 25Q 472- 
e-mail ‘;elen.!;:;id3nell': tescom- inti. con: 


LEGAL SECRETARY 

Salary up to £25,000 (plus bens) 
Professional and well presented legal 
secretary required to work in the London 
Office of an American law firm occupying 
new offices in the City. 

Can d ida t es must have a minimum of 3 years 
city legal experience working in a corporate 
environment and have a flexible, positive 
attitude to work and a strong outgoing 
character. Tbe ideal candidate will be a team 
player, capable of using their initiative, an 
effective communicator and be used to 

working in a demanding enviro nme nt 
Candidates must also have fast, accurate 
typing speeds (min 65wpm) and experience 
in using Ward/Windows and Powerpoint. 
Please send CV and covering letter to 
KE10D, 7-9 Rathbone Street WiP LAP 


£20k + Bens 


1:1 Rote Corporate 
PRCo WC2 
STAFFWISE PLC (Agy) 
TEL: 0171 379 8388 
FAX: 0171 379 6755 


OFFICE FACILITIES JUNIOR 

.. . Salary £HL 5 k ■■ 


to wotxnbuty London Hsniafic^ 
kteaty you vtil haw good GCSE Wsute preferably wth 
'WJ* ®P®S nc& ® offic8 ^sterns tart trains wa be 
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New Films 


OOHTGOBBEAKUlCMYHEARTfPr, 

i*«*or Will Pattered "“w CPG) 

JOTV Seagrove 



S^^oyaplays tie supposed ^ 

*** widowe<5 mum he gets 
° fi a romantic^ w*4»e 
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Madeline <u> 

Director: Daisy Von Scherier Mayer 
Starring: Frances McDwmand. Isfigel Hawthorne 
All aboard fbrstaybook Fffiies PJaris. That gngBc- 
bread house on the corner is the boarding school 
attended fay nine-year-old Madeline (Hatty Jones). 
That hatchet-faced woman out front is the strict 
instructor (Frances McDonnand). That car going 


The Independent Recommend s 

THE FIVE BEST FILMS THE FIVE BEST PLAYS THE FIVE BEST SHOWS 


mge,mnKr\ ^WeslBndAndlocolcmemas 

I THINK I DO 05} 

Director. Brian Sloan 

■Starring: Alexis Arquette. Christian Maelan 
AE the wedding capec An excuse for reunksis, for 

ao ensemble rasf <hri)iAiwv»u.^^: ... 


«notum. TOiternfirectar Brian Sloan tiri^ an ^ 


but it’s too hyperactive and ingratiating far its awn 
good. West find: ABC Shaftesbury Avtm iip 

JACK FROST (PG) 

Director Troy Miller 

Starring: Michael Keaton. Marie Addy 

The respective trajectories of two stars meet 

for an instant in this out-of-season Yuletide tale. 

On the way down goes Michael Keaton as a 

self-absorbed btuesman who dies and fh»w g^ P 

reincarnated as a snowman. And on the w^y up is 
The Rifl Moray's Mark Addy as his saltroWiMartb 
best mate. They meet, they pass, and formula 
fbn is had by alLWfesf End- UCI Whiteleys, Virgin 
Fulham Hoad, Virgin Trocadero, Warner Village 
West End. And localcmemas 

LIFE IS BEAUTIFUL (LA VITA E BELLA} (PG) 
Director Robert Benigni 
Starring: Robert Benigni, Nicoletta Braschi 
See The Independent Recommends, right Kfest 
End: Barbican Screen, Cunxm Mayfair, Odeon 
Kensington. Ritzy Cinema, Screen on theHUL, UCI 
Whtieleys, Virgin Chelsea. And local cinemas 


rendering of Ludwig Bemebnan’s kids* stories 
looks a shade one-tfimensianal; all artistry and 
no art West End: Clapkam Picture House, 
Odeon Kensington, Odeon Marble Arch, Odeon 
Swis s Cottage, UCI Whiteleys, Virgin Chelsea. 
Virgin Trocadero. And local cinemas 

MY GIANT (PG) 

Director Michael Lehmann 
Starring: B3)y Crystal, Gheorghe Muresan 
Billy Crystal plods his way through Michael 
“ Heathe rs" Lehmann’s rjffipntian comedy about 
a sl e a zeb al l Hollywood agent who gets a few 
Kfe lessons when he runs m fr> a saintly giant- 
(Gheorghe Muresan) in Romania. Expect size 
jokes in the middle, and gEb morals at the end. 
Local: Acton Park Royal Warner Village, 
Edmonton Lee VbUey UCI 12, F&lham Cineworid 
the Movies, Harrow Warner Village 

YOUR FRIENDS AND NEIGHBOURS (28) 
Director Neil Labute 
Starring: Ben Stffler, Jason Patnc 
Another trouhflngX-ray of American mores from 
In the Company qfMen director Neil Labute: Ybur 
Friends and Neighbours widens its focus a little, 
yet in all other respects this looks like a carbon copy 
of Labute's debut Thoe are the same stage-bound 
confines, the same structured misanthropy, the 
same dense weave of dratogoe. TWo features in, and 
Labute has chewed this bone to bits already 
West End Curzon Soho. Gate Netting HUL, Odeon 
Camden ibwn, 0deonSwi8sO3ttage,Rentxr,Ritzy 
Cinema, Screen on Baker Street, Virgin Fulham 
Road, Virgin HaymarkeL And local cinemas 


Xan Brooks 


General Release 


ANTZ (PG) 

Computer-animated trifle about a worker ant 
(voiced by Woody Allen) who tries to break out 
of his totalitarian rut West End: Ritzy Cinema, 
Virgin Trocadero. Repertory: The Lux Cinema, 
Prince Charles. And local cinemas 

BABE: PIG IN THE CITY OJ) 

In the follow-up to Babe, knockabout comedy is 
kept to a minimum in favour of a bleak anima- 
tronic fairytale. West End: Barbican Screen, 
Plaza, Ritzy Cinema. Local: Edmonton Lee 
Valley UCI 12, Richmond Odeon Studio. 
Repertory: National Film Theatre 

A BUG’S LIFE OJ) 

See The Independent Recommends, above. 
West End t ABCjTpttenham Court Road, Clapham , 
Picture House, Odeon Camden Town, ‘ 
Odeon Kensington, Odeon Leicester Square, 
Odeon Marble Arch, Odeon Swiss Cottage, 
Ritzy Cinema, UCI Whitleys, Virgin Chelsea 
And load cinemas 

BULWORTH (18) 

Warren Beatty's new political satire is crude and 
co«tes<KndingOT occasion, yet genumety audacious 
and committed, too. WfestEhd- Odeon Kensington, 
RittyCinema,VirgmChdseaVttymHaymarket, 
WdrnerWUige West End. And local cinemas 

ELIZABETH 05) 

Shekhar Kapur's story of a female figurehead 
struggling to gam purchase in a male world largely 
ne gl ects the opportunities for fun in a story of 
independence triumphing ova- cruelty. West End: 
ABC Ponton Street, Odeon Mezzanine 

ENEMY OF THE STATE (15) 

Wffl Smith and Gene Hackman star in this big, 
noisy and effectively claustrophobic conspiracy 
thriller. West End: Odeon Camden Town, 
Odeon Kensington, Odeon Marble Arch, Virgin 
Trocadero. And local cinemas 

HIDEOUS KINKY (15) 


, _ " . 

(Bella Riza, Carrie Mullan). Meanwhile, gormless 
. backpackers, Sufi teachers and Said ll**™** 
foremterest weave across the narrative. West End 
Clapkam Picture House, Curzan Soho, Crown 
Minema, Odeon Swiss Cottage, Renm^mtzy 
Cinema Screen on Baker Street. UCI Whiteleys, 

_ . » i rWvtotnn 


i- 3f?i1 


And local cinemas 

HILARY AND JACKIE (15) 

FWl-throttle playing from Rachel GnSths and 
Emily Watson sustains Anand Turi^warte- 
and-aJJ biopic of the Du 
Chelsea Cinema. Cumrn Soto. <^ s ™* 
Cottage. Repertory: mermans Arts Centra 

And local cinemas 

HOW STBAA GOT HER GROOVE BACK (15) 


through 19th-century CaiHrim ia in the company 
of Antonio Banderas’s authentically Hispanic 
do-gooder West End: Odeon Mezzanine, Wrgin 
Fulham Road, Warner Village West End. 
And local cinemas 

MULAN (U) 

This animated feature about a girl who disguises 
herself as a soldier to spare her ailing father 
from file certain death of combat is one of the most 
visually innovative movies that Disney has 
ever made. West End:. Odeon Mezzanine, Ritzy 
Cinema. And local cmernas 

THE OPPOSITE OF SEX (18) 

See The Independent Recommends, above. 
West End : Ritzy Cinema, UCI Whiteleys. 
J& gin Fulham Road. Warner VtilageWesLEnd . 
And local cinemas 

PECKER (18) 

'Dash auteur John Waters swerves into sunnier 
streets with Pecker Ws fluffijy satirical tale of 
an amateur Baltimore photographer who is 
adopted as afljMHiTthe-wafl artiste by the New Ybrk 
dite. PBcfcer goes big on blue-collar kitsch without 
ever making any real, stringent point West End 
Clapham Picture House, Metro, Odeon Camden 
Town, Virgin Trocadero. And local cinemas 

K (PI) (15) 

What sustains the Aim is the ingenuity of its 
central wii wit, its nngnmg “mathematics is the 
language of nature" mantra and tPO-cooHbracbool 
demeanour West End: ABC Ponton Street 

PRACTICAL MAGIC Q2> 

Practical Magic sees Sandra Bullock and Nicole 
Ki dman cast as two asters raised from a line of 
witches and hexing any unlucky man who swings 
into their orbit West End: Virgin Trocadero, 
Warner Village West Ehid And local cinemas 

THE PRINCE OF EGYPT (U) 

to planning his cartoon life of Moses, Dreamttforfcs 
honcho Jeffrey Katzenberg envisaged it 
“painted by Claude Monet and photographed by 
David Lean". The end result ends op looking more 
like The Tfen Commandments by way erf' Joseph 
and his Technicolor DreamcoaL West End- 
Empire Leicester Square, UCI Whiteleys. 
Repertory: Phoenix Cinema, Watermans Arts 
Centre. And local cinemas 

SAVING PRIVATE RYAN (15) 

Steven Spielberg’s Second World War drama 


Jamaica with nertosy DUl «y 
sashaying around is a bSamtod 

Ktlelore acton in the fora of; a. 

her son. EssentiaUy this 

with an Afh>-Ameria» ^ 

Cinema. Virgin Tn^dert, KOnS* 

End. And local cinemas 

Tottenham Court cottage. Odeon 

Odeon Kensington. OdeonSun^Cc^^ 
west End, UCI Whiteleys, Virgm Fulham noaa. 
And local cinemas 

LIVING OUT LOUD <151 n ,, 

See The Independent R f com ^^. village 
West End.- Virgin Trccodsro. Warner vurage 

West End And load cinemas 

THE MASK OF ZOR« O ™ Ml-apeed 

This gaudy swashbuckler gallop* ^ 


sequences. West End: Plaza 

SHAKESPEARE IN LOVE 05) 

See The Independent Recommends, above. 
Wbst End- ABC Tbttehham Court Road, Barbi- 
can Screen, Clapham Picture House; Empire 
Leicester Square, Netting Hdl Coronet, Odeon 

Camden Town, Odeon Kensington, Odom Marble 
ArdbOdemSwissCattage,RitzyCinerna,Scieen 
onffieQreeruUOWhitd^VirginFbBiamRaad, 
Virgin Trocadero And local cinemas 

STEPMOM 02) 

This sugar-glazed, oven-ready affair casts an 
out-of-sorts Susan Sarandon as a middle-aged 
matriarch squabbling overher offspring with the 
new model mom (Julia Roberts) that hubby Ed 
TTar rig fox* hnnfce d up with- 'WfestEnrir Odeon Kens- 
rngtoruOdemMarbteArch,Od eonV*sstEnd,ua 
Whiideys, Virgin Chelsea And local ememas 

TWO GIRLS AND A GUY (18) 

Heather Graham and Natasha Gregson Warner 
are the duped guiL'iends of Robert Downey Jr’s 

love-mprima donna. Tteo Girls and a Giu/ gives 

them plenty of room to move and breathe, turning 
the yam into a pungent acting showcase. West 
End: Virgin Fulham Rood, Virgin Haymarket 

VERY BAD THINGS (18) 

Peter Berg’s dehut serves up swaggering gross- 
out comedy in a Loaded-magazine style, but if s 
ujtiniatety a fihfi with nowhere to go. West End: 
Odeon Camden lb ton, Odeon Marble Arch, 
plaza, UCI Whiteleys, Virgin Trocadero. Wanner 
Village West End And local cinemas 


Life is Beautiful (La Vita e Bella) (PG) 
Roberto Benigni directs and stars in this tragicomic 
fable about an Italian Jew who tries to shield his 
boy from the horrors of a Nazi concentration 
camp by pretending that the brutal regime is an 
elaborate game. 

Shakespeare in Love (1 5) 

This enjoyable romp suggests how romance fired 
Shakespeare with the creative inspiration for 
Romeo and Julia. Joseph Fiennes and Gwyneth 
Paltrow head a multi-star casL 

Living Out Loud (1 5) 

Holly Hunier plays a Manhattan woman who, left 
by her husband, befriends the elevator operator 
in her building. Writer Richard LaGravcnese 
handles everything with affectionate restraint 

A Bug’s Life (U) 

More child-friendly than Arttz, this animated 
feature spins another enjoyable yarn about an ant 
colony and its battle to survive. Kevin Spaccy 
provides the voice of the chief grasshopper. 


The Opposite of 
Sex (18) 

Christina Ricci {rigfif) plays 
16-year-old bitch-on-wbeels 
Dedee, who causes all kinds 
of havoc when she moves in 
with her half-brother 
(Martin Donovan) . 




ANTHONY QlTNN 


Copenhagen 

(Duchess Theatre. 
London) 

Michael Frayn’s profound 
and haunting meditation 
on science, morality and 
the mysteries of human 
motivation (nq/u). 

To 7. -tug 


Oklahoma! 

(Lyceum Theatre. London) 

Widely regarded as the best ever, Trevor Nunn's 
glorious production of the Rogers and Hanuncrstcm 
classic fully desenes its West End transfer. 

To 26 Jun 

The Street of Crocodiles 

(Queen's Theatre, London) 

Triumphant revival ol Theatre dc CompUeiie’s 
surreal and scaring plunge into the imagination 
of Polisb-Jcwish writer Bruno Schulz. To 20 Feb 

The Winter’s Tale (RSC. Stratford) 

An amazingly rich and complex performance 
from Antony Shcr in Gregory Dorjn’» Romano* - 
style production. In np to 4 Mar 

Darkness Falls 

(Palace Theatre. Watford) 

Jonathan Holloway’s entertainingly creepy double- 
bill of ghostly chillers about our deepest wishes and 
the price we pay for them. To 20 Feb 

Pai l Taylor 


Monet in the 20th Century 

(Royal Academy) 

The gardens and lily ponds at Gixerny dissolve 
into clcmcnlul vhionv fiery lights, haze, liquid 
reflections, voids and depths. The strange last 
works of Impressionism. To IS Apr 

Portraits by Ingres (National Gallery) 

Some of the most intense portraiture ever. Women: 
exquisite melanges of flesh .tnd fabric, dreams til 
sex and money. To 25 Apr 

Patrick Caulfield (Hayward Gallery) 

This survey of nearly 511 years' worth o( work tiflcis 
Caulfield's full rang - noiabh, those bold tux'nic 
outlines, bhvked in with translucent a>|our. 

To 11 Apr 


Disasters of War 

(Wolverhampton 
Art Gallery) 

~I saw this" - three ages of 
European vvur through the 
etchings of Jacques Calloi, 
Goya and Olio Dix. Visions 
from the blackest of times 
Tti 20 Mur 


Thinking Aloud 

(Cornerhouse. Manchester) 

SculpU'r Riehtud Wentwurth cnr.iles an exploration 
ot creativity in an and design', an assortment ot 
rough drafts, doodles and models. To 2S Ivh 

ToM Li bbock 



CINEMA 

west end 

ABC FANTON STREET 

(0870-902 0404) O Piccadilly 
Qrcus Elizabeth 2.10pm, 5.10pm. 
8.10pm Lock, Stock & Two 
Smoking Barrels 1,10pm, 
3.35pm, 6.05pm. 8.30pm My 
Name is Joe 1.20pm. 3.45pm. 
6.20pm. 8.40pm it (PI) 1.25pm, 
3.30pm 6.10pm, 8.35pm 

ABC PICCADILLY 

(0171-287 4322 (from 1pm)) 

0 Pkxatfiify Qrcus Hamam: The 

TUrkish Bath 1.25pm, 3.50pm. 
6.10pm. 8.30pm Switchblade 

Sisters 1.35pm, 4pm. 6.20pm, 
8.40pm 

ABC SHAFTESBURY AVENUE 

(0870-902 0402) ^ Leicester 
Squaneribttenham Court Road 
Don't Go Breakfeig My Heart 
1 .40pm. 4.05pm. 630pm. 

8.55pm I Think I Do 1.10pm, 
3.40pm, 6.05pm. 8.30pm 

ABC SWISS CENTRE 

(0870-902 0403) ■& Leicester 
Square/PkradDIy Qrcus Buffalo 
66 3.55pm. 8.40pm Class THp 
2.20pm. 4.30pm. 6.45pm, 

8.55pm Un Homme et une 
Femme T^iOpin, .6.2 5pm Hotel du 
Nord 2.40pm. 4.50pm, 7pm. 
9.05pm La Vie Rente des Anges 

1 ^5pm. 3.45pm, 6.05pm, 

8.25pm 

ABC TOTTENHAM COURT 
ROAD 

(0870-902 0414) e Tottenham 
Court Road A Bug’s Life 1.20pm, 
4.05pm. 6.45pm. 9pm Little 
Ifoice 1.30pm, 3.55pm, 7.05pm. 
Iotas Chainsaw massacre 
9.40pm Shakespeare in Love 
1.10pm. 3.45pm, 6.30pm. 

9.25pm 

BARBICAN SCREEN 

(0171-638 8891) ^ Barbican Life 
is Beaudful 6.15pm. 8.40pm 
Shakespeare in Love 6pm. 
8.40pm 

CHELSEA CINEMA 

(0171-351 3742) -O Stoane Square 
Hilary and Jackie 1.1 0pm. 
3.40pm. 6.10pm. 8.40pm 

CLAPHAM PICTURE HOUSE 

(0171-49B 3323) O Clapham 
Common A Bug's Life 1 pm, 3pm. 
5pm. 7pm, 9pm Hideous Kinky 
230pm. 4.45pm, 7pm, 9.10pm 
Madeline 1.15pm. 3.15pm, 

5.15pm Pecker 7.30pm. 930pm 
Shakespeare in Love 1.45pm, 
4.15pm, 6.45pm. 9.20pm 

CURZON MAYFAIR 

(0171-369 1720) O Green Park 
Life is Beautiful 1pm, 3.30pm, 
6pm, 8.40pm 

CURZON SOHO 

(0171-734 2255 (12noon-6pmJ) 
& Leicester Square/Tottenham 
Court Road Hideous Kinky 
1.45pm, 4.15pm. 6.45pm. 9pm 
Kfilary and Jackie 1.30pm, 4pm, 
6.30pm. 9.15pm Your Friends 
and Neighbors 1.15pm, 3.15pm, 
5.15pm. 7.15pm. 9.30pm 

EMPIRE LEICESTER SQUARE 

(0990-888990) e Leicester 
Square Meet Joe Black 12noon. 
3.40pm. 730pm The P rtnee of 
Egypt 3.15pm. 6pm, 8.15pm 
Shakespeare In Love 12.15pm. 
3pm. 5.50pm. 8.45pm 

GATE NOTTING HELL 

(0171-727 4043) ^ Netting Hill 
Gate Your Friends and Neighbors 
130pm. 4.10pm, 6.30pm, 

B.55pm (+ Short Tattoo) 

METRO 

(0171-734 1506) * Piccadilly 
QraeAekester Square The Apple 
(9b) 2pm, 6.30pm Doberman n 
4.15pm. 8.45pm Pecker 3pm. 
5pm, 7pm. 9pm 

CURZON MINEMA 

(0171-369 1723) O Hyde Park 
Comer/Knightsbridge Hideous 
Kinky 3pm, 5f»n, 7pm, 9pm 

NOTTING HILL CORONET 

(0171-727 6705) e Netting HU 
Gate . Shakespeare in Love 
2.45pm. 5.45pm. 830pm 

ODEON CAMDEN TOWN 

(08705-050007) «■ Camden Town 
A Bug's Life 12noon. 2.20pm. 
4.35pm, 6.45pm, 830pm Little 
Voice 11. 50am, 2pm, 4.15pm. 
6.35pm. 9.10pm Pecker 1230pm. 
3.50pm. 6.30pm, 9.05pm 

S h ak es peare In Love 12.10pm. 
2.50pm, 5.45pm, 8-25pm Vbur 
Friends and Neighbors 1.30pm. 
4,05pm, 6.50pm, 9.lSpm 

ODEON HAYMARKET 

(08705-050007) ^ PiccadUy 

Circus Don’t Go Breaking My 
Heart 1.45pm. 4pm. 6.30pm. 
8.45pm 


ODEON KENSINGTON 

(08705-050007) Q High Street 
Kensington A Bug's Life 1 1 .45am, 
2.15pm. 4.45pm. 7.15pm. 

9.45pm Butwortk 7pm Don’t Go 
Breaking My Heart 2pm. 4.30pm. 
7pm. 9.30pm Life Is Beautiful 
1pm, 3.50pm. 6.40pm. 9.30pm 
little Voice 1.50pm. 4.25pm, 
9.45pm MadeTine 1.45pm. 4pm 
Shakespeare in Love 12.10pm. 
3.10pm, 6.10pm. 9.10pm 

Stepmom 6.25pm, 9.25pm 

ODEON LEICESTER SQUARE 

(08705-050007) O Leicester 

Square A Bug's Life 1.45pm, 
4.10pm, 6.30pm. 8.50pm 

ODEON MARBLE ARCH 

(08705-050007) e Marble Arch A 
Bug's Life 11.45am. 2.05pm. 
4.25pm, 6.45pm. 9.05pm Don’t 
Go Breaking My Heart 11.50am. 
2.10pm, 4.35pm. 6.55pm, 

9.10pm Enemy of the State 
12.30pm. 3.20pm, 6.10pm, 9pm 
Madeline 1 .30pm. 3.45pm 

Shakespeare In Love 1 2.35pm. 
335pm, 6.15pm. 9.15pm 

Stepmom 6.05pm, 8.55pm 

ODEON MEZZANINE 

(08705-050007) ■& L ei cester Square 
Efizabetf) 12.35pm. 3.05pm. 

5.35pm. 830pm Lock, Stock St 
Tlwo Smoking Barrels 1 35pm. 
3.55pm. 630pm. 8.45pm The 
Mask of Zorro 235pm. 5.25pm. 
8.15pm The Siege 1.15pm. 
3.40pm, 6.05pm. 8.30pm There’s 
S om et h ing About Mary 12.45pm. 
3.15pm. 5.45pm. 830pm 

ODEON SWISS COTTAGE 

(08705-050007) O Swiss Cottage 
A Bug’s Lire 12.15pm. 230pm. 
4.45pm. 6.55pm. 9pm Don’t Go 
Breaking My Heart 1 ,30pm. 4pm, 
6.25pm. 8.45pm Hideous Kinky 
1.15pm. 3.55pm. 6.15pm, 

8.45pm Hilary and Jackie 4pm 
Little Voice 6.20pm. 8.50pm 
Madeline 12.10pm. 2.05pm 

Shakespeare in Love 1230pm. 
3.05pm, 5.50pm. 8.35pm Ifour 
Friends and Neighbors 1pm. 
3.15pm. 5.45pm, 8.25pm 

ODEON WEST END 

(08705-050007) © Leicester 

Square Little VMce 1 .55pm, 
4.10pm, 6.20pm, 8.55pm 

Stepmom 12.10pm, 2.55pm. 

5.40pm, 8.30pm 

PEPSI UMAX CINEMA 

(0171-494 4153) © PrccadUJy 
Qrcus Everest 4.45pm. 9.05pm 
L5 (UMAX) 2.40pm. 7pm T-Rex: 
Back lb the Cretaceous (3-D) 
1.35pm, 3.40pm. 5.45pm. 8pm. 

1 0.05pm 

PLAZA 

(0990-888990) © PkcadlUy Circus 
Babe: Pig in the Gty 12.40pm 
Saving Private Ryan 3pm. 
7.30pm Star Thek: Insurrection 
1.20pm. 3.40pm, 6pm. 8.30f»n 
The Thiman Show 1pm. 3.15pm. 
6. 1 5pm, 8.45pm Very Bad Things 
1 .30pm, 3.50pm. 6.20pm, 9pm 

RENOIR 

(0171-837 8402) © Russell 

Square Hideous Kinky 230pm. 
4.30pm. 6.40pm. 8.55pm Your 
Friends and Neighbors 2.05pm. 
4.15pm. 6.25pm. 8.40pm 

RITZY CINEMA 

(0171-733 2229) BfV© Brixton A 
Bug’s Life 1.50pm. 3.35pm. 
5.25pm, 7.15pm. 9.05pm The Eel 
2.30pm Hideous Kinky 2.45pm, 
4.50pm. 9.15pm How Stella Got 
Her Groove Back 7.05pm Life Is 
Beautiful 1.35pm, 4pm. 6.30pm, 
9pm Mu lan 1 2.50pm 

Shakespeare in Love 2pm, 
435pm, 6.50pm, 935pm Your 
Friends and Neighbors 4.40pm, 
7pm, 930pm (+ Shore Tattoo) 

SCREEN ON BAKER STREET 

(0171-935 2772) © Baker Street 
Hideous Kinky 2.30pm, 4.40pm. 
6.50pm, 9pm Kbur Friends and 
Neighbors 3pm. 6.15pm, 8.40pm 
(+ Short: Steeping with the Fishes) 

SCREEN ON THE GREEN ’ 

(0171-226 3520) © Highbury & 
Islington Shakespeare in Love 
3.35pm. 630pm. 9pm 

SCREEN ON THE HILL 

(0171-435 3366) © Brian: Park 
Life is Beaudful 2.15pm, 4.30pm, 
6.50pm. 9.15pm 

UO WHITELEYS 
(0990-888990) © Queensway A 
Bug’s Life 1 1.15am. 11.40am. 
1.30pm, 220pm. 4pm. 4.40pm. 
7.20pm. 9.40pm Hideous Kbdcy 
1.50pm, 4.10pm, 6.30pm. 

9.10pm Jack Frost 11.50am. 
2.10pm. 4.30pm, 6.50pm Life b 
Beautiful 12.35pm. 3.1 0pm. 6pm. 
8.45pm Little Voice 6.40pm, 
930pm Madeline 1220pm. 
2.40pm, 4.50pm The Opposite of 
Sex 7.10pm. 9.30pm The Prince 
or Egypt 11.30am Shakespeare 
In Love T2.4Spm. 3.20pm. 
6.15pm. 9pm Stepmom 12.10pm, 
2.50pm, 5.45pm, 8.30pm Ifery 
Bad Things 9.50pm 


VIRGIN CHELSEA 

(0870-907 0710) © Stoone 

Square'South Kensington A Bug’s 
Life 12.30pm, 2.45pm, 4.S5pm. 
7.15pm. 9.30pm Bu (worth 

6.15pm. 9.15pm Life b Beaudful 

I. 15pm, 3.45pm. 6.30pm. 9pm 
Madeline 1pm, 3pm The Parent 
Trap 12.45pm. 3.15pm Stepmom 
6pm. 8.45pm 

VIRGIN FULHAM ROAD 

(0870-907 0711) © South 

Kensington Hideous Kinky 
7.10pm. 9.20pm Jack Frost 

12noon. 2.10pm. 4.20pm. 6.30pm 
Little Voice 1 .30pm. 3.40pm, 
6.30pm. 8.40pm The Mask of 
Zorro 1.10pm. 4pm The Opposite 
of Sex 2pm. 4.20pm. 6.40pm. 
9pm Shakespeare in Love 1pm. 
3.30pm. 6. 1 0pm, 9. 1 0pm Two 
Gris and a Guy 9.40pm Vbur 
Friends and Neighbors 12.40pm. 
2.50pm. 5pm. 7.20pm. 9.30pm 

VIRGIN HAYMARKET 

(0870-907 0712) © Piccadilly 
Qrcus Bui worth 1pm. 3.30pm. 
6.10pm. B.35pm TWo Girls and a 
Guy 1 .40pm. 4pm, 6.20pm. 
8.55pm Your Friends and 
Neighbors 1.15pm. 3.45pm. 

6.1 5pm. 8.35pm 

VIRGIN TROCADERO 

(0870-907 0716) © Piccadilly 
Qrcus Antz 12.30pm, 2.35pm, 
4.45pm Enemy of the State 
X2noon. 2.50pm. 5.40pm. 8.30pm 
How Stella Got Her Groove Back 
6pm. 8.50pm Jade Frost 
1 2.10pm, 220pm. 4.30pm. 

6.40pm Living Out Loud 1pm, 
3.20pm. 6pm. 8.25pm Madeline 
12.05pm. 2.05pm. 4.05pm Pecker 
8.50pm Practical Magic 12noon, 
2.1 5pm. 4.30pm 6.50pm. 9.1 5pm 
Shakespeare in Love 12noon. 
2.40pm. 5.30pm. 8.20pm Very 
Bad Things 6.40pm. 9. 1 0pm 

WARNER VILLAGE WEST END 

(0171-437 4343) © Leicester 
Square Bulworth 1 .45pm. 
4.15pm. 6.45pm. 9.15pm Don’t 
Go Breaking My -Heart 12 noon. 
2.10pm. 4.30pm. 7pm. 9.30pm 
How Stella Got Her Groove Back 
5.50pm. 8.30pm Jack Frost 

I I . 30am. 1 .45pm, 4.05pm, 

6.30pm Living Out Loud lpm. 
3.35pm. 6pm. 8.40pm Madeleine 
1120am. 1.30pm, 3.45pm The 
Mask oF Zorro 12.30pm. 3.30pm. 
6.50pm The Opposite of Sex 
1.10pm. 3.40pm. 6.10pm. 

8.50pm A Perfect Murder 
9.10pm Practical Magic 1.30pm. 
4pm, 6.40pm. 9.20pm (+ Short: 
Eight) Rush Hour 9.40pm Very 
Bad Things 1.40pm. 4.10pm. 
6.35pm. 9pm 

Cinema 

LONDON LOCALS 

ACTON 

PARK ROYAL WARNER VILLAGE 
(0181-896 0066) © Park Royal A 
Bug’s Life 1 0am. 1 1 .20am. 

1 2. 1 0pm, 1 .30pm. 2.30pm. 

3.50pm. 4.50pm. 6.10pm. 7.10pm. 
8.30pm. 925pm Don’t Go Break- 
ing My Heart 12noon. 2.10pm. 
4.20pm. 6.30pm. 8.55pm Enemy 
or the State 7.20pm. 10pm How 
Stella Got Her Groove Back 
4.10pm. 7pm, 9.50pm Jack Frost 
10.25am. 12.40pm. 3pm. 5.20pm. 
7.40pm Little Voice 6.50pm Made- 
line 10.30am. 12.30pm, 2.40pm. 
4.40pm My Giant 11am, 1.10pm 
The Parent Trap 1 1 .50am. 2.20pm 
Practical Magic 3.20pm The Prince 
of Egypt 10am. 12noon. 2pm 
Shakespeare in Love 10.40am, 

T ,20pm. 4pm. 6.40pm. 9.35pm 
The Siege 10.10pm Star Trek: in- 
surrection 5.10pm Stepmom 6pm. 
8.40pm Very Bad Things 9.10pm 

BARNET 

ODEON (08705 050007) O High 
Barnet A Bug’s Life 12. 15pm, 
220pm. 4.50pm. 7pm, 9.05pm 
Don’t Go Breaking My Heart 
1 -I5pm. 3.45pm, 7.10pm. 9.15pm 
Little Voice 4pm. 6.45pm. fi.4Spm 
Madeline 12noon. 2pm Shake- 
speare in Love 12.45pm, 3.25pm. 
6.10pm. 8.40pm Stepmom 1pm, 
3.30pm. 6pm. 8.30pm 

BECKENHAM 

ABC (0870 9020412) BR: Becken- 
ham Junction A Bug’s Life 
12.10pm. 2.30pm. 4.50pm. 7pm. 
9.10pm Jack Frost 1.10pm. 
3.4Qpm. 6.30pm Little Voice 
8.50pm 5hakespeare In Love 2pm. 
5.40pm, 8.30pm 

BEXLEYHEATH 

ON EWORLD (0181 -303 1 550) BR: 
Bedeyheath Antz 12.05pm a Bug’s 
Life 11am. 12noon. 1.15pm. 
2.15pm. 3.30pm. 4.30pm. 5.45pm. 
6.45pm. 7.45pm. 8.45pm Don’t Go 
Breaking My Heart 3.10pm. 
5.15pm, 7.30pm. 9.3Spm Hilary 
And Jackie 2pm. 4.30pm. 7. 1 0pm. 
9.40pm Hum Aapfce Dil Mein Re- 
hte Haln 2.45pm. 8.30pm Jack 
Frost 11.30am. 1.45pm. 6.25pm 
Uttle Voice 5pm, 7.1 5pm, 9.30pm 


Madeline 1 lam. 1pm. 3pm The Par- 
ent Trap 12.30pm Practical Mag- 
ic 12.30pm. 6. 15pm The Prince Of 
Egypt ll.25am Shakespeare in 
Love 1.30pm, 4pm. 6.30pm. 
9.20pm Stepmom 1 .20pm, 
4.05pm, 6.45pm. 9.35pm Very 
Bad Things 9. 50pm The Wings Of 
The Dove 9pm 

BROMLEY 

ODEON (06705 050007) BR: 
Bromley North A Bug’s Life 
1 1.55am, 2.10pm. 4.35pm. 

6.50pm. 9.05pm Little Voice 
6.25pm. 9pm Madeline 12.1 0pm. 
2.20pm. 4.20pm The Parent Trap 
11.55am Shakespeare In Love 
1 2.25pm. 3.05pm. 5.50pm. 8.35pm 
Stepmom 3pm. 5.45pm. 8.25pm 

CATFORD 

ABC (0 1 8 1 -698 3306) BR: Catford 
A Bug’s Life 1.15pm. 3.45pm. 
6.15pm. 8.45pm The Parent Trap 
12.15pm Shakespeare in Love 
3pm. 5.40pm. 8.20pm 

CROYDON 

CLOCKTOWER (0181-253 1030) 
BR: East Croydon Life is Beauti- 
ful 3.30pm. 6pm. 8.30pm The 
Prince Of Egypt 11am 

FAIRFIELD HALLS (0181-688 
9291 ) Bit East Croydon The Prince 
of Egypt 7.45pm Star U-ek: In- 
..surrecdon phone for details , . 

SAFARI (01 81 -688 3422) BR: West 
Croydon. A Bug’s Life 12.30pm. 
2.50pm. 5.40pm. 8pm Jack Frost 
12noon. 2.15pm. 4.30pm, 7pm 
Living Out Loud 9pm Practical 
Magic 12.15pm. 2.35pm. 5.25pm. 
8.10pm 

WARNER VILLAGE (0181-680 
8090) BR: East Croydon Antz 
10.30am A Bug’s Life 11.10am. 
12.10pm. 1.20pm. 2.30pm. 

3.40pm. 4.50pm. 6.1 0pm, 7. 1 0pm, 
8.30pm. 9.30pm Don’t Go Break- 
ing My Heart 2.40pm. 4pm, 
6.20pm. 8.40pm Enemy Of the 
State 6.50pm. 9.40pm Jack Frost 
1 1 ,50am. 2.20pm. 5pm. 7.20pm Lit- 
tle Voice 6.40pm, 9.05 pm Madeline 
1 1 ,40am. 2pm. 4.20pm The Parent 
Trap 10.20am, 1.10pm Practical 
Magic 4.05pm The Prince of Egypt 
11.1 0am. 1 ,30pm Shakespeare in 
Love 12.30pm, 3.10pm, 6pm. 
8.50pm Star Trek: Insurrection 
12 noon Stepmom 3.55pm. 6.30pm. 

9. 1 5pm Very Bad Things 9.50pm 

DAGENHAM 

WARNER VILLAGE (0181-592 
2020) © Dagenham Heathway Antz 
10.35am A Bug’s Life 10.30am. 
llam. 12.40pm. 1.30pm, 3pm, 
3.40pm. 5.10pm, 6pm, 7.30pm. 
8.30pm, 9.40pm Don’t Go Breaking 
My Heart 12.30pm. 1.10pm. 

3.45pm. 6.20pm. 8.40pm Enemy 
Of the State 9pm How Stella Got 
Her Groove Back 9.20pm Jack 
Frost 12noon. 2.20pm, 4.40pm. 
7pm Little Voice 6.50pm, 9.10pm 
Madeline 10.50am. 1.20pm. 

3.50pm The Parent Trap 10.40am, 

I. 45pm. 4.30pm Practical Magic 
4pm. 6.30pm The Prince of Egypt 

I I , 30am. 2pm, 4.20pm 
Shakespeare in Love 10.45am. 
1.15pm. 4.10pm. 6.45pm, 9.30pm 
Scar Trek: Insurrection 11.20am. 

I , 40pm Stepmom 6. 1 0pm. 8.50pm 
Very Bad Things 7.20pm. 9.50pm 

EALING 

VIRGIN UXBRIDGE ROAD (0870- 
9070719) BR/© EaHng Broadway A 
Bug’s Life 1 1 ,45am, 2pm, 4.20pm. 
6.35pm. 8.50pm Madeline 

1 2.30pm. 2.30pm Shakespeare in 
Love 2.30pm. 6pm. 8.40pm Step- 
mom 5.30pm, 8.30pm 

EDGWARE 

BELLE-VUE (0181-381 2556) © 
Edgware Aa Ab Laut Chalen phone 
for times Ant* 12.50pm. 2.50pm 
A Bug’s Life 1.15pm. 3.30pm. 
5.45pm. 7.35pm Daag phone for 
times Kuch Kuril Hota Hal phone 
for times The Prince of Egypt 
1 2.45pm. 2.45pm Zakhm phone for 
times 

EDMONTON 

LEE VALLEY UCI 12 (0990- 
888990) © Tottenham Hale Antz 

I I , 45am, 2.30pm Babe: Pig in the 
City 12.30pm A Bug’s Life 
10.30am. Ham. 11.30am, 1pm, 
1.30pm. 2pm, 3.30pm. 4pm. 
4.30pm. 6pm. 6.30pm, 7pm, 
8.30pm, 9.30pm Don’t Go Brak- 
ing My Heart 4.45pm. 7.30pm, 
10pm Enemy or the State 9.20pm 
Hilary And Jackie 3.1 5pm. 6.05pm, 
8.45pm How Stella Got Her 
Groove Back 7.15pm. 9.50pm 
Hum Aapke Dll Mein Rehte Haln 
Bpm Jack Frost 11.15am. 1.45pm. 

4. 1 5pm, 7pm uttle Voice 9.40pm 
Madeline 1 0.45am. 1.20pm. 

3.50pm. 6. 1 5pm The Mask of Zor- 
ro 10.45am My Giant 10.15am, 
3.45pm The Parent Trap I2noon, 
2.45pm Practical Magic 8.50pm 
The Prince of Egypt 1 0pm 
Shakespeare In Love 12.45pm, 
3.40pm. 6.40pm. 9.05pm Star 
Trek: Insurrection 5.30pm Step- 
mom 12.15pm, 3pm, 5.40pm. 
8.20pm Very Bad Things 9.10pm 


ELEPHANT AND CASTLE 
CORONET 10171-70.1 496S| 
© Elephant Si Castle A Bug's Life 
1 30pm, 4pm. 6 30pm. B 40pm 
Don’t Go Breaking My Heart 2pm. 
4 15pm. 6.30pm. 8.55pm How 
Stella Got Her Groove Back 
3.10pm, 5.45pm. 8.20pm 

FELTHAM 

ON EWORLD THE MOVIES (0191- 
867 0555) BR. Feltham Aa Ab 
Laut Chalen 11. 45am. 3.30pm, 
7.1 5pm Antz 12.30pm. 2 30pm A 
Bug's Ufe 1 1 am. 1 2 noon. 1 . 1 5pm. 
2.1 5pm. 3.30pm, 4.30pm, 5.45pm. 
6.45pm, 7.45pm. 8.45pm Daag 
2.30pm. 9.30pm Don't Go Break- 
ing My Heart 2.15pm. 4.30pm. 
6.45pm. 9pm Enemy of the State 
6.20pm, 9pm Hilary And Jackie 
4.30pm. 7pm, 9.30pm Hum Aap- 
ke DO Mein Rehte Hain 11.15am. 
2.45pm. 6.20pm. 9.45pm Jack 
Frost 12.15pm, 2.30pm. 4.45pm, 
7pm Little Voice 4.30pm. 6.50pm, 
9pm Madeline 1 1 .50am. 1 .30pm. 
3.50pm My Giant 12.30pm. 2.15pm 
The Opposite of Sex 4.15pm. 
6.30pm. 8.45pm The Parent Trap 
11.30am. 2pm Practical Magic 
11.40am. 2pm. 4.20pm. 6.4Spm 
Shakespeare In Love 1 pm. 3.45pm. 
6.45pm. 9.30pm Shahhed-E- 
Mohabbat 11.10am. 6.15pm. 
9.45pm The Siege 9.15pm Step- 
mom 11.15am. 1.45pm. 4.30pm. 
7.10pm. 9.40pm Very Bad Things 
9.15pm 

NORTH FINCHLEY 
WARNER VILLAGE (0181-446 
9344) © East Fmchley/Finchley 
Central Antz 10.25am A Bug's Ufe 
11.30am, 12noon. 2pm, 2.50pm, 
4.30pm, 5.30pm. 7.10pm. 7.50pm. 
9.30pm. 1 0pm Don't Go Breaking 
My Heart 12.40pm. 3pm. 5.10pm, 
7.40pm. 9.50pm Enemy of the 
State 9pm Jack Frost 11am. 
1.45pm. 4.15pm. 6.45pm Little 
Voice 6.20pm Madeline 1 1 ,10am. 

I. 30pm, 4pm The Parent Trap 
1 0.1 5am. 1 . 1 0pm Practical Magic 
6.50pm. 9.20pm The Prince of 
Egypt 10.40am. 1.15pm Shake- 
speare in Love 1 2.20pm, 3. 1 0pm. 
6>pm. 9pm Scar Trek: Insurrection 
3.50pm Stepmom 4.10pm. 7pm, 
9.40pm Very Bad Things 9.10pm 

FINCHLEY ROAD 
WARNER VILLAGE (0171-604 
31 1 0) © Finchley Road A Bug's Ufe 
11am. 1.10pm. 3.30pm. 5.45pm, 
8.15pm. 10.30pm Bulworth 

7.50pm Don’t Go Breaking My 
Heart 3pm. 5.20pm, 7.40pm. 
10.15pm Enemy of the State 
1 0pm Jack Frost l2noon. 2.30pm. 
4.50pm. 7.20pm Little Voice 
7.30pm Madeline 1 1.40am. 2pm. 
4.30pm The Opposite of Sex 

II. 50am. 2.10pm. 4.40pm, 

7.10pm, 9.30pm The Parent Trap 
1 2 05pm Practical Magic 9 40pm 
The Prince of Egypt 1 1.30am, 
1.50pm Shakespeare in Love 
12.30pm. 3. 1 0pm, 6. 1 5pm. D. 10pm 
Stepmom 4.20pm. 7pm. 9.50pm 
Very Bad Things 1 0.05pm 

GOLDERS GREEN 

ABC (0181-455 1 7241 ©Gcddcts 
Green A Bug's Life 1 45pm. 
4.05pm. 6.20pm, B.35pm 

GREENWICH 

CINEMA (0181-293 0101) BR. 
Greenwich A Bug's Ufe 12nocn, 
2.20pm. 4.35pm. 6.50pm. Ppm 
Ufe b Bcautirul 4. 1 5pm. 6.45pm. 

9. 1 5pm Uttle Voice 2 . 1 5pm Made- 
line 12.05pm. 1 50pm Shakespeare 
In Love 3.50pm, 6.30pm. 9.10pm 

HAMPSTEAD 

ABC (0870-9020413) © Bdsize 
Park A Bug's Ufe 1 .40pm. 4pm. 
6.20pm, 8.40pm Jack Frost 

I. 55pm. 4.20pm. 6.40pm Uttle 
Voice 8.50pm Shakespeare in Love 
2.35pm. 5.15pm. 8.1 5pm 

HAMMERSMITH 
VIRGIN (0870-907071 S) © Ham- 
mersmith A Bug's Ufe 12noon. 
2.10pm. 4.30pm. 6.40pm, 9pm Jack 
Rost 1pm, 3pm. 6.30pm Uttle 
Voice. 8. 50pm Madeline 12.10pm. 
2.10pm, 4.10pm Shakespeare In 
Love 12.50pm, 3.40pm, 6.20pm. 

9. 10pm Stepmom 6.20pm. 9pm 

HARROW 

WARNER VILLAGE (0181-427 
9009) © Harrow on the Hill Antz 
nam A Bug's ure 10.45am. 

II. 1 0am. 1 . 1 5pm, 1 . 40pm. 

3.35pm. 4.10pm. 6pm. 6.40pm, 
8.30pm. 9.10pm Don't Go Break- 
ing My Heart 1.20pm. 3.50pm. 
6.20pm, 8.50pm Enemy Of the 
State 9pm How Stella Got Her 
Groove Back 5.40pm. 8.20pm Jack 
Frost 11,40am. 2.20pm, 4.40pm, 
7pm Uttle Voice 6.30pm Madeline 
9.35am. 11.50am. 2.10pm, 

4.30pmMy Giant 10. 20am, 
12.40pm. 3. 1 0pm The Parent Trap 
9.40am. 12.25pm Practical Magic 
7pm. 9.30pm The Prince of Egypt 
1 1 -2 0am. l .35pm Shakespeare hr 
Love 10.40am, 1.30pm, 4.10pm 
6.50pm. 9.40pm Star Trek: Insur- 
rection 4pm Stepmom 3.20nm. 
6pm. 8.40pm Very Bad Things 
9.20pm ** 
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HOLLOWAY 

QDEON (08705 050007) © Hol- 
loway Road/Archway A Bug's UFe 
12.05pm. 12.30pm, 1.05pm, 
2.20pm. 2.40pm. 3.25pm, 4.35pm, 
4.50pm. 5.45pm, 6.50pm. 8.05pm. 
9.05pm Don’t Go Breaking My 
Heart 1 2.10pm, 2.25pm, 4.40pm, 
6.55pm. 9.05pm Enemy of the 
State 8.35pm How Stella Got Her 
Groove Back 5.55pm. 8.40pm Jack 
Frost 12.!5pm, 2.20pm, 4.25pm, 
6.3Qpm Little Voice 8.55pm Made- 
line 12.10pm. 2.05pm. 4pm Shake- 
speare in Love 12.20pm, 3.05pm, 
5.50pm, 8.35pm Stepmom 

12.10pm. 2.55pm. 5.40pm, 8.25pm 

ILFORD 

ODEON (08705 050007) © Gants 
Hill A Bug's Life 1 1 ,40am. 2pm. 
4.20pm. 6.40pm. 8.50pm Don't Go 
Breaking My Heart 11.30am. 
1.50pm, 4.10pm. 6.30pm. 8.40pm 
Little Voice 1.40pm. 4pm, 6.20pm, 
8.45pm Madeline 1.20pm, 3.20pm 
The Prince of Egypt 11.35am 
Shakespeare M Love 12.10pm. 
250pm. 5.30pm. 5.10pm Stepmom 
5.30pm. 8.10pm 

KILBURN 

THE TRICYCLE (0171-328 1000) 
O Kilbum Hideous Kinky 6.30pm. 
8.45pm The Prince of Egypt 

I . 30pm. 4pm 

KINGSTON UPON THAMES 
ABC OPTIONS (0870-9020409)' 
BR: Kingston A Bug’s Life 1.20pm. 
3.40pm, 6.05pm. 8.30pm Jack 
Frost 1 ,30pm. 4pm, 6.30pm Little 
Voice 8.50pm Shakespeare In Love 
2.10pm. 5.25pm. 8.10pm 

MUSWELL HILL 

ODEON (08705 050007) © High- 
gate A Bug’s Life 12.15pm. 
2.40pm. 4.50pm. 7pm. 3.05pm 
Madeline 12.35pm. 2.25pm. 
4.15pm Shakespeare in Love 
12.55pm. 3.30pm. 6pm. 8.30pm 
Stepmom 6.05pm, 8.35pm 

PECKHAIH 

PREMIER (0181-235 3006} BR: 
Peckham Rye Antz 12.10pm A 
Bug's Life l2noon. 2.20pm, 
4.40pm. 7pm, 9.10pm Don't Go 
Breaking My Heart 3pm. 5.25pm. 
8pm Enemy of the State 9.05pm 
How Stella Got Her Groove Back 
6.20pm. 9pm Living Out Loud 
5.30pm, 7.30pm Madeline 

12.05pm. 1.50pm. 3.40pm Mulan 

I I . 50am The Parent U-ap 1 2.35pm 
Pecker 9.30pm Practical Magic 
l.3Spm. 3.35pm The Prince or 
Egypt 2pm Shakespeare in Love 
4.05pm. 6.40pm. 9.1 5pm Switch- 
blade Sisters 9.55pm 

PURJLEY 

ABC (0870-9020407) BR: Purley A 
Bug's Life 1.20pm. 3.40pm. 6pm. 
8.25pm How Stella Got Her Groove 
Back 8.35pm Jack Frost 1.55pm. 
4.10pm. 6.20pm Shakespeare In 
Love 2.10pm. 5.10pm. 8.10pm 

PUTNEY 

ABC (0870 9020401] © Putney 
Bridge/BR: Putney A Bug's Life 
1 2.45pm. 3.05pm, 5.45pm. 8.15pm 
Jack Frost 1.15pm, 4pm, '6.30pm 
Little 1/bice 8.45pm Shakespeare 
in Love 2.15pm. 5.30pm. 8.15pm 

RICHMOND 


ODEON (08705 050007) BR/© 
Richmond A Bug’s Life 12.10pm. 
2.30pm. 4.50pm. 7.10pm, 9.30pm 


little Tfolce 2pm. 4.20pm, 6.50pm. 
9.20pm Shakespeare in Love 
1 2.30pm, 3.20pm. 6.30pm. 9.1 0pm 

ODEON STUDIO (08705 050007) 
BR/©- Richmond Don't Go Break- 
ing My Heart 1 .30pm. 4pm, 7pm, 
9.20pm Hilary And Jackie 6.30pm, 
9.10pm Made&ie 12.30pm. 2.50pm 
The Prince of Egypt 2.10pm. 
4.20pm Stepmom 2.10pm. 6pm, 
8.50pm Your Friends And Neigh- 
bors 5pm, 7.25pm, 9.45pm 

ROMFORD 

ABC (0870-9020419) BR: Romford 
A Bug's life 1 ,40pm. 4pm, 6.1 ppm, 
8.30pm Bulworth 8.45pm Don't Go 
Breaking My Heart 2pm, 4.20pm. 
6.35pm, 8.40pm Jack Frost 
1.55pm, 4.15pm. 6.30pm 

ODEON LIBERTY 1 (0B705 
050007) BR: Romford Antz 
12.10pm A Bug’s Life 11.15am. 
1 2 noon. 1 ,30pm. 2.20pm, 3.45pm. 
4.45pm, 6pm. 7pm. 8.30pm. 9pm 
Don't Go Breaking My Heart 

I . 50pm. 4.1 5pm. 6.50pm, 9.05pm 
Dr Dolittle !0.l5am Jack Frost 
1 2noon. 2.10pm. 4.30pm. 6.50pm 
Little Voice 6.40pm. 8.45pm Made- 
line 12.30pm. 2.50pm. 4.55pm. 
7pm Mulan 10.15am The Parent 
Trap 1.30pm 4.15pm Practical 
Magic 8.55pm The Prince of Egypt 

II. 30am Shakespeare In Love 
12.45pm, 3.20pm. 5.50pm. 8.40pm 
Small Soldiers 10.1 5am Stepmom 
12.15pm. 3pm. 5.40pm, 8.20pm 
Very Bad Things 9pm 

SIDCUP 

ABC (0541-555131) BR: Sidcup A 
Bug's Life 1.15pm, 3.45pm. 
6.1 5pm. 8.45pm The Parent Trap 
12.15pm 5hakespeare In Love 
3pm. 5.40pm. 8.20pm 

STAPLES CORNER 

VIRGIN (0870-9070717) BR: Crfck- 
tewood A Bug's Ufc 1 2noon. 1 pm. 
2.20pm. 3.30pm, 4.40pm. 6pm. 
7pm. 8.30pm Don't Go Breaking 
My Heart 1.1 5pm, 3.45pm. 
6.15pm. 8.40pm Enemy of the 
State 9. 1 5pm How Stella Got Her 
Groove Back 9.15pm Jack Frost 

I. 30pm. 4pm. 6.40pm Madeline 
12noon, 2.05pm. 4.15pm Shake- 
speare In Love 12.30pm, 3.10pm. 
5.50pm. B.50pm Stepmom 
6.20pm, 9.15pm 

STREATHAM 

ABC (0870-9020415) BR: 
Streatham Hill Don't Go Breaking 
My Heart 2.15pm. 4.30pm. 
6.50pm. 9pm Jack Frost 2.10pm, 
4.25pm. 6.40pm Living Out Loud 
8.55pm Shakespeare In Love 
2.25pm. 5.35pm. 8.25pm 

ODEON (08705 050007) BR: 
Streatham Hill'©' Brixcon/Qapham 
Common Aa Ab Laut Chalen 
7.20pm A Bug’s Life 12.10pm. 
2.30pm. 4.50pm, 7pm, 9pm Ene- 
my of the State 5.45pm 8.25pm 
How Stella Got Her Groove Back 
5.45pm. 8.25pm Kuch Kuch Hoca 
Hai 3.40pm Madeline 12.10pm, 
2pm. 3.50pm The Parent Trap 
12.40pm. 3.15pm The Prince of 
Egypt 130pm Stepmom 12.20pm, 
3pm, 5.40pm. 8.20pm 

STRATFORD 

NEW STRATFORD PICTURE 
HOUSE (0181-555 3366) BR/© 
Stratford East A Bug's Life 

II. 45am, 2pm, 4.15pm, 6.40pm. 
9.10pm How Stella Got Her 
Groove Back 6pm. 8.40pm Made- 
line 12.15pm. 2.25pm. 4.30pm 
The Parent "frap t2.B0pm. 3.15pm 
Shakespeare In Love 6.20pm, 
8.50pm Stepmom 6.30pm. 9pm 

SURREY QUAYS 
ua (0990 888990) © Surrey 
Quays Antz 12.30pm. 3.10pm. 
5.20pm A Bug’s life 10.30am. 
11.30am, 1pm, 2pm 3.30pm, 
4.30pm. 6pm. 7pm. 8.30pm, 
9.30pm Don’t Go Breaking My 
Heart 4.45pm, 7.10pm, 9.40pm En- 
emy of The State 9,10pm 
Hideous Kinky 7.30pm. lOpm 


How Stella Got Her Groove Back 
8.40pm Jack Frost 11.15am, 
1.45pm, 4.15pm. 6.45pm Little 
Voice 4.10pm. 6.45pm Madeline 
I Tam. 130pm. 3.50pm. 6.15pm 
The Opposite of Sex 9pm The Par- 
ent TYap 10.45am. 1.30pm The 
Prince of Egypt II. 45am. 2.10pm 
Shakespeare In Love 12.45pm, 
330pm. 6.30pm. 9.30pm Stepmom 
T2noon. 2.50pm, 5.45pm, 8.50pm 

- SUTTON 

UQ 6 (0990-888990) BR: Sut- 
ton/© Morden Antz 11.15am. 

I. 30pm A Bug’s Life 10.30am. 

II. 30am, 1pm, 2pm, 3.30pm. 
4.30pm. 6pm. 7pm Enemy of the 
State 9.30pm Hilary And Jackie 
3.1 5pm, 6.1 5pm. 9pm Little Voice 
7.15pm, 9.50pm Madeline ITam. 
1.15pm. 4.10pm The Ferenc Trap 
10.45am The Prince of Egypt 
10.15am Shakespeare in Love 
12.45pm, 3.50pm, 630pm, 930pm 
Stepmom 6.45pm. 9.45pm 

TURNPIKE LANE 
CORONET (0181-888 2519) 

© Turnpike Lane A Bug's Life 
1.30pm. 4pm. 6.30pm, 8.40pm 
Don't Go Breaking My Heart 
4.45pm. 6.45pm, 8.T5pmMade!me 
1.15pm. 3pm Shakespeare hi Love 
1 .05pm, 3.30pm, 6pm, 830pm 

UXBRIDGE 

ODEON (08705 050007) ©Uxbridge 
A Bug's Life 11 35am, 2pm, 4.30pm. 
7pm. 9.1 5pm Shakespeare in Love 
1.10pm, 3.30pm, 6.10pm. 8.40pm 
Small Soldiers 1 0.55am 

WALTHAMSTOW 

ABC (0870-9020424) ©Waltham- 
stow Central A Bug's Life 1 .40pm. 
4pm. 6.20pm, 8.35pm Bulworth 
8.20pm Don't Go Breaking My 
Heart 135pm. 3.55pm. 6.05pm, 
8.40pm Jack Frost 1.25pm. 
3.55pm. 6.05pm 

WALTON ON THAMES 
THE SCREEN AT WALTON (01932- 
252825) BR: Walton on Thames A 
Bug’s UFe 2pm. 4.05pm. 6.55pm. 
9pm Madeline 2.20pm. 4.20pm 
Shakespeare In Love 6.15pm. 
8.40pm 

WELL HALL 

CORONET (0181-850 3351} BR: 
Eltham A Bug's Lire 1 ,30pm, 4pm, 
6.30pm. 8.40pm Buhworfo 8.55pm 
Jack Frost 2pm, 4.30pm. 6.45pm 

WILLESDEN 

BELLE -VUE (0181-830 0822) 
© Willesden Green Bollywood Film 
phone for times A Bug’s Ufe 2pm, 
4.15pm. 6.30pm. 9.15pm 

WIMBLEDON 

ODEON (08705 050007) BR/© 
Wimbledon A Bug’s Ufe 1 1 ,20am, 

1 .45pm, 4.10pm, 6.30pm. 8.50pm 
Don't Go Breaking My Heart 
2.05pm, 4.20pm, 6.35pm. 8.50pm 
Uttle Voice 6.30pm, 8.50pm 
Madeline 1 2 noon. 2.10pm. 4.25pm 
The Parent TVap 1 1 .30pm Shake- 
speare in Love 1 2.10pm. 2.55pm, 
5.35pm. 830pm Star Trek: Insur- 
rection 12.25pm Stepmom 
2.40pm. 5.35pm, 8.25pm 

WOOTOSODTl 

ABC (0181-989 3463) © South 
Woodford A Bug’s Ufe 1.10pm. 
3.40pm, 6.20pm, 8.40pm Jack 
Frost 2pm. 4.20pm, 6.30pm Uttle 
Voice 8.45pm Shakespeare In Love 
2.45pm. 5.30pm. 8.10pm 

WOOLWICH 

CORONET (0181-854 5043) BR: 
Woolwich Arsenal A Bug’s Life 
1.30pm, 4pm, 6.30pm. 8.40pm 
Madeline 2pm. 3.50pm Stepmom 
5.30pm, 8.20pm 


CINEMA 

REPERTORY 


LONDON 

ONE LUMIERE Queensberry Race. 
SW7 (01 71 -838 2 1 44/2146) Trob 
Vies et une Seule Mort (NC) 
8.45pm 

ICA The MaU. SW1 (0171-930 3647) 
Not lAbtchbig Paint Dry. Rim and 
Art Technique (NC) 5pm Animate!: 
Channel 4/Arts Council Collabora- 
tion Highlights (NC) 630pm Figures 
in a Landscape: Shorts (NC) 9pm 

THE LUX Horton Square. N1 (0171- 
684 0201) Rio at the Lux: live 
Flesh (1 8) 7pm + Ha mam: The Turk- 
ish Bath B.50pm 

NFT South Bank, SE1 (0171-928 
3232) Homeward Bound: The In- 
credible Journey (U) 2.30pm The 
Barbarian: Novarro (NC) 6.15pm 
Passport to Pimlico (U) 6.30pm 
They Survive on 9.5: Museum 
Special Event (NC) 7.30pm Five 
with Les Six: Friday Favourite: 
Shorts (NC) 8.20pm In a Year 
of 13 Moons: Fassbinder (NC) 
8.30pm 

PHOENIX High ROad. N2 (01 81 -444 
6789) The Prince of Egypt (U) 2pm 
Hideous Kinky (15) 4.15pm. 
6.30pm. 8.45pm 

PRINCE CHARLES Leicester Place. 
WC2 (0171-437 8181) The English 
Pa dent (15) 1pm Angels with Dirty 
Faces (NC) 4.15pm Fear and 
Loathing fti Las Vegas (18) 6.30pm 
Blade (18) 9.10pm 

RIVERSIDE STUDIOS Crisp Road 
W6 (01 71 -420 01 00) Drowning by 
Numbers (18) 6.30pm + Prospero's 
Books 8.50pm 

WATERMANS ARTS CENTRE High 
Street. Brentford. Middlesex (0181- 
568 1 1 76) The Prince of Egypt (U) 
1.30pm. 4.45pm Hilary and Jadc- 
le (15) 6.45pm. 9pm 

BRIGHTON 

DUKE OF YORK’S (01273-602503) 
Hideous Kinky (1 S) 1 .45pm Hilary 
and Jackie (15) 4pm. 8.45pm Vic- , 
tory (1 5) 6. 1 5pm The Add House 
(18) 8.30pm 


Theatre 

WEST END 

Ticket availability details are for to- 
day; times and prices for the week; 
running times indude intervals. Q 
— Seats at all prices I — Seats at 
some prices O— Returns only Mati- 
nees — P ]: Sun. [3|: Tue, J4]: Wed. 
(5): Thur. [6J: Fri. (7|: Sat 

• ALARMS AND EXCURSIONS 

Michael Frayn's new comedy about 
a dinner party which is interrupted 
by mysterious messages stars Fe- 
licity Kendal and Josie Lawrence. 
Gielgud Shaftesbury Avenue. Wi 
(0171 -494 5065) © Picc Clrc. Mon- 
Sat 7.45pm. (5J(7J 3pm. ends 6 Mar. 
£1 9.50- £27.50, £1 2.50-El 730 (re- 
stricted views). 1 30 mins. 

» AMADEUS David Sachet stars as 
Salieri in Peter Shaffer’s acclaimed 
drama. Old Vic The Cut, SE1 (0171- 
928 761 6/cc420 0000) SR/© Wa- 
terloo. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. [4] |7] 
2.30pm, E7.50-E30. 180 mins. 

• ANNIE Rags tc riches stay of the 
optimistic orphan. Victoria Palace 
Victoria Street. SW1 (0171-834 
1317) BR/© Victoria. fre-Sat 
7.30pm. [4JJ7J 2.30pm. (1J 4pm, 
ends 28 Feb. E12.50-E32.50. 165 


I ART Tom Mannkn, Danny Webb, 
Gary Olsen in Yhamfaa Reza's com- 
edy about art and friendship. Wyn- 
dham's Charing Cross Road. WC2 
(0171-369 1736/cc 867 1111) 
© Letc Sq. Tue -5a t 8pm. (4| 3pm. 
17)11] 5pm, £9.50- £27.50. 90 mins. 

> BEAUTY AND THE BEAST Lav- 


BRISTOL 

WATERSHED 


(0117-925 3845) 


Hideous Kinky (15) 6pm HBary and 
Jackie (15) 6.05pm. 8.35pm Peck- 
er (18) 8.25pm 

CAMBRIDGE 

ARTS (01 223-504444) The Double 
Ufeof lfcronique(T5) 12.30pm Hi- 
lary and Jackie (1 5) 2.45pm. 5pm. 
9.20pm Hideous Kinky (15) 7.10pm 

CARDIFF 

CHAPTER ARTS CENTRE (01 222- 
399666) Ybur Friends and Neigh- 
bors (18) 2.30pm, 8pm Pecker (1 8) 
7.30pm 

CHICHESTER 

NEW RARK FILM CENTRE (01243- 
786650) The Parent Thip (PG) 
1 .45pm The Prince of Egypt (U) 
4.30pm 

IPSWICH 

RLM THEATRE (01473-21 5544) The 
Prince of Egypt (U) 2. 30pm Dober- 
mann (18) 6pm. 8.75pm The Op- 
posite of 5ex (1 8) 6.1 5pm. 8.30pm 

NORWICH 

CINEMA CITY (01603-622047) 
Antz (PG) 2.30pm The Disap- 
pearance of finbar (15) 2.30pm 
Mandragora (NC) 8.15pm 


cartoon version of the favourite fairy- 
tale. Dominion Tottenham Court 
Road. WI (0171-656 1888) ©Tott 
Ct Rd. Mon-Sat 7.30pm, 141(7] 

' 2.30pm. £18. 50- £35. 150 mins. 

• BLOOD BROTHERS Willy Rus- 
i sell’s long-running Liverpool musi- 
cal melodrama about twins who are 
separated at birth. Phoenix Charing 
Cross Road. WC2 (01 71 -369 1 733) 
© Leic Sq/Tott Ct Rd. Mon-Sat 
7.45pm. [5] 3pm. [7J 4pm. £11.50- 

; £32.50. 165 mins. 

I BUDDY Musical biog-show trac- 
ing the brief life of Buddy Holly 
Strand Aldwych. WC2 (0171-930 
8800] © Coven [ Garden/Charing X. 
Tue-Thu 8pm, Frl5.30pm ft 8.30pm. 
Sat 5pm & 8.30pm, mats [1 ] 4pm. 
£10-E30. half price Friday madnees. 
160 mins. 

• CATS Uoyd Webber’s musical ver- 
sion of TS Eliot's poems. New Lon- 
don Parker Street. WC2 (0171 -405 
0072/cc 404 4079) ©Covent Gar- 
den/Ho I bom. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. 
[31(7] 3pm. £10.50- £35. 165 mins. 

I CHICAGO Maria Friedman and 
Peter Davison star in this hit Broad- 
way musical about two murderous 
women and their nightclub acLAdel- 
phi Maiden Lane, WC2 (0171-344 
0055) © Charing X. Mon-Sat 8pm. 
]4H71 3pm. E16-E36 (inc booking 
fee). 1 30 mins. 

#THE COMPLETE WORKS OF 
WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE 
(ABRU3GED) Reduced Shakespeare 
Company fast-forward through 37 
plays. Criterion Piccadilly Circus, WI 
(01 71-369 1 747) ©Picc Ore Wed- 
Sat 8pm. [5] 3pm. [71 5pm, [1 j 4pm. 
E10-E25. 120 mins. 

I COPENHAGEN New drama from 
Michael Frayn about the discovery 
of the atom. Duchess Catherine 
Street. WC2 (0171-494 50754X 344 
4444) © Covent Garden. Mon-Sat 
7 -30pm, I5](71 2.30pm, E10-E30. 
145 mins. 

• DEFENDING THE CAVEMAN 

Mark Uttle stars in this witty and 
wise oomerfy about the sexes. Apol- 
lo Shaftesbury Avenue. WI (0171- 
494 5070) © Rcc Grc. Tonight 7pm. 
E10-E25, cones available. 

I DR DOLITTLE Phillip Schofield 
talks to the animals in this new 
stage adaptation featuring Jim Hen- 
son Puppets. London Apollo Ham- 
mersmith Queer Caroline Street, W6 
(0171-416 6022) © Hammersmith. 
Tue-Sat 7.30pm. [4J[7I 2.30pm. 
E12.50-E32.50. 150 mins. 

• FI LU MENA Judi Dench and 
Michael Pennington star in Timber- 
lake Wer ten baker’s new translation 
of Eduardo de Filippo's play. Pic- 
cadilly Denman Street. WI (0171- 
369 1734) © Picc Ore. In rep. 
tonight 8pm. ends 27 Feb. £1 2-E30. 
120 mins. 

• GREASE Energetic stage version 
of the hit film. Cambridge Earl ham 
Street. WC2 (0171-494 5080) 

© Coven t Garden. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. 
(4H7) 3pm, E10-E32.50. 150 mins. 

• AN IDEAL HUSBAND Christo- 
pher Cazenove and Susannah York 
m Peter Hall's acclaimed production 
of Wilde’s comedy. Lyric Shaftesbury 
Avenue. WI (0171-494 5045) 

© Picc Ore. Mon-Sat 7.45pm, (4) 
3pm. (7J 4pm. E7.50-E29.50. 
165 mins. 

# MI INSPECTOR CALLS Stephen 
Dal dry’s widely-acclaimed produc- 
tion of JB Priestley’s thriller. Garrick 
Channg Cross Road. WC2 (0171-494 
5085) © Leic Sq. Mon-Fri 7.45pm, 
Sat 8.15pm. (4) 2.30pm. (7) 5pm, 
E12-E29.50. 110 mins. 

1 UTTLE MALCOLM AND HtS 
STRUGGLE AGAINST THE EU- 
NUCHS Ewan McGregor stars as the 
revolutionary activist in David Halli- 
welTs drama. Comedy Ramon Street. 
SW 1 (0171 -369 1731) 

© Picc Grc/Leic Sq. Mon-Sat 8pm. 
(5) (71 3pm. ends 13 Mar. 
E7-E27.50. 

» THE MEMORY OF WATER Al- 
ison Steadman and Julia Sawalha 
star in this touching comedy about 
three sisters returning home for 
their mother's funeraL Vaudeville 
Strand. WC2 (0171-836 9987] 
BR/© Charing X. Mon-Sat 8pm, 
(5)17) 3pm. E8-E27.50. 

# LES M1SERABLES Musical 
dramatisation of Victor Hugo's mas- 
terpiece. Palace Shaftesbury Avenue. 

WI (0171-434 0909) © Picc Grc. 
Mon-Sat 7.30pm. (5JJ71 2.30pm. 
£7-£35. 195 mins. 

• MISS SAIGON M uses! which re- 
sets the Madam Butterfly tragedy to 
Vietnam- Theatre Royal. Drury 
Lane Catherine Street, WC2 (01 71 - 
494 5060) ©Covent Garden. Mon- 
Sat 7.45pm. (4J(71 3pm. E8.50-E35. 
165 mins. 

» AMERICAN IMPORTS: MOR- 1 
PH1C RESONANCE A spiky cte>ic 

tkaofthirtrsonwthhigs as part of the 
American Imports season. Donmar 1 
Warehouse Eariham Street, WC2 
(0171-3691 732) ©Cbvent Garden. 1 
Tonight 8pm, E8-E1 5. mats £8. 

I THE MOUSETRAP Agatha 
Christie’s whodunnit 5t Martin's 
West Street, WC2 (0171-836 1443) 

© Leic Sq. Mon-Sat 8pm. (3( 
2.45pm. |7J 5pm. E10-E24.50. ! 

1 35 mins. t 


• OKLAHOMA! Maureen Tipman 
stars in the National's acclaimed pro- 
duction of Rodgers and Hamtner- 
steitfs cowboy v farmhand musical. 
Lyceum Wellington Street. WC2 
(0870-606 3446/cc 606 6446} 
© Charing X/Embankment. Mon-Sat 
7.30pm, [4|[7{ 2.30pm, ends 26 
June, E10-E35. 

O THE PHANTOM OF THE 
OPERA Andrew Lloyd Webber’s 
Gothic musical. Her Majesty's Hay- 
market. SW1 (01 71 -494 5400/cc 
344 4444) © Picc Ore. Mon-Sat 
7.45pm. 141(7] 3pm. £l0-£35. 150 
mins. 

• RENT Musical inspired InLaBo- 
heme and set in modem day New 
York. Shaftesbury Shaftesbury Av- 
enue. WC2 (07000-21 1221)© HO>- 
bonvTott Ct Rd. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. 
(4]|7] 3pm. £12. 50- £32. 50. 160 
mins. 

• RICHARD m Robert Lindsay 
stars as the historical villain Savoy 
Strand. WC2 (0171-836 8888/cc 
836 0479) © Charing X/Embank- 
ment. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. [7] 2.30pm, 
£10- £27.50. 

ROYAL NATIONAL THEATRE 

• OUVtER: Peter F^n Stephen Olivi- 
er's music accompanies the tale of 
the Boy Who Would Not Grow Up, 
with Michael Bryant as the Story- 
teflec In rep. today 2pm & 7.1 5pm. 
ends 20 Feb. 

WUTTTHJON: The Forest Alan Ay- 
ckbourn's new version of Ostrovsky's 
black social satire stars Frances de 
la Tbuc in rep. tonight 7.30pm. 

• COTTESLOE: Guiding Star 
Jonathan Harvey’s new play gives a 
tender account of the fife of Hills- 
borough disaster survivoc In rep, to- 
day 2.30pm 6 7.30pm. ends 5 Apr. 

1 50 mins. Olivier & Lyttelton: £8- 
£27. Cottesloe: £1 2-El 8. Day seats 
from 10am. South Bank. SET (0171- 
452 3000). BR/© Waterloo. 

ROYAL SHAKESPEARE COMPANY 

• THE BARBICAN: The Merchant 
Of Venke RSC production of Shake- 
speare's drama about love and mon- 
ey. In rep. tonight 7.1 5pm. ends 9 
Me 180 mins. Barbican Theatre: £5- 
£27. Barbican Centre. EC2 (0171- 
638 8891 }. © Barbican. 

I SATURDAY NIGHT FEVER Hit 

1970s musical featuring legendary 


First Call, last Call 


Adam Garda. London Palladium 
Argyll Street. WI (0171-494 5020) 
©Oxford Orcus. Mon-Sat 7.30pm, 
[4|[7( 2.30pm. E10-E32.50. 
1 35 mins. 

•SHOCKHEADED PETER BriDhmt 

S : opera, featuring the Tiger Lfl- 
Lyric Hammersm i th King Street. 
W6 (0181-741 2311) © Hammer- 
smith. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. ]7[ 2.30pm. 
ends Apr 10. £5-£1S. 

# STARLIGHT EXPRESS Andrew 
IJoyd Webber’s hi-tech roller-musi- 
cal Apollo Victoria Wilton Road. 
SW1 (0171-416 6070) BR/© Vic- 
toria. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. ]3|[7] 3pm. 
£1 2.50-E30. 150 mins. 

OTHE STREET OF CROCODILES 

Bruno Schultz’s short stories provide 
the inspiration for Theatre de Com- 
pli rite's acclaimed and absurdist 
drama. Queen’s Theatre Shaftesbury 
Avenue. WI (01 71-494 5040/cc 344 
4444) © Pkx Ore Tue-Sat 8pm. |7] 
3pm, (1 J 5pm. ends 20 Feb. £6-£25. 

V TOAST Richard Wilson directs 
Richard Bean’s new drama set in a 
Hull bakery Royal Court Upstairs 
(at The Ambassadors) West Street. 
WC2 (01 71-565 5000) © Leic 5q. 
Mon-Sat 7pm, [7] 4pm, ends 6 Mar. 
£10. cones £5. 

• VASSA Howard Davies directs 
a new stage version of Maxim 
Gorky's tale of a matriarch and her 
downtrodden family. Albery St Mar- 
tin's Lane. WC2 (0171-369 1730) 
© Leic Sq. Mon-Sat 7.30pm, (SJ(7] 
3pm. ends 27 Mar, £5-£29.50. 

t THE INEIR Conor McPherson's 
drama is set in Ireland and examines 
ideas of ghosts and angels. Royal 
Court Downstairs (at the Duke Of 
York’s) St Martin's Lane. WC2 
(0171 -565 5000) © Leic Sq/Char- 
Ing X. Mon-Sat 7.30pm, [4J[7J 
3.30pm, £5- £2 5. 90 mins. 

• WEST SIDE STORY Brand new 
production of Bernstein's classic 
musical, attempting to recreate the 
feel of the original Broadway hit 
Prmce of Whies Coventry Street. WI 
(0171-839 5987) © Leic Sq/Picc 
Ore. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. 151 17] 3pm. 
E18.50-E35. 160 mins. 

O WHISTLE DOWN THE WIND 

Lloyd Webber’s new musical based 
cm the film of the same name. Ald- 
wych Aldwych. WC2 (0171-416 
6000/cc 836 2428) © Hdbom. 
Mon-Sat 7.45pm, (5117) 3pm, £10- 
£32.50. 120 mins. 

• THE WOMAN IN BLACK Su- 
san Hill's chilling ghost stcay. Fortune 
Russell Street. WC2 (0171-836 
2238/cc 344 4444) ©Covent Gar- 
den/Hoibom. Mon-Sat 8pm, |3] 
3pm. 17) 4pm. E8.50-E23.50. 
110 mins. 


First Call 

SHAKESPEARE ON SCREEN is usually best left alone. 
How many of you found it necessary to alt through the 
entire four and a half hours of Kenneth Branagh's 
Hamlet! There are outstanc&geaoqidcRis-Ifoi McKellen’s 
Richard IB and Romeo + Jvliet by Baz Luhrmann but 
Shakespeare in Love notwithstanding, the Bard is best 
on stage. Which brings us to Rufus Sewell (right). Best 
known for looming out of the screen at a cinema near 
you, heU soon be using his considerable stage experience 
to maximum effect in a new production of Macbeth. 
Queen's Theatre, Shaftesbury Avenue, London Wl 
(0171-434 5040) opens 3 Mar 

Last Call 

JONATHAN RICHMAN will be singing about unusual 
subjects sud* as “I Was Dancing inthe Lesbian Bar”, when 
he plays a few dates at the Jazz Cafe this week. The 
maverick singer/songwriter was last seen dressed as a 
minstrel in die Hollywood farce. There’s Something 
About Mary. Now back to doing what he does best, 
Richman is promoting Pm So Confused, bis 14th solo 
alhum- Known to be fond of ad-lib, these live shows 
promise to be as full of surprises as bis song titles. 

Jazz Cafe, London NW1 ( 0171-916 6060) tonight to Id Feb 



DARTFOR D 

ORCHARD THEATRE Pirates of 
Penzance Paul Nicholas stars in this 
swash-buckling reworking of the 
Gilbert and Sullivan classic. Tue-Sa c 
7.45pm, mat Wed 2pm. ends 20 
Feb. £1 6.50-£24.50, cones available 
Home Gardens (01322-220000) 

EYE 

EYE THEATRE Affairs in a Tent Ay- ' 
cJtbourn romp jnvolvmgan alcoholic 
headmaster; his neurotic wife, their , 
cleaner and a randy caretaker. Tue- 1 
Sat 8pm, mat Sat 4pm. ends 27 Feb. 
£535-£1 0.95. cones available Broad 
Street (01379-870519) 

GUILDFORD 

MILL STUDIO, YVONNE ARNAUD ! 
THEATRE What Maisie Knew Adap- 
tation of Henry James's novel abo Lit 
an 1880s tugof-krre battle. 1 7-20 
Feb. 8pm. £9. cones available Mill- 
brook (01483-440000) 

YVONNE ARNAUD THEATRE deo. 
Camping, Bnmanuelte and Dick 
Hsiy Johnson's new play looks at foe 
Carry On actors. Tue-Thur 7.45pm, ; 
Fri & Sat 8pm. mac Thur 2 30pm. 
ends 20 Feb. £10- £2 1.50. cones 
available Millbroofc (01 483-440000) 

MALVERN 

MALVERN FESTIVAL THEATRE 
Joseph and the Amazing Techni- 
color Dreamcoat Tim Rice and An- 
drew Upyd Webber’s musical version 
of foe Bal e story Mon-Thur 2.30pm 
& 7.30pm, Fri-Sat. 5pm & 8pm, ends 
20 Feb. £1 4-£2 l .50. cones available 
Grange Road (01684-892277) 

NEWBURY 

WATERMILL THEATRE More Thlk- j 
ing Heads Janet Brown, Patricia : 
England and Sophie Lawrence bring j 
Alan Bennett’s superb monologues 
to life. lue-Sat 7.30pm. mats Thur 
& Sat 2.30pm. ends T 3 Mar. 66- 
El 6.50 Bagnor (01635-46044) 

NORTHAMPTON 
ROYAL THEATRE Dombey and 
Son Michael Napier Brawn’s adap- 
tation of Dickens' novel Mon-Sat 
7.30pm. mats Thur 2.30pm. Sat 
5pm. ends 6 Mar. £4-£ 1 4.50 Guild- 
hall Road (01604-632 533) 

OXFORD 

PLAYHOUSE THEATRE Proposals 
Ned Simon's comedy about an ex- 
tended family reunion. Tue-Sat 
7.30pm, mat Thur 2.30pm. ends 20 
Feb. £8-£19.50. cones available 
Beaumont Street (01865-798600) 

PEGASUS THEATRE Sell Out Fran- 
tic Assembly’s latest multi-media 
performance. Tonight 8pm. £6. cones 
£4 Magdalen Road (01865-722851) 

POOLE 

POOLE ARTS CENTRE The Com- 
plete Works of William Shake- 
speare (Abridged) Reduced 
Shakespeare Company fast-forwards 
through 37 plays. 15-18 Feb. 
7.45pm, mat today 2.30pm. £7.50- 
£11.50 Klngland Road (01202- 
685222) 

READING 

THE MILL AT SONNNG Two Dozen 
Red Roses Comic lave story set in 
romantic Rome. Tue-Sat 8.15pm. 
mat Sat 2.15pm. ends 20 Feb. 
E21.95-E32.95 Including dinner 
Sonning Eye (01 18-969 8000) 

S OUTHA MPTON 
NUFH&D THEATRE Earth and Sky 
Thriller about a librarian who thinks 
she knows her boyfriend well - until 


Exhibitions Classical 


Theatre 

BEYOND THE WEST END 

ALMEIDA THEA1RE Ortain Ybupg 
Men Peter Gill's comedy of con- 
temporary manners looks at the 
sexuality and the modern man. Mon- 
Sat 7.30pm. mat Sat 3pm. ends 20 
Feb. E9.50-E 19.50. cones avail- 
able. Almeida 5treet, N1 (01 71 -359 
4404] ©Angel. 

KING’S HEAD, ISLINGTON Jack- 
son Ward Dark comedy about retired 
surgeons. Tue-Sun 1pm, ends 7 Mar. 
£5. cones £4. 

The Vagina Monologues Eve Efasler 
performs her own ari aimed off- 
BroadwayhiL Tue-Sat 8pm. macs Sac 
& Sun 330pm. ends 6 Mar. £1 2-£1 3. 
Upper Street. N1 (0171-226 1916} 
© Angel/Hlghbury fi Islington. 

TRICYCLE THEATRE -And the 
Brother; Tbo Earn on Morrissey in a 
piece based aa Harm O’Brien’s writ- 
ing, Mon-Fri 8pm. Sat 8.1 5pcn, mats 
Sat 4.15pm. ends 27 Feb. £S-£13, 
cones avaBable. Kilbum High Road. 
NW6 (01 71-328 1000) ©KIKXirn. 


Theatre 

Countrywide 


BRECON 

THEATR BRYCHE3NIOG Talking 
Heads Three female monologues 
from Alan Bennett. Tonight 7.30pm. 
E7.50-E8.50. cones E5.50-E&5Q 
Canal Wharf (01874-61 1 622) 

BRISTOL 

THEATRE ROYAL Blues Brother 
Soul Sisters Ruby Turner stars fa 
fois feelgood soul musical. Mon- 
Wed 7.30pm. Thur-Fri. 8pm. Sat 
9pm. mats Thur 2,30pm, Sat 5pm. 
ends 6 Mar. £3-£19. cones available 


is revealed. Sam Janus stare. Mon- 
Thur 7.30pm. Fri-Sat 8pm, cards 27 
Feb. E5.95-E1 2.50. cones available 
University Road (01703-671771) 

STRATFORD-UPON-AVON 
ROYAL SHAKESPEARE THEATRE 
The Lion, the Witch and the 
Wardrobe Adrian Noble directs I 
Ariri^ MitrhiUI ^ arian Vtotinri 
Lewis Narnia classic. 16-18 Feb. 
7.1Spm. ends 27 Feb. £5- £30 Wa- 
terside (01789-295623) 

SWAN THEATRE Trail us and Cres- 
skla Shakespeare's depiction of the 
human spirit undermined by bloody 
warfare. Tonight 7.30pm, mat 18 
Feb. 1 .30pm. ends 20 Feb. £5-£30 
Waterside (01789-295623) 

WYVERN THEATRE On the Razzle 
Tom Stoppard's farce is set fa 1850s 
Vienna. Tonight 7.30pm. £8.50- 
£10.50. cones available Theatre 
Square (01 793-524481 ) 

WESTCLIFF-ON-SEA 
CLIFFS PAVTUON Gills’ Night Out 
In Ibiza Lads and lasses in a steam- 
ing frenzy Ibiza style. 15-18 Feb, 
8pm. 19 fir 20 Feb, 6pm & 9pm. 
£8.50-£1 6.50 Station Road (01 702- 
351135) 

PALACE THEATRE CENTRE 
Women on the Verge of HRT Two 
fortysomething women discuss their 
situation in life. Mon-Sa 1 8pm , ends 
20 Feb. E5.50-E1 4.50. cones avail- 
able London Road (01702-342564) 

WOKING 

NEW VICTORIA THEATRE Boogfe 
Nights Shane Richie stars fa a new 
1970s musical. 1 5-1 8 Feb. 8 pm. 1 9 
Ffeb. 5.30pm & 8.30pm. 20 Feb. 
5pm $ 8pm. £7-£ 18.50 Peacocks 
Arts & Entertainments Centre 
(01483-761144) 

YEOVIL 

OCTAGON THEATRE South Pacif- 
ic Rodgers and Hammerateln'S hit 
musical about kwe and war on a lush 
tropical island, 1 6-20 Feb. 7.30pm. 

£ 1 2.50-El 7.50. cones available 
H end ford (01935-422884) 


BRUTON 

BRUTON GALLERY Forming the 
HgureltKJudngTOtebyRodmand 
Henry Moore. Mon-Fri 1 0am -1pm & 
2pm-5pm, ends 20 Mar. free. Stock- 
well House. Bruton High Street 
(01749-812205) 

CAMBRIDGE 

FTTZWILL1AM MUSEUM Picasso 
and Matisse Prints, drawings, and 
ceramics from the museum’s col- 
lection. Ends 1 1 Apr. 

Recent Acquisitions of Contem- 
porary American Prints Ear(y etch- 
ings of the East Coast lithographs, 
woodcuts andscreenprints. Tue-Sat 
1 0am-5pm. Sun 2.1 5pm-5pm. ends 
2 May. free. Trumpington Street 
(01223-332900) 

LONDON 

CAMDEN ARTS CENTRE Double 
Games: Sophie Cade Comprehen- 
sive retrospective of Cafe's work, in- 
tiudes a new-work made with novelist 
Paul Austen Tue-Thur 11am-7pm. 
Fri-Sun 11am-5.30pm. ends 28 
Mar. free. Arkwright Road. NW3 
(01 71-435 2643/5224) © Finchley 
Road/Hampstead. 

DESIGN MUSEUM Mini: 40 Years 
of a Design kon Mini's designed by 
celebrities marittbe 40th anniveraaiy 
of the vehicle. Ends 9 May. 

Modem Britain 1927-1 939 A study 
on die important period alter the 
Great War including the work of 
Francis Bacon, Paul Nash and Bar- 
bara Hepworth. Mon-Sun 1 1.30am- 
6pm, ends 18 Jul. £5.25. cones £4 
(to museum). Shad Thames. SE1 
(0171-378 6055) ©Tower Htll/DLR 
Tower Gateway. 

HAYWARD GALLERY Patrick 
Caulfield More than 50 colourful 
paintings by the leading British 
artist Mon. Thur-Sun 10am-6pm, 
Tue & Wed lOam-Spm. ends 1 1 Apr. 
£6. cones £4. family £l2. 
Belvedere Road. SE1 (0171-960 
4242) BR/© Waterloo. 

NATIONAL GALLERY In the Light 
of Fra Angelico: Zanobi Strozzi 
Study exhibition exploring the paint- 
ings of the 15th-century artist Ends 
7 Mar, free. 

Portraits by Ingres Nfajor exhibition 
of painting and drawings by the cel- 
ebrated 19th-century French artist 
Mon & Tue, Thur-Sun 10am-6pm. 
Wed 1 0am- 1 0pm, ends 25 Apr. £6. 
cones £4. Wed £4 7pm-10pm. 
Trafalgar Square. WC2 (0171-747 
2885) © Charing Cross. Leicester 
Square. 

ROYAL ACADEMY OF ARTS 
Monet In the 20th Century Eighty 
paintings made in the 26 years after 
1900. Mon-Thur. Sun 9am-6pm, Fri 
& Sat Sam- 10pm. ends 1 8 Apr. £9. 
cones £6. child (12-18) £3. child 
(8-11) £1.50. Burlington House, 
Piccadilly. WI (0171-300 8000/cc 
413 1717) ©Green Rark/Ptccadil- 
ly Circus. 

TATE GALLERY In Celebration: 
The Art of the Country House 
Paintings and sculpture, including 
work fry Canaletto. Stubbs and Hol- 
bein. Ends 28 Feb. 

Art Now 17: Thomas Demand’s 
Tunnel Looped Him of travel in a tun- 
nel explores urban life- Ends 25 Apr. 
Works on Paper and Paintings: 
Francis Bacon Pafatingsanddraw 1 - 
Ingspreriousfy kept secret Opens 16 
Feb. Mon -Sun 1 0am -5. 4 0pm, ends 
2 May, free. Millbank. SW1 (0171- 
887 8000) © Pimlico. 

OXFORD 

ASHMOLEAN MUSEUM Chinese 
Silks Brightly coloured 18th and 
19th-century hangings Ends 28 Feb. 
Nineteenth Century French Draw- 
ings Recent acquisitions alongside 
familiar major drawings. Ends 28 
Feb. free. 

The Painterly Brush Oil sketches 
dating from the lGfo to foe ear(y 20th 

century Tue-Sat 1 Oam -4 pm. Sun 
2pm-4pm. ends 21 Mar. free. Beau- 
mont Street (01865-278000) 

MUSEUM OF MODERN ART James 
Casebere New works by the Amer- 
ican photographer 
Somewhere Else: Willie Doherty 
New video installation. Tue-Sun 
11am-6pm (Thur to 9pm). ends 4 
Apr. £2.50 (free Wed mom 6 Thur 
eve) . cones £1 .50, child free. Pem- 
broke Street (01865-722733) 

RUTHIN I 

RUTHIN CRAFT CENTRE The J 
Allotment: Kate Malone Innovative ] 
ceramics. Mon-Sar 10am-5pm. Sun 
12noon-5pm. ends 7 Mar. free. 1 
Ftork Road (01824-704774/703992) ' 

STIVES 

ST IVES TATE GALLERY English 
Roots: Eric Cameron Thousands of 
layers of paint surrounding organic 


BRISTOL 

COLSTON HALL Sofia Philhar- 
monk/fobakov Schumann's Piano 
Concerto with Berlioz’ Symphonic 
Rmlastique. Tonight 7.30pm. £9.60- 
£21.60. Colston Street (0117-922 
3686fct 922 3683) 

LONDON 

ST JOHN'S, SMITH SQUARE Manuel 
VBlet Piano redial of Beethoven, Liszt 
and RaveL Tonight 7.30pm. £6-£12. 
Smith Square. SW1 (0171-222 1061) 
©Westminster. 

WIGMORE HALL The King’s Con- 
sort/King Sacred music by Henry 
Purcefi. Tonight 7.30pm. £8-£14. 
Wigmore Street, Wl (0171-935 
2141)© Bond Street/Oxford Circus. 


Opera 


LONDON 

LONDON COLISEUM Parsifal Eng- 
lish National Opera with a new stag- 
ing of Wagner's final work directed 
by NDsolaiKLehnhoft Tonight 5pm. 
E8-E60. Sc. Martin's Lane. WQ 
(0171-632 8300) © Leicester 
Square/Charing Cress. 


Dance 


READING 

THE HEXAGON Ihngo Pasi6n Sen- 
suous Argentinian dance musical. 
Tonight 6pm & 9pm. £15-£22.50. 
Queens Walk (01 18-960 6060) 

LONDON 

SADLER'S WELLS AT THE PEA- 
COCK THEATRE Paco Pena Fla- 
menco Presents La Musa Gita na 
Wforid class flamenco dance, sang and 
guitar. Tue-Sat 8pm. mat Sat, Sun 
3pm, ends 7 Mar. E7.50-E27.50. 
Portugal Street. WC2 (0171-863 
8222) © HolbonVTemple. 

PLACE THEATRE Spring Loaded: 
Jeremy James fir Company The 
sassy ex Rambert dancer draws 
hearily on clubs and street life with 
his new work. Ports and The Dag I 
Stopped. Tonight, phone for detafls. 
Duke s Road. WC1 (0171-387 0031) 
© Euscon. 


Literature 


BRIGHTON 

THE BRIGHTON ROCK CREATIVE 
WRITERS Local writers' meeting. 
Bring along your own work to share 
or just come along to listen. Caxton 
Arms North Gardens (01273- 
2 07762) Wbd 8.30pm. free. 

LONDON 

BERNICE RUBENS: LITERATURE 
EVENT The Booker Prize-winner 
reads from her new novel, L Dreyflis, 
published this month. Croydon 
Clocktower, Bralthwaice Hail 
Katharine Street Croydon. Surrey 
(0181-253 1 030) Tonight 7pm, £4. 
cones £3. 

OXFORD 

IN STORE READING- IAN RANKM: 
DEAD SOULS Meet the author event 
with refreshments.' Wa reretone's 
Bookstore. William Baker House. 
Broad Street (01865-790212)' 
Tonight 6.30pm, free by ticket in- 
store. 


EVENTS 


BEDFORD 

IN THE LIMELIGHT) NORTH BEDS 
THROUGH THE MAGIC LANTERN 
Pbgcimiting exhibition based on Bed- 
ford's extensive magic lantern 
archive, particularly the work of pi- 
cmeerVfemer Henman. Bedford Mu- 
seum Castle Lane (01 234-353323) 
Tue-Sat 1 iam-5pm, Sun 2 pm- 5pm. 
free. 

LONDON 

INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL OF 
ART AND ANIMATION Week long 
celebration of foe relationship be- 
tween art and animation, with screen- 
ings of contemporary and classic 
animation, debates and special ap- 
pearances by nfajor animators. ICA 
The Mall SW1 (0171-930 3647) 
© Charing Cross. Ends 18 Feb, 
phone for details. 

CROMWELL: WARTS AND ALL 
EXHIBITION The museum's collec- 
tion of Cromwell memorabilia, the 
largest in the country, explores the 
controversy stiD surrounding this 
complex ana puzzlfog roan. Museum 
Of London London Wall EC2 (0171- 
600 3699) © Barbican/St. Paul’s. 
Mon-Sat 10am-5.50pm. Sun 
12noon-5.50pm, ends 28 Feb. £5. 
concs/child £3. family £12 (to mu- 
seum). group cones, tickets valid for 
the whole year. 


MUSIC 

Pop 


ABERYSTWYTH 
THE POPES Shane MacGowan's 
foot-oo-the-floor roots -punkere play 
without him. Aberystwyth Arts 
Centre Penglals (01970-623232) 
Tonight 9pm, £5.95. cones £4.95. 

CHELMSFORD . 

FUNGUS Infectiously chaotic Swedish 
pop-metal band. The Y-Chib Victoria 
Road (01245-44 10V6) Tbnight 
8 -30pm. phone for prices. 

LONDON 

JONATHAN RICHMAN The revi- 
talised new wave pioneer who ap- 
peared in the film Tneres Something 
About Mary, returns to promote his- 
new album. Jazz Cafe Parkway 
NW1 (0171-916 6060) ©Camden 
Town. Tonight 8pm, £10. 

COLDCUT MASON NA. CUNIC John 
Feel’s monthly sessions improve 
with this eclectic line-up topped by 
pioneering 1980 b digi-daoce duo. a 
Japanese noisemonger and some 
surgical pop avant-ga r d i stes. Queen 
Elizabeth Hall South Bank Centre 
SE1 (0171 -960 4242) B.V* Wa- 
terloo. Tonight 8pm, £1 2. cones £10. 

MILTON KEYNES 

UNDISFARNE Terminally popular 
British folk-rock stalwarts. The Sta- 
bles Scockwel! Lane, Wavendon 
(01908-583928) Tonight 8pm, 
£1 0.50-El 7.50. 

WESTON-SUPER-MARE 
DENNIS LOCORRIERE Solo tour fu- 
tile former Dr Hook singer: Play- 
house Theatre High Street (01 934- 
645544) Tonight 8pm, phone for 
prices. 


Music 

Jazz, world, folk 


Comedy 


CAMBRIDGE 

CRAIG CHARLES AT THE JUNC- 
TION Hie star of Red Duxaf aod Ro- 
bot Wars. Tonight 8.30pm. Clifton 
Road (01223-511511) £11.50. 
cones £9.50. 

FROME 

AL MURRAY THE PUB LAND- 
LORD - LATE LOCK-IN *99 AT MER- 
LIN THEATRE The triple Perrier 
nominee pours forth. Tonight 
7.45pm. Bath Road (01373- 
465949) £8. cones £6.50. 

LONDON 

ED BYRNE AT THE TALK OF LON- 
DON Whimsical brand of humour 

from the Perrier Award nominee. 
Tonight 8pm, Parker Street, off 
Drury Lane. WC2 (OT71-387 2414) 
© Coven t Garden. £10. 


Clubs 


Displays 1998-9: Partnerships 
and Practice Paintings and ceram- 
ics from the second half of the cen- 
toxy and a selection of contemporary 
work. 

Quoit Montserrat: Veronica Ryan 
Marble sculpture linking St Ives 
with Montserrat fa the Wtest Indies, 
the artist’s birthplace. Mon-Sat 
1 1am-7pm, Sun 1 lam- 5pm. ends 1 1 
Apr. £3,50, cones £2. Forthmeor 
Beach (01736-796226) 

SWANSEA 

GLYNN VIVIAN ART GALLERY 
Venice Through Canaletto’s Eyes 


BRIGHTON 

GOGGLEZ CLUB AT THE TAVERN 
CLUB Launch of ‘Stompaphunk’ fea- 


hy foe Venetian artist Tue-Sun 10am- 
5pm. ends 1 4 Mar. free. Alexandra 
Road (01 792-651 738/655006) 


goggle? DJS. Tonight 10pm-2am, El. 
Castle Square. Lower North Street 
(01273-325684) 

LONDON 

NUPHtfNKATTHEVGBEBARMul- 
tethead and Danny Doyle, phis Ed- 
die Pilfer; Charlie Dark and friraxfa. 
Tonight 7pm-12mldnight. Brick 
Lane. El 6 (0171-247 1231) 
©Aldgate East, free. 

LOVE BITE AT THE ANNEXE Gay 
indie night starring Simon Hobart 
Tonight 10.30pm-3.30am, Dean 
Street, wi (01 71-287 9608) ©Tot- 
tenham Court Road. £4. merm £3. 


ASCOT 

LOZ SPEYER QUARTET Original 
material from artful contemporary 
trumpetec Jagz at the Station Sta- 
tion Hill fO 1344-622 361) Tonight 
8.30pm. £4. 

EASTLEIGH 

BENNY GREEN TRIO Vibrant US 
mainstream piano firebrand. Con- 
corde dub Stoneham Lane (01 703- 
613989) Tonight 9pm. £12.50. 
mems £10.50. 

LONDON 

STAN ROBINSON, DAMON 
BROWN Tenor and trumpet-led bop 
quartet 606 Club Lots Road SWIO 
(0171-352 5953) ©Fulham Broad- 
way/Earls Court. Tonight 9.30pm & 
12midnight. £4.95. 

ALAN STUART OCTET Hommen 
Don TOier aod Willie Garnett join the 

regular little big band. Bull’s Head 
Lonsdale Road SW13 (0181-876 
5241} BR: Barnes Bridge. Tonight 
8pm. £7. 

MARTY GROSZ Veteran US guitarist 
leads aDstar quintet Pizza Express 

Jazz Club Dean Street Wl (0171- 
439 8722) © Tottenham Court 
Road. Tonight 9pm. £T5, 

REBECCA WHEATLEY Cabaret vo- 
from Casualty stac Pizza on foe 
raric Knlghtsbridge SW1 (0171-235 
5273) © Hyde R-irk Comer. Tonight 
9. 15pm & 11.15pm. £18, adv £16. 

FLORA PURUVAIRTO moreira 


from trombonist Marie Nightingale. 

Frith Screet m 
(0171-439 0747) © Leicester 
Square. Tonight 9.30pm, £l 5, mems 
£4 (Mon-Thur); £20. mems £8 (Fri- 
Sat). ’ 

MARK LOCKHEARr Adventurous 
contemporary saxjst and composer 
job® foe bouse section. Vortex Stoke 
Newington Church Street N16 
(0171-254 6516] BR: Stoke New- 
ington. Tonight 9pm. £6. cones £4. 
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RADIO 1 

©7£-9a8MH* FM ) 

Goocfer - 

«fO„Kevh Greening. 2XM) Mark 
F^Wffe <U» Chris Moytes. 5^S 
Newsbeal GjOO Dave pBarca BJOO 
Steve Laxnacq - the Evening Ses- 
Sjpn. 1000 Movie Update with Mark 
Kermoda «W0 Peei Sesswns Uva 
Blue Jam too Giles Pater- 
son. 4XK> - 630 Scott Lffls. 
RADIO 2 
(88-9Q2MHZ FM } 

®*00 Sarah Kennedy. 7.30 Wake 
Up to Vtogaa 030 Ken Bruca 

1200 Richard Littlejohn. SLOO Ed 
Stewart 5.05 Johnrte Walker TOO 
Nick Barradough 800 Mike Hard- 
ing. 900 The Andy Peebles Soul 
Show. 1000 Top of tee Pops 2 on 
2- WOO F§chard AKnson. 1200 
Katrina Leskanich. 300 - 400 Alex 
Lester 

RADIO 3 

G302-92AMHZFM) 

600 On Air. 

900 Masterworks. 

10-30 Artist of the V\feek. 
ttoo Sound Stories. See Pick of 
the Day. 

1200 Composer of the Week: Dvo- 
rak. 

1O0 The Radio 3 Lunchtime Con- 
cert A recital by Lynsey Marsh (clar- 
inet] and Zbe Solomon (piano) Ova 
from the Adrian Boult HaB in Birming- 
ham Conservatoire. Saint-Saens: 
Sonata in E flat, Op 167. Berio: Lied. 
Stravinsky: Three Pieces. Brahms: 
Sonata in E flat Op 120 No 2 
200 The BBC Orchestras. 

4X10 Choral Evensong for Ash 
Wechesday. . 

500 in Tuna 

MO Performance on a A concert 
by two leadng brass bands; tee 
WHfiams Fairey Band and the Fo- 
dens (Courtofe) Band it was given 
last month to mark three anniver- 
saries: tee sixtieth birthday of com- 
poser John McCabe, the fiftieth 
birthday tf Phip Wflby; and the cen- 
tenary of tee Foden Band from 
Sandbach, Che^vre. The first part of 
the concert is given by the Wffiams 
Fairey Band, musical director James 
Gowiay. McCabe: Salamander. 

Holst A Moorskte Surta Wfoy: Reve- 
lation (Symphony for Double Brass). 
See Pick of the Day. 

8X20 Interval Pad ABen talcs to 
John McCabe and Philip W0by about 
their work for brass bands. 


pick of the day 


MAN OF THE proletariat Kari 
Mara [Tight) is the subject of 
Sound Stories (llam R3>: 
excerpts from Verdi’s Nabucco 
and Schulhoff’s The Communist 
Manifesto help to set the mood. 
Performance on 3 (7.30pm R3) 
airs a concert recorded at the 
Royal Northern College of 
Music’s first Festival of Brass 
last month: featured work is by 
Philip Wilby and John McCabe. 


To mark Ash Wednesday, 
there’s a new series, Lent 
Talks (8.45pm R4), in the first 
of which the novelist AN Wilson 
discusses his loss of faith but 
residing affection for the Church. 

Money talks later tonight in 
Mammon (1130pm R4FM). a 
repeat of episode one of the 
timely and promising anti- 
corporation satire. 

Dominic Cavendish 



8- 30 Concert part 2. Fodens (Cour- 
tas) Band/Nicholas Childs Ireland: 
Comedy Overture. WSby: Lowry 
Sketchbook. McCabe: Cloudcateher 
Fete. 

945 Postscript Peggy Reynolds un- 
ravels the dramatic, musical and 
emotional impact of a favourite oper- 
atic aria Tonight, Mato’ from Britten's 
The Turn of tee Screw*, his operatic 
version of the Henry James ghost 
story- Discussing the aria are actor 
and once boy soprano David Hem- 
mings, singers Joan Rodgers, direc- 
tors Jonathan M3er and David 
Leveaux and conductor Wasfi Kari 

9- 40 Schubert Gesang der Geister 
uber den Wassem, D7T4. Monteverdi 
Choir and string ensemble/ John EBot 
Gardner. 

KWJO Ensemble. When Ravel visit- 
ed America in the 1920s, he was al- 
ready a jazz enthusiast and an 
admaer of Gershwin, who asked 
Ravel for lessons. Bartok was also 
much taken with jazz and wrote his 
■Contrasts’ for Benny Goodman, at 
tee same time working in a Bttie trib- 
ute to Ravel Ravel: VioBn Sonata. 
Nicola Loud, Sam Haywood (piano). 
Gershwin: Three Preludes. Zoe 
Mather (piano). Bartok: Contrasts. 
Robert Plane (dariiet) Lucy Gould 
(vioOn) Benjamin Frith (piano). 

10X5 Nght Waves Patrick Wright 
investigates the lite and work of tee 
enkynatic French poet turned painter 
Henri Nfchaux. Though associated 
with siiTBafem, he never adhered to 
a group, and he pursued his riter- 
ests in Chinese caJJkyaphy and 
Taoist philosophy to develop his own 
language of signs. Francis Bacon 


thought him better than Jackson Pol- 
lock at the Hung ink' technique, and 
ABen Ginsberg is said to have haled 
him a genius, yet Mfchaux remains 
virtually unknown in Britain. Now 
London’s Whitechapel Gaftery is hop- 
ing to bring him to a new aucfence. 
TL30 Jazz Notes. 

12X10 Composer of the Week: Tele- 
mann. (R) 

1XM) - 6X>0 Through the Night 
RADIO 4 
(92A-946MHZ FM ) 

6XK> Today. 

9JOO NEWS; Midweek. 

545 Serial: Planet of the B&id. 
KX0O NEWS; Wbmanfe Hour. 
tlXIO NEWS; Murder, Magic and 
Medkana 

1130 Tomorrow af tee Same Tima 
(H) 

12X10 NEWS; You and Ybure 
12L57 Wfeather. - 
100 The Wfarid at Ona 
130 Board Gama 
2X10 NEWS; The Archers. 

245 Afternoon Play: Women on 
Lova 

3XNI NEWS; Gardeners' Question 
Tima 

330 Science In the Attic 
345 This Sceptred Isle. 

4X10 NEWS; Alin the Mind. 

4X10 Thinking Allowed. 

5X10 PM. 

5.57 Weather. 

6X>0 Six OCJock News 
930 Balytenoa (R) 

TOO NEWS; The Archer* 

7X5 Front Row Mark Lawson with 
arts reviews, interviews and debate. 
745 The Cry erf tee Bittern An envi- 
ronmental drama by Tam Jackson. 


With Rachel Atkins, Ian PeppereL 
Kelly HuitBf and Sean Baker. Direc- 
tor Peter Les&e Wild (3/30). 

BJOO NEWS; The Moral Maza 
Michael Buerk and regulars Janet 
Daley, David Starkey Ian Hargreaves 
and David Cook investigate the 
morel questions behind the week's 
news 

845 Lent Talks. See Pick of the 
Day. 

9.00 NEWS; Frontiers. 'Norse - 
Good Vibrations'. Peter Evans hears 
how adding more noise can improve 
your quality of Bfe. 

9X30 Midweek. Libby Purves and 
guests engage to lively conversation. 
■KWJO The World Tonight With 
Justin Webb. 

1045 Book at Bedtime (2/6). 

1145 MacfintDCk's Palace. 

1130 Mammon. See Pick of the 
Day. 

12X30 News, 

12.30 The Late Book: Al Points 
North. (R) 

1248 Shipping Fbrecast 
100 As World Service 
&30 World News. 

5^35 Shipping Fbrecast 
540 Inshore Fbrecast 
545 Prayer for the Day. 

547 - 6X10 Farming Today. 

RADIO 4 LW 
(198kHz) 

945 - 10X30 Daily Service. 12 X >0 
- 12X34 News; Shaping Fbrecast 
5£4 - SJSI Shipping Fbrecast 
1130 Today in Parfiament 1145 - 
12X30 Parfementary Postcards 

RADIO 5 LIVE 

(69a 909kHz MW) 

6X30 Breakfast 


Satellite and Cable 


SltY PREMIER 

&00 Cocoon: the Retim (1988) (20366*. 
8-00 Problem 0*1 (®9D) (41291). 1000 
Rrot3temChBd2ft991) (B4833J 1ZJOO 
Mage in the Water 0995) {3tSl4).2J» Co- . 
coon: the Baton (888) (25104). 4 jOO ftob- 
lem CMC (B9Q) (B38Q. 6X» Problem ' 
Chfld 2 (©91) (48253). 7 JO Barry Normanfe 
Fkn Mtfit p02Oj. SjOO Man to Back (097) 
<17185). HUM Blood and Wine (087) 
(028630) 1t40 Postcards from the Edge 
(199Q) (775307) 125 Cherokee Kid (1996) 
(570W6) 3-00 Ede & Pen (89Q P95321) 
440 - ttOO Femmes Fatales (5635676) 

SKY MOVEUAX 

TOO Femmes Fatales (75716) 730 -Actkxv 
Heroes (5559W6J.8J5 Movie Magic 
(1463104) 9 jOO Terror in the White House 
(1997) (30185) noo Pae-VMe* Sg Adverv 
ture (S8S) tt438S) UJO Fenunes Fatates 
(71017) 130 Action Heroes (926804) 2X5 
Movie fchgic (2306814) 3 jO 0 Terror to the 
Write House (097) f160T7) iOO P6e- 
Week Big Adventure (085) (30504) TOO 
The Last Best \fear (B9CQ (M79fl. &30 B 
News Week to Review (9494) 9uOO Murder 
to My Wnd (097) 08814) 1100 East Mon- 
ey (095 (230534) 1245 Dead Ahead 
(896) (323944) 2J0 Trie Grotesque 0995) 
(582437) 4j 00 Lambada - the Fofbdden 
Dance (OSQ) (333965* 5^0 - 7*5 The 
Christmas List (097) (15864925) 
SKYCMOIA 

4X0 Sheriock HoJmes and the Scarlet 
Claw (042) (4139456) 5JH Hoflywood Hal 
of Fame (3183291) &00 Fttny Face (057) 
(1853185) ELOO The Lig ht hor se men (1988) 
(1850630) 1OJ00 Nevada Smith (190S) 
(87290017) *2J0 Cbel (069) (5706876) 
ISO The Rainbow (080) (2721437) 345 
Hofcfey After (049) (8317005Q) 5iO Ctosa 


PICK OF THE Day 


BJDO The Lost World (060) (98847920) 
740 20lh-Caitury Hal of Fame (1798090) 
BjOO WoK (094) (3M85475) «45 BkW- 
Lto (066) (4068504) 12JIO Visions of 
Ugrit- the Art of Cinematography 
(8239789) 130 Riff Raff (091) (1563654) 
JV 340 - GJOO Mac t1992) (95343824) 

DKCOVERY CHAHNEL 
4JJ0 Rax Hunft Fbriing Adventures 
(3384833) 4J0 Watfflri World (3380017) 
SJOO Wheal Nuts (4430291) SJ30 Trea- 
sure Hunters (3371369) 6L00 Animal Doc- 
tor (336082) MO Secrets of the Deep 
(8199630) 730 The Begant Solution 
(338W6) 8XK) Arthur C Oarkefe Mysterl- 
ous Wbrid (4436475) SXtO CreaW^ Fteri- 
lastic (4415882) 9XW Mysterious Man of 


THE ■ ARSENAL players may 
still be renting from the events 
of last Saturday when Arsene 
Wenger's amazing act of 
sportsmanship helped to at least 
partially redeem football’s often- 
tattered image. But they must 
put all that behind them as 
they focus on tonight's match, 
Manchester United vs Arsenal 
(7pm Sky Sports I). A victory 
for the visitors, for whom Petit 
and Bergkamp are suspended, 
against the Premiership leaders 


the Shroud (6033949) WOO Dead Sea 
Scrote - UrraveOig the Mystery 
(8096038) IfJOO Cteeslc Stacy of Ihe SAS 
(9561272) tZOO UFO 05092234) 100 
TVeasure Hunters (8083532) 130 Wheel 
NlitS (3754383) 2XH) Ctosa 
SKY ONE 

TOO Count DuckUa (80678) *30 The 
Chris Brans Breakfest Show (43949) CL30 
Grtovny (53475) 94)0 Earthworm jm 
(44727) 9L30 Flash Gordon (PSGSB). WuOO 
Mrecfes and Other Wbndere (B5369) ttOO 
GuBtyt (7B833) 12410 Jenny Jones (51982) 
■LOO Mad about You flB0948) 130 Jeo|>- 
ardy (BTWfi) 2J00 Saiy Jessy Ftephael 
(38389) 34)0 Jenny Jones (8383p) 400 
Gufty! (944B) SJOO Star Trek (5814) 800 
Gutty! (9745) BJ30 Friends (975^ TOO 
The SrnpeorB (6543) T30 The Stoipsons 
(9982) ftOO Mortal Kbrribat {20®^ ftOO 
The X FOBS (33123) IOlOO Naked to West- 
mtoster (79162) tlOO Frientte (449W) 
■f!30 Star Trek (35901) ttJOO Commish 
(27050) 130 ■ TOO Long Play (7451654) 

SKY SPORTS 1 

700 Sky Sports Centre (3245524) 70S 
Wbrid Wtesilng (383833) 8J5 VbuhJ on 
s<y Sports (2134814) 900 Racing News 
(39494) 030 AerOtWS - Oz Styte f400®) 

1000 Eurt?>ean Tow Golf Magazine 
(77630) 1030 Europeai Ten Golf 
097543) 130 Fastrax (43185) 200 hs«B 
SctXtfeh Fbotbal (8565S) 3XK> SpanHi 
Rxtbal (60611) 500 VWastihg (7814) 

600 Sports Centre (T746) 630 Unbeiev- 


could throw, the title race wide 
open again. However; Arsenal’s 
renowned defence will have to 
be at its best to hold the in-form 
United strikers. 

Biography (9pm History 
Channel) recounts the life of 
Rasputin (right), the Siberian 
Eastern Orthodox mystic, who 
advised Tsarina Alexandra. He 
was reported to have got up to 
such misdeeds that a group of 
nobles bumped him oft 

James Hampton 


able Sports (2098) 700 Footbal Special 
Manchester United vs Arsenal (95601365) 
See Pick of toe Day. 10-45 Sky Sports 
Centre (122630) HOO \buta on Sky 
Sports (61738®. 1145 Sky Sports Centre 
(342253) 1200 Fffld Football Special 
Manchester United vs Arsenal [72673) 

130 Worthington Cup Footbal Sunderland 
vs Leicester (35878) 300 Ysule on Sky 
Sports (3079706) 3-45 Sky Sports Centre 
(M43Z7BQ) 400 Ctosa 
SKY SPORTS 2 

700 Aerobics - OZ Stylo (5649235) 700 
Sky Sports Centre (£449185) 745 Raring 
News (3331291) 8JS Fastrax (6107017) 
845 Sty Sports Centre (9493253) 900 
Fish TV (5064307) 900 Rsh TV (3717340) 
1000 Inside Scottish FootbaS (2965*4) 
HOO Spanish Footbal (1671456) 100 
Fowerboar and Jet Sport world (8099776) 
130 Tbtelsport (3727727) 200 SnookBr 
(1348833) 500 Unbeievabte Sports 
(6094727) 500 Fastrax (9062123). 800 
waerspons Wortd (3736475) TOO Wor- 
tongton Cup Fbotbal (61569307) 1045 
European Tour Golf (53420*5) 145 Unbe- 
ievabte Sports (2050302) 2J5 Sky Sports 
Centre (T3547D12) 200 CtoeeQ. 

SKY SPORTS 3 

12X» World Wresting Federation Shotgun 
(87892369) 100 Feh TV the Ultimate 
Fating Show (906766T1) 130 Fish TV 
Ffehtog^ Tales (87805833) 200 Sipaboute 
Mancini vs Arguelo ^0837217) 300 The 
Entertainers (B7848036) 300 Ptwwtxjtf 



and Jet Sport World (87780291) 400 V- 
Max (57776090) 400 Tbtatepori 
(57765982)500 European Tpix Go8 
(07839388) 600 Feh TV Fating Texas 
(87786475) 6-30 FWi TV Unmade Fating 
Show (87777727) ZOO Snooker (14346*4) 
1000 waterepera world (92970253) 
HOO-HOO Futbol Muxfcl (172W678) 
EUROSPORT 

700 Footbal: Eurogoals PH23) 900 
Biathlon (55630) WOO Bobsleigh (84123) 
1130 Footbal European Championship 
Legends (36415) 1200 Goff US PGA Tour 
-Buck Open P56T1) tOO Tonris 08253) 
200 lemfs (45982) 400 Swimming 
( 2 » 6 ) 600 Start You Engines (47901) 
700 Rjur-Wheel Drive (3671) TOO Trial 
(30017) 900 Sumo (466T1) 1000 Darts 
(56098) HOO Start Vbur Engines (36494) 
1200 Car on Ice (62437) 12-30 Close 
UK GOLD 

700 Crossroads (9554962) 700 Neigh- 
bours (4781389) 7S5 EastEndere 
080307) OOP T he BB 0889920 900 
The Bfl 0870272) 900 When the Boat 
Comes In (796988GD WOO Rhoda 
0876455) HOO Dates (4859659) H55 
Neighbours (78588982) 12-25 EastEndere 
(WSS833V 100 Julet Braro 0983938) 
200 Dates (5590484) 205 The 69 
(5002611) 305 The B9 0495901) 305 
EastEndars 067156^ 400 Rhoda 
(3392475) 500 Al CreahJEE Great and 
Smal (442845Q. 600 Dynasty 03637B^. 
700 2potoWChfidren (3930036) 740 


9X>0 Nicky Campbell 
12XM) The Midday News 

1-00 Ruscoe and Ca 

4XH> Drive. 

7X10 News Extra. 

7.30 John hverdalels Football Night 
full coverage of all tee night's action, 
inducing the Worthington Cup semi- 
final second-leg dash between 
Leicester City and Sunderland. In tee 
Premiership. Manchester United play 
Arsenal and in the Scottish Premier 
League. Cettic play Kfrnamock. Plus 
the National Lottery Draw 
10.00 Uttiejohn. Football phone-in 
with Richard Uttiejohn: 0500 909693 
ttoo Late Night Livt With Nick 
Robinson, inducting a late news brief- 
ing at TLOO, and at TL15 The Financial 
Wbrid Tonight and a topical late-night 
discussion 
IDO Up AS r^gm. 

SjOO - 6-00 Morning Reports. 
CLASSIC £m 

ooao-icnsMHz fm > 

6XMJ fsfick Bailey. 8X>0 Henry KeBy. 
12X70 Requests. 2-00 Concerto. 
3X10 Jamie Crick. 6-30 Newsntght. 
7XM) Smooth Classics at Seven 
9X10 Evening Concert: Tavemer 
Missa Gloria tfoi Trirtitas. TaRs Schd- 
ars/Peter PWlfips. Elgar. The Light of 
Life. JucSte Howarth (soprano) 

Arthur Davies (tenor) Join Shirley- 
Quirk (baritone) Linda Finnie (narra- 
tor) London Symphony Chorus and 
Orcteestra/Rkteard Hickox. HOO 
Michael Mappto. 2X10 Concerto. 
3X10 - 6-00 Mark Griffiths. 

VIRGIN RADIO 

(1215 Tt97-T260kHz MW 105BMHZ FM ) 
6-30 Chris Evans. 9-30 Mark For- 
rest 100 Nick Abbot 4X10 Hamel 
Scott 7130 Pete & Geoff. 10XN) 
James Merritt 100 Steve Power. 
4X30 - 630 Richard Aden 

WORLD SERVICE RADIO 

(196kHz LW) 

100 The Wbrid Today. 130 Mericti- 
an (Live) 2XH) World Today. 2J3Q 
Everywoman. 3X10 Wortd Today. 
3-20 Sports Roundup. 3-30 World 
Business Report 345 Insight 4 jOO 
- 7X10 The World Today (4.00-700) 
TALK RADIO 

6.00 Big Boys Breakfast with 
David Banks & Nick Ferrari 9.00 
Scott Chisholm. 12X10 Justice 
with Jacobs. 1X)0 Anna Raeburn. 
3X10 Peter Deeley. 5.00 The 
SportZone. 7.00 Offside with 
Seb Coe 8X10 James Whale. 
12X10 • 6.00 Ian Collins. 


Dacfc Army (7T54678) 020 The Brittas 
Empire (6632185) 9Z» Man Behaving 
Bacfly (8341475) 940 Men Behaving Body 
(2&34360) fOJbO Only Foote and Horses 
(10013104) H45 The Bi (9037785) 1215 
The BB (7902944) 1245 The Back Adder 
(1358789) 129 French and Sa/idere 
0965586) 155 Spender (1528383) 245 - 
70 Shopping with Screenshop (54444296) 

UVMG 

6-00 Tiny and Crew (37078307) 6^0 
Johnson and Friends 03585678 ) 6J0 
Greedysairus and toe Gang (12666765) 
640 Tiny Tales (B400692Q) 645 Phfcert 
the Frog (84005291) 6-50 Polca Dot 
Shorts 04OB3456) 7JOO Practical Parent- 
tog (5753456) 7-05 Professor Bubble 
0386340) 730 Cafflou (1734920) 735 
Bug Alert (75 30253) 755 Practical Parent- 
ing (407827^. SjOO Barney and Friends 
(4093949) 635 Babaloos (S0836S) 830 
CaSou 0879185) 835 Tiny and Crew 
0135291) 830 Practical Parenting 
(7575630) 930 Cant Cook. Wont Cook 
0813633)930 Rosoanne Show - High- 
Ighte 0160072) 1000 Jeny Springer 
0433038)10-50 Matry Povtoh (7097383) 
«40 Brooksicte 08flQ3O7) 1240 Animal 
Rescue (22363659) 1240 Rescue 9h 
06523096) 140 Special Babies 
00607825) 140 Beyond BeiGi 062T7P1U 
240 LA Law 0312S5) 340 Living Room 
(3405727) 4 jOO Mchael Cola 0416185) 
430 Rotonda (1883217) 540 Ready. 
Steady, Cook (5000562) OXS> The Jeny 
Springer Show (3754307) 705 Rescue 911 
(2177123) 735 Animal Rescue (2418096) 
840 Maury Povteri (4650611) SLOO Nutting 
Lasts Forever (1855543) *1-00 Sex Lite 
Down Under (7718534) fSLOO Close. 

TNT 

930 The Asphalt Jungte (B5<3) 01206653) 
H45 Cool Breeze (1972) ©4475036) 145 
Arturos Island (1963) (73182128) 3JD0 The 
Asphalt Jungle (asp) (382B4334) SJOO 
Ctosa 

PARAMOUNT COMEDY CHANNEL 

700 Jenny (6185) 730 Grace under Fie 
(8534) 800 EBsn (5833) 830 Newsradk) 
(434Q) 900 Drop the Dead Donkey 
(24901) 930 Whose Line Is It Anyway? 
(55820) 10-00 Frasier p&901) 1030 
Cheers (34949) ttXM Seinfeld (36716) 
1130 The Larry Sanders Show (71456) 
1200 Late Mght with David Letterman 
(3tt28) 100 Taxi 04760) 130 The Critic 
(48079) 200 Dr Katz (18499) 230 Ttos 
and Fbs (20234) 300 MghSand 01296) 
330400 Abbott & Costelo ( 1 K 86 ). 


RF.GIONAL TELEVISION VARIATIONS 


BBC1 N IRELAND 

Aa BBC1 London •wwb&OT 

Newalne &30 (H6) fUO 

lor One Mght Only G^®88)- 1- 25 Jans 
BBC News 34 (56124079) 

BBC1 SCOTLAND 

As BBC1 Londton excopto12-30 

. -‘potaman (36600678) 13M \ Dotfadh 
\fSSr (OflkwDoke) (2&179475) 600 
- News (494) BJOO Reporirvg Scottend. 
Weather (746) M 
J29298Z) 1045 

Black and White 

Wntoms • for One Mtfrt orty (™307) 

1240 Film: Moving Target^^^X 
g» . 1 S Joins BBC Naws 34 (18539505) 

BBG1 WALES . 

As BBC1 London 

Wales Today (?a6) ««S ^ ™ ^ 
(292982) 1045 Match of tire Day 

SfSiisBirA 

News 24 0373654) 

jfsCeuSton eaeogb 

News and Weather (8385543) u>° 


Shortland Street (9753W6) 135 Home ^ Springers^ ^8^ 330 
and Away (25653253) 200 The Jerry HTV News (5202479) 540 A Country 

SrsaWSKSB?" 


1047901 ) 1140 to Susptatoua Okcurn- 
stances (809307) 040 Film: De- 
scending An^fl^^MMler 
Class (7665963) 2X.5 Judge Judy 
H2t-39S) 3^5 Trisha (9h5031) A^S 
The Making of EBzabeth £39305876) 

4 50 ITVMghteaeen (8B7167S3) 5.00 
Coronation Street (46012) 

CENTRAL 

As Carlton except 1230 Central 
Nw« and Weather (8385543) loo 
E cho Point (49307) 300 Central News 
(520247®. 5J0 Shortiand Street 
(9076543) 8-00 Homo and Away 
046497) 6^5 Central News and 
Weather (756368) «30 Central News 
and weather (947901) 1140 Central 
Sports Special (361307) -120 Jdsfinder 
(46020^5^0 Asian Eye (7294944) 
HTV WALES 

As Carlton except 10-30 The 
Morninq (T13f7982) 1215 HTV News 

fTgeasm too Shortiand Street (49307) 

USHome and Away (2753ft 2^0 The 


Class (7665963) 245 Judge Judy 
(1212895) 025 Trisha (9115031) 4.25 
The MaWng of ESzsbeth (393058715) 
430 ITV StohtBcreen (88716760) 5-00 
Coronation Street (46012) 

HTV WEST 

As HTV Mates uwepb LOO Next 
Stop... (49307) 635 HTV WBSt Weather 
(12005) 630 The West Tortight (814) 

MERIDIAN 

As CarMon except; 1030 This 
Morning (0317982) 1245 Meridian News 
and Weather (7986611) 100 Shortiand 
Street (9753W6) 135 Home and Away 
C5653253) 2X10 The Jary Springer 
Show (5638814) 020 Meriden tews 
are! Weather (5202479) 5J0 Home and 


&30 Country Vets 014) 1030 Meriden 
News and Weather (947901) 1140 
Anatomy cf Disaster 009307) 1240 
FOm: Descending Angel (K7215) 2L25 


Master Class (7665963) 2-55 Judge 
Judy H212895) 335 Trisha 0115031) 
4^5 Tha Making of EBzabeth 
(39305876) 4-50 ITV h&ghtscreen 
0870760) 5X10 Freescreen (46012) 

WESTCOUNTKY 
As Carlton except: 10J3O Tttis 
Momtog (11317962) 1245 Westeountry 
News (79B66TI) 12.27 ttjmtoations 
(8393562) 100 Emmerdale (49307) 
340 Westeountry News (5202479) 6X10 
Wtasteountry Uve (38272) «L30 West- 
country News (947901) 1140 ifyile inti- 
mate and Live 009307) 1240 Film: 
Descending Angel (167215) 2L25 Master 
Class (7665963) 2J5 Judge Judy 
(1212895) 3J2S Trisha (91^031)1^5 
The Making of EBzabeth (39305676) 
4.50 ITV ftghtEereen 08718760) 5410 
Coronation Street (46012) 

YORKSHIRE _ „ , , 

As Carlton except 12JS0 Calendar 
News and WefflhBr 0385543) U» 
Home and Away 0&Q54T5) 125 The 
Jerry Springer Stow (4840096) *5® 

Emmerdate (W59388) 3^0 Calendar 
News HaadSnes (520247S). 540 News; 
Wteatoer 0t452ft 5J55 Calendar 
(407475) &30 Tonight (814) 10X10 Ca) 
endar News; IMsatoer (9W901) tL40 


Roar (361307) 4^0 Jobfinder (6457483) 

TYNE TEES 

As Yorkshire except: 12.20 North 
East News and Weather (6394291) 

12X55 Jobfink 0393562) 3-20 North 
East News and WBather 0200479) 5XW 
North East Weather (785901) &00 
North East Tontaht 06272) 10^0 North 
East Nbws and Weather (947901) H40 
The North East Match Wbrtitington Cup 
Serra-Fna! 061307) 

S4C 

As CtUUDOi 4 except 124)0 Be- 
■wltehed (EB37663P) t2JtO Sesame 
Street (38921017) LOO Planed Plant 
(34987T23) 130 The Three Storages 
(27501901) ISO Flm: The Long Memo- 
ry* 07909271)4-30 Dishes 01627920) 
5-00 planed Rant 04308611) 5-30 
countdown (B1618272) 6X)0 Newyddon 
04120494) 640 Hano (16096901) 7JJO 
PobolyCwm 04328475) 730 Newyd- 
dfon 01835040) BXM) Fferrrto 
(64337123) 830 Pacta (64316630) 
1030 Brookstas (60018340). 1035 Sex 
and the City (5643267B) tVOS Euro- 
trash (67206562) ti.33 Mark Thomas 
Comedy Product (63378833) 12-05 The 
Spying Game (32723470) 1240 FOot- 
bafl ItaBa (30946506) 440 Ck»e. 


INDEPENDENT PURSUITS 

Chess 

Jon Splelman 


THE GRAM) Old Man of .-\merican 
chess. George Koltanowski, was 
born (Georges! in Antwerp way 
back on September 17 1903 and is 
still going strong. 

The son of a diamond cutlet he 
didn't learn how to play chess until 
he was 14. Although he is a strong 
international player, he is best 
known for his blindfold feats, which 
included a 34-board simultaneous 
tournament in Edinburgh in 1937 - 
then a world record in which he 
scored 24 wins and 10 draws in 13- 
and-a-half hours. The mainstay of 
bis many exhibitions was a blind- 
folded knight's tour of the board in 
which he first memorised 64 differ- 
ent objects placed on the board by 
the audience. 

An international tournament in 
his honour finished a week ago to- 
day at the Mechanics Institute in his 
home city of San Francisco, it was 
organised on the Scheveningcn sys- 
tem, in which players from two 
teams each play every other 
member of the other - a particularly 
good way of o tiering title norm 
opportunities. 

In this case “Team A”, consisting 
of three grandmasters. Nick de 
Firmian, Roman Dzindzihashvili 
and Walter Browne, plus two inter- 
national masters and four others 
faced “Tteam B": four international 
masters and five others including 
the US women’s champion. 15-year- 
old Irina Krush. 

Although Team A was on average 
somewhat the higher rated, it was 
the underdogs who seized control 
and finally won by the handsome 
margin of 43-37. 

And this international event also 
served Us purpose splendidly by cre- 
ating the impressive haul of no 


fewer than five new title norms. 

For Team B, Rashid Ziatdinov 
r US J. the overall top scorer with 7 9. 
made a grandmaster norm while 
Angelo Young (Philippines). Doen 
Hergott (Canada) and Irina Krush 
herself made XM norms. Meanwhile 
for Team A. Richard Lobo. an ex- 
patriate Englishman who has tong 
made his home in States, also made 
the Ell norm of 5.5 9 with eight 
decisive games and a draw only in 
the fin;d round. 


£ 

£ 

£ ££ 


While: Nick Dr Firminn 
Black: Jonathan Berry 

This interesting ending »*vumxj 
in the first round. Dc Finnkm. the 
current US champion, iiarl hud to 
squeeze hard against the Canadian 
Jonathan Berry but now won by 
force because his king was ahie to 
force its way to the be pawn. 

The game ended 63 a-j KfT G I D 
gxia 65 Kxf5 Kc7 GG KgG Kd6 G7 Kifi 
Kd7 G8 K17 KdG G9 KcS ct> 70 dxcG 
KxcG 71 Kd8 Kd6 72 Kc8 Kct'i 73 KbS 
1 - 0 . 

If instead GS .. .Kdfl GO Ke6 KcS 70 
dG csdG 71 KxdG Kb7 72 Kd7 Ka7 73 
Kc7 KaG 74 Kb8 wins. Later 71 
...Kb7 72 KdT would transpose to 
this. 


Bridge 

Alan Hiron 


SOUTH REALLY should have paid 
more attention to the fact that East 
had passed as dealer on this hand. 
Had he done so. he might well have 
found the winning play instead of 
tas he did> choosing the line of 
least resistance 

After a pass by East. South 
chose to open One Spade rather 
than One Club. This seemed to 
have worked well when North 
raised to game and all passed. 
West led* the ten of hearts against 
Fbur Spades and Blast started with 
three rounds of hearts. Declarer 
ruffed the third, drew trumps with 
the ace and king, and continued 
with dummy’s singleton ten of 
clubs. When East played low, he 
went up with his king and this lost 
to West’s ace. 

This left West in the happy posi- 
tion of being able to exit safely 
with +J. 

Now there was only one dia- 
mond discard to be taken in 
dummy, and eventually declarer 
fell back on the diamond finesse. 
This foiled, and so did the contract. 

It would have been logical to 
place West with the ace of clubs. 
Suppose that when the ten of dubs 
is not covered, dedarerlets it run? 
West is able to win with his jack but 
is now end-played. A heart return 


Love all; dealer East 
North 

♦ KQ 10764 
<?Q52 

CO 103 
*10 

West East 

♦5 2 *3 

S?10987 v'A K J 4 

<>K 7 086542 

*AJy76 *543 

South 

♦ AJ9S 
<T6 3 

0 A J 9 

♦ KOS2 

gives SoutA a ruff and discard 
(while one of dummy's diamonds 
goes away) and then a ruffing 
finesse against West's ace of clubs 
allows the other losing diamond to 
be discarded, and any dub that 
West chooses is equally ineffective. 

What an important card South's 
eight of dubs would have proved! 
If the eight and the sewn h^d been 
exchanged. West would have had a 
safe exit with his nine, away from 
the ace, after winning with his jack. 
This again would have left declar- 
er with only one diamond discard 
from the table. 
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ACROSS 

I FluL thin, circular structure 
l4> 

5 Seized (8) 

9 Intrigue (5) 

10 Sculptor (7 \ 

II Maying card (3) 

13 Jaunt (9) 

14 Creepy-crawly (6) 

16 Light (6) 

15 Trite (4) 

20 Attention |3) 

22 Substance involved in chemi- 
cal process (71 

23 Skewered meat |5| 

25 Beaten (81 


19 

U«20 



23 

^24 


H 

■ 

2^ 


DOWN 

J Russian country house (51 
2 Weep <31 

4 Excessively (6) 

5 Enduring (7 j 

6 Look at again (2-71 

7 Recess for meals (7) 

S Iris, (4) 

12 Comfortable seal (-L5) 

14 Receive as bequest (7| 

15 Own up (7) 

17 Shrub (6) 

19 Nobleman (41 
21 Disprove (5) 

24 Item of underwear (3) 


26 Wish for (4) 

Solution to yesterday's Concise Crossword: 
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